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Long Live Great Lenin
‘‘Marxism was the first to transform socialism from a utopia into a science, to lay a firm foundation for this

science, and to indicate the path that must be followed in further developing and elaborating it in all its parts. It
disclosed the nature of modern capitalist economy by explaining how the hire of the labourer, the purchase of labour-
power, conceals the enslavement of millions of propertyless people by a handful of capitalists, the owners of the land,
factories, mines, and so forth. It showed that all modern capitalist development displays the tendency of large-scale
production to eliminate petty production and creates conditions that make a socialist system of society possible and
necessary.

It taught us how to discern, beneath the pall of rooted customs, political intrigues, abstruse laws, and intricate
doctrines—the class struggle, the struggle between the propertied classes in all their variety and the propertyless
mass, the proletariat, which is at the head of all the propertyless. It made clear the real task of   a revolutionary
socialist party: not to draw up plans for refashioning society, not to preach to the capitalists and their hangers-on
about improving the lot of the workers, not to hatch conspiracies, but to organize the class struggle of the proletariat
and to lead this struggle, the ultimate aim of which is the conquest of political power by the proletariat and the
organization of a socialist society… We do not regard Marx's theory as something completed and inviolable; on the
contrary, we are convinced that it has only laid the foundation stone of the science which socialists must develop in
all directions if they wish to keep pace with life.’’ (‘Our Programme’—Articles for ‘‘Rabochaya Gazeta’’)

My father, an uncompromising revolutionary

fighter of Indian Freedom Struggle
—Anita Bose Puff, daughter of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose

‘‘Had Netaji an opportunity to
serve his country after
independence, most certainly he
would have given priority to such
issues as proper education for all
and public health and particularly,
he would have been proactive for
eradication of illiteracy as well as
communalism….He also wanted
to eradicate oppression, religious-
casteist divides and subjugation of
women…He used to inspire the students and
youths to come forward and perform a determining
role in bringing about social change. He had
established a separate female regiment in INA as
a mark of his respect for women.’’

Such were the words of Netaji’s daughter and
former professor of economics Dr. Anita Basu
Puff, while taking part in an on-line webinar on
31st December, right from Munich, Germany.
While giving a brief account of Netaji’s eventful
revolutionary life, his ouster from Congress
Presidentship by Gandhite right-wing leaders,
betrayal of so-called leftists to his righteous cause
and Netaji’s martyrdom for country’s freedom to
his staunch opposition to communalism and
religious fanaticism, she was overwhelmed to find
at what high esteem her father is held even today.

Dr. Soumitro Banerjee, Bhatnagar award
winner renowned scientist counted among the first
two percent of the eminent scientific personalities
of the country, who spoke after Dr Anita Bose
Puff, pointed out that Netaji’s was a life-long battle
against communal mentality and forces, which he
had compared with cancer. He threw light upon
the unique role played by Netaji in the
uncompromising trend of our freedom movement,
his avowed support for soviet socialism and dream

of an exploitation-free India after
ouster of the British imperialists.
But his attempt for a left
consolidation against rightist
leadership of the Congress did not
materialize as the so-called
communist party and other leftist
forces, instead of standing by him,
opposed him tooth and nail. Most
surprising is that the Hindu
fundamentalists and pseudo-

communists who called him reactionary and traitor,
are now claiming his legacy to play to the gallery.

The webinar was organized as a ‘curtain
raiser’ on the occasion of observance of Netaji’s
birth anniversary on 23 January 2023 by ‘Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose 126th Birth Anniversary
Committee’, a public body of eminent intellectuals,
scientists, jurists, doctors, educationists, litterateurs,
film personalities, journalists and other democratic-
minded admirers of Netaji. The Committee
informed that as, because of pandemic, the
concluding programme of year-long observance of

the 125th birth anniversary of this leading light of
Indian freedom movement could not be organized
on 23 January 2022 in the manner contemplated to
widely spread his thoughts and acquaint one and
all with his illustrious life struggle, it had to be
deferred by a year.

22 April 1870 - 21 January 1924

Mohan Bhagwat’s comment is a direct incitement
to communal violence: SUCI(C)

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary of SUCI(C), issued the following statement
on 13 January 2023:

RSS chief’s comment in its mouthpiece is not only highly condemnable but alarming too.
When minority community, being continuously attacked, humiliated, tortured and even murdered
under this or that plea by the Hindutva brigade, is panic-stricken, where does he find that they are
showing ‘sense of supremacy’?

It is nothing but a motivated lie. Moreover, by this comment, he sought to justify and give
further incitement to a communally violent mindset as a ‘just war by Hindus against Muslims’.

We call upon all sections of people to come out and raise their voice against this heinous
conspiracy.
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 On 2nd January 2023, a 5-member Supreme
Court bench in a 4-1 majority verdict rejected the
petitions challenging demonetization, and upheld its
legality, with the majority concluding that there
was no flaw in the decision-making process. The
majority judgment noted that the move, which
came six years ago, had ‘reasonable nexus’ with
the objectives it sought to achieve and that it is ‘not
relevant whether the objective was achieved or
not.’ However,  Justice Nagarathna dissented from
the majority judgment on the point of the Union
government’s powers under Section 26(2) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act and said the
scrapping of the Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 series notes
had to be done through legislation and not through
a notification. ‘

‘Parliament should have discussed the
law on demonetization, the process should not
have been done through a gazette notification.
Parliament cannot be left aloof on an issue of
such critical importance for the country,’’ she
said. She also said there was no independent
application of mind by the RBI and only its opinion
was sought, which cannot be said to be a
‘‘recommendation’’. So, even on procedural
aspect, unanimity was not arrived at. It is pertinent
to recall that on 28 December 2022, both the
central government and the RBI omitted from their
respective affidavits submitted to the Supreme
Court that the RBI’s recommendation for the note
ban— a procedural requirement—came after the
central bank critiqued many of the government’s
justifications. Earlier also, the same Bench
questioned whether the government and the RBI
realized their stated objectives of choking black
money, terror financing and fake currency through
the policy to demonetize Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes
in 2016. However, the government side parried
those questions and only submitted to examine
maintainability of the petitions challenging note
ban. So, in no way, this Apex Court pronouncement
validates the justifiability of demonetization.

Changing positions on objective
of demonetization

It is also on record that the government went
on shifting goal posts about the objective of
demonetization. In his speech of 8 November 2016
announcing demonetization, the Prime Minister
only spoke of unearthing black money, curb terror-
funding and immobilize fake currencies. In this
particular speech, Modi used the phrase ‘‘black
money’’ 18 times. A digital or cashless economy
had found no mention at all in that speech.

On 27 November 2017, the PM first said,
‘‘Scrapping these notes has opened other
avenues to make payments. Download apps of
banks and e-payment options. Shopkeepers
can keep card swiping facilities and everyone
can ensure they pay safe using their credit and
debit cards. If not a 100% cashless society, I
request you to make India ‘less-cash society’.’’
In that speech, he had used the phrase ‘‘digital/
cashless’’ thrice as much as ‘‘black money’’, while
there was no mention of ‘‘fake currency’’. The
then finance minister late Arun Jaitley later said
that ‘‘confiscation of money’’ was not an objective
and the government only expected all the SBNs
[specified bank notes] to come back to the banking
system to become effectively usable currency.
This was indeed disingenuous. If that were the

case, the rationale behind the various stop-go
announcements that followed in the wake of the
decision are hard to fathom. On 11 January 2017,
he told a parliamentary panel that ‘‘Targeted
verification of suspect substantial deposits is
likely to widen and deepen the tax base’’ after
demonetization. He also added, ‘‘Along with other
measures for increasing transparency and
strengthening enforcement, the demonetization
will pave the way for sustainable faster
economic growth.’’  On 13 February 2017, Arun
Jaitley said, ‘‘Demonetization was a bold and
decisive strike in a series of measures to arrive
at a bigger, cleaner and real GDP.’’
‘‘Demonetization coupled with the
implementation of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime will make generation of cash a lot
more difficult, help towards the objective by
creating greater compliance and increasing
digitization,’’ he said on 23 July 2017.

On 25 November 2017, at a rally in Bhatinda,
Punjab, the PM said, ‘‘I want to protect the rights
of poor and middle class. People are forced to
pay bribe in schools, hospitals and when they
want to buy land. I am thankful for the support
of people in the fight against black money and
corruption.’’ Arvind Subramaniam, Chief
Economic adviser to the government, pointed out
on 31 January 2017 that ‘‘aim of the
demonetization is to bring down real estate
prices,’’ In April 2017, late Jetliji claimed higher
digitization and behavioural change was the big
objective and not confiscation of black money.

Was then demonetization aimed at curbing
corruption, hitting the black economy and
recovering black money? Was it to force India into
the digital economy era? Was it a way to tackle
terrorism, trafficking and other such crimes? Or,
was it all part of efforts to herald change in India’s
economic and political funding landscape? There is
no clarity on that. In fact, the frequent change in
official goal posts bedevilled an objective
assessment of what did demonetization really
achieve.

How far true are claims
of success

On 27 December 2016, PM Modi said in a
rally in Dehradun, Uttarakhand, that ‘‘With just
one move on 8 November, the worlds of
terrorism, drug mafia, human trafficking and
fake note smuggling were destroyed.’’ In an
interview two days later, he observed: ‘‘Cash held
by terrorists, Maoists and other extremists has
also been neutralized. There has been a
crippling impact on dangerous and highly
damaging illegal activities, such as human
trafficking and narcotics’’. A fact-check proves,
however, that none of the claims is true.

Demonetization did not have any discernible
impact on currency in circulation in the country,
which has soared by almost 83% since 8
November 2016. PTI, citing Reserve Bank data,
has reported that the currency in circulation, in
value terms, soared from Rs 17.74 lakh crore on 4
November 2016, to Rs 32.42 lakh crore on 23
December 2022. Even currency circulation on 23
December was higher than that of Rs 31.33 lakh
crore as on 31 March 2022. Even Nirmala
Sitharaman, the present finance minister informed
Parliament on 19 December last that in March

2017, value of currency in circulation was Rs 13.1
lakh crore i.e., 20% less than what it was in
November 2016, the time of demonetization. But
in March 2018, it jumped by 37.67% to reach Rs
18.03 lakh crores.

On the government’s reasoning that the move
would have ‘‘eliminated counterfeit notes’’. But
RBI has recently said estimated Rs 400 crore
worth of fake notes are in circulation. as a
percentage of the total quantum of currency in
circulation in the country. RBI data also showed
that digital transactions fell 27% in April this year
compared to the previous month. Unofficial
sources show that human trafficking has soared
considerably. 2 to 6.5crore  Indians, men, women
and children,  are trafficked in India for diverse
reasons. As regards phenomenal spurt in
corruption, pages of daily newspapers would
vouch in no uncertain a term. In 2021, the country
was ranked 85th out of 180 in the Corruption
Perceptions Index. Just in the arena of bourgeois
parliamentarian politics, corruption is galore. For
example, use of black money in elections to win at
any cost (breaching statutory spending limits) as
well as enormous spending for engineering
defections creates the need for the recovery of
that cost through large scale malpractices. Election
funding is not transparent making it prone to the
usage of black money and funding based on quid
pro quo. Unholy nexus between power-monger
politicians and profit-hungry corporates is another
face of corruption. Criminalization of politics is now
an established fact in the country.

Under Modi Government, terror incidents
reportedly went up by 176%.  On 31 December
last, Jammu and Kashmir Police has called the year
2022 a very successful one in anti-terror operations
in the Kashmir region. The police informed that 172
terrorists have been killed in over 90 operations in
the Kashmir Valley. Then where is the claimed dip
in terrorism? Cash remained the most preferred
mode of transactions even as digital payments
gathered pace in a country of more than a billion
people, according to a pilot survey by RBI. Secondly,
there is spurt in cybercrime at such a level that
banks and governments have to continuously warn
the people. Debit and Credit card frauds are
maximum. Then whither digital India?  People
continue to pay bribes to get their children admitted
in good schools. A survey revealed that in rural
areas, 37% of the children are not going to school.
Real estate prices across top six cities are set to
jump 6-10 per cent this fiscal year and 3-5 per cent
in the next financial year because of a steep rise in
raw material, labour and land costs.

So, though the decision of demonetization
might have cleared legal scrutiny of technical
grounds and that too not without dissent, the move is
distinctively proved to be totally illegitimate, if not
sinister and fraudulent. That is the reason, the BJP
top brass is now tight-lipped over outcome of
demonetization which took away over 150 precious
lives, wrought havoc in people's life, doomed daily
wagers, MSMEs and small traders to ruination and
made a mockery of ‘crusade against corruption and
terrorism’.

It is worth to recall that honourable Prime
Minister had said on 13 November 2016: ‘‘I have
asked the country for just 50 days. If after
December 30, there are shortcomings in my
work or there are mistakes or a bad intention
found in my work, I will be prepared for the
punishment that the country decides for me.
Hang me if so necessary’’ What do you say Sir
now?

Demonetization proved again and again

to be a fraud committed on people
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Talibani edict of banning education to

women is fundamentalist misogynic tyrrany
The Taliban government of

Afghanistan has unfolded its
orthodox misogynic fundamentalist
face within a year of its takeover of
the country for the second time. It
has now announced banning women
from universities. Under the first
Taliban rule from 1996 to 2001, girls
were not allowed to get education,
and female teachers were ordered to
stay at home. Since taking over
Afghanistan for a second time, the
Taliban have permitted girls to go to
school. But then in a cruel U-turn,
the Taliban in March last blocked
girls from returning to secondary
schools on the morning they were
supposed to reopen. Now with the
prevention of girls from going to
universities, the girls are totally
excluded from the arena of
education. This most tyrannical step
has sparked international
condemnation as well as wrath and
despair among young Afghans, both
male and female. There have been
public protests against this despotic
decision. Protesters from a dozen of
Afghan women’s rights activists and
girl students came out on the streets
of Kabul and other cities to raise
their voices against the closure of
the girls’ universities. Male students
boycotted exams after their female
colleagues were not allowed to enter
universities due to the ban on
women’s university education.
Dozens of teachers have resigned in
protest against the Talibani edict. A
professor from Kabul University in
Afghanistan destroyed his diploma
certificates on live TV in protest
against the university ban on Afghan
women. ‘‘From today I don’t need
these diplomas anymore because
this country has no place for
education. If my sister and mother
cannot study, then I do not accept
this education,’’ he said while ripping
apart the certificates.

Other anti-women steps of
Talibani rule

This Taliban directive serves
as a stark warning of what lies
ahead and a harsh reminder of their
brutal 1996-2001 regime during
which women were subjected to
persistent human rights violations,
denied employment and education,
forced to wear the burqa and
forbidden from leaving home without
a male ‘‘guardian’’ or mahram.
Despite claiming that they have
changed their stance on women’s
rights, the Taliban’s actions and
latest efforts to commit thousands of
women to sexual slavery
demonstrate quite the opposite. The
authorities have also returned to
public floggings and executions of

men and women in recent weeks as
they said they were implementing an
extreme interpretation of Islamic
sharia law. The Talibanis claim that
they are adhering to an austere
version of Islam, with the Taliban’s
supreme leader Hibatullah
Akhundzada and his inner circle of
Afghan clerics staunchly opposed to
modern education, especially for
girls and women. Women have also
been pushed out of many
government jobs—or are being paid
a slashed salary to stay at home.
They are also barred from travelling
without a male relative and have to
mandatorily cover themselves
outside of the home, ideally with a
burqa. In November 2021, they
were prohibited from going to parks,
funfairs, gyms and public baths.
The Taliban government has even
gone to the extent of ridiculing the
girls with a veiled threat by pointing
out that while they have been
instructed to wear hijab, they,
instead, were wearing dresses as if
they were going to wedding parties.
‘‘Girls were studying agriculture and
engineering in defiance of Afghan
honour and Islam,’’ they added. This
is how the Talibanis are seeking to
justify their anti-women injunctions
using religion as a cover.

Historical developments till
Saur revolution

In Proletarian Era dated 01-09-
2021, we had earlier dealt with in
details the perspective in which the
Talibanis who were once rejected
by the Afghan people, could stage a
comeback. Still, a recap is
considered necessary to understand
the present developments in
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan. In 1919
Afghanistan signed the Treaty of
Rawalpindi, which ended the Third
Anglo-Afghan War and marks
Afghanistan’s official date of
independence. Thereafter, following
some twists and turn, Mohammad
Zahir Shah, the last king of
Afghanistan, began a 40-year reign
in 1933. Though pretending a neutral
stand after Second World War, Shah
is reported to have enjoyed tacit
support of US imperialism.  But,
when a inner-conflict among the
Pashtun tribes caused tension with
the then US-backed neighbouring
state of Pakistan in 1948,
Afghanistan started shifting towards
the Soviet Union. In 1963 Shah
dismissed Mohammad Daoud, his
cousin, from prime ministership
because of  Daoud’s anti-Pakistan
policy meaning anti-US stand.  A
new constitution, ratified in 1964,
somewhat liberalized the
constitutional monarchy. Soon after

that, on 1 January 1965, party
named People’s Democratic Party
of Afghanistan (PDPA) was
established in Afghanistan at the
instance of Soviet Union. However,
PDPA did not describe itself as
‘‘communist’’, instead using labels
such as ‘‘national democratic’’ and
‘‘socialist’’ and it also it did not
evolve as a communist party
fulfilling all necessary conditions.
However, people of Afghanistan
gradually felt attraction towards
Marxism-Leninism and developed a
pro-revolution mindset. PDPA
instead of directing people along
right track, was itself ridden with
factional feud between the Khalq
and Parcham factions. Finally
PDPA declared itself a nationalist
force. In the meanwhile, in 1973,
Daoud overthrew Shah by a coup
and established a republic. Initially
the PDPA was highly represented in
Daoud government’s cabinet, but
many PDPA officials were later
dismissed as relations between the
party and President Daoud Khan
worsened. But by then, revisionist
Khrushchevites had firmed up their
grip in Soviet Union, began
denigrating great Stalin and rolling
out the process of counter-revolution
albeit covertly. As a part of that, the
Revisionist Brezhnev, then head of
Soviet Union, had started pursuing a
policy of creating its own sphere of
influence by installing its, so to say,
pliant regimes in various countries
through coups and counter-coups.
This was out and out an anti-Marxist
step.  As a sequel to this, the
PDPA, led by Nur Muhammad
Taraki, with the backing of Soviet
Union, seized power from Daoud
Khan through another counter-coup
in April. This became known as the
Saur Revolution and consequently a
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan
was set up. This republic also did not
come through the process of any
democratic upheaval and hence
lacked democratic content in many
ways. It lasted till 1987. As this was
a transfer of power through a coup
with the help of a foreign power, for
obvious reasons, it obstructed the
normal process of fulfilling the
national aspiration of the Afghan
people for establishing democracy,
which was manifested in that
country decades earlier. Though a
support for Marxism-Leninism was
crystallizing in Afghanistan in the
1960s, continuous interferences in
the internal affairs of that country by
the revisionist Soviet leadership gave
birth to resentment against the
Soviet Union among the Afghan
people. The oppressive rule by the

new Tarakki government also
created a sense of deep resentment
and strong anti-Soviet reaction
among the freedom loving
democratic minded people who,
instead of being more and more
allegiant towards Marxism-
Leninism, turned against it. As days
passed on, Afghan rebels like
Mujahideen, an Islamic revivalist
outfit armed by the US and Britain,
swelled more and more in number
and within a short time, a civil war
engulfed most of the provinces of
the country. Amongst this turmoil,
Hafizullah Amin, who was deputy to
Tarakki, seized power in a palace
coup in September 1979. In the
meanwhile, taking advantage of the
flawed policies of the Soviet-backed
Tarakki regime, fundamentalist
reactionary forces started raising
their ugly heads and misleading
people with a vile propaganda that
Afghanistan’s traditional Islamic
culture was in danger.

Naked Soviet intervention
made the situation

further worse
Finding that the government of

its choice being overthrown,
revisionist leadership of the Soviet
Union nakedly intervened militarily
in Afghanistan, dethroned and
executed President Hafizullah Amin
and installed one Babrak Karmel in
the Presidential chair. This further
accentuated anti-Soviet reaction
among the freedom loving
democratic minded people of
Afghanistan. Worst was the fact
that because of such a highly flawed
step by the Brezhnev-led Soviet
leadership, the forces of reaction,
religious fanatics, the outmoded
conservative elements, i.e., all those
who hindered social progress and
people’s emancipation from decades
long feudal bondage and hitherto
were suppressed because of being
rejected by the people, got a distinct
upper hand to take the country back
to regressive path. Incidentally, it is
one thing to smash counter-
revolutionary upsurge in a socialist
country by extending all kinds of
help including military help to the
revolutionary leadership there. But,
invading a country by moving 80,000
troops only because a favoured
bourgeois regime there was facing
danger of reported tribal insurgency,
is totally different and outright non-
Marxist. It was akin to military
intervention in other countries by
imperialist powers as a part of their
expansionist policy. Pertinent to
mention that when Yugoslavia turned
revisionist and the process of
socialism was reversed there, great
Stalin did not opt for military
intervention. Yugoslavia took
independent decision of discarding
socialism. Though this decision did

Contd. on page 4
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harm international communist
movement, Soviet Union led by
Stalin never thought of using force
to prevent deviation of Yugoslavia as
that would have created a negative
sentiment against the striding Soviet
socialism which would have been
immensely damaging.
Rise of Islamic fundamentalist

groups like Taliban
This misadventure and

downright flawed policy of
revisionist Soviet leadership paved
way for imperialist US to creep in
and strengthen its stronghold on that
country.  US always had a hawk’s
eye on Afghanistan, rich in mineral
deposits including gold, copper,
lithium, high quality gemstones as
well as natural gas and petroleum
and, above all, the largest grower of
opium and other toxicants.

Its strategic geopolitical
location from where military
surveillance on the entire Asia
including Middle-East was also of
attraction to US imperialist rulers.
As admitted in the CIA’s own
documents, secret US aid to the
opponents of the pro-Soviet regime
in Kabul was initiated in 1979. In
1988 was created the Al Qaeda,
another conglomerate of rabid
Islamic fundamentalists, with full
backing of US imperialism.  By
1989, the revisionist leadership of the
Soviet Union was compelled to
withdraw their forces from
Afghanistan and a new government
was formed with the support of the
Mujahedeen. But terrible power
struggle among the warlords
continued with armed conflicts in
various places. In this pathetic
murky situation, emerged the
Taliban militia in 1994, once more
with the blessings, patronage and
support of the US imperialists as
well as of the Pakistani capitalist
rulers, then an ally of US.  Taliban
rule was marked by resurgence of
obscurantist feudal culture and
religious revivalism and hence
became progressively unpopular. In
absence of any left and democratic
force, the Taliban rapidly spread its
influence and finally with the aid of
the Pakistani army captured power
in 1996.

When a stated terrorist attack
pulverized the twin tower building in
New York on 11 September 2001,
the US government pretending to be
a crusader against terrorism
particularly Islamic terrorism, held
the Al Qaeda responsible for it and
declared war on Afghanistan, which
was then ruled by the Taliban, ally

of the Al Qaeda. From 2001 to
2021, Afghanistan had one after
another client regimes of US
imperialism, limitlessly oppressive
and utterly corrupt. Rage and
discontent among Afghan people
against US invasion were already
mounting. It also gave birth to deep
sense of national humiliation in the
minds of the freedom-loving people
of that country. Because of the
weakness or rather in absence of
any powerful secular democratic
force, the dreaded Taliban whom
the Afghans once rejected had been
usurping the rising wave of hatred
towards the invaders-cum-occupiers
and of a common cause of anti-US
imperialist nationalist sentiment.
Also, in absence of a resistance
movement involving the entire nation
led by enlightened democratic
forces, the dislodged Taliban began
to regroup.

As soon as the US imperialist
rulers could sense that aggravation
of military assault could be counter-
productive because public mood,
both in Afghanistan as well as in
their own country, was glaringly
hostile against their puppet
government, and the Taliban was
gaining strength very fast, they
switched over to a new strategy to
serve the heinous class interest of
US imperialism in Afghanistan. So
former US President Trump initiated
a talk with the Taliban
representatives and following a
secret agreement between the two,
the US military was withdrawn and
allowed a second Talibani
government to rule the country.

Tragedy is that a country which
sought to break open its age-old
shackles of religious bigotry and
even made progress towards being
led by the higher ideology of
Marxism-Leninism, became once
again captive in the hands of forces
of reaction and medieval despotism
because of an utterly ruinous step of
Khrushchevite revisionists,
responsible for collapse of Soviet
socialism as well as mighty Socialist
camp which worked as a bulwark
against all heinous conspiracies and
machinations of imperialist sharks
and their hirelings of different shades
and colours.

Talibani despotism has been
laid bare in no time

Immediately after assuming
power, they were displaying a
civilized face with promise of safety
to all, preservation of women’s
rights, media freedom, a forgiveness
to all who fought against them,
amnesty for erstwhile government
officials and assurance that

Afghanistan would no more be a
haven for terrorists. They also
sought to portray themselves in
media glare as more moderate in
contrast to their previous Islamic
fundamentalist despotic rule. But
that all these have been publicity
blitz aimed at reassuring world
powers and a fearful population, are
now glaringly exposed. Now, the
ban of education to women has
added dimension to Talibani
despotism, a vile face of Islamic
fundamentalism.

Religion and fundamentalism
are different

One more point needs to be
understood in this regard. Religion
and fundamentalism are not one and
the same. When religion is used as
a tool by the vested interest to gain
and sustain political power by
intoxicating people with religious
fanaticism and orthodoxy, non-
observance of certain religious
customs, practices and codes that
were prescribed hundreds of year
back in the then condition, is held as
blasphemy or sacrilege, it is
fundamentalism. No religion has
preached to hate other religions, nor
have they encouraged forcible
imposition of one religion on another
religious group. All preachers of
religion, whether Christ, Chaitanya
or Hazarat Mohammed, were great
men of their respective times. They
wanted civility, etiquette, fraternal
feelings, amiable behaviour,
discipline, sense of right or wrong,
respect for each other and such
human qualities to germinate among
people and be mode of their life.
Rejecting some fundamentalist
injunctions or edits does not
tantamount to an affront of religion.
The fundamentalists, no matter
whether they belong to Hindutva or
Islam or Christianity, belong to the
same genre and are thriving with the
backing of the ruling bourgeoise in
different countries, whether India or
Afghanistan or Iran.

Patriarchal domination and
subjugation of women

As we know, patriarchal
domination and subjugation of
women have been hallmark of
feudal obduracy anchored on
religious obscurantism and bigotry.
The so called priests and clergies
drew their power from the grace
and benignancy of the monarchy or
feudal lords. More they could keep
people sunk in obsolete religious
creeds, scriptural credos and blind
faith, more lease of life was
guaranteed to the feudal autocracy
who projected themselves as
representatives of God and hence

omnipotent and sacrosanct. Since
the fundamentalists have their
mooring in revivalism, religious
fanaticism, blindness and orthodoxy,
they have been prescribing all kinds
of cruel injunctions that would
prevent any right, enlightenment or
freedom to women. If they cannot
brainwash the women by preaching
religious creeds and make them
reconcile with a life of perennial
capitulation and deprivation, they do
not hesitate to wield brute power
including physical assault to doom
them to obscurity and submission.
The Talibani torture on Afghan
women are to be understood in this
backdrop.

People need to rise based on
correct ideology

But, in history, the oppressors
and repressors have never
pronounced the last word. With
onslaughts mounting beyond
endurance level, people are bursting
forth in protest against
fundamentalist buccaneering as
well. The latest fearless protests of
people particularly women in
Afghanistan and Iran bear eloquent
testimony to it. But these protests
cannot beget the desired result
unless they are led along right
direction based on correct ideology,
consciousness and leadership and
cemented by rock-like unity.

Unless waves of democratic
mass movement involving the
suffering Afghan people sweep the
length and breadth of that country,
people cannot be freed from the
clutches of immensely tortuous
fundamentalism and clergy
domination and higher ideal, ethics,
social and cultural thoughts would
elude them.

The sooner the overwhelming
toiling people of that country would
be able to create the desired gushes
of democratic mass movement
over the burning demands of their
life based on the edifice of higher
ethics and morality, faster would be
the process of establishing a social
environment congenial to
developing an appropriate social
movement to remove all the
aberrations and preventing
imposition of such draconian edicts
inimical to their growth, progress
and emancipation.

The immediate task is to raise
a chorus in demand of immediate
withdrawal of the barbaric inhuman
fatwa of banning education to
women and keep them away from
enlightenment. We call upon all
democratic minded people of
Afghanistan and the world to
shoulder this essential responsibility.

Taliban

Contd. from page 3

Fundamentalist reactionary forces could raise their ugly heads due to
blunder by revisionist Khrushchevite leadership of USSR
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SUCI(C) expresses grave concern at
reported sinking of Joshimath and

demands immediate proper
permanent measure to prevent

such repeated catastrophes
In statement issued on 8 January 2023, Comrade Mukesh

Semwal, Uttarakhand State coordinator, SUCI(C) said:

We express our grave
concern at the unfortunate news of
land-sinking beneath the beautiful
hill town of Joshimath in district
Chamoli of Uttarakhand. Cracks
have been found in walls of houses,
building, roads and temples and
some hotels have tilted onto other
buildings and new water sources
have emerged in places. These
worrying developments have been
threatening the life and livelihood of
thousands of people staying there
for long. Already local people have
either started shifting or opting to
stay out in the open in this chilling
cold for fear of being buried under
rubbles of collapsing houses.

This danger was not
unanticipated. Geologists have long
been warning that in places like
Joshimath which are prone to
landslides and earthquakes because
of their existence on a running
ridge that is traversed by running
streams with a high gradient from
Vishnuprayag, a confluence of the
Dhauliganga and the Alaknanda
rivers. In fact, way back in 1976,
an alarm was sounded that the
town is located on the site of an
ancient landslide and hence was
not safe.  One recent report also
stated that the area around
Joshimath is covered with thick
layers of overburdened material.
The landslide debris on which the
city was established has a low
bearing capacity and experts have
long warned that it cannot support
a high rate of construction. Yet,
ignoring all warnings, the
governments, both of the state and
the Centre, whether of the BJP or
the Congress, allowed construction
of big buildings and hotels by using
boulders and other temporary rock
supports. Widening of the National
Highway, more for military
transportation—Joshimath being of
great strategic importance to the
Indian army which has several
cantonments in the area—than
ease of civil communication, has
made the slopes highly unstable in
the last couple of decades since
such roads have been built on the
debris of previous landslides as
constructing roads at a height
where the rock is firmer would
have entailed higher cost. PM’s
much-clamoured ‘Chardham’
project also considerably damaged
the rock structure by uncontrolled

grinding. Even mega-hydro-electric
projects are being constructed on
this para-glacier region.

Over and above, the sludge
that came in 2013 Himalayan
tsunami and Rishiganga flood
disaster in 2013 coupled with a sub-
standard drainage system have
made the situation worse. In fact,
Uttarakhand had suffered a man-
made disaster in February 2021,
when a chunk of Nanda Devi
glacier broke off triggering an
avalanche and deluge and washing
away the 13.2 MW Rishiganga
hydropower project near Joshimath
and sweeping away roads and five
bridges which connected adjacent
thirteen villages. Many lives were
lost including labourers trapped in
the hydraulic project sites.

As of today, more than 70 big
and small projects are slated on
different sections of the Ganga and
its tributaries and thousands of
labourers who are working on these
infrastructure projects are bound to
die a nameless, faceless death
because of this contractor-based
model of development being
pursued in the mountains.

Yet the government
administration remained mute
spectators and allowed reckless
urbanization and deforestation to go
on unabated in commercial interest
of the big business houses
benefitting from rising tourism and
turning this eco-sensetive area into
an energy hub. Protest of local
people and scientists are simply
ignored as interest of the profit-
hungry corporates overrides wails
and woes of the poor hapless
inhabitants. As usual, the
government tries to pacify the anger
of people by undertaking some
temporary short term relief
measures and put lid on long term
solutions.

We fully support the
movement waged by suffering
people of Joshimath and also appeal
to all sensitive intellectuals,
scientists and citizens to come
forward and pressurize government
for proper rescue and rehabilitation
of Joshimath people, immediately
ban all projects violative of
recommendation of scientific
committees, save a picturesque
natural gift like Joshimath and
demand of permanent solution for
Uttarakhand people’s development.

PM’s remarks on Sahibzade
martyrdom marks distortion of

history on communal lines
History, a branch of social

sciences, helps us to understand the
past. It is neither just a record of
events and incidents that happened in
the past in a chronological order nor
the interpretation of those events and
incidents as per one’s own wishful
understanding. Therefore, to
understand the past truly and
objectively, we need to have a proper
grasp of those things by scientific
interpretation known as historical
method of analysis. Ignoring the
scientific method of analysis, the
reactionaries and fascist forces quite
often try to give their own selective
narratives to mislead the uninformed
people and thereby serve the vested
interests who thrive on the ignorance
of people.

This is what is illustrated when
the central ministers including the
Prime Minister and the Home
Minister as well as the RSS-BJP top
brass in the name of ‘rewriting
history’ are dishing out trashes and
crass distortions of history solely to
fan communal hatred and foment
national jingoism.

Latest instance has been the
PM’s address on the occasion of
Sahibzade martyrdom day in Sikh
tradition on 27 December last. While
recalling the sacrifice of two sons of
Guru Gobind Singh—Zorawar Singh
and  Fateh Singh, the PM ensured
that  ill feelings are stoked among the
Sikhs against the Muslims. Branding
this historical occasion as ‘Veer Bal
Divas’ to be observed on 27th
December every year from now
onwards, Mr. Modi spoke at length
about the need to be freed from ‘‘the
narrow interpretation of the past in
order to move forward’’. In the same
breath he also added that ‘‘any
country with such a glorious history
must be full of self-confidence and
self-respect.’’ The entire speech of
Mr. Modi is replete with such
instances of sub-serving the BJP’s
politics of anti-Muslim hatred and
religious fanaticism. It is fact that
both the young sons of Guru Govind
Singh were killed by Aurangzeb. But
in the Sikh tradition, both of them are
remembered as Sahibzades not as
children and are called 'Baba' in
reverence. This is the reason the
Sikh organizations openly opposed
the decision of the Central BJP
government to celebrate it as ‘Veer
Bal Diwas’ and demanded that it
should be named ‘Sahibzade
Martyrdom Day’.

Every student of history knows
very well that in the feudal period, all
kings ruled with the strength of a
sword. Many of them led several
wars, suppressed revolts ruthlessly
and committed many heinous crimes.

All these things happened
irrespective of religion professed by
different kings. Apart from the
atrocities of some of Muslim Kings,
history records the brutal crusade of
Hindu Kings against Buddhism and
rationalist thinkers. All these were
done with the purpose of either
expanding their territories or
establishing complete hegemony over
their subjects. Religion had played no
or the least role in all these historical
happenings. Likewise India emerged
as a nation in course of its freedom
struggle against the British
imperialists in a given historical
context of nation building. But the
BJP-RSS brigade has been
propagating that India as a nation
existed from times immemorial and
all others who came to India
particularly the Muslim Kings are
‘outsiders’ or invaders as if it is a
historical fact. The same distorted
approach has crept into the so-called
newly prepared UGC’s Leaning
Outcome Based Curriculum
Framework for History to be taught
and learnt compulsorily at
undergraduate level.

Contrary to these well-
established historical facts an
attempt is being made in the name of
‘‘Idea of Bharath’’ to inculcate a
wrong notion among the students
that Bharath or ‘Hindu nation’
existed from time immemorial and all
others who came here are invaders
and foreigners. Astonishingly, in the
said curriculum framework, there is
a special mention of the terms like
‘‘ethics of Indian valour’’ which
means Indians possessed a
characteristic feature of either
achieving victory or sacrificing lives
in battles but not showing their back.
This is gross distortion and self-
exaggeration in the name of ethics.
Echoing the same jingoistic overtures,
PM Modi mentioned in his speech
that ‘‘the Mughals possessed an
army of millions, while the Veer
Sahibzaade of Guru (the two
martyred children) were armed with
courage. They did not bow down to
the Mughals even though they were
alone. This is when the Mughals
walled them alive.’’ This way of
presenting history serves no other
purpose than their venomous
communal agenda.

Prof. Apoorvanand of Delhi
University rightly remarked that—‘‘it
is true that there was a conflict
between the Mughals and the Sikh
leaders. But Sikhs today have
refrained from using this historical
fact to further politics of violence
against Muslims. Sikh organizations
have stood for the Kashmiri Muslims

Contd. on page 7
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AIUTUC congratulates
Maharashtra Power Sector

employees for thwarting
heinous attempt of privatization

Comrade Shankar Dasgupta, General Secretary,
AIUTUC, issued the following statement on 04-01-2023:

Protesting against grant of parallel license to Adani
Electricity Navi Mumbai Ltd. —a backdoor move of
privatization of power sector—the United Forum
comprising electricity employees and engineers of
Maharashtra Power Sector numbering over 1.26 lakhs
resorted to a 72-hour strike from midnight of 4 January
2023 defying the threat of promulgation of MESM Act-
2017. Under pressure of movement, the BJP-dominated
state government has been compelled to withdraw the
decision of privatization of Maharashtra Power Sector.

It goes without saying, this historic struggle of
Maharashtra Power workers will definitely boost up the
Workers of other Public Sectors to intensify their struggle
against disinvestment and privatization of key sectors.
While congratulating the valiant struggle of Maharashtra
Power workers, AIUTUC urge upon the Maharashtra
State Government not to proceed further to privatize the
power sector to the detriment of the interest of the
employees and the people of Maharashtra at large.

Adani says meteoric rise in his
wealth and profit is not because
of proximity to any individual
leader but 30 years of
institutional reform

Adani Group’s Chairman Gautam Adani, the richest
Indian whose rise is alleged to have been meteoric because
of his close proximity with PM Modi, stated that his group’s
success over the years is due to policy and institutional
reforms in the country, and ‘‘not because of any individual
leader.’’ He said, ‘‘In the past nine years, our profit has been
growing at twice the rate of debt, because of which our
debt-to-earnings before interest, tax, depreciation, and
amortization ratio has come down from 7.6 to 3.2. This is
very healthy for a large group where most of the companies
are in the infrastructure space with assured and predictable
cash flow unlike in manufacturing.’’

The multi-billionaire rues that he is often an easy target
for ‘baseless allegations’ simply due to the fact that he is
from the same state as Prime Minister Modi. Disregarding
such allegations, Adani said that his entrepreneurial journey
would not have started well if not for former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi. ‘‘But for Rajiv Gandhi, my journey as an
entrepreneur would never have taken off,’’ he said.  After
Rajiv Gandhi, it was the leadership of P V Narasimha Rao
that gave his journey its second push, the billionaire added.
Adani also gave credit to the Keshubhai Patel, former Chief
Minister of Gujarat. It was during his term that Adani Group
made its foray into Mundra Port, which remains a very
profitable asset to the group. Currently, the group is actively
involved in a variety of business sectors and is rightly
dubbed as a port-to-power conglomerate.

Though Adani clarified, ‘‘My professional success is
not because of any individual leader but because of the
policy and institutional reforms initiated by several leaders
and governments during a long period of over three
decades,’’ common perception is his fortunes had a sharp
upward lift after Narendra Modi became the Chief Minister
of Gujarat.

(Source: Times of India 301-2-22,
Indian Express 30-12-22, Outlook 29-12-22)

Which India is being adulated

The seventh ‘Vande Bharat Express’
was flagged off in West Bengal on 30
December 2022 by PM Modi. The much-
clamoured ‘state-of-the-art Express’ runs
between Howrah and New Jalpaiguri
covering a distance of 600 km in 7.5 hours.
It means the train would run at an average
speed of 70 Km per hour, much lower than
many other deluxe trains like Shatabdi,
Rajdhani, Gatiman or Duranto Express. Why
the speed would be so low? Because tracks
are not suitable for faster movement.
Inaugurating the train, the PM said, ‘‘In this
21st century, fast-paced development of
Indian Railways is important for fast-paced
development of India. We are working to
modernize the Indian Railways. A national
campaign is on to transform the Railways
through modern trains being manufactured in
India…. In the next eight years, we will see
it reach new heights of modernization.’’

Whom this modernization of Railways
for? The super-rich and highly affluent or the
people at large? Price of ticket in Vande
Bharat is abnormally high—Rs 1,565 for AC
Chair Car (CC) and Rs 2,825 for the
Executive Chair Car—much beyond the
reach of common passengers whose
purchasing power is plummeting fast in the
crisis-ridden capitalist system. So common
people will only watch the train from a
distance, wave at it and sing paeans for
'developing India'. Did they ask the PM for
such a fashion train? Or do they want the
railways to provide them with a safe,
punctual journey in clean compartments at an
affordable cost? Safety technology is not for
the passengers who are compelled to avail
themselves of overcrowded trains. Long
distance trains have generally done away
with unreserved compartments which low
income group people avail.  India is notorious
for big train accidents for which the rulers
show scanty concern.

The railway tracks are poorly
maintained, signal system often goes out of
order and hence collision between two trains
or derailment of compartments take place for
which common passengers suffer, sustain
grievous injuries or even face death. But who
cares about that? Drum-beating and chest-
thumping are much preferred to concern for
common train passengers. Cleanliness has
been given a good bye in trains including the
bathrooms. Instead of cleaning the dirty,
stinking railway platforms and stations bereft
of minimum infrastructure for passenger
convenience, the Centre is now talking of
transforming stations into shopping malls.  For
the common men, trains run late, get stranded
at signals of big stations, suddenly get
cancelled making way for the valued trains.
Millions of workers, mostly daily wagers or

contractual labourers reach their working
places by travelling in dilapidated local trains
like a herd of sheep flocked together. It is they
who keep rolling the wheels of production and
keep the nation moving. But for them, there is
no ‘Vande Bharat’. On the contrary, low-
priced monthly tickets for the construction
workers, for the workers who keep domestic
life hassle free, for workers of unorganized
sectors, and workers of other fields are,
according to BJP leaders, wastage of money.
So, these concessional monthly tickets have
been withdrawn. Who can do so other those
self-certified nationalists, patriots and brand
ambassadors of ‘modern’ India who only love
to burst in self-eulogy in front of the camera?

During pandemic, the BJP-led central
government fabulously increased fares by
renaming ordinary trains as special and
express trains on the plea of minimizing loss
in revenue. Who does not know that this so
called loss is not due to fare structure but
rampant corruption in the railway department
including regular theft of parts and
components and pilferage from sale proceeds
of tickets? Even the very statement of
revenue depletion or the customary lamenting
of ministers for providing subsidy to the
railways from central budget are far from
truth. As per the railway report in the current
financial year from April to October
passengers of unreserved compartments have
increased to 197%. This has resulted in an
increase in profit by 500% vis-à-vis the same
period last year, while for the reserved
compartments, passengers increased by 24%
and profit by 65%.

Long back, privatization process of
railways has been rolled out the effect of
which is manifest in regularly rising fares.
From then onwards, profit maximization has
primacy over passenger comfort in this key
transport sector. Over 3.12 lakh posts are lying
vacant in the railway department. 3.5 lakh
employees have been forced to take voluntary
retirement. Railway catering service mostly
given to private contractors serve sub-standard
food at high price. Even on the newly
introduced ‘Vande Bharat Express’,
passengers have complained of being served
with cold poor standard food. Even other
promised comforts also remain elusive. ‘Vande
Bharat’ passengers from Howrah on the
inaugural journey experienced non-functioning
of air-conditioning system and late arrival at
destination. Who knows what will be ‘‘the new
heights of modernization after eight years’’ as
promised by the PM. ‘Vande Bharat’ means
‘adulating India’.  Which India, which people,
will feel proud of the train other than  those
who roll on money and have a glitzy life-style.
But it is them and the corporate sharks the
BJP is committed to serve.

As part of Madhya
Pradesh State Level
programme demanding
withdrawal of the
announcement made by
the BJP-led state  to give
liquor party license at
home celebrations,
marriages, etc., for Rs.500, AIMSS activists are protesting in Jabalpur on 30 December 2022

by ‘Vande Bharat train’?
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Needed a Ghost-buster to unravel the mysteries

that marked recently concluded Gujarat assembly election
The BJP has registered a

thumping victory in recently
concluded assembly poll in Gujarat
bagging 156 seats. Both the Prime
Minister and Home Minister who
along with several BJP chief
ministers and big guns had virtually
camped in that state for a long
period to do whatever they could to
secure victory for their party. As
everyone had seen the common
people of Gujarat were extremely
aggrieved with the BJP
governments, both at the Centre and
in the state, because of the surfeit of
anti-people policies which have been
steamrolling them in every sphere of
life. But when the election results
were out, it appeared that the voters
had forgotten all their hardships and
ire and generously backed the party
which they have been holding
squarely responsible for all their
miseries.

In fact, such mismatch
between people’s expressed
disillusionment with the ruling party
and the recordings in the EVMs has
been observed for quite some time.
The BJP Prime Minister and his
colleagues in the government and
party had predicted the results
immediately after voting was
completed raising doubts as to
whether the outcome was
determined before the voters
exercised their franchise.

The Gujarat results have also
provided enough reasons for raising
eyebrows. Before the election, a
strong anti-incumbency mindset was
glaringly visible. Everyone, right
from the  vote-specialists to the
journalists as well as the BJP top
brass had a hint of that. Just before
the election, there were waves of
movements of the state government
employees. ASHA-Anganwadi
workers, Health workers  and others
were on the path of the movement.
To pacify them before the election,
the state government had declared
to have accepted their demands. But
after managing to show a landslide
victory, all the pre-poll assurances
have been withdrawn.

 People of Gujarat were also
visibly annoyed with utter
mismanagement of Covid 19 in the
state and deliberate suppression of
facts to play down the intensity of
the pandemic. While as per
government data, the number of
deaths is 10,094.  But the
government itself has given
compensation to more than 1 lakh 10
thousand people in the state. Surely
the numbers do not tally. Unofficial
sources put the number of dead at

near about 4 lakhs. On the condition
of anonymity, some government
quarters also endorsed the unofficial
figure. But election results show as
if people were highly satisfied with
the total mismanagement of the
pandemic. A few days before the
poll, the Morbi bridge collapse
tragedy took away 140 precious
lives. 50 of them were children. This
was no freak accident or a natural
calamity. It was sheer negligence
and inexplicable irresponsibility on
the part of the country that caused
the disaster.

It came to be known that the
government awarded the contract
of maintenance and operation of the
bridge to one Oreva group, a watch
and e-bike manufacturing firm
having no experience of handling
such work for reasons better known
to it. Oreva hired contractors who
were not qualified enough to handle
such work, left the main cable of the
bridge unchanged during renovation
and did not provide proper safety
certificates were not obtained
before allowing visitors to ride on it.
The Oreva authorities skirted any

sudden change in the mood of the
voter at the penultimate moment?

In Ghatlodia constituency,
from where the BJP Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel won by a record
breaking vote, the total voters are
3,52,340. Out of that, 2,57,411
people voted. This amounts to
73.05% of voting.  But Election
commission declared the voting
percentage to be 59.62%! How
could this happen? No one
knows.... Similar discrepancies
were noticed in other constituencies
as well. Moreover, as per media
report, up to 5 pm, it took about 60-
65 seconds for each voter to vote.
But after 5.00 pm, the time got
reduced to 40-45 seconds per
voter!

Another surprising incident
happened in Matar, a predominantly
rural constituency, which was also
won by the BJP.  But most of the
villagers there had gathered in the
form of public meeting after the
election result. They said that they
had voted for the Congress. How
could the BJP emerge victorious?
Media report says that the people

showing that polling ended at 4.55/
56. But counting was extended
beyond 5.00 pm in most of the
constituencies.

Then who were the voters
who voted after 5 pm and how is
that EVM incorporated them within
4.55 pm? Some Media Report
mentioned that VVPAT had
reached Strong Room in the
morning of the day after the polling
day. Were those VVPAT machines
roaming independently without
EVMs? No answer.

Regrettably, the Election
Commission virtually worked as a
'yes man' of the ruling dispensation.
Both PM Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah went to cast their votes
in the form of roadshows. The BJP
leaders, including the PM, did not
refer to any people's issue during
their campaigns but openly played
the communal card. Yet, the
Election Commission remained mute
spectator to such gross violation of
electoral codes.

Finally, chart showing voting
details of some constituencies in
Vadodara would be revealing—

punitive action against it
by branding the tragedy
as ‘‘will of God’’. Even in
a country where
infrastructure is often
dilapidated, the bridge
disaster is one of the
worst in decades and has
triggered widespread
condemnation and
demands for
accountability. The local
people were seething in
anger. Before the day of
voting, BJP workers did
not dare to go for campaigning in
Morbi. The common people of
Morbi stopped auto rickshaw used
for BJP’s poll campaign. Yet, the
BJP candidate bagged the Morbi
seat by securing over one lakh vote.

Next point is about the pattern
of voting.  In the first phase,
initially, it was declared that the
voting percentage is 60.11%. But
later it was revised to be 63.14%.
Similarly, in second phase,
percentage of voting as per first
declaration was just 58.8%. But on
revision the Election Commission
declared final figure to be 65.3%.
No plausible explanation was
received about this significant jump
after ‘recalculation’.

According to media reports
and statistics from Election
Commission, the voters thronged at
the booths in large number after
5.00 pm. What worked behind this

are in the mood to challenge the
election result. In Ellisbridge
Constituency no. 44 in Ahmedabad,
it was noticed that during counting,
EVM machine’s display board was

These are some of the
mysteries that marked the concluded
assembly election in Gujarat.
Clearly, only a ghost-buster can
unravel the extramundane mysteries.

who have been targeted by the
Hindutva forces. When they were
being attacked in India, Sikh
organizations came forward to help
them. Sikhs stood by the Muslims
when they protested against the new
citizenship law.

When the Muslims in Gurgaon
were stopped from offering Friday
prayers, Sikhs opened the doors of
Gurudwaras for them. The RSS and
BJP want to include Sikhs in its
violent project against Muslims. That
is the only reason for them to
remember Guru Gobind Singh or
Guru Tegh Bahadur.’’ During the

historic peasants’ struggle at the
Delhi borders against three black
farm laws, all religious communities-
Sikhs, Muslims, Hindus and others
came together and bravely fought
and achieved victory which sent
shivers down the spines of the ruling
class. So, they are hell-bent on
bringing disunity among the people
using every occasion to weaken the
united struggle of the masses against
anti-people policies of the BJP
government. This conspiracy must be
exposed by unleashing a powerful
ideological campaign against
communal politics of RSS-BJP
combine.

PM’s remarks on Sahibzade martyrdom
Contd. from page 5
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Who are benefitted fromComrade
Provash Ghosh,
General
Secretary,
SUCI(C),
addressing a
School of
Politics of UP
State organizing
Committee on
26 December
2022 at Study Centre of Marxism-Leninism-Shibdas Ghosh Thought, Ghatshila

With persistence of Russia-
Ukraine war, the world wearily
wonders whether the continuing war
will deliver fresh economic shocks,
even as economies are yet to
recover from shocks delivered last
year. Millions across countries have
seen prices go up and real incomes
drop, energy and food becoming
more expensive and bank credit get
dearer. Ukraine has suffered terribly,
and Russia, despite its leadership’s
bravado, has suffered too. But every
day of the war is Christmas Day for
global arms manufacturers.

Since the beginning of the
conflict last February, defence
companies have seen their stocks
rise as the West rushed military aid
to Kyiv. Many of these weapons
came from reserve stockpiles of
Western countries, requiring these
systems to be replenished through
fresh contracts to arms makers.
And while Europe has upped its
contribution in recent months, the
US still remains the largest individual
contributor towards weapons for
Ukraine, committing $18.5 billion till
November 20. In December,
Washington announced another
$1.85 billion in military aid for Kyiv,
which included the Patriot air
defence system.

The US defence budget will hit
a record $858 billion—bigger than
Switzerland’s GDP—this year out
of which at least $800 million will go
towards security assistance to
Ukraine. The defence bill authorizes
specific purchases from arms
companies like Lockheed Martin
and General Dynamics whose
systems have already marked their
presence on the Ukrainian frontline.
In fact, the American Himars rocket
launcher used by the Ukrainian
forces in the Donetsk strike was

probably of Lockheed Martin make.
Therefore, it is hardly surprising that
American defence companies are
having a good time. Lockheed
Martin’s share price over the past
year grew by 11%, Northrop
Grumman by 23%, and
AeroVironment by 21%.

This once again proves that
imperialism, as great Lenin said,
‘‘generates an annexationist,
predatory, plunderous war... for
the division of the world,…spheres
of influence of finance capital,…’’
(Imperialism, the Highest Stage of
Capitalism, SW Vol. 1, Part 2,
Moscow edition)

Secondly, Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, an outstanding Marxist
thinker of the era and worthy
continuer of great Lenin-Stalin-Mao
Zedong had shown way back in
1962 that  ‘‘…the imperialists …are
making desperate attempts to get
out of the burning pyre… by
having recourse to frantic
rearmament and militarization of
industry…

True, it is much like a
drowning man catching at a
straw. Nevertheless, the
imperialists are doing all this to
stave off the crisis and maintain
the boom of the capitalist market,
at least temporarily, by artificial
stimulation of increased military
consumption… The imperialists
have, in fact, gone the whole hog
in their preparation for war,
breaking all their past records of
arms race…more acute will be the
crisis of economy, the ruling class
… (will) proceed with arms race.’’
(Call of the Hour, SW Vol. II)

How prophetically correct
were they because of their grasp
over Marxist methodology of
analysis.

Peasants’ rally
organized by
AIKKMS
at Tufanganj,
Coochbehar
district,
West Bengal on
5 January 2023
to resist
black-
marketing of
fertilizers.

continuing Russia-Ukraine war

ILO report portrays what deep a crisis
imperialism-capitalism is ridden with

ILO has published a Global
Wage Report 2022-23 on ‘‘the
impact of inflation and COVID-19
on wages and purchasing power of
the people’’ all over the world. The
report estimates that global monthly
wages fell in real terms to -0.9 per
cent in the first half of 2022—the
first dip in global wage increase
recorded since 2008. And the fall in
real wages during the same period is
estimated at -1.4 per cent. While the
erosion of real wages affects all
wage earners, it is having a greater
impact on low-income households
which spend a higher proportion of
their disposable incomes on essential
goods and services, the prices of
which are increasing faster than
those for non-essential items in most
countries.

The report says that the Global
inflation increased sharply to 4.7 per
cent in 2021 and is expected to
reach 8.8 per cent by the end of
2022. Rise in food prices hitting the
purchasing power of vulnerable
populations in low-income countries
is the hardest. Consumer prices
have been on the rise throughout
2021 and have continued to increase
even faster since the beginning of
2022, further affecting the living
standard of the people all over the
world. The data clearly shows that
wages have fallen all over the world
during the pandemic and still have
not recovered to pre-covid levels.
The first half of 2022 reveal a
striking fall in real monthly wages.
Low-wage earners, workers in the
informal economy and women wage
earners were the groups that
suffered most.  Households that

were forced to go into debt to make
ends meet during the COVID-19
crisis now face the double burden of
repaying their debts at higher
interest rates while earning lower
incomes. The deterioration of
workers’ real incomes can be
expected to continue and lead to a
fall in aggregate demand. This
would increase the probability of a
deeper recession, a risk that is
already worsening due to the
restrictive monetary policies adopted
by central banks in their efforts to
bring down inflation (by increasing
the interest rates).

This in turn would engender
further economic downturn and rise
in unemployment. ILO’s report says
that in the absence of adequate
policy responses, ‘‘the near future
could see a sharp erosion of the real
incomes of workers and their
families and an increase in
inequality, threatening the economic
recovery and possibly fuelling
further social unrest’’.

The ILO’s report has shown
that the gap between wage growth
and labour productivity growth is
widening further: in fact, the gap in
2022 is at its widest since the
beginning of the twenty first
century. The report has also
demonstrated how inflation rates are
also eroding the purchasing power
of minimum wages.

In fine, the ILO report is a
reflection of the acute crisis global
imperialism-capitalism is mired in
and the excruciating suffering of the
toiling masses who are inching
towards utter ruination because of
ruthless capitalist exploitation.

Comrade K P Godakumar,
Kerala State Committee member, SUCI(C),

has been awarded the honour of ‘People’s Doctor’
by Alappuzha branch of

IMA and Residents Association, Ambalappuzha,
during Christmas -New Year celebration.

(Inset) Dr. K P Godakumar, People’s Doctor of
Ambalappuzha, inscribed on the memento


