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Government imposes ban on any comment or interaction by

scientific institutions on Joshimath subsidence
scientific community. So, the National
Disaster Management Authority (the apex
body for disaster management in India,
headed by the Prime Minister) on 13
January 2023 ordered several research
institutes including the Indian Institute of
Remote Sensing in Dehradun and the
Geological Survey of India, Kolkata, that
scientists in these institutions should not
interact with the media or share data on
social media about land sinking in
Joshimath. ‘‘It is seen government
institutions are releasing data related to
the subject that on social media and they
are also interacting with the media on
their own interpretation of the situation.
It is creating confusion not only among
affected residents but also among
citizens of the country. The issue has
been highlighted in a meeting of Home

Minister on 12 January,’’ government order
read. Following the order, both the ISRO and
NRSC reports, disappeared from public domain.
Uttarakhand state authorities have also claimed
that the ISRO report is not the institute’s
‘‘official take’’. Clearly this has been an attempt
to hide the truth and shield the government
authorities from targeted blame. But it is a futile
attempt to smoulder fire under ashes.
‘‘Government has not learnt anything from the
disasters of 2013—Kedarnath floods and 2021—
Rishi Ganga flash flooding’’, observed enraged
experts. And they all are seething from within.

Scientists have long been warning
about the vulnerability of Joshimath
For about five decades since the MC

Mishra Commission report in 1976, scientists and
experts have been warning about the
vulnerability of Joshimath which is situated on an
old landslide and seismic zone. A report prepared

by that Commission
headed by MC
Mishra, Garhwal
Collector, pointed out,
inter alia, that
‘‘Joshimath is a
deposit of sand and
stone—it is not the
main rock—hence it
was not suitable for
a township.
Vibrations produced
by blasting, heavy
traffic, etc., will lead
to a disequilibrium in
the natural factors’’.
Over the years, the

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary,
SUCI(C), offering Red Salute to great Lenin
on the occasion of his 99th Death
anniversary on 21 January 2023,
at Shibpur Party Centre, West Bengal

      Comrade Asit Bhattacharyya, veteran Polit Bureau member, SUCI(C),
offering revolutionary tribute to Great Lenin on 21 January 2023

at the Central Party Office in Kolkata. Also present are other Polit Bureau,
Central Committee members and state leaders
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Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) in a
report released after reported sinking of Joshimath town
of Uttarakhand stated that Joshimath experienced a
subsidence of around 5 centimeters in just 12 days,
between 27 December 2022 and 8 January 2023.
National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), Hyderabad,
another well-known scientific body also said in its survey
conducted with the help of latest technology that
between April and November 2022, Joshimath recorded
slow subsidence of up to 8.9 cm. Both the reports were
available on social media. According to another ground
survey, parts of Joshimath might have sunk by almost
2.2 feet, far higher than the NRSC figures of
subsidence. Surely, such findings are of much
embarrassment for the BJP-run governments, both at
the Centre and in that state,  since they are held
accountable for one after another disaster in this
Himalayan region, not due to any natural calamity but
because of reckless urbanization, modernization and
deforestation ignoring warnings after warnings by the

Observe birth centenary year of
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh

Founder General Secretary, SUCI (C) and
an Outstanding  Marxist Philosopher and Thinker

from 5 August 2022 to 5 August 2023 with due solemnity

SUCI (Communist)

SUCI(C) holds budget 2023-24 as
another foxing document teeming in
meaningless jargons to hide reality

In a quick reaction to 2023-24 union
budget presented today, Comrade Provash
Ghosh, General  Secretary, SUCI(C), has
said:

As anticipated, the Budget 2023 is a mock
representation of the acute growing economic
crisis  prevailing in the country the brunt of
which is being borne by the unceasingly
pauperizing  toiling millions. The marginal
increase in some ‘feel-good’ allocations or
token giveaways in  personal taxes or boastful
claim of maintaining free ration for one more
year to 80 crore people  (confirming that much

of the people are poor), what PM Modi derided
other day as pre-election  ‘revdis’ are
deceptions par excellence as the rates are much
lower than inflation which rose by  30% over
last four years and thereby end up giving no
relief but more pangs to the people. The  entire
focus of the BJP Finance Minister has been on
prattling customary “will dos”, “will be
established” as well as “likely to happen”
phraseologies and newly-fangled Hindi
nomenclature  of government schemes while
continuing to offer more benefits to the

Contd. on page 7
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Geological Survey of India and the
Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority (USDMA)
had also been cautioning against
construction and big projects in the
area. In the year 2013, massive
floods ravaged Uttarakhand. Over
4,000 people died in the Kedarnath
Valley alone. After that, the
Supreme Court directed the union
environment ministry to form an
Expert Body to assess whether the
devastation from floods had
worsened due to the presence of
hydropower projects. In the year
2014, the Expert Body, which was
headed by the Dehradun-based
environmentalist Ravi Chopra,
submitted a report supported by
strong evidence of the distressing
impact of hydropower projects in the
state. Yet, the Uttarakhand chief
minister shamelessly said twice that
the Joshimath land subsidence issue
is a ‘‘natural disaster and not
caused by anyone’’. (Times of
India 14-01-23)

Scientific advices
are flagrantly ignored

It bears recall that expressing
concern, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) filed an affidavit in the
Supreme Court on December 5,
2014, stating: ‘‘any decision on
developmental projects especially
hydropower projects should … be
on very strong and sound footings
with scientific back up’’. After
that, Tare Committee, another body
of experts, in its report submitted in
February 2015 recommended
abandonment of all ‘developmental’
projects wrote that considering the
negative impact those would have on
Uttarakhand’s ecology and
biodiversity. But despite all these
reports, the MoEFCC, in June 2015
formed another 11-member
committee chaired by B.P. Das,
a.k.a. EB-II, to examine the issue
once again. But a government level
meeting held on 25 February 2019,
in the chamber of the principal
secretary to Prime Minister,
superseded the EB-II report and it
was decided not to consider any
new or proposed project on the
Ganga and its tributaries in
Uttarakhand. However, it allowed
proceeding with the seven projects
assessed to be ‘‘more than 50%
complete’’.  A report of the
Uttarakhand Disaster Mitigation and
Management Centre (UDMMC)
also had identified in 2018 eight
areas along the Main Central Thrust
(MCT) of the higher Himalayas,
including Joshimath, which are prone

to land subsidence. The MCT is a
major tectonic dislocation, or fault,
along the Himalayas, making it
particularly vulnerable to seismic
activity. Geologists have long called
for detailed geological and
geotechnical investigations into areas
vulnerable to land subsidence and
landslides to avoid a systematic
failure of disaster resilience.
However, the Centre, state, district,
and municipal bodies paid no heed.
Instead, there has been epidemic
rise in unplanned townships, hydel
projects, tourism and pilgrimage
infrastructure and other commercial
activities which, besides destroying
the rock structure and obstructing
natural flow of a number of rivers
are also creating a load much more
than the land can bear. Badrinath
has a daily capacity of 12,000 to
14,000 people, but over 22 lakh
people flocked the area as part of
the ‘Char Dham yatra’ (visiting four
sites of Hindu pilgrimage in one
tour). So, disasters are occurring
recurrently taking away precious
lives and destroying home and
hearth of many poor locals.

Catastrophes of recent past
As is known to all, a major

disaster occurred in the region in
February 2021. Burst glacier also
swept away roads and five bridges
which connected adjacent thirteen
villages and took away over 200
precious lives. Two hydropower
projects—13.2 MW Rishiganga near
Raini, and 520 MW Tapovan
Vishnugad near Tapovan village—
were completely damaged.
Geologists opined that increasing
climate change and global warming
had accelerated glacial reduction.
Himalayan glaciers had been
retreating faster than anywhere else
in the world since the 1990s. Some
of them were of the opinion that it
was a landslide, and not just glacial
outburst.  Residents of Joshimath
blamed the excavation work being
undertaken as part of the
construction of the two hydel power
project as one cause for the sinking
of their town. The construction of
the much clamoured Char Dham
project—an ambitious 900 km-long
all weather road through the state to
promote religious tourism—was also
identified as another cause,
according to experts. Some held that
the tunnelling exercise conducted by
NTPC caused the disaster. The
economic losses from damages to
the projects alone exceed Rs 1,625
crore. It came to be known that
researchers of Indian Institute of
Technology, Ropar, Punjab, had
predicted a large-scale surface

displacement in Joshimath town as
early as 2021. It was, therefore,
evident that governments had
pushed such highly risky
‘developmental’ projects through
despite all reports opining to the
contrary. Rightly observed the
worried scientists and experts that
while development is necessary, it
cannot come at such environmental
or human costs.

Sufferers are held guilty of
knocking the door of judiciary

After that major catastrophe of
February 2021, a group of
petitioners, in a public interest
litigation (PIL), claimed that the use
of explosives during project
construction had weakened the
already fragile hills, thereby
increasing the frequency and
intensity of landslips in the region.
The situation then, they claimed, was
such that for safety, the villagers
from Raini sometimes had to take
shelter in nearby forests.
Considering this, the important
question of rehabilitation of the
affected villagers was raised in the
PIL. The petition also sought to fix
accountability of the hydropower
companies for ‘‘criminal
negligence’’, since 95% of deaths
happened at the hydropower sites.
In the absence of any early warning
system, the hydropower workers
had no information about the
incoming flood and hence were
trapped inside the tunnels. But to
everyone’s dismay, the Uttarakhand
high court on 14 July 2021, imposed
a fine of Rs 50,000 on five
petitioners who were seeking
cancellation of two hydropower
projects, which were sites of
maximum death and disaster. The
UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change in  its report on 7
August 2021  warned of Himalayan
glaciers losing mass due to global
warming and of an increase in
‘‘heavy precipitation’’ events that
might trigger more landslides and
floods in the region.

Volte face of
environment ministry

Yet, the MoEFCC, in a marked
drastic change of stance from 2014,
filed another affidavit in the
Supreme Court on 17 August 2021,
saying that a consensus had been
reached among it, the power
ministry, the Jal Shakti ministry and
the Uttarakhand government to
continue work on seven hydropower
projects. The new MoEFCC
affidavit simply overrode its earlier
decisions for reasons better known
to it and stated that the seven
projects ‘‘also form part of the 26

projects recommended by EB-II
for implementation’’. Even, neither
the deliberations in the prime
minister’s office nor the visible
climate change noticed in the region
found any mention in the latest
affidavit.

Futile attempt by
BJP ministers to mislead people

What is further noticeable is
the ludicrous argument advanced by
the BJP ministers to mislead people.
During his meeting with home
minister Amit Shah in Delhi on
Wednesday, Uttarakhand CM
Pushkar Singh Dhami said ‘‘65% to
70% of Joshimath residents were
leading a normal life and only 30%
have been affected by land
subsidence’’. Refuting that Atul Sati,
convener of Joshimath Bachao
Sangharsh Samiti, said. ‘‘If 30% of
Joshimath, according to the CM,
is in a state of distress, how can
the remaining 70% be safe given
the fact that our town is located
on slopes that are made up of
loose soil of landslide debris? It
has been 20 days now, and the
level of panic is only increasing.’’
Prakash Rawat, former block
pramukh of Joshimath, said, ‘‘The
town has shown subsidence from all
directions. All nine wards, including
ITBP and Army zones have
developed cracks, fissures and land
subsidence. Initially, with the CM
visiting and the PMO keeping track,
we felt assured. Now, we are not
sure. It’s shocking to hear such an
irresponsible statement.’’ Experts
say subsidence has already affected
over 35%-40% of Joshimath and
that it’s ‘‘unlikely to stop’’. (Times
of India-20-01-23)  Dhami had to
face tough questions from residents
of Joshimath who claimed that the
land subsidence in the township was
because of ‘‘unscientific’’
development work even as he
claimed that it is a ‘‘natural
disaster’’. Asked about the cracks in
houses in Chamoli’s Karnaprayag,
he said, ‘‘It is an old problem. We
are working to resolve it.’’ Despite
the CM’s visit, protests by local
residents continued in Joshimath
demanding a suitable rehabilitation
package. They did not allow the
authorities to carry out the survey of
unsafe structures and demolition,
saying there should be clarity on the
compensation being offered.
(Hindustan Times 12-01-23) So far,
849 houses in Joshimath have
developed cracks following land
subsidence and 269 families have
been moved to temporary relief
centers. (Economic Times 21-01-23)
Now fresh cracks have appeared on
the Badrinath Highway. But
Uttarakhand tourism minister claims
that there is nothing to be so

Reckless urbanization and deforestation ignoring warning of
scientists and experts have caused this disaster

Joshimath

Contd. on page 4

Contd. from page 1
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Pledge to carry forward
genuine legacy of Netaji Subhash

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose,
an unforgettable name still today
evokes deep emotion, admiration
and respect in people throughout the

country. He is known for his
selfless, heroic and uncompromising
role in Indian freedom struggle.
Thousands of students and youth, at
his clarion call, plunged into the
freedom movement happily,
sacrificing comfort, personal
aspirations and career, facing
imprisonment, torture, exile and even
facing the gallows bravely, noosed,
hooded and strangled to death by the
British imperialist rulers. Despite
frantic attempts from the quarters of
vested interest to distort his role in
history and consign his memory to
the abyss of oblivion, he is still held
in high esteem and emotion by the
people of the country. Unable to
ignore this immense reverence for
him among the masses, the ruling
dispensation as well as other
bourgeois and social democratic
forces who are diametrically
opposed to the ideology Netaji stood
for and even did not hesitate to call
him traitor, reactionary, stooge of
Japanese imperialism and so forth,
have overnight turned into his
admirers. When the 125th birth
anniversary of Netaji was on the
anvil and the people at large were
gearing up to observe the occasion,
these reactionary forces had jumped
on the bandwagon with much
fanfare, started staging hollow pomp
and show to exploit the glory of this
legendary revolutionary for their
petty political interests, dupe the
masses and keep people blinded
from the real history. Because real
history has the potential to inspire
the toiling masses to understand the
present day social, economic and
political problems and to fight
against the root cause of exploitation
and injustice. Even if when the
observance was delayed by a year
because of Covid pandemic, there
was no let up on their part in
demonstration of pseudo-respect for
Netaji and appropriate his
inheritance for wrong causes.

As against this vile and

vibrant youth and students free from
being polluted with degenerated
culture and defiled thoughts came
together to observe the occasion in
a befitting manner and  unleash a
proper cultivation of Netaji by
highlighting his ideals, teachings as
well as eventful life struggle.
Together, they formed a ‘Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose 125th Birth
Anniversary Celebrations
Committee’ under the aegis of
which a year-long programmes were
undertaken throughout the country.
Since the concluding programme
could not be organized on 23
January 2022 due to pandemic, it had
to be deferred by a year.
Accordingly, all India committee
earmarked the day this year and
gave a call to celebrate the occasion
with due importance and solemnity.
The main programme was held at
the University Institute Hall close to
College Square, Kolkata. The venue
was full to its capacity with even the
corridors leaving no space to step in.
Hundreds of people thronged the
streets outside the Hall. The
programme was inaugurated by
Prativa Bharati Mukherjee, the
General Secretary of the Committee
by garlanding the statue of
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, the
great Renaissance personality of
indomitable manhood, undying
humanity and secular humanist
principles, at College Square. After
a brief garlanding ceremony there, a
126-odd brigade of teen-aged
fervent volunteers marched

motivated posture of the opportunist
circles, democratic-minded right-
thinking people, eminent
personalities of various walks of life,

towards the venue of the meeting
and  offered guard of honour to
Netaji Subhash with flags bearing
his name. Then, a well-designed
exhibition on the life and teachings
of Netaji outside the meeting venue
was inaugurated by Jaheeruddin Ali
Khan— Editor of Siasat, the well-
known Urdu daily. Thereafter, floral
tributes were offered by the
dignitaries and Committee
executives.

Dr. Soumitra Banerjee,
Bhatnagar award-winning eminent
scientist, Professor at IISER,
Kolkata and President of the
Committee read out the pledge on
behalf of every one present on the
occasion.

Then the main programme
was inaugurated inside the venue
by an opening song. Justice J
Chelmeswar, retired Supreme Court
judge, was the first speaker.
‘‘Subhas Chandra Bose had not
dreamt of achieving freedom of the
country just through getting the
‘dark-skinned’ rulers in power
instead of the ‘fair-skinned ones!’,
he observed. Then Anita Bose
Paff, Netaji’s daughter and retired
professor of economics, addressed
the gathering through ‘zoom’ from
Germany. She appealed to the
students and youth to imbibe the
ideology and spirit Netaji
represented.

Then, recorded videos of
Justice B M Srikrishna, former
Supreme Court judge, Admiral
General V Ramdas, former chief of
Indian naval force, and Shyam
Benegal, the renowned film maker,
were played on the screen. Next to
speak was Lt. General, also former
VC of Aligarh Muslim University-
Jamiruddin Shah.  He, inter alia,
stressed on the secular values that
Netaji nurtured and spread among
his followers as well as the

countrymen.
In his speech, Barrister Bimal

Chatterjee, former advocate
General, West Bengal, dealt on how
Netaji had distinct plans for the
reconstruction of the country and
also for socialist mode of production
and distribution. Dr. Ram Puniyani,
retired professor of Biomedical
engineering, IIT, Mumbai, in his
valuable speech interspersed with
wits and humous bantering the self-
proclaimed inheritors of Netaji,
stressed on the importance of
today’s battle against communalism
and sectarianism. Dr. Dhrubajyoti
Mukherjee, former Head of the
Department of Geology, Calcutta
University, Member of Indian
Science Association and a renowned
scientist spoke on how Netaji stood
for socialist ideology and values,
how he held Marxism, communism
and great Stalin in high esteem and
spoke of a second revolution after
independence to establish socialism.
Written messages from Prof. Irfan
Habib, celebrated historian and Dr.
Aditya Mukherjee, noted economist,
were also read out. In between the
speeches, a few songs by different
organizations were presented. Dr.
Soumitra Banerjee, in his concluding
remarks, clearly indicated the
difference between genuine
followers of Netaji and the sham
admirers of his. Apart from the
dignitaries on the dais, also present
were Justice Ashok Ganguly, former
Justice of Supreme Court and Dr.
Binayak Sen, noted medical
personality and social activist.

The programme had a
completely different flavour of
solemnity, seriousness and resolve to
carry forward the genuine legacy of
Netaji. It could be clearly
distinguished from the ritualistic
observances of the quarters of
vested interest.

AIMSS demands stringent punishment of
molesters of women wrestlers

In a statement dated 19-01-2023, AIMSS expressed deep concern
at the allegation of front-ranking women wrestlers about molestation,
harassment and threat by the coaches and Wrestling Federation high-ups.
AIMSS demanded a speedy impartial enquiry into the allegations and
stringent punishment to the guilty persons.

AIMSS also asserted that a free, fair, respectful and encouraging
atmosphere in the field of sports is ensured to develop flourishing young
talents.

Dignitories on dais

Inauguration of Quotation Exhibition A section of the gathering inside the venue
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concerned about Uttarakhand. Only
those who have built septic tanks
under their houses are facing
difficulties. (ABP 25-01-23) Alas!
what can the BJP ministers say to
hide their callousness and criminal
negligence about ensuring safety of
this picturesque town by going
ahead with reaping commercial
benefits at the cost of people’s life?
What is the moral of the story?

As we had pointed out earlier
also while dwelling on the 2021
Chamoli catastrophe, the priority of
the BJP-government is not
development that genuinely
contribute towards people’s
economic-social-cultural benefits
besides fully ensuring the safety and
security of their life and livelihood,
but commercial propositions that
cater to the swelling coffer of the
moneybags.

At the same time, ecological
sustainability is subordinate to the
narrow sectarian communal agenda
of whipping Hindutva sentiment by
facilitating pilgrimage to hilly shrines.
So, the warnings of the scientific
community are kept at bay, death
and destruction caused by repeated
landslides, flash floods and deluge
are consigned to oblivion, protests of
suffering people are ignored with
alacrity and commercial ventures of
private operators are flagged green.
Savage appetite of profit
maximization scores over
subsistence of common toiling
millions. This is the brutal face of
fascist autocracy. And, regrettably, a
section of the judiciary, in the name
of upholding legality over legitimacy
or natural justice, abets this barbarity
of the government and takes the
misery-stricken protesters to task.

How far-sighted was
great Engels

Let us reiterate once again
what great Engels had said long
back: ‘‘Let us not, however, flatter
ourselves overmuch on account
of our human conquest over
nature. For each such conquest
takes its revenge on us. … at
every step we are reminded that
we by no means rule over nature
like a conqueror over a foreign
people, like someone standing
outside nature—but that we, with
flesh, blood, and brain, belong to
nature, and exist in its midst, and
that all our mastery of it consists
in the fact that we have the
advantage over all other beings
of being able to know and
correctly apply its laws…The

individual capitalists, who
dominate production and
exchange, are able to concern
themselves only with the most
immediate useful effect of their
actions. Indeed, even this useful
effect… retreats far into the
background, and the sole
incentive becomes the profit to be
made on selling…In relation to
nature, as to society, the present
mode of production is
predominantly concerned only
about the immediate, the most
tangible result; and then surprise
is expressed that the more remote
effects of actions… are mostly
quite the opposite in character.’’
(The Part Played by Labour in
Transition from the Ape to Man) In
other words, if we mindlessly
assault nature, nature also retaliates
with equal fury.

This murderous assault on
nature must be stalled
With Uttarakhand heavily

paying the price, panic button is also
pressed in other Himalayan regions
like Himachal Pradesh and North
Bengal which are apprehended to
be similarly turning fragile because
of rapid urbanization and promotion
of tourism industry. No one objects
to better housing facility to the hill
people nor is one opposed to better
tourism amenities. But what is
warranted is strict compliance with
scientific advices while tickling with
natural structures.

As pointed out by great Engels,
we are to overcome hurdles of
nature as well as tame it without
tampering with the objective laws
for progress of civilization. But over
ambition of conquering nature
recklessly is destined to backfire.
Already rising global warming and
environmental pollution are posing
great threat to civilization and
mankind.

Now, if aspects like seismic
vulnerability and glacial calving are
also overlooked to favour
construction companies, private
contractors and other agencies
aligned with the ruling monopolists, it
would only add to the criminality of
the government. This onslaught must
be stopped. and only a united,
organized, powerful and concerted
protest by all stakeholders-common
people, of both the hills and the plain,
scientists and other sections of right-
thinking countrymen-surge forth
with due vigour, can force the
despotic government to bend before
people’s demands and stop all such
destructive acts.

Joshimath

BJP chief minister shamelessly held that
Joshimath subsidence is a

natural disaster and not man-made
Contd. from page 2

Sudden outpour of affinity for
Netaji from those who are staunchly

opposed to his ideals

RSS-BJP
Home minister Amit Shah on

23-01-23 said ‘‘while attempts have
been made by earlier
governments to undermine or
overlook Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose’s ‘‘unparalleled’’
contribution to India’s freedom
struggle, Netaji will shine like the
Pole Star in India’s history.’’
(Times of India 24.01.23)

RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat on
23 January 2023 said the goals of
his right-wing organization and that
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose are
similar. ‘‘We remember Netaji not
only because we are grateful to him
for his valuable contributions
towards the freedom struggle but
also to ensure that we also imbibe
his qualities.

His dream of India which he
wanted to build is still not fulfilled.
We have to work to achieve it,’’ he
said. ‘‘We have Subhasbabu’s
ideals in front of us to follow. The
goals he had are our goals too...
Netaji had said India is a smaller
version of the world and India has
to provide relief to the world. We
all have to work towards it,’’ the
RSS chief said. (Outlook 25-01-23)

Just a few days back,
Bhagwat, claimed in an interview
that the Hindus of India are fighting
a 1000—year war to protect their
religion and culture, and that
Muslims can live in the country if
they shed their sense of supremacy.
(The Wire-23-01-23)

In an unequivocal statement,
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
chief Mohan Bhagwat on Tuesday
said that India is a Hindu nation and
‘‘it is non-negotiable’’. ‘‘We can
change everything. All the
ideologies can be changed, but
the only one thing that cannot
change is that Bharat ek Hindu
rashtra hai,’’ said Bhagwat during
a book launch event in New Delhi
on 1st October 2019. (Times Now
01.10.19)

Immediately after win of the
BJP in 2019 Lok Sabha election,
Prime Minister Modi in his victory
speech crafted an image of himself
as a Hindu ascetic  carefully
cultivating over decades by the
Hindu right. His speech was replete
with references to Hindu mythology
(god of clouds), Hindu practices
(cleansing oneself with a bath in the
river Ganga) and the Hindu epic
Mahabharata.

(The Conversation 26-05-19)

Netaji Subhash

‘‘Because Hindus are in the
majority in India, we hear the
slogan of ‘Hindu Raj’. These are
all idle thoughts.’’ (Speech at
Cumilla District Congress
Conference, 14th June, 1938)

‘‘A group of self-seeking
people are creating ill-feelings
and conflicts between the two
communities. In our freedom
struggle such people are to be
considered as enemies.’’ (Speech
at Jessore District Congress
Conference, 7th July, 1938)

‘‘Let me tell you one thing
very clearly. I shall not allow in
any way the influence of religion
in our affairs. The basis of all
our activities is nationalism. Do
you want to unite them (the
soldiers) on the edifice of
religion? If that comes about to
be then a day will come when
they will be divided because of
religion... In my world there is
nothing but nationalism... If you
come together on the basis of
religion then you shall remain
divided on national questions but
once united on the basis of
nationalism, no force will succeed
in dividing you.’’ (As referred by
Mr. Abid Hassan, Secretary to
Netaji, in an interview to Madan
Gopal; published in Anandabazar
Patrika, 22 August 1997)

‘‘His (Binayak Damodar
Savarkar’s) wartime slogan,
Hindu politics and militarization
of Hinduism meant in practice a
combination of virulent anti-
Muslim propaganda and full
collaboration with the British.’’
(Collected Works—Subhas Chandra
Bose)

‘‘Hindu Mahasabha has
started to foment rabid
communalism, day after day it is
belching communal poison to
vitiate the mind of the
Hindus...Communal organizations
like Hindu Mahasabha and
Muslim League have become
even more communal than
before.’’ (Signed Editorial, Forward
Block, 4 May 1940)

‘‘To destroy communalism is,
therefore, the task of all those
Indians—Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus,
Christians, etc., who have
transcended the communal
outlook and have developed a
genuine nationalist mentality.’’

(Crossroads, page 266)
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IMF’s optimism about Indian economic
growth indicates ‘bright spot’ for whom?

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has heaped praise on the
Indian economy amid fears of a
global recession. IMF’s deputy
managing director, Antoniette Sayeh,
said that India is a relative bright spot
in the world economy. She also
added that India is growing at rates
significantly faster than other major
economies since India recorded a
growth rate of 9.7% between April
and September 2022, compared to
China’s 2.2%. The Indian economy
is expected to grow by 6.7% in the
current financial year, which ends in
March 2023, said she. (The
Hindustan Times 06-01-23) Taking a
cue from that, PM Modi, at a global
investors summit in Madhya Pradesh
on 11 January last, claimed  that
Indian economy to have  ‘strong
macroeconomic fundamentals’ and is
expected to be among the fastest
growing in the elite G-20 grouping,
‘‘Not just we Indians but every
institution and expert in the world
seems to be confident about this...
the International Monetary Fund
sees India as a bright spot in
global economy...’’ the PM said.
(Hindustan Times 11-01-23)

Fairy tale of trillion economy
In 2019, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi famously envisioned
that India would become a $5 trillion
economy by 2024-25. Since then,
several Union ministers and others in
the government have spoken along
similar or grander lines. In April 2022,
the Union finance ministry said in a
statement that India is ‘‘on its way to
become a $ 5 trillion economy’’
without specifying by when. In
December last year, external affairs
minister S. Jaishankar said that India
will not only become a $5 trillion
economy by 2025 but also a
significant manufacturing hub. The
Centre for Economics and Business
Research in its published report has
predicted will become a $10 trillion
economy by 2035 given the growth
trajectory of its GDP. Earlier this
year, Bibek Debroy, chairman of the
Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister said that India’s GDP
will be close to $20 trillion by 2047.
Who bats for PM’s optimism?

But the question which goes
abegging is whom is this ‘bright spot’
for? Is it for millions of toiling Indians
who have been pauperizing with
every passing day or a handful of
monopolists who are amassing
fabulous wealth by ruthlessly
exploiting the people? The answer is
not far to seek as industrial tycoon
Gautam Adani, who has recorded a
meteoric rise in wealth accumulation
over last 10 years to become the third

richest person in the world, has come
forward to bat for PM Modi. He had
said at the 21st World Congress of
Accountants last year that ‘‘India,
which took 58 years to become a
trillion dollar economy, will add an
equivalent some to GDP every 12-18
months and will be the world’s
second largest economy by 2050’’
(The Economic Times, 19-11-2022).
Adani also said earlier that, ‘‘no one
will go to bed empty stomach in India
if it becomes $30 trillion economy by
2050’’ (The Indian Express, 22-04-
2022). Surely, Adani and the ilk are
reckoned as bright spot of Indian
economy by IMF and not the 95% of
Indian citizens most of who are now
in hand-to-mouth condition.
Hoax of economic growth even

on bourgeois parameters
First of all, how does a trillion

dollar economy crown benefit the
toiling millions bleeding white by
ruthless capitalist exploitation? Has
even a drop of trillion ocean soaked
the have-nots or it continues to be an
exclusive preserve of the handful of
top monopolists and multi-nationals?
Secondly, are the predictions of
spectacular recovery in economic
growth in the days to come based on
objective reality or mere expressions
of unfounded optimism?  If one goes
by the broad parameters based on
which GDP or economic growth is
worked out in textbook economy,
future will not appear to be that
bright. India registered a slowdown
in its industrial growth to 1.4% in
November from 4% in October. Poor
rate of capital formation (net capital
accumulation during an accounting
period which refers to additions of
capital goods, such as equipment,
tools, transportation assets, and
electricity or in other term, gross
investment in real terms other than
changes to inventories) is stated to be
as one of the major constraints
responsible for slow rate of industrial
growth. But fact is in capitalist
economy where maximization of
profit of the capitalist owners of the
means of production is the objective
of production, industrial growth
plummets if demand (read
purchasing power of the people) in
the market falls. But the bourgeois
economists and executives never
acknowledge this reality because that
would bring to the fore the inherent
flaw of capitalist economy. So, they
point at poor capital formation
without clarifying why it is so.
Secondly, India’s current account
deficit (i.e. imports are more than
exports), another parameter of
calculating GDP, hit a new all-time
high in the July-September 2022

quarter, at $36.4 billion.
Consequently, rupee is falling rapidly
in relation to US dollar which is
considered the safest and most
redeemable currency in the world
(based on the assumption that United
States have ability to pay its debts).
Union finance minister had ridiculed
herself and her government a few
days back by commenting that rupee
is not falling, dollar is rising. But fact
is Indian rupee ended 2022 as the
worst-performing currency in all of
Asia. And why are imports far more
than exports particularly when the
Prime Minister (PM) and his
colleagues are pretending to have
made significant progress in
operationalizing the ‘‘Make in India’’
slogan? Again, quarters of bourgeois
economy have a readymade but
weird answer. They say that as
interest is being progressively raised
by the RBI to control inflation, people
invest more than spending. So,
circulation of money goes down in
the market entailing fall in demand.
Ok. We understand fall in domestic
market demand. Then what are the
goods and services imported so
extensively and for whose
consumption? Secondly, the PM
himself says that free ration is
provided to 80 crore Indians. That is
an indirect admission of 80 crore
Indian languishing in abject poverty.
Official facts state that over 20 crore
Indians go to sleep empty-stomach
every day corroborating India's rank
of 107 out of 121 countries in global
hunger index. Official unemployment
rate which does not take into account
under-employment, casual or
contract employment, disguised
employment (when part of the
labor force is either left without
work or is working in a redundant
manner) or pseudo-employment like
those who earn bread as free lancers,
is 8.3%. No official data is available
for job loss. But CMIE, a reputed
data agency, in June last year,
reported a decline of 1.3 crore from
the total number of employed
persons. We have seen during
pandemic that in a flash, 12 crore
migrant labourers (who are on
contractual employment) became
jobless. Over 7 lakh industries have
closed down over the last 10 years
throwing millions out of job. Even
sophisticated IT companies have
been retrenching people in
thousands. Recruitment in banks and
government departments is virtually
nil. Vacancies created due to
retirement are extinguished.
According to a report, almost 20
million graduates and 50 lakh
postgraduates are unemployed in

India. Around 47% graduates in India
are considered not suitable for
employment. If one turns to rural
India, poor peasants are deprived of
remunerative price of their produce.
Distress sale is galore. Consequently,
peasants’ suicide is soaring in
number having surpassed 4 lakhs.
The PM who claimed to provide 2
crore jobs per annum is now tight-
lipped over that. He is only
distributing a few thousands of
scheduled appointment letters in
media glare to score brownie point
before next election. In such a
situation where people are starved of
jobs and are deprived of any means
of earning to eke out a bare living,
what prompts the bourgeois
economists to hold that demand is
falling because people are saving
more than spending? Bunkum par
excellence!

Is Indian economy insulated
from global economic

downturn?
Moreover, the Indian authorities

on the one hand are blaming
slowdown of global economy,
outbreak of pandemic and ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war for not being
able to achieve desired economic
growth. That means they admit that
Indian economy is tied with global
economy and is affected by the ups
and downs of external economies.
But at the same time, they talk of
India being insulated from global
recession and other negative factors.
Which one is correct? and when
economy is progressively tumbling,
the ministers and economists-
columnists are only talking of the
future being rosy, without however
giving any convincing reason.

Jugglery of figures
Before discussing other points,

it is needed to unravel the mystery
behind 9.7% growth in July-
September quarter, 2022. First of all,
officially reported economic growth
in July-September quarter was 6.3
per cent in the July-September
quarter, down from 13.5 per cent in
the previous quarter. But there is an
inherent deception in such reporting.
Say, if output falls, say, from 100 to
90, then the fall is 10%; and then if it
recovers in next quarter to 100, then
the increase is 11.1% (because of the
lower base). The rate of increase
(11.1%) being higher than the rate of
fall (10%), it is celebrated as
economy having been back to
recovery path.  Secondly, such
growth figures are mostly on a year-
on-year (yoy)  basis. Illustratively,
economic growth in April-June
quarter 2021 was shown to be
‘‘deceptively high’’ level of 20%.
Immediately, the government
propaganda machine swung into
action bragging that economic
activity has been boosted by robust
government capital expenditure,

Contd. on page 6
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merchandise exports and demand
from the farm sector. But what was
the mystery? In the first two quarters
of 2020-21, the growth was -24.4 per
cent and -7.4 per cent respectively,
as the country was under complete
lockdown due to the outbreak of the
Corona virus pandemic and all
economic activities had come to a
halt. Hence, a 20% growth was
calculated based on a -24% fall in the
corresponding period of previous
year. If the economic slump is
between -19 and -20%, it can be
projected as a 20% growth when
calculated on a yoy basis. So, was it
a growth, or downturn? This is how
people are fooled by distorted
calculations based on wrong
premises.

Futile attempt to deny
economy being in stagflation

Secondly, as per classical
bourgeois economics which the
present experts still fall back upon to
explain twists and turns of economy,
rising inflation means absence of
recession (stockpiling of unsold
goods). But why is then recession in
Indian economy? To shield the
growing stagnation in economy, the
bourgeois pundits are saying that a
‘‘partial recession’’ has set in and
uneven recovery going forward. The
World Bank estimates dip in India’s
economic growth to 6.6% in the
financial year (April to March) 2023-
24 from an expected 6.9% in the
current fiscal. The US has reportedly
entered a recession in the summer of
2022. A global recession is
expected to occur in 2023. As part
of global imperialism-capitalism,
India is not at all immune to the US
or global recession. How come
inflation and stagnation are occurring
simultaneously? Unable to deny this
reality that marks rot in dying
capitalism and hence inexplicable in
terms of textbook theories framed
during the laissez faire period of
capitalism which is outdated in the
current era of imperialism and
proletarian revolution. So, a British
bourgeois politician named Iain
Macleod first used the term
‘stagflation’ to define an economic
condition when stagnant economic
growth, high unemployment, and high
inflation combine together. Basically,
inflation plus stagnant growth equals
stagflation.

The World Bank admits that
global capitalist economy is grappling
with a sharp deceleration in growth,
coupled with rising inflation. A
‘‘perfect storm’’ of challenges could
reverse years of economic
development and threaten to tip the
global economy into a recession, and
potentially into stagflation, the head

of the World Bank warned in end
September 2022. (Fortune 29-09-22)
But the fertile Indian brains continue
to claim that despite high inflation
coupled with growing recession,
India has lower chance of being in
‘stagflation’ stage because of its
resilience and robust recovery
measures.

Cause of economic downturn
is shrewdly attributed to

pandemic
Often, the outbreak of

pandemic provides the ruling quarters
a readymade pretext of economic
downfall. Here also, the facts are
perjured.  Between 2019-20 and
2021-22, the gross domestic product
in real terms went up by just 1.5%.
But population increased by 2%
between these two years. So, per
capita real GDP was lower in 2021-
22 compared to 2019-20. So how is
pandemic responsible for this
decrease? Another figure taken into
consideration for GDP calculation is
final private consumption expenditure
in real terms. It is claimed that this
figure was about 1.5% higher in
2021-22 compared to 2019-20 and
gross capital formation in real terms
was 3.75%. (Citizen 20-06-22)
Again, this has been highlighted as
resilience of Indian economy to turn
around. But the fact that has been
suppressed is that gross capital
formation figure went up because all
projects which were held back
because of pandemic had been
bunched together to inflate the figure.

Common toiling masses and
not the super-rich are
bearing brunt of  GST
There is another aspect which

should not escape our notice. The
government had drastically reduced
corporate tax rate three years back
stating that it would boost production.
Again, we are back to square one.
Capitalists would invest only if there
is demand in the market. We have
already shown that demand is falling
because buying power of people is
plummeting. Even number of middle
class has come down from 9.6 crore
to 6.6 crore meaning income of 3
crore middle-class families had a
nosedive to bring them on par with
the poor or semi-poor populace. So,
production remains stagnant at the
level of reproduction only. Since
demand is not increasing, then tax
concessions given to the capitalists
are simply pocketed by them without
their undertaking any additional
investment. It is alleged that many
capitalist owners have taken
advantage of input tax credit under
GST but did not pass on the benefit
to the end customer by lowering
price proportionately. As a result,
common people paid higher price for

goods and also bore the extra burden
of GST. In the process, around Rs
1.25 lakh crores have been
appropriated by the capitalist
investors. Also, approximately 64 per
cent of the total Rs 14.83 lakh crore
in Goods and Services Tax (GST)
came from bottom 50 per cent of the
population in 2021-22, with only 3 per
cent of GST coming from the top 10
per cent.

Inequality is soaring by
leaps and bounds

As we have repeatedly
mentioned, economic growth
presupposes rising living standard of
the people at large. That is possible
only when there is a fair equity in
distribution of generated wealth,
employment meaning remunerative
permanent job is available to all,
prices are within affordable range
and essentials like food, clothing,
shelter do not elude the toiling masses
constituting majority of the populace.
But what is the spectacle of India?
Rich is becoming richer and the poor
poorer.

The richest one per cent in India
now own more than 40 per cent of
the country’s total wealth, while the
bottom half of the population
together share just 3 per cent of
wealth. In August last, Gautam
Adani, the industrial tycoon
extremely close to the country's PM,
was declared the third richest person
in the world with a net worth of
$137.4 billion. Mukesh Ambani’s net
worth is estimated at $93.8 billion.
Cyrus Poonawalla, the vaccine king,
with a net worth of $26 billion is the
World’s richest healthcare billionaire.
On the other hand, as per official
data, there are 26.93 crore people
living below the poverty line. Even
there is hidden underestimation. The
poverty line is based on the
expenditure required to maintain a
minimum level of health, education
and nutritional outcome, an
improvement over the older
methodology that relied solely on the
calories consumed. However, it does
not consider if amenities, such as
good quality education and
healthcare, are available to all,
Moreover, the poverty line is not
about access. The rupee value of the
minimum expenditure on food,
education, health, etc., required to
maintain the minimum acceptable
standard of living is calculated using
the NSSO (National Sample Survey
Office) data on consumer
expenditure.

Access comes into the picture
when one talks about deprivation. For
example, the Tendulkar Committee
way back in 2011-12 recommended
that those earning below Rs 816 in
rural areas and Rs 1000 in urban
areas per month are to be classified
as below poverty line. Even today,
that is the official benchmark. Can
anyone stick to that benchmark today

when inflation has gone up
phenomenally over the last ten
years? But, poverty line it is not the
only criterion used to identify
beneficiaries for welfare schemes.
The Public Distribution System for
food covers nearly 67% of the
population (93.8 crore) who are
reckoned as ‘deprived’. Households
are included in the category of
deprived or vulnerable if they fulfil
certain conditions called the
deprivation criteria. These criteria
were determined separately for rural
and urban areas. And as stated
above, 80 crore people are identified
as eligible for free ration.

So, one can well understand the
extent of inequality. This is destined
to be more in the days to come. No
number of palliatives, sweet-coated
words, colourful dream vending or
repeated alluding to external causes
for India’s domestic debacle
euphemized as ‘‘performance less
than expectation’’.

Let not common people
duped by economic jargons

and fake projections
Surely, objective reality points

towards a ‘blood spot’, not ‘bright
spot’. Whatever trillion economy
India might become after 10, or 20 or
30 years, situation would only turn
from bad to worse for the people.
Both the ruling monopolists and their
subservient BJP government are
aware of that. So, cunningly, both
PM Modi and Adani are deferring the
timeline of advent of ‘‘acche din’’ by
10 or 20 years while boasting about
achieving trillions of economy target.

The pathetic situation of the
capitalist system is beyond words.
On one side, it is desperately trying
to control and regulate the
expansionist appetite of the
capitalists, just like straightening the
dog's tail, to mitigate the crisis. On
the other side, it is trying to mobilize
huge resources and find out new
avenues, either within the country or
abroad, for very extensive investment
of capital to somehow stave off the
accentuating market crisis endemic
of the system.  But it will only widen
and aggravate the crisis, not abate it.
But capitalist economy has no other
option. It seeks to overcome one
crisis just to fall into a more severe
crisis the very next moment.
Conventional textbooks and the
newer theories advanced by the
worrying bourgeois economists from
time to time might fetch Nobel prize
but have no answer to this cobweb
of capitalist crisis. More the days will
roll out, more aggravated will be the
crisis brunt of which would have to
be borne by the common oppressed
masses. Remedy lies in revolutionary
overthrow of decadent moribund
capitalism for which necessary
socio-economic conditions are to be
fulfilled in right earnest by the
vanguards of revolution.

Trillion dollar economy dream presupposes yet
more ruthless exploitation of toiling masses

IMF on India

Contd. from page 5
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Cuba’s Healthcare system
stands out as exceptional
A group of more than 70 people from

various corners of US visited Laboratories
Pharmaceutics Orient in the city of Santiago
de Cuba, the main city of Cuba's east on 27
December 2022.  They noted that the
Scientists in the Cuban laboratory have
developed three vaccines that are 92.83%
effective in preventing death and treating
many severe symptoms of Covid-19. They
have also developed three boosters that are
compatible with the messenger RNA
vaccines from drug-multinationals like Pfizer
and Moderna. Cuba was the first country to
develop a vaccine for children from 3-11
years old. Despite the ravages caused to the
economy by the sixty-year-old US blockade,
the Cuban health care system is in finer fettle
than many other affluent countries including
the US. The blockade by imperialist countries
had caused shortages of saline solutions
necessary for intravenous (IV) drips for
dehydrated patients and the delivery of
drugs. To meet this requirement, Cuba has
now developed their own saline solutions,
which have saved lives all over the world.
Cuba’s—Abdala and Soberana vaccines
against Covid-19 have proven to be safe with
very few side effects. And they have proven
more effective against the omicron variant
of the pandemic than vaccines given in other
countries.

Important aspect is that these vaccines
can easily be exported because they are
stable at temperatures above 30 degree C
(86 F). Eight countries are already using
them, and others are in the process of
evaluating them. Cuba has developed IV
solutions and equipment that make it possible
for people to administer their own
intravenous treatment at home. Cuba which
still holds on to its socialist structure amidst
many twists and turns, has a rich history of
developing vaccines and medicines for
diseases like dengue, yellow fever, malaria,
and other respiratory ailments. Cuban
laboratory authorities have said that because
of the blockade, Cuban scientists have taken
upon themselves the task of developing
various types of medicines and other medical
accessories indigenously with the help of
some medical supplies from Mexico, China,
and Italy. They also recall with respect how
late Fidel Castro, the architect of Cuban
revolution, had encouraged the development
of a biotech, pharmaceutical industry that
trained scientifically skilled doctors and
researchers. This infrastructure allows Cuba
to produce many of its own medical supplies.
Cuban scientists have produced products for
haemodialysis for kidney failure. Cubans 100
miles away can receive regular free
transportation to kidney centres. What would
cost a person $200 in the U.S. is free for
Cubans. In fact, entire healthcare under the
aegis of the government is free in that
country  even while all Cubans must struggle
with the blockade. There is no private
hospital in Cuba. Medical care is a
constitution-guaranteed fundamental right of

Cuban citizens. Cuba’s socialist regime has
been able to sustain a medical system that
guarantees free and comprehensive health
care. There are at least eight doctors for
every 1,000 citizens-the highest ratio in the
world. No country, including the U.S., can
boast of such numbers. India, for example,
has one doctor for every 10,000 citizens.
Cuba’s medical system prioritizes nurses’
rights as workers and guarantees free health
care for all Cubans. Normally, one nurse to
four patients was standard in Cuba. Cuba has
sent 53 brigades to other countries and has
over 28,000 Cuban health care professionals
residing in 58 nations during Covid 19 period.

Pertinent to mention that a team of 53
Cuban specialists trained in epidemiology
was first to reach the Lombardy region, the
epicentre of the epidemic in Italy, at the
height of the pandemic to provide invaluable
support to Italy’s beleaguered medical
infrastructure. A team of 39 Cuban medical
professionals were also dispatched to the tiny
principality of Andorra, wedged between
France and Spain, whose doctors were all
down with suspected Covid-19. It was first
to send brigades of doctors and supplies to
Venezuela, Nicaragua, Jamaica, Suriname,
and Grenada. Cuba had 28,268 members of
medical brigades working in 61 countries
around the world, according to the director
of the Central Unit for Medical
Collaboration. The Cuban Government also
gave permission for the British cruise ship—
the MS Braemar with five confirmed cases
of COVID-19 and dozens of symptomatic
travellers on board—to dock in the harbour
at Mariel, west of Havana, on March 18.
Cuba then treated those affected by the virus
and arranged passage to home for the rest of
the passengers. Delivering his final speech in
British parliament as the leader of the
opposition, the Labour party leader, Jeremy
Corbyn, could not but praise the
internationalism of the Cuban doctors as
‘‘inspirational’’.

Although US imperialist regime has
been trying utmost to dislodge socialism in
Cuba, Cuban doctors make no distinction
between US citizens and Cuban citizens in
so far as providing necessary medical care is
concerned. It still offers vaccines to some of
the US citizens at low prices. Pertinent to
recall that after demolition of Twin Tower
building in New York, a good number of
distress-stricken impoverished US citizens
managed to enter Cuba and receive
necessary treatment which was denied to
them in US because of their financial
incapability to afford steep premium for
medical insurance.

This shows the success and
achievement of the socialist country that it
cares not only for the health of the people in
their own country but for the people around
the world despite being under blockade by
US imperialists.

(Acknowledgment—Frontline 24-04-20,
Workers’ World 21-01-23)

monopoly houses under  the guise of boosting investment and
beefing up infrastructure. Carefully avoided is any reference
to the surfeit of big promises that the PM had given before
elections. Stressing on  ‘resilience’ of economy to withstand
external adversities is without any credible supportive
evidence. While FM claimed 66% surge in digital transactions,
recently published reports show cash transactions have gone
up by massive 72% compared with the pre-demonetization
period. There is no mention of soaring inflation coupled with
surging recession, galloping price rise,  spiralling unemployment
and rocketing job loss due to either large scale retrenchment
or one after another closure of industries, phenomenally rising
inequality, alleged frauds by monopoly houses to artificially
boost up share prices to inflate wealth holding, mounting NPAs
in banks and worst performance of Rupee among Asian
currencies. The very claim of increase in household
expenditure is a misnomer as consumption demand reportedly
is highly skewed in  favour of goods and services consumed
largely by households falling in the upper-income bracket.
Moreover, a fall in private savings and rise in bank consumer
loans to Rs 83.5 trillion, are suggestive of middle and lower
middle class families borrowing to spend on basic needs
(credit-driven growth) since income avenues are squeezing
rapidly. It has been found that the government is still banking
on external borrowings of over Rs 15 lakh crores to finance
budget deficit whereas currently, total loan figure is stated to
be Rs 155.31 lakh crores meaning a burden of as high as Rs
1,09, 373 per countryman. A recent survey has shown that a
one-off tax on unrealized gains from 2017–2021 on just one
billionaire, Gautam Adani, could have raised Rs 1.79 lakh crore
or a one-time tax of 5 per cent on the 10 richest billionaires
in the country would have fetched Rs 1.37 lakh crore.
Moreover, boasting of growth in tax revenue is marked by the
fact that 64 per cent of the total Rs 14.83 lakh crore in Goods
and Services Tax (GST) raised in 2021-22, had come from
bottom 50 per cent of the population while the contribution of
top 10% rich was only 3 per cent. Many big business pocketed
the credit input benefit instead of passing to the end-customers
and yet more waivers are announced for them in the name of
rationalization.

So, this yearly ritual of budget presentation has indeed
become a farce as it does not address any of the people’s
issues but abounds in sickening sycophancy of the PM, and
break-jaw economic jargons and gymnastic of demagogy to
shield the utter failures of the BJP government subservient to
the ruling monopolists and totally against people’s interest.

SUCI(C) holds budget 2023-’24

Facts mock
‘Saab ka saath,

saabka vikas’ slogan
Since the pandemic broke up, billionaires in India have

seen their wealth surge by 121 per cent or Rs 3,608 crore per
day in real terms, a new Oxfam study showed on 16 January
2023. The richest one per cent in India now own more than 40
per cent of the country’s total wealth, while the bottom half of
the population together share just 3 per cent of wealth. The
combined wealth of India’s 100 richest has touched USD 660
billion (Rs 54.12 lakh crore)—an amount that could fund the
entire Union Budget for more than 18 months.

Taxing India’s ten-richest at 5 per cent can fetch entire
money to bring children back to school. A one-off tax on
unrealized gains from 2017-2021 on just one billionaire,
Gautam Adani, could have raised Rs 1.79 lakh crore, enough
to employ more than five million Indian primary school
teachers for a year. If India’s billionaires are taxed once at 2
per cent on their entire wealth, it would support the
requirement of Rs 40,423 crore for the nutrition of
malnourished in the country for the next three years.

(Times of India 16-01-23)

Contd. from page 1
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Make SUCI (C) candidates victorious
in Tripura assembly election

to strengthen mass movement
Election of Tripura Legislative

Assembly is going to be held on 16th
February 2023 amidst a severe
political, economic, social, and cultural
crisis.  Being disgusted with the long
25 years at a stretch pro-capitalist,
anti-people,  non-left rule  of the CPI

power with established vote-based parties. It
is in course of this that tribal outfits like
Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT)
and the Tipraha Indigenous Progressive
Regional Alliance (abbreviated as TIPRA;
also Tipra Motha) have been formed and they
are projecting themselves as messiahs of the
downtrodden tribal people. IPFT had hitherto
been in alliance with the BJP. But now it is
learnt that they have initiated a ‘‘close-door
meeting’’ on a possible merger with the
TIPRA led by erstwhile royal and former
Congress leader Pradyot Manikya
Debbarman. On the other hand, the CPI (M)
discarding our repeated request to forge a
strong struggling left alliance, have now found
a dependable ally in the Congress. So, they
have entered into an alliance with the
Congress who was long rejected by the
people for their misrule and have also been
desperately trying to woo TIPRA to their side
knowing full well that TIPRA is a separatist
force claiming formation of Tipraland by
bifurcating Tripura. On the other hand,
TIPRA is stated to be pursuing the
proverbial ‘the dog in the manger policy’ and
trying to negotiate unity with the BJP.

In the situation, it was necessary to
counter the menace of communal BJP by
developing a united powerful sustained
organized movement of the people over the
burning problems of life under a united left
leadership. In that event, this election could
also be fought by the united left as part of
that movement. But as already stated, the
CPI (M), in its desperateness to get back
power pending which they find their
existence at stake, are also keeping their
doors open for TIPRA. And being denied
ticket, a CPI (M) MLA and a former
Congress State President have switched to
the BJP. Power is what matters for them all,
not ideology or principle.

Naturally, in this tug-of-war for power,
toiling masses have nothing to expect but
prolongation as well as escalation of their
misery and penury. While all others are busy
in working electoral arithmetic, the SUCI(C)
firmly holding aloft the banner of Marxism-
Leninism-Shibdas Ghosh Thought and
struggling militant leftism are fighting the
election alone in five seats based on its own
organizational strength since revolutionaries
need to participate in bourgeois election
upholding revolutionary line till the time people
are consciously disillusioned about bourgeois
vote-based power politics and ready for
revolutionary overthrow of ruthlessly
exploitative capitalism, the root of all evils.

Constituency Candiadate

  Agartala Comrade Malin Debbarma
  Town Bardwali Comrade Shibani Bhowmik
  Badharghat(SC) Comrade Mridul Kanti Sarkar
   Radhakisorpur Comrade Bibhu Lal Dey
  Dharmanagar Comrade Sanjay Chaudhury

(M), people were determined to oust them
from power. Congress, then in opposition,
was too weak to be considered as viable
bourgeois contender to the CPI (M). The
BJP was then having an insignificant
presence in the state. But with CPI (M)
having been thoroughly discredited and the
Congress too depleted in strength, the ruling
bourgeoisie extended its full backing to the
BJP, who already proved their unstinted
loyalty to the ruling class. Empowered by
class backing, the BJP achieved a landslide
victory and formed government. With the
BJP in power, a sizeable number of the CPI
(M), Congress and even TMC (which
sought to make foray into the state by
engineering defection from the Congress)
workers and leaders switched to it. But
within no time, the downright anti-people,
arch communal fascist autocratic face of the
BJP was unmasked. Sensing growing anti-
BJP feeling among the masses, the BJP top
brass replaced its chief minister in May 2022.
But, as expected, that hardly made any
difference. Besides soaring price and
unemployment, rising drug-liquor addiction
and atrocities against women, declining
education and healthcare facilities, the
common people of Tripura have been under
constant threat because of the bike-riding
goons of the BJP in extortion, destroying
house and property of the political
opposition with impunity. In fact, this
criminal brigade has unleashed a reign of
terror making a mockery of democracy.
Alongside, the BJP have been making every
possible effort to divide people along
religious-ethnic-linguistic lines.

Secondly, a large part of Tripura is
dominated by the 19 different groups of
tribal people who faced immense torture
from the moneyed gentry during British rule.
Even when the CPI (M) was in power, they
did nothing for economic development of
the tribal masses. Instead of unleashing a
process through which these backward
tribals could come to the mainstream of life,
freely mix with other ethnic-linguistic
communities and thereby could be
enlightened, the CPI (M) leaders only
viewed them as vote bank and hence
worked towards pushing them towards
nurturing narrow sectarian ethnic mindset.
Taking advantage of that, a section of the
regional bourgeoisie picked up some aspirant
people from within these tribal masses,
tutored them in reaping electoral benefits by
flaunting their tribal identity among their
fellow brothers and sisters and thus share

Cat is now out of the bag
Hitherto, the BJP was pretending that it has not

engineered any defection of legislatures of other parties in
any state for toppling an elected ministry and install in its place
a ministry of its own. The BJP leaders were claiming that
MLAs of other parties were becoming turncoats in their
favour out of ideological attraction and disgust about their own
parties. However, public perception has been to the contrary.
But now the BJP has itself admitted that it is indeed engaged
in the business of horse trading and poaching.

While addressing the media after the Maharashtra state
assembly was adjourned sine die, Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis took a jibe at Shiv Sena leader Aaditya
Thackarey saying that, ‘‘We are not afraid of even his father.
We formed a government in the state by taking 50 MLAs
from his party under his nose. He had said that Mumbai would
burn, but not even a matchstick was burnt.’’ Fadnavis’
remarks came a day after Aaditya Thackarey said that the
state government is scared of a 32 year-old man (meaning
himself).

The political drama in Maharashtra started when Shiv
Sena minister Eknath Shinde, who has claimed the support of
more than three dozen party MLAs, raised a banner of revolt
against the Uddav Thackrey leadership and moved along with
his followers to stay in a 5-star hotel in Guwahati accepting
‘hospitality’ of the BJP chief minister of Assam for weeks.
Later, he joined hands with the BJP and formed a new
coalition government with it by toppling the Uddhav-led Shiv
Sena-NCP-Congress ministry.        (Source-Outlook 31-12-22)

Without Comment
‘‘Bulldozers can be a sign of peace and growth by

enforcing law and order’’, said Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. Adityanath made the remark in
Mumbai on Wednesday, January 4, when media persons
asked him about his ‘‘Bulldozer Baba’’ moniker. Adityanath
and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have stood by what
came to be known as ‘‘bulldozer justice’’. While his
supporters described it as a case of proceeding sternly
against criminals, his critics called it targeted
disproportionate action against the dissenters. (Times of India

and The Wire 05-01-23)

A Madhya Pradesh minister has stirred a controversy
by reportedly asking Congress members in the state to join
the ruling BJP or face the threat of demolition by the Chief
Minister’s bulldozer. ‘‘Listen Congress members—join the
BJP. Move towards this side (ruling party) slowly. In 2023
(when Assembly polls are scheduled in the state) too, the
BJP will form a government in MP. Mama’s bulldozer is
ready,’’ Mr. Sisodia reportedly said at the gathering while
canvassing for the Raghogarh Nagar civic polls scheduled
for 20 January 2023. Like some other BJP-ruled states, the
Madhya Pradesh government has been bulldozing the
alleged illegal portions of the houses of people accused of
various offences, a practice that has often been hailed by
CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan, popularly called ‘mama’, as a
symbol of his government’s ‘‘zero tolerance’’ towards
crime and criminals. (The Hindu-20-01-23)

Comrade Jaison Joseph elected
new Kerala State Secretary
In its last meeting held in the presence of Comrade K

Radhakrishna, Polit Bureau member, Kerala State
Committee, SUCI(C), had decided that Comrade V.
Venugopal,  Politburo Member and State Secretary should
be relieved  as he is unable to discharge his duties as the
State Secretary due to health reasons and unanimously
elected Comrade Jaison Joseph, Central Committee
member, as new Kerala State Secretary. The decision has
been approved by the Central Committee.


