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At the call of the Central Committee, SUCI(C), 25 November observed as
All India Solidarity with struggling Iranian people

‘IRAN’S STRUGGLE
SOLIDARITY DAY’

Comrade Provash Ghosh, the General
Secretary of SUCI(Communist), issued
the following statement on 22 November
2022:

We hail and express our solidarity
with the present heroic struggle
continued by the democratic minded
people of Iran particularly by women
and youth against fascist Islamic
power to achieve emancipation of
women by breaking enslaving fetters
of religious bindings and to overthrow
the fascist regime and install a
democratic power. This phase of
movement was sparked off with the
brutal killing of an Iranian lady on 13
October 2022 by the socalled ‘religious
moral police’ of Iran. It is to be noted
that this movement has been initiated
by women braving ruthless
fundamentalist atrocities and later all
sections of people who are being
exploited and oppressed economically,
politically and culturally by the Islamic
fascist regime since long, have joined
the movement. To crush the
movement, the fascist rulers of Iran
have resorted to unbridled police
atrocities, mass killing and death
penalty, killing hundreds, injuring
several more hundreds and arresting
thousands of people including women
and children. But braving all atrocities,
the indomitable people of Iran have
been continuing their struggle with firm
determination.

We call upon all democratic
minded people of the world to extend
their support in favour of this
legitimate historic movement and raise
the demand to stop all repressions by
the fascist regime.

Gujarat on the eve of

Gujarat assembly election, scheduled to be held
on 1 and 5 December 2022, is viewed by many as a
dress rehearsal for 2024 Lok Sabha election. When the
suffering people have been pointing towards redressal
of some local issues like absence of cleanliness, sewage
problem, shortage of water supply, troubles created by
stray cattle, insufficiency of streetlights, etc., it is
evident that they are not fully aware that assembly
elections are being fought on ideological standpoints and
policy decisions. The state is in a shambles and the
much-trumpetted ‘Gujarat model’ of development has
proved to be a hoax par excellence. Like other states,
the people of Gujarat are also back-broken by steep
rise in prices to the tune of 400% in last twenty years.
It is not that the government cannot control the spurt
in prices if it so wants. Apart from the fact that price
rise is an inevitability in a capitalist economy, artificial
shortage triggered by massive hoarding, black
marketing, speculative forward and other derivative
trading in food crops etc., are making the situation
further worsened. Can the government not stop these
malpractices by toning up the preventive machinery and
promulgating suitable laws? It can but it would not.
Because the BJP like any other trusted party of the
ruling bourgeoisie, like the Congress are committed to
fill the coffers of the offenders most of whom are either
linked to the monopoly houses or financiers of the ruling
party. Other problems tormenting the people of Gujarat
along with their fellow citizens in other parts of the
country include mounting unemployment, closure of one
after another industry throwing thousands out of job
resulting in fast diminishing means of earning. Some
facts would show in what peril the state of Gujarat is.

Close down of industries
More than 2000 industrial units in various estates

of the Gujarat Industrial Development Corporation
(GIDC) are closed, according to information provided
in the assembly by Gujarat government in a written
reply. With regard to this data on closed units,

Secretary General of Federation of Gujarat Industries
(FOGI) told KNN India that ‘‘As per the information
provided, there is no mention of how many industrial
units shut down year on year basis.’’ Highlighting the
reason of the closure, he mentioned. ‘‘There could be
various reasons attached to it but do not rule out that a
few might have not been able to sustain because of
demonetization and roll out of GST due to slow refund
circle process in first year.’’ According to the media
reports collated data, around 2,069 units were shut in
GIDCs in 31 districts as of December 31, 2018. In
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Make SUCI(C) candidates victorious in
Gujarat Assembly Election

Candidate Constituency

    Comrade Meenakshi Joshi  Ellis Bridge, Ahmedabad
    Comrade Bharti Parmar   Akota, Vadodara
    Comrade Ram Murat Maurya   Limbayat, Surat

Delhi
More photos on page 5

Observe 25 November  as

Comrade Anish Kumar Ray, veteran member, West Bengal State Committee, SUCI (C), who was
intimately involved in publication of Proletarian Era, a senior member of Pathikrit cultural organization and at
the forefront of education movement in India, passed away on 29th November 2022, at 6:30 pm, following
drug-resistant TB and associated illness.

Red Salute Comrade Anish Kumar Ray
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To express solidarity on behalf of
the Indian people and wish success to
this struggle our party
SUCI(Communist) will observe 25
November 2022 as ‘IRAN’S
STRUGGGLE SOLIDARITY DAY’
by holding meetings and demonstrations
in all state capitals. We urge upon the
people of India to make the
programme an all-out success.

SUCI(C) lauds
scientists for protesting
contraption to channel
the Sun’s rays on the
forehead of the

Ayodhya idol
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General
Secretary, SUCI(C) issued the following
statement on 24 November 2022:

On 20 November last, the Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR), obviously under the advice of
the BJP government, tweeted about a
project involving researchers from one
of its constituent laboratories where,
by using a system of mirrors and
lenses, it can be ensured that sunlight
falls on the forehead of the Ram statue
in Ayodhya on Ram Navami every
year. Naturally, it has irked the
scientists and 200 of them in an open
letter have said that engineering such a
device may be a good learning exercise
for an undergraduate student but is not
focused on quests which advance
human knowledge. They have also
decried criminal waste of public money
for such and have questioned the use of
government science resources on
installing such an elementary device to
track a star and focus its light on the
deity’s head. This evidently is a part of
the Hindutva agenda of subsuming
technical science to achieve spiritual
ends. The entire incident, from the
government roping in the CBRI
(Central Building Research Institute)
for such a simple contraption which is
technologically feasible but is against
the spirit of the scientific process,
attests to the fact that the BJP
government’s compass is aligned not
along doing what is right by the spirit of
science but along whatever misuse or
abuse of science will keep it in power.

We fully concur with the views of
the protesting scientists, hail them for
raising their voice against such gimmick
in the name of scientific research and
vehemently condemn the move of the
BJP government whose endeavour to
link technological aspect of science
with spiritualism holds evidence of its
objective to establish a fascist culture.

Jamnagar, 36 units were shut in
GIDCs, but 19 of them closed
down since 2016. Similarly, 19 out
of 50 units in Kutch, and 10 out of
18 units in Banaskantha downed
shutters in last two years, the state
CM said in 2019. A total of 89
industrial accidents happened
between January and July 2020
across Gujarat. Over 130 workers
died in industrial accidents in
Gujarat during the first seven
months of 2020, of which 57 per
cent were reported in four months
after the Covid lockdown was
lifted in phases in the state.
Unemployment and job loss

The CMIE, in its
‘‘Unemployment Rate in India’’
report, noted that Gujarat’s
unemployment rate which was
6.7% in March 2020 , increased to
a whopping 18.7% in April 2020.
After Covid lockdown, no
perceptible improvement is
reported. In 2014, when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi promised
to bring the Gujarat model of
development to India, the focus of
the state was on megaprojects at
the expense of SMEs which hurt
job creation, says a new book. But
the Gujarat Labour and
Employment Minister Dilip Thakor
said in a written reply during
Question Hour in the assembly in
February 2020 (pre-pandemic
period) told that 4.58 lakh educated
youth were registered with various
state employment exchanges. Of
these, 4.34 lakh are ‘educated’
while 23,433 are in the ‘semi-
educated’ category. Six states saw
rising joblessness in cities in July-
September 2019. The highest spike
in the urban unemployment rate
was seen in Gujarat where it rose
1.3 percentage points to 4.3 per
cent. In the beginning of June 2022,
some 17 lakh job aspirants applied
for 3400 vacant posts of Talati
(village panchayat executive
head), indicating the
unemployment crisis in Gujarat.

Gujarat showed signs of
distress related to economy when
state authorities recorded 294
suicides in 2018 where reason for
ending life was termed as
‘poverty’. 318 persons ended their
lives citing ‘unemployment’ as the
reason. The figures were 163%
and 21% more than the ones
recorded in 2017.  Data on crime
tabled by the state Home Ministry
in the assembly stated that a total
of 14,702 cases of suicide were
registered in Gujarat in the last two

years, suggesting that on an
average nearly 20 persons took their
lives every day. Minister of State
for Home Pradeepsinh Jadeja said
90 persons had ended their lives in
Kheda and 111 persons had
committed suicide in Anand district
of Gujarat in 2019. As the World
Suicide Prevention Day is observed
annually on 10 September, the
NCRB report gave a snapshot of
what drove Gujaratis to the brink in
2021. The number rose by 48%.
Pravin Valera, coordinator of
Jeevan Aastha Suicide Prevention
helpline said that the call volumes
increased by about 20% since 2020,
which has remained high even in
2022. Notably, while PM Modi has
claimed to have issued lakhs of
appointment letters, only 373 people
of Gujarat got the same.

Condition of the workers
The condition of the workers

in the state is perilous. The
minimum wage in the state has been
marginally increased in the state
only in October last after 25 years,
i.e., in the face of ensuing election.
Gujarat has the lowest daily wage
in the country which is only Rs. 220/
- for agricultural labourer. The latest
labour codes brought in by the
central government and
implemented by the state
government have opened up the
vista of exploitation of workers.
After the catastrophic fire that
broke out at Nandan Denim
Limited’s factory, one of the largest
in Narole, a major hub for the
famous textile and garment industry
of Ahmedabad, during normal
business hours on 8 February 2020
in which seven workers died of
burns and asphyxiation and many
were severely injured,  a study,
‘Looking Beyond Fire
Extinguishers’, was published in
2021 by Ajeevika Bureau, a non-
profit organization, on the issue of
labour practices leading to the fire
accidents. The study which was
published in ‘The Wire’ dated 11-
09-21 found unsafe, inhumane and
exploitative working conditions. In
the last two years, 322 industrial
accidents have occurred in Gujarat.
The frequency of such accidents
highlights the lack of basic worker
safety and compliance with
workplace safety laws i.e. the
Factories Act, 1948. Workers are
aware of the involved risks to their
lives but continue nonetheless to
fulfil their basic needs of food and
shelter, the report found. The
employers also know the
consequences of their inaction. The
factories were discovered to have
hazardous working conditions such
as exposure to dangerous
substances, intense heat and dust
pollution. The denial of safe and
healthy working conditions to
employees stems from a variety of

Gujarat Election

Facts show what
peril the state of

Gujarat is in
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SOLIDARITY DAY’
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factors in which employers shift
responsibility for safety and health
to the under-equipped contractor
and, eventually, the employee. Even
regular employment in these
factories may not always provide a
solution to the problem of safety
and abusive working conditions that
limit worker’s ability to raise
concerns, according to the study.
Factories normally hire workers
under a variety of contractual
arrangements and pay them on a
daily or piece-rate basis. Only 4%
of the total surveyed workers
employed in higher posts were on
the payroll of the factories. The
remaining 96% were recruited
through casual contracts. 12-hour
work shifts are the norm while 40%
of the surveyed workers agreed to
have worked overtime including 24
hours without any break. In the
report, an operator described an
accident in which he became
temporarily blind as a result of his
floor master’s negligence in
handling bleach.  But he chose not
to report the incident for fear of
reprisals. Moreover, the workers
are assigned to work with
hazardous substances and
processes with no prior training or
protective equipment. This causes
injuries and fatalities but rarely
leads to legal action against the
factories. The practice of using
subcontractors and outsourcing
work allows for blame-shifting and
makes it difficult to identify non-
compliance on paper. Fires are also
a common occurrence in factories
and some of them have resulted in
worker deaths. Workers are unable
to negotiate safer working
conditions because of the fear of
reprisal, informal employment and
limited knowledge of their
organization. All of this means that
the workers are trapped alone, with
the burden of ensuring their own
safety.

The National Sample Survey
Organization revealed that there are
about 4.20 lakh child labourers in
the state. They  do not go to school
because of growing poverty and
hunger. Gujarat ranks second in the
country in employing child labour.
Predicament of the peasants

The condition of peasants in
the state is pathetic. Peasants are
selling land out of distress implying
steady decline in the number of
poor and marginal peasants. The
number of agricultural workers has
increased by 17 lakhs. Even after
75 years of independence, the
peasants of Gujarat, like other
states are just exposed to the
vagaries of nature. They have been
suffering frequently from natural
calamities like drought and flood,
absence of proper support from the
government, non-availability of



PROLETARIAN  ERA DECEMBER 1, 2022 PAGE  THREE

Deceptive words in G-20 speech of
Indian Prime Minister

G-20 is an intergovernmental
forum comprising 19 countries like
China, Russia, Canada, Australia,
Saudi Arabia, US, Britain, India and
the European Union (EU). G20
members are the world’s major
imperialist-capitalist economies
representing all inhabited continents,
80% of world GDP and 75 % of
global trade. Its declared objective is
to recognize interlinking of global
economies, achieve global economic
stability, foster sustainable growth
and promote financial regulations
with a view to reducing risks and
prevent future financial crises; and
thereby create a new international
financial architecture. Apparently,
the words sound mellifluous. But in
essence, this is a cartel of global
powerful capitalist-imperialist
countries to sort out bilateral as well
as multilateral issues relating to their
respective economic interests and
conflicts and make attempts to
somehow provide extra lease of life
to decadent moribund global
capitalism-imperialism. In this
forum, every effort is made by the
constituents to bargain for greater
economic advantages for their
respective countries by wielding
political-military clout   and forming
coteries within to negotiate better
deals. Let no one harbour any
illusion that this forum has anything
to do with people’s interest.

Indian PM’s ‘amritvani’
in G-20 conference

The presidentship of this forum
is decided by rotation. From
December 2022 to November 2023,
it would be India’s turn to chair the
forum and accordingly Narendra
Modi, the Prime Minister (PM),
would preside over the meetings of
the conference. So, the ruling camp
is busy reaping harvest of the
opportunity to pitchfork Modi as
Vishwaguru (global leader of
reckoning) and improve the
prospects of the BJP in the coming
elections. With that purpose, the
‘Earth is placed on the lotus’ in
the newly designed logo of G20.
The colour of the lotus is also
significantly saffron. While unveiling
the logo of G20 on 8 November
2022, the PM said that ‘the lotus in
the logo symbolizes India’s
ancient heritage, faith and
thought’ and ‘the philosophy of
adwait emphasizes the oneness of
all creatures’ and ‘the notion of
universal brotherhood’ and ‘both
the Goddesses of knowledge and
prosperity are seated on a lotus’
and the ‘seven petals of the lotus

represent the seven continents and
seven universal musical notes’ and
‘when the seven musical notes
come together, they create perfect
harmony’. The PM went on to say
that ‘India is such a rich and
living democracy of the world and
has a proud tradition in the form
of the mother of democracy’. The
PM further said that our G20 mantra
is—‘‘One Earth, One Family, One
Future’’.

Oneness of all creatures and
notion of universal brotherhood

and proud traditions of India
Excellent demagogy! For

people of India have been witness to
how the seven petals of the BJP
lotus are turning pale and are falling
apart due to avowedly
discriminatory and arch communal
policies of the party since it has
come to power in 2014. An open
hate campaign against the Muslim
minorities, endeavour to strip
genuine Muslim citizens of their valid
citizenship, systematically carrying
out crusade against the Muslims,
Christians, so called dalits and the
tribals, bear testimony to that.
Lynching of theirs by the foot-
soldiers and criminals of the RSS-
BJP-Sangh Parivar be it on the
pretext of  reverence for the cow,
moral policing, love-jihad, religious
conversion, or for violation of
implied untouchability norms and
such other flimsy charges as well as
orchestrated pogroms like that of
Gujarat also attest to this fact. In
fact, there is a concerted effort to
precipitate divide among the toiling
masses belonging to different
communities to foil crystallization of
united protest against ruthless
capitalist oppression and repression.
This is the way ‘oneness of all
creatures’ is practised in  BJP-ruled
India while the PM preaches ‘the
notion of universal brotherhood
and proud traditions of India’

Philosophy of adwait
The second one is about

pursuit of the ‘the philosophy of
adwait’ which, it obviates to say, is
open declaration of allegiance to
Hindu religion in a country whose
Constitution declares it to be a
secular democratic republic.
Secularism, as we have shown times
without number, presupposes non-
recognition of any supernatural
entity and hence precludes entry of
religion in the field of politics, state
policies or social relations. Religion,
it proclaims, should be a matter of
personal belief. The very utterance
of the PM that both the Goddesses

of knowledge and prosperity are
seated on a lotus’ clearly points at
allegiance to Hinduism where both
Saraswathi and Laxmi, the
perceived goddesses of knowledge
and wealth are found in their idolized
forms to be seating on lotus (that
also happens to be the BJP party
symbol). A few days back, the IIM
Ahmedabad, obviously under
instruction from the top, has
changed its logo containing a replica
of the ‘Tree of Life’ chiselled on
stone windows of the 16th Century
Sidi Saiyed Mosque of Ahmedabad
on a bogus plea that its origin is
controversial. The unity in diversity,
which this ‘‘Tree of Life’’ is said to
have represented through its
branches, is no more. The textbooks
are being rewritten distorting the
history of India and giving primacy
to myth over facts. ‘‘Vaastu sastra
and astrology’’ is being incorporated
in educational courses in the name
of teaching ancient science. This
shows how secular institutions of
higher learning are also getting
drawn into communal measures.
Even Swami Vivekananda who
believed in the adwait Vedanta and
whom the RSS-BJP seek to project
as one of their icons had observed
that ‘‘Religion has no business to
formulate social laws…social laws
were created by economic
conditions…the terrible mistake
of religion was to interfere in
social matters…Hands off! Keep
yourself to your own bounds and
everything would be come right’’.
(What we believe in, written to
‘Kidi’ on 3 March 1894 from
Chicago)

Women-led development
The third point is about PM

Modi’s observation that ‘‘Global
development is not possible
without women’s participation. We
have to maintain priority on
women led development even in
our G-20 agenda’’. Anyone in
India who opens the newspaper
every morning or tunes in to news
channels on TV finds incidents of
crimes committed against women in
various forms-molestation, rape,
gang-rape, murder, dowry death,
abandonment for either having not
borne a child or giving birth to girl
child, female foeticide and
infanticide, killing for alleged
infidelity, refusal to respond to love
proposal, marital discord or even
domestic trouble. Even officially
published data shows that in India 87
rape cases are reported every day.
There would be more cases which

are not reported. 80 women are
murdered every day. 19 women on
average are victims of dowry deaths
per day. Hindus have the highest
number of missing girls attributable
to female foeticide in India, a new
research report prepared by the
Pew Research Centre has revealed.
According to their analysis, at least
9 million girls are ‘missing’ in India
as a result of female infanticide
from 2000 to 2019 despite ban on
prenatal sex-determination testing in
the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques Act 1994.
The clandestine use of ultrasound
facilities for this purpose continues,
however, as do sex-selective
abortions. Almost ten women die
every day of unsafe, illegal abortions
in India. Nearly 4.6 crore (45.8
million) females are ‘missing’ in
Indian demography in the year 2020,
mainly due to pre and post-birth sex
selection practices stemming from
son preference and gender
inequality, a recently released
United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) report has said. India
accounts for almost one-third (32.1
per cent) of the total 142.6 million
missing females in the world and is
the second highest contributor. A
total of 371,503 cases of crimes
against women were registered
across the country in 2020, the
government told Parliament in
December 2021.

Rich and living democracy
Moreover, the PM claimed that

‘India is such a rich and living
democracy of the world and has a
proud tradition in the form of the
mother of democracy’. If
democracy means rising inequality,
rule of the monopolists and their
unabated right to amass fabulous
wealth by ruthless exploitation of
the working people and virtual
clamping of a fascist autocracy with
a façade of parliamentary system
and rising misery and abject penury
of the 95% of the population, then
he is right. But if he sought to mean
anything else, that was a travesty of
truth. Throughout the 75 years of
independence oppression and
repression of the ruling monopolists,
i.e. the capitalist class, have dragged
down the vast majority of the Indian
people—however much the ruling
parties in governmental power try to
manipulate the exact figure of
‘below poverty level line’—to live a
subhuman life  without even two
square meals a day, with practically
no shelter, or clothing to maintain  a
dignified and decent life, without
proper education or any at all,
without   minimum  health facilities
and, even without a job to earn the
minimum of livelihood. One after
another hard-earned democratic

Contd. on page 7
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remunerative price for their produce
and debt-burden. Gujarat is one of
the chronic drought-prone states of
India, with an average annual rainfall
about only 700 mm, with more than
half of the district sub-divisions of
Gujarat receiving rainfall within the
range of 200-400 mm. Substantial
portions of the state continue to be
arid to semi-arid. Last year, as the dry
spell continued in the state, farmers
in the affected districts like
Surendranagar, Aravalli and
Banaskantha had submitted
memorandums to their respective
local administrations to declare their
districts drought-hit. Though the
government was reported to have not
made any statement on the rising
monsoon deficiency, the then BJP
Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel
said the Narmada dam had adequate
water for drinking purposes for the
next one year. His statement
suggested that there would not be
any shortage of drinking water
obliquely indicating deficiency of
water for irrigation. Over and above,
a massive amount of water was
released from the Madhuban Dam on
the Daman Ganga River in the
Valsad district as the region
continued to remain battered by
heavy rainfall. The floods had caused
massive damage to crops on over
50,000 hectares.  Thousands of
farmers across Gujarat had been
found protesting this year demanding
adequate power supply to save
standing crops.  In March 2022,
protests were held at more than 75
places as erratic and inadequate
power had forced angry farmers on
to the streets demanding increasing
supply to run pumps for irrigation.
The question is why in 75 long years
including around 27 years of the BJP
rule, there is no proper irrigation
system to save agriculture and the
poor peasants. Are we to believe that
when PM Modi is talking of
spectacular development of
technology including space science,
implementation of proper irrigation
system is a far cry?

A perception has been
cunningly spread by the quarters of
vested interest that farmers of
Gujarat had no problem with the
three Black Farm Laws which the
central BJP government was forced
to repeal under pressure of the
yearlong historic anti-black farm
laws movement and are happy with
them.  But the fact is that when a
good number of Gujarat farmers
wanted to join the struggling
peasants at the Shahjahanpur border
of UP, they were forcibly prevented.

Though the Black Farm Laws have
been withdrawn, the Gujarat
government is making every effort
to implement them through the
backdoor. The state APMC
(Agricultural Produce and Livestock
Marketing Committees) mandis are
being closed down one after another
giving rise to problems involving
salary of the APMC employees,
Minimum Support Price, Crop
Insurance, etc. The state
government has introduced the PPP
(Private-Public Partnership) model
in Crop Insurance, Land
Measurement, etc. and redressal of
any dispute over such areas remains
abegging because of money power
and political connections of the
private operators. Suppressing facts,
erstwhile BJP Chief Minister Vijay
Rapani had claimed in a meeting of
NITI Aayog in Delhi in 2018 that
farmers in Gujarat are prosperous.
However, as seen above, reality
contradicts his claim even today.

Hunger and poverty
The number of poor people in

the state under the National Food
Security Act is 3.82 crore. It means
62.62% of total population. ‘Hunger
watch’ survey carried out by Anna
Suraksha Adhikar Abhiyan (ASAA),
Gujarat, to track the hunger situation
amongst vulnerable and marginalized
communities of the state amid the
Covid 19 pandemic revealed that
20.6 per cent households sometimes
skipped meals due to lack of food
while 21.8 per cent said they
sometimes slept without a single
meal. ‘‘The government has not
given accurate information to the
families, many of whom are from
very deprived communities, as to
why their ration cards cannot be
used anymore to claim their basic
entitlements. This process of making
ration cards ‘silent’ has happened at
the local taluka and/or district level.
Additionally, in many areas, taluka
level committee meetings are not
being held due to Covid-19,
effectively depriving families their
right to food security,’’ the report
stated. 50 lakh families do not get
enough to eat.

The number of families living
Below the Poverty Line (BPL) in
Gujarat have risen by 2,556, taking
the total number of BPL families to
over 31.56 lakh, as on August 31,
2021, the Gujarat Assembly was
informed in March this year. 20 lakh
families in Gujarat do not have a
good home to live in. A large number
of poor people have no ration card.
The BJP government in Gujarat has
been in power since 1996. Present
PM Modi was the Gujarat Chief

Minister for about 14 years, but the
much touted development has not
happened.

Fragile healthcare system
Gujarat has often been lauded

for its effective healthcare system.
The fragility of the healthcare system
of the state was highly exposed
during Covid pandemic. Even
whatever little facilities are existing
in the hospitals, including the private
ones, fell short when the wave of
covid spread in the state. There were
queues of ambulances outside the
hospitals. There were acute
shortages of oxygen cylinders and
ventilators. In the Covid-19
pandemic, the state has registered the
highest mortality rate in India — 4.38
per cent, which is considerably
higher than the national average of
2.49 per cent. In the initial weeks of
the outbreak, government hospitals in
Gujarat, especially Ahmedabad Civil
Hospital, had grabbed headlines for
their high mortality rates. The
Gujarat High Court had slammed the
state government, saying the
conditions at the Civil Hospital were
‘‘pathetic’’, and that the hospital was
‘‘as good as a dungeon, may be even
worse’’. Data from the health
secretary's office indicates that
average span of hospitalization
among discharged patients in Gujarat
is 11.03 days, while among the
deceased, it’s 6.24 days. As against
over 25,000 to 30,000 covid
identification tests conducted in Tamil
Nadu, which has almost the same
population as Gujarat, the figure for
Gujarat on 20 and 21 July 2020 was
12,867 and 13,693 respectively. In
fact, Ahmedabad Medical
Association filed a petition in the
Gujarat High Court demanding that
the tests be made proportionate to
the population.

But, in a bid to help private
hospitals minting huge profit taking
advantage of people’s distress, the
government on the one hand allowed
them to charge exorbitant fees for
treatment, while on the other hand,
instead of proper ventilators, it placed
orders for ‘Dhaman 1’ ventilators
developed by a Rajkot-based private
firm Jyoti CNC which were not
approved by the Drugs Controller
General of India (DGCI). A row
erupted when the Ahmedabad civil
hospital wrote to the government
stating that the ‘Dhaman-1’
ventilators were not up to the mark
and sought sophisticated machines.

Justice DA Mehta Commission
of Inquiry report revealed multiple
regulatory violations and hazardous
practices at the two Covid hospitals
in Gujarat where 13 patients were
killed in fire accidents last year. ‘‘It
was an invitation for disaster,’’ the
report, tabled in the Gujarat
Assembly, said about Ahmedabad’s
Shrey Hospital in Ahmedabad and
Uday Shivanand Hospital in Rajkot.

That’s why it has come as a shock
that in the Covid-19 pandemic, the
state has registered the highest
mortality rate in India. To shield this
reality, monopoly-controlled media
who lined up outside hospitals in
opposition-ruled states, skipped any
coverage of the BJP-led Gujarat.
There were allegations of large scale
scams as well in the healthcare
sphere. But the Gujarat government
is going ahead with its sinister plan to
corporatize healthcare on a larger
scale.
Pathetic condition of education

Gujarat is claimed by the ruling
quarters as one of the economically
developed states of India, but when it
comes to human development,
particularly education and health, its
performance is quite poor. The
performance of Gujarat in other
education-related indicators is also
dismal. According to the Annual
Survey of Education Report (ASER)
2018, only 43% of students of
government schools in standard V
could read standard II level text. This
clearly shows the quality of the
education of government schools in
Gujarat. Gujarat’s education
department survey admits that 12,000
government schools have only one or
two teachers.

Gujarat’s Finance Minister
announced the thrust areas of this
year’s budget, and education is one
of them. But the number of the
state’s education spending does not
match with the narrative. The fund
allocation and the percentage share
of education in GSDP is one of the
lowest in the country. For the fiscal
2019-20, the percentage share of
education in GSDP (Gross State
Domestic Product)  was only 1.55%.
A survey in 2019 showed that 81%
of government school students of
classes 3-8 cannot read or write
Gujarati fluently. Over 32% posts of
teachers of English, math and
science, and over 80% posts of
principals are vacant in state-run
secondary schools in Gujarat, the
Education Minister told the assembly
in 2021.

As is known to all, there is a
privatization spree in education. The
policy of privatization and
commercialization of education has
converted education into a
commodity, though  the Supreme
Court in a recent remark has
questioned such a concept.  But the
BJP government is going ahead with
its privatization policy. In April last,
Gujarat government passed a Bill to
pave way for 11 new private
universities including Adani
university. Members of Gujarat State
Professors’ Association protested at
various colleges in an attempt to voice
their concerns over the Bill.

Closure and merger of
government schools has become the

Gujarat Election

Common people need imbibing the truth that

capitalism whose servitude BJP, Congress and
other bourgeois forces are in, is breeding all evils

Contd. from page 2

Contd. on page 6
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World proletarian revolution alone can bring about

A terrible social-cultural crisis
 It cannot be denied that along

with economic problems, violence,
impulse to kill, erosion of values,
endless corruption—all are
increasing. Unable to pay back debt,
destitute finding no means to
survive, often resort to suicide. Such
tendencies are on the rise.
Sometimes you find a whole family
is opting for suicide. Not just this.
Social life, family life, affection and
tender feelings for one another are
all getting destroyed. Do you find
any party other than ours expressing
any serious concern over this? In all
capitalist countries including ours,
this social and cultural crisis is
assuming a horrible proportion. All
values are eroding fast. The
oppressed impoverished millions
have no legitimate means for
subsistence. Taking advantage of
this, the capitalist rulers are turning
them into thugs and goons and using
them to crush justified democratic
movements.

Just imagine what terrible a
conspiracy is this! Those who are
exploiting the people to no end,
pushing them towards utter ruination
in every possible way, robbing them
of all their values, are, at the same
breadth, making every possible step
to turn them into anti-socials and
murderers. Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, the great Marxist thinker,
posed a very pertinent question
before us: ‘‘In such an explosive
situation what are you expected to
do? Do you realize what these

hapless people expect of us?’’ Given
such a situation, Comrade Ghosh
reminded us of the task befalling us.
We need to correctly understand the
principal contradiction prevailing
between the capitalist class and the
95% of exploited masses, between
labour and capital and then strive to
intensify the contradiction by
organizing militant movements as
conducive to  developing class
struggle. We will have to resist and
foil the conspiracy that the capitalist
class is hatching to obstruct the
process of developing such
movements and destroy the moral
strength of the people.
Proletarian class consciousness

and values are needed
In the circumstances, all the

revolutionary parties of the world
would need to cultivate and
invigorate the people with new
proletarian revolutionary
consciousness and values. Now I
would like to say a word or two on
the current political situation in the
country. To start with, not only we
but also many thinking people of the
country are aware that the Congress
is a party owning total allegiance to
the ruling bourgeoisie. During the
five odd decades from achievement
of political freedom in 1947 to the
end of the century, the Congress
was in power. Under the Congress
rule, people were subjected to
ruthless exploitation, oppression and
onslaught. Corruption went to a
peak. From their bitter experience,
people realized that the Congress

would not deliver anything good to
them. Sensing people’s gradual
disillusionment about the Congress,
the capitalist class brought to the
fore the BJP, the party of their
alternative choice.

It is the ruling bourgeoisie who
taking advantage of anti-Congress
mind of the people pulled the strings
from behind to make the BJP
victorious  in election and assume
power. Notable is the fact that
parties like the CPI or the CPI(M),
despite their claim of being Marxists-
leftists, have, in their bid to curry
favour with the capitalist class for
remaining afloat in the corridors of
power, abandoned the ideology of
leftism—i.e., the task of  uniting the
workers, peasants as well as all
other sections of the toiling masses
irrespective of caste, creed, religion,
region and ethnicity, and develop
powerful, protracted, militant
movements against capitalist
oppression and suppression. This
anti-Marxist non-left politics of the
CPI (M)-CPI helped the ruling class
to pave the way for the RSS-BJP to
rise to power. The ruling monopolists
backed the BJP in every possible
way—phenomenal financial help,
media support everything. Ever
since the BJP came to power  at the
Centre, first in 1998 and then again
from 2014 onwards,  they went on
forming governments state with full
backing of the ruling class. one after
another. The few states which are
having non- BJP governments, are
also fearing dislodging from power

by the BJP.
Now the question is how could

events take such an unanticipated
turn? The main reason behind this
meteoric rise of an extremely rightist
force is the absence of a united
sustained left movement on the
essential and legitimate demands of
the common people. The  left
parties like the CPI (M), CPI took
no initiative towards that end. The
ruling capitalist class, and the RSS-
BJP combine took full advantage of
that and as against a desired left
alternative, succeeded in posing
itself as the only choice in place of
the Congress. The CPI (M) and
their associates, who call themselves
leftists  and even Marxists,
sometimes make show of movement
only to derive electoral mileage
capitalizing on people’s grievances
and thereby ride to power like other
bourgeois parties by appeasing the
ruling bourgeoisie.  But the fact
remains that they have discarded the
path of movements and have been
carving out a space within the
confines of bourgeois vote politics.

Here I would like to remind
you that Comrade Shibdas Ghosh,
based on Leninist teachings,
explained the main approach of a
genuine revolutionary party towards
election in a capitalist set up.  He
said that say an election has come
when mounting waves of united
democratic movements are
sweeping across the country. Then
the revolutionary party along with its

Contd. on page 8

desired emancipation from oppression and repression
(Comrade Asit Bhattacharyya, veteran Polit Bureau member, SUCI(C), delivered an inspiring and educative speech in Assamese in Guwahati on 26

April last on the occasion of observance of the 74th Party Foundation Day. The original speech in Assamese and its Bengali translation were published in
instalments in Ganamukti and Ganadabi, our Assamese and Bengali organs respectively. It has been felt necessary to publish its English translation in
Proletarian Era in instalments. The first, second and third instalments were published in the previous two issues i.e., Vol. 56 No. 5 dated 15 October and
Vol. 56 No. 6 dated 1 November 2022 and Vol 56 no7 date 15 November 2022. This is the fourth instalment. Responsibility of translation error and
inadequacy of expression, if any, lies with the Editorial Board of Proletarian Era.)

At the call of the Central Committee, SUCI(C), 25 November 2022
was observed as All India Solidarity with struggling Iranian people
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order of the day. New Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 is slated to put the
final nail to the coffin of education.

Crime against women
Gujarat is cited by the ruling

quarters as one of the safest states
for women to reside and roam
around freely. But numbers question
'Safe Gujarat' tag by the ruling BJP.
As per data released by the
National Records Crime Bureau for
2019, complaints of crimes
committed against women have
been increasing steadily. While
about three molestation cases of
women are taking place every day in
the state, more than one rape
complaint is reported to have been
filed daily. Organizations working for
women say that the cases of crime
against women are much more than
reported. Gujarat reported nearly
four rapes every day in the two
years beginning 1January 2018. In
2019-20, the state reported 2,723
rape cases, of which 41 were
incidents of gang-rape, while 35
involved girls younger than five
years old. A total of 3,796 cases of
rape and 61 offences of gang rape
were registered in Gujarat in the
two years ending on 31 December
2021. As per the report of the
Central Ministry, sexual harassment
at workplaces is maximum in
Gujarat. The state reported an
average of five cases of rape every
day in 2020 and 2021.

Spurt in cyber crime
While the ‘Digital India’ push

has led to a massive surge in online
transactions, cybercrime offence too
are growing exponentially. Gujarat
turned hub of cybercrime during
lockdown. As per data released by
the Cyber Crime Cell of Ahmedabad
Police, over 15,300 complaints
related to financial frauds have been
received from all over Gujarat
between January and July 2020.
Over the past five years,
cybercrime cases in Gujarat have
risen by 235%, reveals data released
by National Crime Records. Bureau
(NCRB). Against one case of cyber
crime every day in 2017, four cases
were registered in 2021.

Rise in Corruption and
wasteful expenditure

Gujarat has the distinction of
ranking third among the states of the
country in the number of corruption
crimes reported. According to NITI
Aayog figures, the number of
corruption crimes in Gujarat is
1,677.34 corruption crimes reported
for every one crore inhabitants. The
state cabinet, it may be re-called,
passed a resolution in November
2018 dissolving Gujarat State Land

Development Corporation (GSLDC)
following large scale corruption and
financial irregularities. ACB
unearthed disproportionate assets
worth Rs 56 crore in 2021. The
accused included 184 government
employees and 103 individuals. In
last December, question paper for
recruitment in government services
had been leaked. Under people’s
pressure, the government had to
take eight accused in custody.

Alongside, wasteful
expenditure is also on the rise. In
order to divert people’s attention and
foment Gujarat chauvinism, a 600
feet tall statue of Sardar Patel was
installed spending as high as Rs
2,989 crores from government
exchequer. The construction of the
statue had affected 75,000 tribals
across 72 villages in Gujarat’s
Narmada district. Former US
President Donald Trump’s three-
hour Gujarat visit cost over Rs 100
crore in 2020 and over-attention to
that programme was one of the
causes which considerably delayed
adoption of preventive measures
against Covid 19. It is pertinent to
mention that as Trump’s motorcade
made its way from the airport in
Ahmedabad to a sprawling cricket
stadium named after PM Modi, the
city’s municipal corporation had built
a four-foot-high wall to hide a
stretch of slums along the route.
During the global summit in January
2017 as well as Japanese Prime
Minister’s visit in September 2017,
the government put up a huge green
cloth to conceal the slums from the
roads. These slums housing
thousands of poor still exist in
Ahmedabad, the capital of ‘vibrant’
Gujarat.

Spurious claim of the PM
In view of what has been

narrated above, the claim of ‘I made
Gujarat’ by the Prime Minister Modi
needs to be under the scanner of
deep scrutiny. Which Gujarat did he
make? The one of 2002 carnage?
The one of Patan PTC rape case?
The one of the scams and scandals
of Asaram? The one of rising crime
rate in the state? The one where
unemployed youths are lathi-charged
mercilessly? The one where the
teachers are converted to daily
wagers? The one where employees
are appointed on a contract basis at
an abysmal low wage and working
conditions? The one where
implementation of almost all
government schemes are
outsourced to private operators? The
one where many deliberately
created loopholes in liquor prohibition
policy have made liquor business a
roaring trade? The one where

rampant horse-trading is encouraged
to stay put in power? The one where
casteism is at the centerstage of
electoral politics and vote bank
creation? The one where sheer
opportunism and lure of pelf and
power is dominating the electoral
arena? The one where the
backbone of the youths is smashed
by incessant proliferation of
obscenity and perversion and they
are made addict to drugs, tobacco,
liquor in large number getting
swamped in aimless desperation?
The one where two religious
communities who were living with
harmony and fraternity are pitted
against one another and anti-minority
hatred raised to such a pitch that
frenzied goons could orchestrate a
large scale pogrom with clear
government backing?

In reality, the once prosperous,
syncretic and peaceful Gujarat has
been turned upside down by the
ruling BJP since they came to
power. There has been continuous
fall of the standard of morals, ethics
and values in the general life and in
political life too. And in avid
pursuance of pro-monopolist
policies, the BJP government, on
much to a greater extent than its
predecessor Congress government,
has been tormenting common toiling
people in every sphere.

Election campaign of ruling
BJP anchored on falsification

So, in the electoral campaign,
the PM, the central Home Minister
and other leaders of the BJP are
cunningly skirting people’s issues
and instead fomenting communalism,
distorting history to project
themselves as champions of
nationalism-patriotism and dishing
out plethora of customary fake
promises to woo the voters. For
example, on 25 November last,
Home Minister Amit Shah in a clear
communal tone, said the perpetrators
of violence were ‘‘taught a lesson’’
in 2002. Though he did not elaborate
on who were ‘‘taught a lesson’’ or
how, it was implied that he targeted
the Muslims. Over 2000 common
Muslim citizens were butchered in
that pogrom. On 16 July last, the
PM  spoke out against attempts
‘‘being made to collect votes through
distributing ‘revadis’ (freebies).’’
But the BJP government of Gujarat
announced plans to provide two
domestic cylinders to around 38 lakh
gas connection holders covered
under Ujjwala Yojana in the state
free of cost. It also announced
reducing Value Added Tax (VAT) on
Piped Natural Gas (PNG) and
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) by
10 per cent. Whtat are these other
than pre-election freebies? On the
other hand, who does not know that
RSS-Hindu Mahasabha, whom the
BJP regard as its political mentors,
staunchly opposed Indian freedom

movement, called it reactionary,
shamelessly collaborated with the
British imperialists and brought forth
the most unhistorical and motivated
concept of religion-based nations
that paved the way for sad division
of the country? Though bearing
legacy of such a treachery to the
cause of the people, the BJP is now
upholding itself as sole custodian of
nationalism-patriotism.

Elect candidates of the
SUCI(C)

As against bourgeois power
politics, securing votes through
polarization along communal-casteist
line and distribution of pre-election
doles and freebies to woo the voters
and bribing the electorates with
money, the SUCI(C), founded,
reared and steered by Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh, an outstanding
Marxist thinker and philosopher of
this era, has been steadfastly
upholding a diametrically opposite
base political line of revolutionism
premised on higher ethics, morality
and culture oriented towards anti-
capitalist socialist revolution.  With
that end in view, the SUCI(C) is
wholeheartedly engaged in
developing class and mass struggles
of the people and make the common
people imbibe the truth that all
maladies, malaises and aberrations
are bred by the decadent moribund
utterly corrupt and immoral
capitalism in whose naked servitude
the BJP as well as the Congress and
other bourgeois parties are
engaged. While others seek to tell
people that election is the only route
people have to install the party of
their choice to power, the SUCI(C)
has been consistently trying to
educate people about the futility of
vote which might change the
government but not bring about the
aspired fundamental change.

When, under compulsion of
staying with the people who are
dragged and involved in election till
the time they are positively
disillusioned about bourgeois
electoral politics, the SUCI(C) takes
part in election, it does so on the
basis of its revolutionary line. It
selects candidates who are tested
and tried soldiers of mass
movements who, if elected, can
voice the demands of extra-
parliamentary movement inside the
legislature. SUCI(C) also tries
utmost to win seats.  But the
essence of its objective is never to
anyhow grab maximum seats but to
educate the people as to how to
fight the election on the basis of a
mass revolutionary line. Accordingly,
in Gujarat, SUCI(C) based on its
organizational strength is contesting
in three seats in the coming election.
Our fervent appeal is to make them
victorious and reflect voice of
people inside the assembly.

Gujarat Election

Skirting people’s issues, BJP leaders are fomenting
casteist-communal-chauvinist sentiment

Contd. from page 4
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rights are snatched away and voice
of dissent meets with punitive
action. During these years and under
this cruel capitalist regime, they
have not only been bled white,
rather they are being pushed nearer
and nearer to virtual extermination.
Leave aside the grave issues like the
immense economic development and
power of the monopoly capital or
capitalists under government
largesse and subservience; the sky-
high corruption abounding all-around,
not to speak of the highly corrupt,
criminalized political arena as well
as an administration developing into
a source of power and pelf, while
people at large stand deprived on
the questions of minimum  security
of life, basic  social support,
minimum conducive social ambience
of democratic values, ethics and
morality.  A dark void stares blank in
the face of common people.
Hapless, helpless, rudderless—the
vast majority of poverty-stricken
people stoop with the drudgery of
life; while parliament and
parliamentary democracy appear as
a haze looming in faraway lands of
the moneyed people, the monopolists
and their cohorts: this is what the
people have earned from this
‘‘proud tradition in the form of
rich and living democracy of the
world’’.

A glance at some figures will
bear out the dismal state of affairs.
India ranked 107 out of 121
countries in the Global Hunger Index
(GHI) 2022 with its child wasting
rate at 19.3 per cent, the highest in
the world. When people in our
country were exposed to the fury of
Covid 19, lakhs of people were
afflicted by the disease and reported
death toll had been around 40 lakhs
in absence of proper healthcare. At
the same time, 12 crore migrant
labourers became jobless overnight,
and as many as 2.7 lakh industries
and 6 to 7 crore small and cottage
industries were shut down over and
above declared closure of 6.8 lakh
industries in the pre-lockdown
period. With more than 80 percent of
workforce in our country employed
in jobs without regular pay or social
benefits, at least 23 crore Indians
people fell below the national
minimum wage poverty line due to
the devastating economic impact of
the pandemic. 83 crore Indians
survive on less than Rs. 20 a day,
more than 7,000 Indians die every
day due to hunger and 28 people
dependent on farming die by suicide
every day here. In glaring contrast

India’s 100 top billionaires saw their
fortunes increase by Rs 12,97,822
crore since March 2021 when the
Covid-19 pandemic hit the country
and this amount is enough to give 14
crore poorest Indians a cheque for
Rs 94,045 each. Mukesh Ambani
and Gautam Adani earned Rs 90
crore and Rs 75 crore respectively
per hour during the pandemic.
Mukesh Ambani’s net wealth today
in rupees is 7,48,499 crores. Gautam
Adani went on making Rs 1,612
crore per day to double wealth in 1
year and become the second richest
man in Asia. His net worth stands at
Rs10.94 lakh crores. While common
Indians are bearing the brunt of
increased indirect tax in the form of
buying items of daily use at
astronomical prices, the corporate
tycoons are being blessed with
plethora of tax benefits in the form
of reduction in rate, surfeit of
concessions, waivers and
condonements.

And finally, in the ‘vibrant
democracy’, as the ruling BJP
leaders often claim India to be,
elections have been reduced to a
farce with money-muscle-media-
administrative powers ruling the
roost. 43% of the members of
parliament have criminal record (of
them 55% belong to the ruling BJP).
Hence today it is practically only
moneyed people who make it to
Parliament, profit-hungry sharks,
heartless  apologists of capital and
capitalists of the country and
abroad, high-browed former
bureaucrats,  mafia ‘dons’, rapists
and murderers even, arch
communalists, people submerged in
utter corruption, shameless flatterers
and such other ‘elites’ of the society.
The list also includes some
individuals with records of  sexual
debauchery and all kinds of
perverse acts often performed using
not only their privilege of being
members of Parliament but even
their  offices which may go as high
as that of a president of a country or
the like. In sharp contrast to the
bygone days, in Parliament men of
letters, men of integrity and
character have become rare, or
even abhor to join the parliamentary
politics today.

There is a drastic reduction in
the number of working sessions of
parliament. Of the possible 107
hours in the two weeks of monsoon
session of 2021, Parliament had
functioned merely for 18 hours,
wasting 89 hours. As of 1 August
2022, Lok Sabha has spent just
under 23 hours working while Rajya

Sabha has managed only 13
hours.There is hardly any
meaningful discussions and
debates over any proposed
legislation or issues. Rather, the
members end their responsibility
by taking potshots at each other.
So, most of the important bills are
passed with little or no debate.
Often, the BJP government
enjoying brute majority take
ordinance route to enact laws.
Yet, the salary, perks and
allowances of the MPs go on
increasing phenomenally. An RTI
query has revealed that in the last
four financial years, a sum of Rs
1,997 crore has been spent from
the exchequer on the salaries and
allowances of the Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha MPs.

Every Lok Sabha MP has
reportedly got an average salary
cum allowance of Rs 71.29 lakh
each year. And for every Rajya
Sabha MP the same was at Rs
44.33 lakh between 2014-15 and
2017-18. The government has
incurred around Rs 1.26 crore on
medical expenses of Rajya Sabha
MPs  in 2020 and the average
expenditure on them is much
higher than the expenditure being
incurred on public health when

PM and G-20

Exacerbation of communalism-casteism marks
‘‘Oneness of all creatures’’ and

‘‘Universal brotherhood’’ of PM in India
Contd. from page 3

measured on the per capita scale.
Salaries and emoluments of elected
political representatives constitute an
important part of the expenditure of the
national exchequer. When people are
starving, having no source of income to
eke out a bare living, the MPs and also
MLAs are enjoying fabulous financial
benefits depleting the public exchequer.
In the charter of parliamentary
democracy, it is enshrined that
sovereignty of parliament is contingent
upon sovereignty of the people. But
does the spectacle presented above
come anywhere near to what was
envisaged by the founders of the
parliamentary system?

How much ‘amrit’
in ‘amritvani’?

It is not at all difficult to
understand that beneath this flurry of
words on the occasion of G-20 meet,
concealed cleverly have been bitter
truths including the fact that what is in
vogue in India is a caricature of
parliamentary democracy. Equality is
absent, liberty is chained, and fraternity
butchered. Whether the PM’s ‘‘the
seven musical notes have come
together to create perfect harmony’’ or
they are so disharmoniously mixed as
to generate cacophony need to be
judged on the anvil of the reality of
people’s life.

Spectacular victory of AIDSO
in Uttarakhand

In the recent Students’ Union
election in Hemwati Nandan
Bahuguna Garhwal Central
University, AIDSO won both the
seats it contested. Comrade Ranjana
won the post of Joint Secretary by
defeating her nearest ABVP
contestant by a margin of 2050 votes

and Comrade Monika Chauhan won
the post of Girls’ Representative
uncontested.

While representatives of other
student groups widely used money
and muscle power to win few seats in
the elections and were completely
silent on the real issues of students in

the campuses
and education,
AIDSO fought
this election on
several just
demands of the
students.

T h e
winning AIDSO
candidates were
also felicitated
by eminent
citizens.

AIUTUC organized an impressive rally at Hindupuram in AP on  11 November 2022 in
demand of immediate payment of pending salaries to sanitation workers in Grama

panchayat and Swachha Bharath mission. After the rally a general body meeting was
held where a new powerful Sai district committee of AIUTUC was formed.
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allied forces would participate in the
election unitedly, with a minimum
common programme highlighting
leftism. If a few of their nominees
go to the legislature, then the elected
representatives of the leftists would
raise the demands of the people on
the floor of parliament and assembly
as well as reverberate the house
with the voice of extra-
parliamentary movements to exert
pressure on the government. Thus if
it is possible to win a few seats, then
movements both within and outside
the legislature, both the
parliamentary and extra-
parliamentary movements can be
undertaken simultaneously along
leftist line.  This is the correct
strategy of a revolutionary party for
taking part in elections till the people
are ready to boycott elections in an
organized manner, not negatively but
positively and the hour of seizure of
power would be arrived at.

World proletarian revolution alone can bring
about desired emancipation

from oppression and repression

Contd. from page 5

Massive rally
of workers,
under the
banner of the
AIUTUC,
organized  in
Kolkata on
14 November
2022  in
support of
their pressing
demands.
Memorandums
were also

SUCI (C),
Maharashtra unit,
organized a
bookstall in Pune
on the occasion of
November
Revolution
anniversary.
Growing interest
in the state is
noticed to be
acquainted with

submitted to the Governor and the State Labour Minister

At the call of All
India Jan Adhikar
Suraksha Committee
[Committee for the
Protection of the
Rights of the People],
first West Bengal
State Conference of

the ruthlessly exploited poor tribal people, forest-dwellers over generations and other sections of
backward underprivileged people and exploited people, was held on 6 November 2022 at the historic
Indian Association Hall, Kolkata. The conference, among other issues, strongly demanded ‘no
eviction’ of tribal people and forest dwellers from their natural habitations and decided to intensify
legitimate movements of all sections of backward people. Committee also announced elaborate
preparations for holding the upcoming all India Conference to be held in Purulia from 3 to 5
February 2023. (inset) Comrade Swapan Ghosh, advisor of the  Committee, addressing.

Kerala State conference of All India Powermen’s
Federation (AIPF), an affiliate of AIUTUC, was

held on 6 November 2022 at Adhyapaka Bhavan,
Ernakulam. 150 delegates belonging to the
AIPF-affiliated KSEB Workers’ Union, and
KSEB-PCC Line Workers’ Union (a contract

workers’ union) participated in the conference.

Comrade Shibdas Ghosh has
further enriched Lenin’s

guideline on election
It is essential to create

pressure on the government
relentlessly through movements.
While continuous movements on
people’s just demands are to be
carried on outside the legislature,
effective role of opposition is to be
discharged inside the house. This
dual strategy is to be continued.
The essence of playing such role of
revolutionary opposition inside the
legislature is to expose the putrid,
rotten capitalist system and free
people from parliamentary illusion.
What is going on inside the
assemblies and parliament is
extremely damaging. The bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois parties with
their show of opposition are
confusing people. Their sole
purpose is to feign opposition for the
sake of vote. In reality, they are not
and can never be the real
opposition. It is because such

Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Thought.

parties are in servitude of the
capitalist class. Their opposition is
only at surface level and hence is
of no use. Regrettably, the CPI
(M) and its allies, under the garb
of communism-leftism, are also
doing the same thing. Bourgeois
parties, whether in power or in
opposition, are always holding brief
in favour of parliamentarism,
election and bourgeois democracy.
Parties in power or the bourgeois
parties from the opposition—their
approach is to always sing praises
for parliament, the assembly,
election, parliamentary democracy,
etc. Under that cover, they seek to
confuse people, forestall surge of
revolutionary movement and work
for keeping the capitalist system
intact as long as possible.

While pointing out such
heinous conspiracy of the capitalist
class, great Lenin taught that so
long as the capitalist state system
exists, so long as capitalism is not
overthrown from state power by
revolution in the process of
intensifying class struggle
following developing powerful
militant democratic movement, the
task incumbent on a revolutionary
party is to simultaneously conduct
both parliamentary and extra-
parliamentary movements as
conducive to each other. The
essence of his teaching is that in
every  capitalist country, the roots
of all oppression and repression is
the exploitative rule of the ruling
bourgeoisie. In such countries, the

prevailing electoral system and
bringing about a change of
government through vote cannot
free the working class from the
shackles of oppressive bourgeois
rule. The working class and other
sections of the oppressed masses
need to imbibe this truth in depth.
This task is incumbent on the
revolutionary party.

If through election, the
revolutionary party gets a chance to
send one or more of its
representatives to parliament or
assembly, the responsibility of those
elected representatives would be to
highlight in the house every burning
problem irrespective of magnitude
inside the House with a view to
exposing before people the
monstrous exploitative character of
the capitalist system.

At the same time, by bringing
to the fore how the ministers,
bureaucracy subservient to the ruling
capitalists are bringing down
inhuman torture and repression on
the people, they need to remove
parliamentary illusion from their
mind. It needs mention that in order
to perform this task successfully, it is
imperative to make sincere efforts
to either initiate or participate in the
debates or discussions over people’s
issues and show how the bourgeois
rulers in this era of decadent
capitalism want to perpetuate their
autocratic rule by depriving the
opposition of their rights to express
opinion.

(To be Contd.)
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