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Judiciary-Executive squabble

The underlying cause and remedial course
Of late, it is found that there is an

ongoing stand-off between the BJP-led
central government and the Supreme
Court. While the Judiciary is expressing
concern over violation of democratic
norms and principles, the government in
turn is accusing the Judiciary of
overstepping its jurisdiction. For
example, the Supreme Court rapped the

Centre over short tenures of the Chief
Election Commissioners (CECs) terming
it a disturbing trend and ‘exploitation of
the silence of the Constitution’. The
Apex Court is miffed at the absence of
a law governed process of appointments
of election commissioners and chief
election commissioners. There is also a
tussle going on over the existing
Supreme Court supervised collegium
system of appointment of judges and the
proposed National Judicial Commission
where the government would have an
important say in the matter. Thirdly, a
Bench of the Apex Court has also
pointed at the way legislators are
purchased to defect to the ruling party.
Naturally, thinking people of the country
cannot but feel disturbed over this

wrangle and seek an answer as to
why such disagreement between
the Executive and Judiciary is
surfacing so openly and what is
the underlying cause. So this is
our attempt to delve into the
matter and unearth the truth.

Appointment of Election
Commissioner

At the outset, let us have a
glimpse of the disputed issues.
The central government
appointed one Shri Arun Goel, a
former bureaucrat, as an election
commissioner. Since May, this
year, the post of one Election
Commissioner (EC) in the three-
member Commission was lying
vacant. Goel would be in line to
be the next Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) after
incumbent Rajiv Kumar demits
office in February 2025. Goel’s
total tenure in the Election
Commission would be of over five
years. Goel was the Secretary in
the Ministry of Heavy Industries
until the day his voluntary
retirement came into effect on 18
November only. Pertinent to
mention that, the process of this
appointment was what initiated
the very next after the SC started
examining the need to insulate the
Election Commission from
political influence by setting up a
‘‘neutral and independent
mechanism’’ for appointing ECs
and within two days of Goel’s
voluntary retirement from
service. While hearing pleas
challenging the constitutionality of
the present appointment process
of CEC and ECs, a five-member
Bench of the Supreme Court
headed by Justice K.M. Joseph
contended that appointments
were being done as per the

whims of the Executive.
At the outset, the Bench had

asked the union government to
produce the file, saying while the
demand was not adversarial, ‘‘we
want to know, as you claim that
everything is hunky dory.’’ The
Bench said it wanted to know
whether there was any ‘‘hanky
panky’’. Then the Bench perused
the union government’s original file
pertaining to Goel’s appointment as
EC, and said, ‘‘What kind of
evaluation is this? Although, we are
not questioning the merits of Arun
Goel’s credentials, but the
process.’’ It also questioned the
‘‘haste’’ and ‘‘tearing hurry’’ in
appointing Arun Goel as Election
Commissioner. The top court said
the 1985-batch IAS officer got
voluntary retirement from service
in a single day, his file was cleared
by the Union law ministry in a
single day, a panel of four names
were put up before the Prime
Minister and Goel’s name got the
nod from the President within 24
hours. The Bench queried the
Centre’s counsel if that was not a
complete breakdown of the
system. The CEC, it observed, is
supposed to be insulated from
political influence and should be
independent. It further added that
these are aspects which the
Centre’s counsel must go into
deeply, and why we require an
independent larger body for
selection and not just the Cabinet.
People manning the Election
Commission of India should not be
‘‘yes man’’ of the government but
‘‘independent who can act
independently’’ even if it comes to
taking on the Prime Minister. So,
the appointment should be
procedure-based and transparent.

The Bench further observed that
based on the list maintained, there
were 4 names which were
recommended. It wanted to
understand that out of a vast
reservoir of names, how the
government actually selects a name.
Goel was the youngest among the 4
recommended names. What then
was the criteria of selection, the
Bench queried.  The Bench also
questioned why, when the vacancy
had arisen on 15 May, the process
was delayed until 18 November and
then suddenly fast tracked. ‘‘Can
you show us from 15 May to 18
November, what did you do? What
prevailed upon the government that
you did this appointment superfast
on one day? File has not even
travelled 24 hours also. Lightning
fast!’’ asked a member judge of the
Bench. The Bench also said none of
the four names in the panel were
‘‘carefully hand-picked’’ by the
Union government so that they could
complete a six-year tenure. ‘‘As per
law, they have fixed a tenure of six
years or up to the age of 65 years,
whichever is earlier. But, looking at
the list of the chief election
commissioners since 2004, the
majority of them were found to have
a tenure of more than two years.
Most of them were former
bureaucrats and the government
knew about their age. They were
appointed at such a point that they
were never able to complete six
years and had a truncated tenure.
Hence this is a violation of Section
6 of the Chief Election
Commissioner & Other Election
Commissioners (Conditions of
Service) Act, 1991,’’ Justice Joseph
noted. When asked to show the
mechanism applied in the
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appointment, the Attorney General
representing the government
questioned if the honourable judges
were having no confidence in the
Council of Ministers. Rebutting that,
Justice Rastogi, a member of the
Bench, said, ‘‘No, we are saying
for our satisfaction, show us the
mechanism you adopted in the
appointment two days ago. We are
not concerned with this political
party or that political party. This
percolates down to the
fundamental right of the
individual,’’ the judge said. When
the AG told the Bench ‘‘to hold their
mouth for a while’’ and instead to
look into the issue in entirety,  Justice
Rastogi, told him, ‘‘You have to
listen to the court carefully and
answer the questions. We are not
commenting on individual
candidates but on the process.’’

One thing is, therefore, clear
from these arguments and
conversations that the appointment
cannot be given a clean chit. In fact,
it has been seen for quite a few
years that the Election Commission,
notwithstanding all tall talks and
verbiages about its commitment to
hold a ‘free and fair election’,
functions virtually as an appendage
to the ruling party. No one has ever
found the Election Commission
taking any proper step to stop a slew
of malpractices to tamper with
election results in favour of the
ruling party, let alone recommending
punishment of the offenders. The
so-called autonomy of the
Commission packed with ‘yes men’
has meekly surrendered to the
whims and dictates of the ruling
party enjoying backing of the ruling
monopolists. This administrative
power enjoyed by the ruling party
comes handy in manipulating poll
verdict in its favour. Thus, election is
turned into a farce making mockery
of democracy that the ruling
quarters boast of.

Collegium vs
National Judicial Commission

Next is the row over authority
of appointment of judges. Hitherto,
judges of Supreme Court and High
Court have been appointed or
transferred by a five-member body,
which is headed by the incumbent
Chief Justice of India (CJI) and
comprises the four other senior
most judges of the Court at that
time. This is known as the collegium
system which has its origins in, and
continued basis resting on, three
judgments made by Supreme Court
judges, collectively known as the
Three Judges Cases. But a deviation
sprang up in 2014, soon after the

BJP came to power. The collegium
had recommended a panel of four
names, but the Union Ministry of
Law unilaterally segregated one
name and summarily rejected it.
The government said that it wanted
to bring transparency and end with
corruption in the process of
appointing judges and hence was
going to scrap the collegium system
and introduce a new method of
appointing judges by a National
Judicial Appointments Commission
(NJAC). Accordingly, the National
Judicial Appointments Commission
Bill, 2014 was brought forth and
passed in both houses of
Parliament. The proposed NJAC
was set to comprise the CJI
(Chairperson), two other senior-
most judges of the Supreme Court,
the Union Law Minister, and two
eminent persons, of them one from
amongst the Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward
Classes, Minorities or women
nominated by the PM, the CJI and
the Leader of Opposition or the
leader of the largest party in
opposition of the Lok Sabha. But the
NJAC Act was turned down by the
Supreme Court in 2015 saying that
the judiciary cannot risk being
caught in a ‘‘web of indebtedness’’
towards the government.  ‘‘It is
difficult to hold’’, the Supreme
Court said, ‘‘that the wisdom of
appointment of judges can be
shared with the political-
executive.’’

But the issue is raked up again.
In the latest chapter of what is
emerging to be a standoff between
the Supreme Court Collegium and
the Union government, the
government reportedly has sent
back 19 of the 21 pending
recommendations made by the
Collegium for appointment of High
Court judges. A day ago, a news
agency reported quoting unnamed
sources that the government has
asked the Supreme Court Collegium
to reconsider 20 files related to the
appointment of High Court judges.
The government reiterated that the
Collegium system was giving rise to
favouritism and preventing Dalits,
OBCs and the poor among the
upper castes from entering the
higher judiciary on the basis of merit.
‘‘The judges spend most of their
time picking up judges, instead of
passing judgements. The system is
opaque and not accountable’’,
alleged the Union Law Minister. On
the other hand, the Supreme Court
maintains that the Collegium is the
most transparent institution, and that
the existing system should not be
derailed on the basis of statements

of ‘‘some busybody’’. The Supreme
Court also held that the government
was perhaps holding back some
appointments because it was ‘‘not
happy’’ that the top court had struck
down the National Judicial
Appointments Commission. Even
former CJI U U Lalit, who retired
on 8 November last, told reporters
that the Collegium system is perfect.
‘‘An attempt to have a different
modality was not found to be
correct. In fact, the court went to
the extent of saying that such an
attempt, even a constitutional
amendment, would be a violation
of the basic structure,’’ he added.
On criticism that the working of the
Collegium system is opaque, he said,
‘‘So long as the discussion is
going on before the Collegium, it
can never be transparent.
Decisions which are coming out
from the Collegium will definitely
be transparent’’. So, the
controversy is about transparency
and fairness—both sides claiming to
be the bona fide custodian of the
same.
Court’s wrath over Corruption

Gautam Navlakha, a 73 year
old human rights activist, is an
accused in the Bhima Koregaon
case (the case dates back to 1st
January 2018, the day of the
bicentenary celebrations of the
Bhima Koregaon battle. The
celebration was marred by violence
leading to the death of one person
and injuries to several others. Police
investigation into the incident led to
the arrest of several activists who
they alleged had ‘‘Maoist links’’.)
and has been in jail since April 2020.
He is suffering from multiple
ailments. He had moved the
Supreme Court seeking transfer to
house arrest on account of his
medical condition. Opposing his
plea, Additional Solicitor General,
appearing for the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), told the
top court that people such as
‘‘Navlakha want to destroy the
country. Their ideology is of that
type. It is not that they are innocent
people. They are persons involved in
actual warfare,’’ he told the Court.

Granting the plea of house
arrest, a Bench of Justices K M
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy
observed, ‘‘Prima facie, no
complaint that he misused earlier
house arrest. No criminal
antecedents apart from this case is
against him…We would think that
we should allow house arrest.’’
They then remarked, ‘‘Do you want
to know who is destroying this
country? People who are corrupt.
Every office you go into, what

happens? Who takes action
against the corrupt? …We saw a
video of people where people talk
of crores of rupees to buy our so-
called elected representatives.
…Are they not doing anything
against our country? The point is
that you (meaning the government
side) do not defend them, but they
go on. They go on merrily. There
are money bags which can help
you get away.’’ Evidently, the
Bench pointed at the raging
corruption and rampant horse-
trading which mark the arena of
vote-based power politics in the
country. While the wrongdoers go
scot-free, the dissenters are accused
of destroying the country.

Flipping over the pages
of history

Now, the question is why this
ongoing tiff? To get an insight, we
need to flip over the pages of
history. The Capitalist state and its
political structure i.e. the
parliamentary system, came into
existence during the advent of
capitalism by overthrowing obsolete
feudal order. When capitalist state
emerged, it thrived upon the
concepts of bourgeois democracy,
promoted democratic institutions,
cherished democratic values and
norms and with these, it advocated
for relative  independence of its
three permanent organs: Executive,
Legislature and Judiciary.   These
organs were distinct by themselves,
given distinct domains of power,
definite responsibilities and
accountabilities. They worked on the
principle of ‘separation of powers’
as the founding fathers of bourgeois
democracy termed it and upheld.
Such separation was visualized so
that power was not concentrated
with any of the wings or the organs
and there was no disharmony in and
overlapping or interference of their
functions. At the same time the
three organs of bourgeois
democracy were also guided by a
‘check and balance system’ so that
none becomes absolutely powerful
or abuses its power.

The responsibility vested with
the Judiciary was to make sure and
protect due operation and application
of the laws enacted by the
Legislature and executed by the
government and bureaucracy in a
way compatible with the expressed
provisions of the Constitution. The
bourgeoisie at the time of its rise as
a social power and time of
emergence of bourgeois democracy
upheld that as far as the last word
of justice was concerned, people’s
opinion was of supreme importance.
And of all the three organs, it is the
Legislature which is directly formed
by the people through elections in a
parliamentary democracy. So,
whoever believed in democracy
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Anti-hijab movement of Iran expresses urge of suffering women to be

liberated from thraldom of patriarchy and religious orthodoxy
Iran is in ferment. 22-year-old

Mahsa Amini, who was detained in
Tehran after Iran’s so-called
‘‘morality police’’ found fault with
her trousers and headscarf, or hijab,
was found dead in police custody on
16 September 2022. Amini’s death
triggered an outcry against the
morality police from celebrities and
prominent figures on social media.
The claim of the Iranian government
that Amini had died of heart attack
has no takers. The protesters are of
firm belief that she was mercilessly
tortured and killed by the police. The
remonstration was so massive and
undaunted that the police had to fire
tear gas to disperse a protest rally in
western Iran following the funeral
ceremony. But the protesting
Iranians are not unnerved and have
been continuing their movement for
last three months. More than 450
people are reportedly killed in Iran
since protests erupted because of
brutal crackdown by Iranian security
forces using live ammunition, rubber
bullets and tear gas. Around 18,000
have been arrested. Of late, Iran
government hanged a man after
pronouncing him guilty of injuring a
security guard with a knife and
blocking a street in Tehran during
the movement. It is also reported
that Iranian police shot the agitating
women targeting delicate parts of
their bodies. Yet, the people’s wrath
could not be curbed. The protests
have spread across the country and
drawn support from artists, athletes
and other public figures. The unrest
has even cast a shadow over the
World Cup, with some Iranians
actively rooting against their own
national team because they see it as
being linked to the government.
Masih Alinejad, an Iranian journalist
and activist, on her social media
account shared a video of women
cutting their hair and wrote, ‘‘Iranian
women show their anger by cutting
their hair and burning their hijab to
protest against the killing of Mahsa
Amini by hijab police.’’ ‘‘From the
age of 7 if we do not cover our
hair, we won’t be able to go to
school or get a job. We are fed up
with this gender apartheid
regime,’’ she had written.

Finally, sensing people’s mood
against the Islamic fundamentalist
Iranian government, a senior Iranian
official said that Iran had abolished
the morality police. However, it was
unclear whether the statement
amounted to a final decision by the
theocratic government, which has
neither announced the abolition of
the morality police nor denied it.  But

protesting Iranian women and
activists took to social media to
dismiss talk of disbanding the force
as a propaganda tactic by the
government.  In fact, as the situation
stands today, even if the moral
police is abolished, it would hardly
please the protesters who are still
clashing with other security forces
and are calling for an end of the
Islamic Republic. Hence the talk of
dismantling the moral police,
according to the protesting Iranians,
is a ploy to distract from the larger
demands for an end to the Islamic
Republic’s rule.

The crocodile tears shed by the
US and its allies over ‘‘torture on
women’’ in Iran and pretended
wrath against Iranian moral police
are typical of the imperialist
deceptions. In fact, a large section
of US citizens is going to take up
cudgels against the so called ‘moral
policing’ of their own country. The
patriarchal, white-supremacist,
Christian-nation folks, who are now
the majority on SCOTUS and in the
legislatures of many states are using
laws instead of guns to condemn
people to death—physical,
intellectual and emotional death. To
punish any woman, gender-
nonconforming people, and children
pregnant through rape, to attack
trans people who need medical
treatment to stay strong against
bigotry and physical attack, to deny
school children factual information
about history and health the
‘‘morality police’’ are stalking
through every state in the US.
(Workers’ World 26-09-2022)
Hence, whipping up so much high-
toned indignation and scorn toward
the ‘‘theocratic government’’ of Iran
by the monopoly-controlled western
media is nothing but a hoax.

Iranian Revolution of 1979
Before we proceed to dwell on

the backdrop of the current
movement, it will perhaps warrant a
brief recall of the 1979 Iranian
revolution which brought the present
regime to power. Iranian revolution
refers to the popular movement in
Iran to overthrow the autocratic  rule
of Mohamed Reza Shah Pahlavi, the
country’s monarch since 1941. Shah
Pahlavi was supported by Western
Countries like the United States and
the United Kingdom. As a result of
the Revolution, Iran became an
Islamic Republic.

The 1979 Revolution had its
roots in Iran’s long history.
Historically the Shi’a clergy
(Ulema) had a significant influence
on Iranian society. However, the

society had many different social
groups including clergy, landowners,
intellectuals, and merchants. These
social groups earlier came together
in 1905-11 Constitutional Revolution.
But those efforts were stifled amid
reemerging social tensions as well
as foreign intervention. Insecurity
and chaos created after the
Constitutional Revolution led to the
rise of General Reza Khan.

The UK helped Mohammad
Reza Shah Pahlavi to establish a
monarchy in 1921. But in 1941, the
Soviet Union and Great Britain,
fearing that Shah Pahlavi would
cooperate with Nazi Germany to rid
himself of the tutelage of the allied
forces, occupied Iran and forced
Reza Shah into exile, and his son
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi took the
throne. In 1953, Prime Minister
Mohammad Mosaddeq nationalized
British-owned Anglo-Iranian Oil and
his supporters ousted Mohammad
Reza Shah. At that the US and the
UK orchestrated a coup against
Mosaddeq’s government and
restored Reza Shah Pallavi. Reza
Shah dismissed parliament and
launched a modernization
programme that upended the wealth
and influence of the landowners and
clerics, disrupted rural economies,
led to rapid urbanization and
Westernization.

Soon, it was found that the
benefits of the economic
development, whatever had taken
place, were skewed in favour of
Reza’s close circle. But though
Reza sought to model the economy
based on the capitalist system in US
and UK, he, for obvious reasons, did
not seek to democratize the society.
Hence, a cultural vacuum prevailed
in modern urban Iran which pushed
the common people, tormented by
economic distress, to turn to the
Ulema (Islamic religious cleric) for
guidance. Opposition to the Shah’s
policies was accentuated in the
1970s when world monetary
instability and fluctuations in
Western oil consumption threatened
the country’s economy. Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, a former
professor in Qom in north-central
Iran, who had been in exile in 1964
after speaking out against the
Shah’s reform programme, gained
popular support. In the 1970s the
notion was popularized that Iranians
should return to their cultural roots
by resisting the hegemonic influence
of the West.

In January 1978 thousands of
youths, mostly unemployed, took to
the streets to protest the regime’s

excesses.
This time it was a national

upheaval. The oppressed Iranian
people desperately rose to break the
wall of the prison-house to which
their country was converted during
the tyrannical rule of the Shah. The
people of Iran were on the crest of
bringing about a true revolutionary
change of the society after having
achieved the first round of victories
with the Shah having fled the
country while a moderate
bourgeoisie had assumed power
with the promise to ensure
democracy and freedom.

But there was difference
between the Iranian bourgeoisie and
Ayatollah Khomeini, the Shia
religious leader, over the Constitution
of an Islamic Republic. The people
of the country were in great
expectation of a freer life. But the
forces of history must have been
working behind. The movement was
first initiated by the fighting
workers, students and youths with
all ingredients for turning the
movement into an anti-capitalist
revolution. But in absence of a
correct revolutionary party, that
golden opportunity slipped out of
their hand.

It ought to be understood that
Iran remained under the rule of the
same Iranian bourgeoisie who
immensely benefitted from the
Shah's modernization programmed
in association with the Western
imperialist forces, particularly the US
and UK. Initially, temporarily,
through a marriage of convenience
between a religious zealot like
Khomeini and the moderate Iranian
bourgeoisie with some sprinklings of
socialist and pro-communist
elements including the underground
Tude Party which was a follower of
the revisionist leadership of the
Soviet Union, a national front was
formed. The constituents of the
National Front were also involved in
a power struggle. Despite the basic
limitation of the leadership, this
national upheaval had brought into
sharp relief the great heroism,
courage and organizational
capabilities and, above all, a death-
defying spirit of the Iranian working
class. This was rejoiced over by the
working class of the world. But this
joy was short-lived.

Haunted by the fear-complex
of anti-capitalist revolution and
threatened by the growth of leftist
forces within the movement, the
Iranian bourgeoisie in alliance with
the fundamentalist Khomeini, played
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PAGE FOUR DECEMBER 15, 2022 PROLETARIAN  ERA

must also believe in the ultimate
triumph of public opinion, if it were
strong, united and fearless. If it
were the people who had to govern
the country, the will of the people
could only be manifested through
public opinion. That is why, a
conscious continuous vigil on the
part of the people was viewed to be
the best safeguard of democracy.
And that safeguard was to be
exercised by the elected
representatives in the Legislature
who were empowered to frame
laws. The sovereignty of parliament
was viewed as contingent upon the
sovereignty of the people.

Degeneration of
parliamentary democracy is
coeval with obsolescence of

capitalist system
But capitalism also stood on

exploitation of man by man. Hence
equality, fairness and sense of equity
could not have an abode in it. As
capitalism grew from its laissez faire
or stage of free competition to its
present decadent moribund stage, as
laissez faire developed into monopoly
stage, it was marked by
concentration and consolidation of
economic power in the hands of a
few monopolists and centralization of
political power in the hands of the
Executive and the state. Naturally,
alongside growing pauperization of
the oppressed masses, there has
been a systematic erosion of the
democratic system, values, norms
and practices. The earlier ideals of
bourgeois democracy began to
crumble leaving behind virtually an
empty facade. During the days of
emergence of parliamentary
democracy, and even a few decades
back, bourgeois elections at all levels,
local, regional or national, used to be
marked by an ambience of healthy
debates-discussions-exchanges
created from conceptual-ideological
campaigns launched by different
participating parties. Those parties
used to come out with their election
manifestos elaborately presenting
their views, thoughts, ideologies and
programmes to the electorates for
them to judge for themselves and
make their choice thereupon. The
electoral system in the main remained
free from rigging or being tampered
with. Contrarily, as everyone is
aware of, elections nowadays have
become a game of four powers—
money-muscle-media-administration.
With every passing day, the
degeneration of election process is
becoming more and more acute and
glaring. Bourgeois-petty bourgeois
parties are picking up candidates
from among those elements who can
intimidate people, who frighten

people by their look, conduct and
activities, who have antecedents of
smoothly extorting people, who have
proven records of  repeated crime or
even conviction on charges of
fraudulence, multi-crore scams, even
rape or murder. Election campaigns
have been reduced to blood-shedding
fratricidal clashes on dirty grounds of
casteism-racism-religious fanaticism;
where those are less prominent, the
stage is occupied by armed gangs of
goons acting for different contesting
parties openly and unhesitatingly,
unleashing a reign of terror-threat-
intimidation to prevent genuine
electors from taking part in the
process. Even the opposition is
forcibly prevented from filing
nominations.

Election is designed to project
and establish only such bourgeois-
petty bourgeois parties in the race for
power that will be servile to
oppressive bourgeois class rule. The
result of elections is thus becoming
equivalent to drawing a print-out
from a computer with data fed into
already installed programmes.
Obviously in such a process
characterizing elections today, saner
sections of people are increasingly
becoming fed up with the pattern and
conduction of voting exercise. With
elections becoming a medley of
money-media-mafia, social
accountability and sense of social
obligation have become virtually
extinct. And the Election
Commission, as mentioned above,
remains an indulgent onlooker to such
butchering of democracy. Moreover,
as capitalism, because of its inherent
laws, is becoming more and more
crisis-ridden and is also hearing its
death-knell, it is desperate to anyhow
get an extra lease of life by
subverting every canon of
democracy. As a result, Legislature
no more reflects people’s opinion but
has become a congregation of
corrupt, power-monger bourgeois
politicians in servitude of the ruling
monopolists. Their allegiance is not
towards people but their ruthlessly
exploitative masters.  As against
debates-discussions, mudslinging,
character assassination, personal
attacks and surfeit of filthy languages
abound in the parliamentary sessions.
So, the Legislature has lost its earlier
character and virtually become a
showpiece. With Legislature
becoming virtually defunct and the
capitalist state depending more and
more on military, the three pillars now
virtually consist of Executive
(ministers and bureaucracy),
Judiciary and Military.
India is also on the same mode

In the present days of intense
crisis of capitalism, like all other

capitalist countries, in the Indian
capitalist state too, the ruling
monopolists and massively powerful
multinational corporate sharks desire
to have the country entirely in their
grip. They wish political parties to be
nothing but subservient ancillaries to
their designs and interests. They wish
the governance to be run primarily
and heavily to make room for them
to reap maximum profit. So, they
want more power; they want their
political managers, the governments
and the bourgeois political leaders,
even the Executive to get equipped
with more and more lethal powers to
curb any opposition and resistance.

So, alongside corrupt politicians
and ministers, the bureaucracy which
is supposed to practise neutrality has
also become tainted and has been
acting partisan. Corruption, bribery
and cut-out money have come to be
known as order of the day in the
administration. Leading monopolists,
industrialists and even a section of
the bureaucracy are often donning
the headlines for corruption, nepotism
and illegal transactions and what not;
of course, moments later they earn
reprieve in ways right or wrong.
Independent Judiciary is a blot in the
way of the monopolists and their
subservient power-greedy bourgeois
politicians.  They thus look for pliant
and at least ‘harmless’ judges, a
committed judiciary so that they could
get away with all their wrong deeds,
autocracy and desperateness without
being subject to any judicial scrutiny.
They want to prune, even do away
with its relative independence and
bring it under the Executive.
Executive overstepping its role

Now as more and more political
concentration is taking place in the
hands of the state through its pliant
government, which is a mark of
fascist autocracy, the Executive is
becoming increasingly powerful. On
the other hand, the Judiciary also
functions within the framework of
capitalist system and hence, in the
ultimate analysis, is bound to defend
bourgeois class interest. As part of
the system, it is also not remaining
insulated from the maladies and
aberrations of capitalist
degeneration.

Yet, with all its flaws and
shortcomings, the autonomy of the
Judiciary, even in the relative sense
of the term, is getting undermined
while a section of the honest jurists is
opposed to reduce the juridical
process into a rubber stamp and
become adjunct to the Executive. So
they are raising their voice against
the Executive intervening in their
functioning.  The Collegium system
of appointment of judges was coming

in the way. And so is this attempt to
scrap it in favour of a commission
under full control of the Executive.
With the BJP in power with absolute
majority, the ruling class, the
monopolists and the corporate are
provided with a fine opportunity to
carry through their design.

PM Narendra Modi is being
projected as the supreme leader of
the BJP and the country, for he is
regarded by the ruling class as a
strong administrator to serve their
class interest, fit to curb any
opposition, or resistance to their
designs of plundering the country at
their sweet will, cunning enough to
drive deadly wedges into the unity of
people on flimsy grounds. Relying on
the government led by such a
helmsman a fresh determined and
cleverly planned move is mooted to
curb the Judiciary and vest some
absolute power with the Executive
militating against the very concept of
‘separation of powers’.

Similarly, the Judiciary is peeved
at the systematic dismantling of the
autonomous institutions and attempt
to bring them under direct command
of the Executive. Hence, the
Judiciary has sought to bring the
procedure of selection of Election
Commissioner under the scanner and
decrying appointment of ‘yes-men’ in
the key administrative positions
tweaking rules and procedures and is
not hesitating to raise fingers at
corrupt politicians and bureaucrats,
even accusing them of destroying the
country. Also, it is to be noted that
while the whole political-
administration system has become so
rotten as to be despised by the
countrymen, some content of
democratic functioning and fair
dealing is still existent among the
Judiciary.

The countrymen who have no
faith in the governments irrespective
of hue and power-greedy political
leaders, do rely to a great extent on
the Judiciary to get justice. So, a good
number of jurists who have not sold
their conscience to the ruling
dispensation have been trying to
preserve the sanctity of the juridical
process even by opting to take on the
powerful Executive.
Organized people’s power can

alone be the deterrent
Evidently, no political party

other than our Party seems to be
keen in making people aware of the
inherent truth behind the Executive-
Judiciary conflicts as well as the
ominous consequence of the
motivated attempt of the Executive
to subvert judicial autonomy. Even
with all limitations, the existing
collegium system where the
Executive is completely frozen out of
the process of judicial appointments,
and the CJI is considered to be the

Contd. from page 2

Judiciary-Executive

‘Check and Balance’ system to prevent Executive from
encroaching upon Judiciary and vice versa is crumbling

Contd. on page 6
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Comrade Anis Kumar Ray passes away
Comrade Anis Kumar Ray,

veteran member, West Bengal
State Committee, SUCI(C) and a
front-ranking leader of education
movement who was also
intimately involved in publication of
Proletarian Era, breathed his last
on 29 November 2022 at Calcutta
Heart Clinic and Hospital,
Kolkata, being afflicted by drug-
resistant tuberculosis, kidney
dysfunction and cardiac arrest.
He was 79.

Comrade Ray was initiated
into the Party in late 1960s by
Comrade Dhrubajyoti Mukherjee,
veteran member of West Bengal
State Committee of the Party.

At first, he was associated
with Pathikrit, then considered as
the cultural front of the Party.
Departed Comrade Ashish Moitra,
then a front-ranking organizer of
Pathikrit, used to go to his former
Bhowanipore residence in Kolkata
to give him association and thus
played an important role in making
him closer with Pathikrit. In
Pathikrit, he came in contact with
Comrade Manik Mukherjee, then
an important leader of the SUCI
and Editor of Pathikrit magazine
and now a veteran Polit Bureau
member, SUCI(C). After that,
there was no looking back. Under
the supervision and guidance of
Comrade Manik Mukherjee, he
within a short time became a
leading activist of not only Pathikrit

commendable struggle for
identification with the Party, he could
make much advancement in
a c q u i r i n g
r e v o l u t i o n a r y
character so much
so as to be
entrusted with the
responsibility of
being the in-charge
of the Party body
working in
Pathikrit. He had a
brilliant academic
career. After
obtaining his
Masters in Geology,
he, at a very young

age, almost immediately after his
post-graduation, started teaching in
the prestigious Presidency College
of Kolkata. Later he obtained his
doctorate degree in paleontology as
well. His simple and unassuming
nature, profound knowledge of his
subject, lucid exposition and teaching
ability made him extremely
endearing to his students. He was
equally adept in writing, both in
English and in Bengali. So, he soon
became a major pen for both
Bengali Pathikrit magazine and
Trend, the English magazine of
Pathikrit. His pen flourished more
and more under Comrade Manik
Mukherjee’s rearing and caring
guidance and with his progress in
cultiveting Party ideology. He had
involved himself in the then newly

the college teachers. Comrade Ray
perfectly blended his Party life with
his professional life and thus could

make them
conducive to each
other in serving the
r e v o l u t i o n a r y
cause.

Comrade Ray
had sharpened his
writing skill based
on his grasping of
Party ideology so
much so that he
was included in the
writers’ panel of
Ganadabi, the
Bengali organ of

the Party. A couple of important
Bengali booklets of the Party were
drafted by him under the guidance of
the Party leadership. From mid-
2003, he was assigned the job of
writing for Proletarian Era under the
supervision of Comrade Asit
Bhattacharyya, veteran Polit Bureau
member of the Party. His allegiance
to the Party and Party leadership
was exemplary. He had not
hesitated a bit to work under the
leadership of comrades much
younger than him in age including his
college students. This indeed is very
educative for all of us. He
possessed the rare quality of
discharging all his responsibilities to
the best of his ability without
creating any noise and thus made
valuable contributions to the sphere

Ghatak passed away in
November 2014, Comrade Anis
Kumar Ray was elected as the
General Secretary of the All India
Save Education Committee.
There also he left his mark of
deftness as a leader steering the
education movement against the
disastrous education policy of the
government and worked in perfect
harmony and amity with many
other stalwart educationists and
eminent intellectuals. Under his
leadership, the education
movement got a fillip and spread
in various states. He was so
successful in his assignment that
everyone of that public committee
unanimously re-elected him as the
General Secretary in October
2021. Braving his falling health, he
even moved around the country to
consolidate the Save Education
Committee and inspired the
education-loving people to join the
education movement. Even when
he was in hospital bed, he, with
the permission of the attending
doctors, participated in education
seminars and literary activities.

Beauty of his character was
his modest nature, absence of
even an iota of self-conceit,
extremely tender heart and
humble behaviour. It was
impossible to guess his profundity
of knowledge and variegated
opulence of revolutionary qualities
from outside. Because of his
introvert nature, he was very shy
of being at the forefront of any
public programme. But when the
Party wanted him to do that, he
came out of the shackles of his
earlier shyness and obeyed Party
decision unhesitatingly. In his
unexpected demise, the Party has
lost an extremely valuable leading
comrade and the education and
cultural movements are bereaved
of an efficient organizer.

Over 15,000 immigrant labourers lost their lives
in making Qatar destination of World Cup Football
A carnival on the occasion of

Football World Cup is going on in
Qatar. This small Arabian country
has virtually remodelled itself over
the last ten years spending crores of
rupees to have glitzy and wealthy
facade with seven ultra-modern
stadiums, lavishly furnished VIP
lounges and media corners, hundreds
of luxurious apartments in multi-
storied buildings, laser lights and so
forth. Buried underneath is a grim
tragedy. 85% of 50 lakh population

of Qatar are immigrants. Most of
the immigrants are either labourers
or engaged in lower-end jobs. They
have all come from India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
Philippines and African countries
like Kenya, Nigeria, etc., to earn
their bread and butter, as back
home, they have no job. So, leaving
their families and relatives
thousands of miles away, they have
come all the way to Qatar and other
Arabian countries to sell their labour

power. Most of them stay in ghettos.
Temperature of Qatar in summer
rises to 50 degree centigrade and
above which is intolerable for men.
But the immigrant workers are made
to work in that scorching heat as
well without any proper safety
measures.

Such inhuman are the
employers who know that these
hapless immigrants would bear with
all kinds of tortuous treatment to eke
out a living. These labourers have

only worked day and night to build
up the infrastructure for hosting the
World Cup paving way for Qatari
rulers, International Football
Federation authorities and other
associated businessmen. But just a
couple of months back, they were
evicted from their places of
residence forcibly with barely a two
hour notice so that the roads through
which the dignitaries and VIPs
would travel do not bear any sign of
distress of the labourers and the
vacated apartments could be used
for accommodating tournament
personnel.

but also the Party. In course of his
avid pursuit of Marxism-Leninism-
Shibdas Ghosh Thought and

formed Government College
Teachers’ Association to take
forward the legitimate movement of

of ideological struggle
of the Party. He
inspired both his wife
and youngest sister to
join the Party. Even
his children are also
good supporters of
the Party. In fact, he
took the Party to the

inner core of his family as well as
friends and students.

After Comrade Gouri Shankar

Red Salute Comrade Anis Kumar Ray

Contd. on page 8

Memorial Meeting of Comrade Anis Kumar Ray was held on 13 December, at University Institute Hall,
Kolkata. Comrade Chandidas Bhattacharjee, Politbureau member of SUCI (C) was the main speaker
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surest and safest bet for
preservation of the relative
independence of the Judiciary,
need to be viewed as a check
against unwarranted
infringement of the Executive
upon the Judiciary. Though the
Legislature still have the power
of impeaching any judge (could
be viewed as a kind of check and
balance), formally there is no
scope of interference by the
Executive in appointment of
judges. The Executive overreach
in the form of formal intervention
in judicial appointments casts
omen of accelerated effort
towards establishing all-out
fascism.

Right-thinking democratic-
minded people need to take
serious note of these dangerous
trends. They need to realize that
they would not find any of the
mainstream vote-based political
parties by their side to seriously
fight such fascistic advances. On
the contrary, the need of the hour
is to develop strong public
opinion and united democratic
movement to ensure that till the
time capitalism, the root of evils,
is overthrown by revolution after
fulfilment of necessary
conditions, whatever little of
democratic practices, codes and
norms are still existing do not get
eroded. And that there is no
infringement of the Executive on

judicial autonomy, that the
autonomous institutions like the
Election Commission do not turn
out to be lackeys of the ruling
party and a rein is put on the
criminalized politics of
engineering defections with lure
of lucre and power thereby
betraying the efficacy of people’s
choice of their representative
through election.

It will be a height of folly to
solely depend on the court for
realization of demands of people
without building up powerful
movements to thwart the
pernicious moves of the
bourgeois central government in
particular and ruling parties in
general. The SUCI (C) as the
revolutionary Party of the
country is constantly striving to
make people conscious of such
dangers and guide them along the
right track based on Marxism-
Leninism-Shibdas Ghosh
Thought, the highest ideology of
the time. It is relentlessly trying
to build class and mass struggles
of which this fight against
emerging bourgeois
constitutional dictatorship is an
inalienable part. Hence the Party
appeals to people to take serious
note of the developments and rise
to the occasion.

(Source: Indian Express-18-08-
22, 14-11-22, NDTV-09-11-22, 24-11-
22, ABP 14-11-22, India TV News 23-

11-22, Business Standard 23-11-22,
The Wire 24-11-2230-11-22

Times of India 30-11-22)

AIDSO holds successful students’
convention of North Eastern States

As a mark of rapid pace
of progress of AIDSO, a very
successful convention of the
students from all North-Eastern
states i.e., Assam, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Mizoram, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland
and Tripura, was held in
Guwahati on 9 December 2022.

The convention was
attended, besides national as
well as leaders of the
participating states, leaders of
AIDSO, by eminent
personalities like Dr
Ghanashyam Nath, former
principal, Guwahati Commerce

College, Shri Wandel Passah,
educationist from Meghalaya
and Prof. Chandralekha Das.
There was an audio message of
Dr Tapodhir Bhattacharjee,
former Vice Chancellor, Assam
University.

All the students took pledge
to develop countrywide massive
students’ movement against
disastrous National Education
Policy and in demand for
secular, scientific and
democratic education. The
participants were regaled by a
beautiful presentation of folk
dance and song of North East.

Judiciary-Executive

Contd. from page 4

Crisis-ridden decadent moribund capitalism is
desperate to anyhow get an extra lease of life

by subverting every canon of democracy
all the tricks to contain the momentum of
the movement and wipe out the leftists
from the colleges and universities and
began patronizing all orthodox, fanatic,
obscurantist forces and Islamic
fundamentalism. It was a fact that
notwithstanding heroic struggle against
the Shah regime, the Iranian people
were not free from influence of these
bigoted forces and were dominated by
orthodox religious codes. Even though
there was a cultural movement based on
scientific and secular outlook, it was too
weak to create an impression on the
socio-cultural horizon of the country.
Secondly, in reaction over a definite tilt
towards pro-western life style and
Yankee culture during the Shah regime,
people tended to fear abolition of their
traditional religious values, and hence
the orthodox forces got an opportunity to
keep the people within their fold. As
students of Marxism-Leninism-Shibdas
Ghosh Thought we know that both
Yankee culture, i.e. consumerist and
self-centric rotten imperialist culture as
well as all forms of orthodoxy,
fanaticism, obscurantism breeding
communal-racial hatred serve the ruling
bourgeoisie equally well, not only in Iran
but in the whole world including India.
Because both these trends drive wedge
into the struggling unity of the toiling
masses and hence throw a spanner into
the process of development of class and
mass struggles. In course of that, the
ruling dispensation of Islamic Republic
of Iran, in order to stabilize their class
rule, took recourse to such tactics that
would divert the people from the main
objective of their struggle. After
establishment of Khomeini rule, the US
somewhat got frozen out of the picture.
Though the US certainly had a role in
supporting and bringing back Khomeini
from exile to establish him in power as
a counter-force to people’s democratic,
revolutionary upsurge, but then he took
Islamization much farther than
anticipated and turned against his
erstwhile mentor, and began to befriend
Soviet Union under revisionist
leadership.   As a result, both US
imperialist leadership and Soviet
revisionist leadership were trying to
transform Iran into the amphitheatre of
their performance of the drama of
superpower politics. On the other hand,
this provided the Khomeini regime scope
to earn as much dividend as possible by
bargaining with both camps of
superpower i.e. the US and the
revisionist-led Soviet Union. The tragedy
of Iran once more attested to the fact
that no struggle for social transformation
can reach its desired end if it is not
integrated with the struggle to establish
correct revolutionary line and higher
culture, moral and ethics. And in this era
of imperialism and proletarian revolution,

this desired social transformation can
come by only through revolutionary
overthrow of the decrepit capitalist
system irrespective of what the form of
its political superstructure is, by
developing anti-capitalist revolutionary
movement based on higher proletarian
culture, ethics and morality and led by a
truly revolutionary party of the
proletariat. That is the reason, in Iran, the
attempt to bring about a social
transformation and abolition of
oppression and repression using religion
as a changing tool failed and the
predicament of the people instead of
being abated, intensified more and more.

Backdrop of the
ongoing movement

The Iranian people over the last
four decades have experienced the cruel
autocratic face of the Khomeini regime.
As we know, religion and
fundamentalism are not the same. When
religion is used to serve narrow sectarian
interest of lucre and power of the
bourgeois rulers, it is called
fundamentalism. It is true for both Hindu
or Islamic or any other kind of
fundamentalism. Fundamentalism rests
on bigoted religious orthodoxy,
fanaticism and patriarchal domination.
Hence, it tries to keep the women under
subjugation, shackles them with a variety
of fetters in the name religious customs,
curtails their freedom and virtually
enslaves them with a slew of injunctions.
True, there are many who wish to see
religion and state as separate. This
includes also some of those who are
true followers of Islam. They are
advocating ‘secularization’ of the state to
preserve the purity of the Islamic faith in
social life without understanding that
secularism means state and social life is
independent of religion, so adherence or
non-adherence to religious faith remains
purely the personal affair of an
individual. Hence dreaming of a secular
country with the customs of Islamic faith
patterning social life is akin to a square
peg in a round hole. ‘‘Since the Islamic
Revolution, all efforts to quell
women’s resistance have
paradoxically only strengthened and
widened it,’’ said one woman protester
who was held in solitary confinement
and subjected to torture and beatings.
‘‘What started out as a protest
movement by secular middle-class
women, has now spread to the less
affluent, religious social strata, which
had served as the backbone of the
Islamic regime in the past.’’

The barbaric attack on the rights of
the women of Iran, women who have
been militantly struggling for freedom
and democratic reforms in the country
as well as opposing religious fiats to keep
them subjugated, is by no means an
accidental matter. Attempts to

Contd. from page 3

Iranian revolution in 1979
Iran

Contd. on page 8

only established an Islamic Republic
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Premature demise of Comrade Pushpendra Vishwakarma in a road accident
Comrade Pushpendra

Vishwakarma, UP State
Secretary, SUCI(C), succumbed
to a tragic road accident at Uraia
Crossing, Pratapgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, on 7 September at an
age of 57. The heart-rending
incident has led to an irreparable
loss for the Party, its supporters,
sympathizers, and the progressive,
leftist movement of the country.

When a student, under
guidance and inspiration from his
father Comrade Chakraborty
Vishwakarma, Comrade
Pushpendra had joined AIDSO
and taken up the responsibility to
build up students’ movement in
UP based on Marxism-Leninism-
Shibdas Ghosh Thought,
overcoming severe obstacles.  In
course of time, he gradually
became close to the Party and
soon transformed himself as an
able organizer. Reflecting a high
standard of proletarian culture and
ethics, he shouldered various
responsibilities that the Party
assigned to him. He made so
remarkable a progress in acquiring

communist character at  such a
young age that after demise of
Comrade V N Singh, former UP

leader of AIDSO.
Comrade Pushpendra had

organized many mass movements. It

the days to come and thereby pay
true homage to their beloved
departed leader.

Before his last journey had
started from the Party office at
Baheliapur, Uraia Road Patty,
Pratapgarh, towards the
Ibrahimpur Ghat crematorium, on
9 December, revolutionary tribute
was paid to him by Comrades
Arun Singh and Swapan
Chatterjee, both Central
Committee members, Jagannath
Verma, UP state Office Secretary,
Bechan Ali and the state leaders
of AIDSO, AIDYO, AIMSS,
Komsomol, AIUTUC and
AIKKMS and hundreds of Party
leaders, workers, supporters,
sympathizers. He was so
endearing to the people staying
near his house that many including
women had joined his last journey
with tears. His mortal remains
were consigned to flames after
rendition of the song on Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh and the
Internationale. The Red Fag was
dipped half-mast for seven days
at the party offices in the state.

Vizhinjam Port Struggle in Kerala writes new chapter in history of people’s movement
The Kerala State Committee of

SUCI (Communist) extended its
heartfelt greetings to the architects of
‘‘Vizhinjam Port Struggle’’ while
simultaneously saluting the heroic
role of the coastal communities,
especially the fishermen in the same.
The fishermen sustained their
consistent struggle by bravely
resisting the calumny and slander
which the CPI (M)-led government
had heaped upon them in its
shameless efforts to support the
designs of the Adani group.  The
government had not even shown the
minimum courtesy to rehabilitate the
284 poor families who were
consigned to accommodate
themselves in cement godowns in the
face of advancing sea erosion
displacing them from their
households.   In their eagerness to
corner the valiant struggle of the
fishermen, the CPI (M) led Front
government chose to align itself with
the BJP, without even considering the
grave consequences which may
arise out of such a communal
campaign in Kerala. They didn’t
even shrink from resorting to the ugly
fascist mode of setting up a pandal in
opposition to the struggle of the
fishermen & unleashing terror
against them. The fishermen, who
through their selfless sacrifices and
courageous efforts rescued
countless people trapped in their
flood marooned households and who
received the heartfelt appreciation of

the people are now being branded as
terrorists and communal elements by
the CPI (M). By using police, the CPI
(M) has unleashed a reign of terror
on these hapless people. False cases
have been slapped on more than 3000
individuals, with the TVM Arch
Bishop being named as the first
accused. Braving all such
suppression, slander, calumny and
misrepresentation, the struggling
fishermen through their 138 days long
enduring movement against the
demoniac corporate forces have
scripted a path of struggle which will
inspire the resistance of people in the
coming days.

The leadership of the struggle
committee itself hasn’t so far claimed
that all demands have been already
achieved. It has further clarified that
it's not entirely happy with the present
temporary pause in the movement
which has been necessitated by the
present turn of developments. This
matured reasoning of the leadership
not only provides an insight into how
seriously it has understood the
complexities of the ground realities of
the struggle but the measured words
used in its official note also reflects
the onerous responsibilities it’s called
upon to uphold.

Evaluation about the successful
outcome of any democratic
movement, cannot be solely gauged
upon, only on the demands it has been
able to successfully wrestle out from
a reluctant government. The

Vizhinjam Port movement has been
able to create a heightened sense of
democratic consciousness, fraternity
and confidence among the masses
involved in the struggle and this will
undoubtedly act as a valuable
experience in launching mass
movements in future. The struggle by
the coastal communities has been
able to create a better awareness
among the discerning citizens of
Kerala, about the disastrous
environmental, social, and economic
impacts of the Adani Port project.
With the CPI (M) joining hands with
the BJP openly to suppress the
struggle of the fishermen against
construction of the Monopolist Adani-
owned Port, the common people
have been gradually understanding
the pro-capitalist line of these forces.
People have been realizing through
the fire of struggle that all
parliamentary parties irrespective of
hue are wedded to serve the class
interest of oppressive capitalism.
This developed understanding will
pave the way for more encompassing
movements in future. As corporate
forces extend their spheres of
exploitation to the vast natural
resources of the shoreline in the form
of mineral sand mining, blue
economy, large scale construction
and reclamation of the coastal areas,
the problems of the poor coastal
communities will mount, making their
life conditions more miserable than
ever. Democratic movement will be

the only way through which succour
can come. This is an important lesson
of the Vizhinjam Port struggle.

Since the policies and practices
of all governments are wholly
subservient to the class interest of
the monopoly capital, for a movement
of people to attain a comprehensive
and complete victory, it should be
able to successfully sustain itself till
the very end and channelize along
correct line by a correct leadership.
The movement should be able to
garner the support of not only the
direct victims of the anti-people
policies of the government but should
also be able to mould public opinion
against such disastrous policies.
People’s struggle committees are the
instruments of the struggle of the
people. The leadership should be not
only broad-based but also anchored
on correct line so that no opportunity
is provided to the adversaries to
brand it as communal, sectarian or
opportunist. Lessons of the historic
year-long peasants’ movement
succeeded the fascist autocratic
central government to its knees.
Earlier, Singur-Nandigram movement
wrote a new chapter in the history of
mass movement. Prior to that, a 19-
year long education movement
compelled the then CPI (M)
government of West Bengal to
reintroduce English at primary school
level. The lessons of the anti-Silver
line (K-rail in Kerala) movement

State Secretary and a
veteran leader of the
Party, he was
unanimously elected
Secretary of the UP
State Organizing
Committee. Gradually,
he turned out to be a
leader whom the
Party could entrust
deep faith upon.
Because of his
amiable nature and
simplicity, he won the hearts of all.
He was keen on studying Marxist
literature, along with literatures of
the Party. Whenever any problem
cropped up in the State Party
organization, he ably handled the
situation and resolved it. Applying
the teachings of Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, the great leader of the
proletariat in his life, he could inspire
his entire family, wife and children
included, to be involved in Party
activities. His son is a whole-time
Party worker and a state-level

was under his
leadership that a mass
movement was
launched in Pratapgarh
in demand for stringent
punishment of the
culprits in rape and
murder of a teenage
girl, Gudiya and the
demand was achieved.
Comrade Pushpendra
also provided
leadership to a mass

struggle that erupted after one
Ranjan Maurya was killed in a
casteist conflict.

In his tragic and untimely
demise, the Party has lost a valuable
leader. His absence will surely be
felt for a long while. But it is firmly
believed that the UP state Party
leaders and workers, imbued with
M a r x ism-L enin i s m-Comr a de
Shibdas Ghosh Thought, will be able
to turn their grief into strength and
strengthen the Party more, both
ideologically and organizationally, in

Red Salute Comrade Pushpendra Vishwakarma

Contd. on page 8
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incorporate modern political and
social concepts into Islamic canon
began since 1950 with the preaching
of Islam as a way of life, just like
the way the Hindu fundamentalists
of India are preaching that Hindutva
is a way of life.

Headscarves and a loose tunic
or coat worn over regular clothing
have been compulsory for women in
Iran since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, and members of the
morality police enforce the strict
dress code. Refusal to submit to its
medieval models for women is
considered to be a ‘‘sin’’ by the
present Iranian rulers. It is five
years since Iranian Masih Alinejad in
2017 started a movement protesting
against the compulsory wearing of
the hijab, or headscarf, in her
country. Since then, after dozens of
women publicly took off their
headscarves in a wave of protests,
authorities have adopted tougher
measures. The police had warned
that women who participate in
demonstrations against the hijab
could face up to 10 years in prison.
In recent months, human rights
activists in Iran have been urging
women to protest the dress code by
removing their veils in public, an act
which is likely to lead to their arrest
by the authorities.

After Amini’s death, the
movement has escalated and spread
across the country, with women
taking to the streets to burn their
hijabs in defiance. Agitators have
burnt the statue of Iran’s supreme
religious leader Khomene in his own
hometown Mashhad amid rising
protests after he refrained from
commenting on ongoing protests in
his first public appearance. ‘‘It is
pertinent to mention that the Quran
instructs Muslim women and men to
dress modestly as concern had been
about both men’s and women’s

‘‘gaze, gait, garments, and
genitalia’’. (cited by Karnataka High
Court in a case and reported in
livelaw15-03-22) The holy Quran, as
opined by the informed section,
therefore, does not mandate wearing
of hijab. Yet the religious orthodoxy
thrusts such bindings upon women in
the name of religious code.

New ray of hope
But history has its own laws.

No more the suppressed, persecuted
Iranian women are ready to tolerate
such inhuman dictates and
compromise with their freedom. So,
they are out in the street braving all
odds. Amina’s martyrdom, instead of
restraining them, has provided
momentum to the struggle for
upholding the cause of the
movement. Not only women, but
even enlightened men are also
joining them in this just struggle
facing police atrocities. We
wholeheartedly support this
movement.

No doubt this stir has shaken
the Iranian rulers. But then
struggling Iranians particularly the
women need to keep in mind that
the struggle for emancipation of
women is inseparably linked with the
broader struggle of revolutionary
overthrow of capitalist regime which
is wearing a religious cloak in their
country. This struggle can only
succeed if it is developed on the
edifice of true secular values,
cultivation of higher morality and
culture and in fraternity with their
struggling counterparts round the
world. Let not any bourgeois
trickery or handiwork of religious
fundamentalists enfeeble them from
within or channelize them along the
wrong path to fizzle out with
passage of time. Win they must!
Tortured women of the world are
looking at their struggle to gain
sustenance to build up similar
struggles in their respective
countries.
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Women’s emancipation struggle is
Iran

Dais of AIKKMS Haryana State Conference in Jhajhar on 4 December 2022
Below : A section of gathering of open session.

AIDSO activists
observing
eminent social
reformer
Jotiba Phule’s
Memorial Day
in Durg,
Chhattisgarh,

Now, the most horrific news
has arrived. According to Amnesty
International, over 15,000 immigrant
labourers lost their lives during last
ten years to modernize Qatar for the
extravaganza. It reminds one how
the hawkers of Salt lake area of
Kolkata were evicted en masse
during World Youth Football
tournament in 2017 or when the
former US President Donald
Trump's motorcade made its way
from the airport in Ahmedabad to the
sprawling stadium, venue of his
felicitation, the BJP-controlled
municipal corporation of the city had

constructed a four-foot-high wall
and put on a cloth cover to hide a
stretch of slums on the route. This is
the cruel face of capitalism where
workers who are real creators of
civilization are consigned to doom
whereas fruits of their labour are
enjoyed by a handful of super-rich
and corporate houses. Just a few
days back, it came in the media
that while asked to say who had
built the Taj Mahal, a class V
student replied, ‘‘hundreds of
workers, sculptors and artisans’’.
Perhaps that child has an insight into
the reality which many so called
erudite and educated do not have.

on 27 November 2022

Over 15,000 immigrant labourers lost their lives
Contd. from page 5

AIMSS condemns performance of
tubectomy without anesthesia

For shortage of space, fifth and final instalment of  Comrade Asit Bhattacharyya’s
speech on 24 April 2022 could not be published in this issue.

inseparably linked with struggle for
revolutionary overthrow of capitalism

which forced the CPI (M)-led Kerala
government to backtrack on the
project are also to be imbibed. The
valuable experiences provided by
these successful movements should
guide us in building greater
movements. To save the state of
Kerala from the disastrous policies of

the corporate houses and their
political lackeys, the coastal
communities in Vizhinjam including
the fishermen should come forward
and initiate the movement. The toiling
masses of the state should protect
this movement. The people of the
country should unitedly stand in
support of it.

Contd. from page 7

Vizhinjam Port Struggle in Kerala

AIMSS, in a statement dated
08-12-2022, vehemently
condemned the utter callousness
with which the surgical procedure
of tubectomy was performed
without anesthesia in two hospitals
in Bihar.

In a patriarchal society like
ours it’s the women who have to
bear the brunt of repeated
pregnancies, especially to bear
male children, forced on them by
the family. Also, as a permanent
family planning method it’s the

women who are forced to undergo
tubectomy which is not so minor a
surgery as vasectomy which the
menfolk refuse to undergo. When
such is the case, the government
which propagates so much about
population control and women’s
health should at least ensure safe
and painless surgery for women.
AIMSS demanded of the State
Government to take immediate
measures to book the culprits and
mete out exemplary punishment to
them.


