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Riding on Supreme Court order diluting
Forest Reservation Act

Heinous Conspiracy
Launched by the Vested
Interest to Forcibly Evict
Poor Forest-Dwellers
from Home and Hearth
5 May, 1818 - 14 March, 1883

“At a certain stage of their
development,
the
material
productive forces of society come
in conflict with the existing
relations of production, or—what
is but a legal expression for the
same thing—with the property
relations within which they have
been at work hitherto. From
forms of development of the
productive forces these relations
turn into their fetters. Then begins
an epoch of social revolution.”
(Preface of A Contribution
to the Critique of Political
Economy)

21 December, 1879 - 5 March, 1953

“…the proletarian party must
regard itself not as an appendage
of the parliamentary elected
machinery as the social democratic
party, in fact, does and not as a
gratuitous supplement of the trade
unions… but as the highest form
of class association of the
proletariat the function of which is
to lead all the other forms of
proletarian organizations from
trade unions to Party’s group in
parliament.”
(The Prospects of the Communist
Party of Germany and the
Question of Bolshevization)

Whose country is this? For
whom the entire state machinery is
working? The common downtrodden
poverty-stricken
tormented
traumatized countrymen or a handful
of super-rich monopolists, corporate
tycoons and their servitors? No, we
do not have to conduct research or
scholastic exercise for that. Facts
speak and speak out loudly. One
such revealing fact has been the
Supreme Court verdict delivered on
13 February last over a petition filed
by a group of wildlife NGOs, that
has spelled doom for nearly 20 lakhs
of appallingly poor and extremely
backward tribal and other sections
of forest-dwelling households in 16
states. The petitioners questioned
the constitutional validity of the

Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006
which was passed under pressure of
surging people’s movement and
asked the government to hand back
traditional forestlands to the tribals
and other forest-dwellers by way of
giving patta (tenurial rights). The
petitioners had demanded that all
those whose claims over traditional
forestlands are rejected under the
law because of non-production of
valid ownership document for being
entitled to lease holding should be
evicted by state governments. They
further held that these abjectly poor
forest-dwellers are responsible for
reckless deforestation and disturbing
ecological balance. Hence, they
need to be dispossessed of their right
Contd. on page 3

Comrade CK Lukose Memorial Meeting in Kolkata
They braved the inclement
weather- several thousands of
cadres, supporters, sympathizers and
leaders from near and far corners of
Bengal and also from some states of
India who stood in a great crescent
high atop the steps in front of the
huge auditorium of Sarat Sadan,
Howrah, West Bengal on 25
February afternoon. All the
comrades were in deep mourning,
wearing black badge on their heart
remembering Comrade C K Lukose,
Member, Polit Bureau and former
Kerala State Secretary of SUCI(C)
who passed away at an age of 71 in
Thiruvananthapuram on 13 February
last after prolonged illness.
The memorial meeting was
organized by the Central Committee
of our Party. First floral tribute was
Contd. on page 2
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Comrade C K Lukose Memorial Meeting in Kolkata
Contd. from page 1

paid to the departed leader on behalf
of various Party bodies and class
and mass organizations of the state
outside the main entrance to the
auditorium main hall where his
portrait bordered with white flowers
and bedecked in a column was set
outside.
Thereafter,
the
comrades
streamed inside the auditorium and
in little time the seats were full.
Inside the dais on the left was
another photograph of the departed
leader endowed with flowers.
The memorial meeting then
started with rendering of the song
composed on Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, founder, leader, teacher and
guide of the Party. Then Comrade K
Radhakrishna, Polit Bureau member
and President of the meeting read
out the homage to the departed
leader. Then Comrade Provash
Ghosh, General Secretary of the

Party, Comrade Mubinul Haider
Chowdhury- General Secretary,
BASAD (Marxist), other Polit
Bureau and Central Committee
members, garlanded the portrait of
Comrade Lukose. Floral tribute was
also paid by Comrades Rabin
Samajpati, Pratap Samal, B S
Amarnath and C H Murahari, the
State Secretaries of Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu respectively and
Comrade Bishnu Das on behalf of
Odisha State Committee.
Thereafter,
Comrade
V
Venugopal, Central Committee
member and present Kerala State
Secretary, delivered a touching
speech in memory of Comrade
Lukose. He showed how Comrade
Lukose through a course of arduous
all-embracing life struggle based on
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Thought
emerged as a model revolutionary
character,
established
Party

organization in Kerala where the
party was unknown even in 1960s
and developed a number of Party
leaders and cadres capable of
shouldering
revolutionary
responsibilities.
After Comrade Venugopal,
Comrade Radhakrishna in his
presidential address reminisced his
close association with Comrade
Lukose for decades and how
Comrade Lukose conducted the
Kerala State organization, oversaw
functioning of Tamil Nadu State
organization on behalf of the
Central Committee and discharged
his responsibility as a national-level
leader of the Party till his last

breadth defying his serious ailment
that robbed his ability to move and
even speak. Finally, Comrade
Provash Ghosh paying glowing
tribute to the departed leader dwelt
on length how Comrade Lukose as
an ardent student of Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh achieved such a
high standard of a genuine
revolutionary character and firmly
established the Party in not only
Kerala but in other parts of South
India as well. Full speeches of
Comrades Venugopal, Radhakrishna
and Provash Ghosh will be
published.
The meeting ended with
rendition of the Internationale.

Comrade V Venugopal addressing the Memorial Meeting at Howrah

Memorial meeting of departed Polit Bureau member Comrade C K Lukose in
Thiruvananthapuram on 17 February. The main speaker was Comrade K
Radhakrishna, Polit Bureau member. Also present were Comrade V Venugopal,
Central Committee member and Kerala State Secretary, Comrade K Sridhar,
Central Committee member and other state level leaders.

Comrades who could not be accommodated inside the hall, are listening the
speeches outside the hall in Howrah

Comrade Provasah Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI (C) addressing with General Secretary, BASAD(Marxist) and Polit Bureau and
Central Committee members of SUCI (C) seated on the dais
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Dilution of Forest Reservation Act

Government connived in eliciting a favourable and virtually
ex parte Court ruling in favour of eviction of poor forest-dwellers
Contd. from page 1

on the dwelling forest land and
forest resources. The Apex Court
upheld the prayer of the petitioners
and has given the state governments
time till 27 July 2019 to evict the
non-compliant tribals and forestdwellers. It is also reported that the
giant monopoly houses, mining
corporates
and
real
estate
developers are ebullient over the
development because this verdict
would allow them to further grab
more vast forest land from the
forest-dwellers and use it for
commercial purpose. In other words,
they would make fortunes in
exchange for utter ruination of the
multitudes of extremely destitute
populace. Most significantly, the
BJP-led central government who is
boastfully claiming in media glare
that it is taking up special initiative to
highlight the contribution of tribal
heroes in nation building and setting
up museums of tribal heroes and
their heritage, chose not to contest
the petition. The government lawyer
was conspicuously absent during the
hearing. This bears clear evidence
that government has connived in
eliciting a favourable and virtually ex
parte ruling in favour of such a
heinous solicitation that would drive
out semi-clad semi-fed illiterate
Indian citizens from their ancestral
home and hearth and pave way for
their eventual death as street
animals, uncared and unnoticed. In
other words, lives of these penurious
forest-dwellers do not matter for the
government which is committed to
feed the super accumulation that the
handful of country’s super-rich
corporate giants, mining barons and
real estate developers pride
themselves on.

Sub-human living of the forestdwelling
The inhuman suffering and
tortuous life situation of the forestdwelling
tribals
and
other
communities can be seen from a
few examples. A child drank
insecticide to quell hunger in a forest
tribal area of Ratlam district in
northwest Madhya Pradesh on 31
December last.
This was no
isolated an incident but symptomatic
of a systematic pattern, which tells
us loudly and clearly, that in India
today Adivasi lives don’t matter. The
child had reportedly asked for grains
from the local ration shop several
times but had been turned away.
Little else is known or has been
reported about
the incident

thereafter. Unable to manage a
meal of boiled rice and salt even
once a day, these hapless people,
more often than not, satisfy their
hunger with wild potatoes, mohul
and sal seeds, forest-grown
jackfruits, wild grass, tree roots and
barks, rats, snakes, ants and what
not. So malnutrition and fatal
diseases take a stranglehold on their
life. In absence of drinking water,
they are compelled to consume dirty
water to contract water-borne
diseases like jaundice and hepatitis.
There is no healthcare available
either. Nearest health-centre, where
seldom any physician or health staff
is seen, is situated at least 30 kms
away that ailing starving people can
hardly walk down. The diminished
power of immunity against diseases
gets transmitted in the offsprings
rendering the entire tribe crippled
from birth.
And their toil for bare
subsistence is unthinkable. They
cover distances of 10 to 15 kms to
fetch a pot of water or gather dry
wood or tree branches. Women
irrespective of age carry 15 to 20 kg
load of fire-woods on their heads
and then walk one or two hours
through dense forest and often
zigzag hilly terrains to reach their
hutments. Most of the areas they
dwell on are barren lands. So,
wherever they find a small plain
stretch on the hills, they clear the
weeds and 10 to 12 feet long wild
plants and shrubs and undertake
cultivation of maze and certain
vegetables like beans and legumes
with hard sustained labour. But once
such cultivation and crop cutting is
over, they are prevented from
entering into that area for three
years.
While the government
announces preparation to observe 75
years of independence with pomp
and grandeur and takes pride in
making the country 5th largest
economy of the world, these
appallingly poor forest-dwelling
tribals and other sections who are
estimated to be 250 million in
number are still languishing in such
a harrowing life condition.
At the national level, it has
been estimated that 44.7% of
India’s Adivasi population lives
below the poverty line, and while
constituting only 8% of India’s total
population, they make up as much
as 25% of the poorest decile of
this population.
They do not
feature in the daily news but make
headlines when some investigative
journalism reveals heart-rending

starvation deaths in places like
Amlasole in West Midnapur district
of West Bengal, Sarguja in Madhya
Pradesh or in Talajhiri gram
panchayat under Kashipur block of
Kalahandi district of Odisha,
Mokhada tehsil of Palghar district
of Maharashtra or Guddayoor
village, Agali panchayat, in Kerala’s
Palakkad district. Also they make
news when there is large-scale
eviction as a result of mining
projects or dam building. A case in
point is the infamous Narmada
eviction. On 12 December 1979, in
spite of widespread protests, the
Indian government decided to raise
the height of the Sardar Sarovar
dam on the Narmada river – and
to construct 30 major, 135 medium,
and 3000 small dams. To achieve
this, 200,000 people were displaced,
of whom a majority were Adivasis,
without any proper rehabilitation.
Abject neglect of the need of
proper resettlement of these
displaced Adivasis turn them into
migrant labourers or force them to
take up precarious work in cities in
order to somehow eke out a bare
living. Now, there is a sinister move
on the part of vested interest to
slay these already slain tribal and
other sections of forest dwellers
riding on a Supreme Court verdict
and
branding
them
as
“encroachers” and “culprits of
disturbing bio-diversity”

Backdrop of the latest
development
To acquaint everyone of the
background of this development, a
few facts need to be stated in
sequence. Since time immemorial,
the tribal communities of India have
had an integral and close knit
relationship with the forests and
have been dependent on the forests
for livelihoods and existence. The
relationship was mutually beneficial
and not one sided. In-depth studies
have shown that forests have not
just been dwelling places of the poor
tribals and other backward people.
These impoverished marginalized
millions living in the remote and
often inaccessible villages in deep
forest, have also been conserving
the forests because of their high
dependence on forest resources.
Thus, they have been integral to
forest ecosystem. Never was it
found that tribals and other poor
forest-dwellers were destroying
forests. Even during British rule,
destruction of forest land was not
heard of. It were the ruling

bourgeois governments, corporate
houses and their contractors in the
post-independence period who
undertook large scale deforestation
systematically for long. But, their
rightful claim on their ancestral
land has been denied by the ruling
authorities under this or that pretext.
and in the absence of legal
ownership of the land, the British
rulers had promulgated Indian
Forest Act, 1927 which empowered
them to declare any area to be a
reserved forest, protected forest
or village forest. In other words, by
this Act, the imperialist government
arrogated to itself a legal right to
evict the poor forest-dwellers
anytime and anywhere.
The rights of forest-dwellers,
appropriated by former colonial
rulers, were further denied in postindependence forest policy, which
labelled both tribals and non-tribals
as ‘encroachers’ and subjected them
to violent evictions. This 1927 Act
was continued by the Congress-led
Indian bourgeois government even
after independence so that seizure
of forest lands from the Adivasi
populace poses no problem. Not
only that. In 1972, the Government
of India promulgated another Act
termed Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 which allowed it to constitute
any area as a “protected area”,
namely a national park, wildlife
sanctuary,
tiger
reserve
or
community conservation area. This
too became a legal tool in the hands
of the government to acquire any
forest land denying legitimate land
ownership right to the dwelling poor.
Under both these laws, the rights of
people living in or depending on the
area to be declared as a forest or
protected area were to be “settled”
by a “forest settlement officer.” The
officer was supposed to enquire into
the claims of forest-dwelling people
to land, minor forest produce, etc. In
case any claim was found ‘valid’ as
per his certification, the claimant
would not be liable to be evicted.
And who does not know that the
utterly corrupt and highly centralized
administration in capitalist India
hardly works in the interest of the
poor and have-nots and if necessary,
could merrily give law the slip and
ensure compliance with what the
masters, the capitalist rulers, desire
or mandate.
So, the forest-dwelling poor
people were fleeced and duped at
will. Obviously, this caused mounting
discontent among the tribals and
Contd. on page 4
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Dilution of Forest Reservation Act

Not poor tribals and other forest -dwellers but the governments and
corporate tycoons caused reckless destruction of forest lands
Contd. from page 3

other forest-dwelling populations and
a countrywide protest agitation
surged forth against such an
injustice being allowed to continue
for years. Prior to the FRA, some
piecemeal measures were taken by
state and Central governments to
pacify uprisings of the forestdwellers and supporting mass
movements. But that could not sooth
the frayed temper of the suffering
forest-dwellers.
In
2002-2004
triggered by another Supreme Court
order there was country-wide
eviction of around 300,000
households which led to many cases
of violence, deaths and protests in
the central Indian tribal forested
areas.

Promulgation of Forest Rights
Act 2006
Rattled by that and fearing
escalations
of
such
protest
movements,
the
Congress-led
government was compelled to pass
Forest Rights Act (FRA) in 2006
stating that this new enactment
would “recognise and vest the forest
rights and occupation in forest land
in forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes
and other traditional forest dwellers
who have been residing in such
forests for generations but whose
rights could not be recorded.” It was
also clearly stated in the FRA that
whoever was dwelling on whichever
forest land on the day of enactment
of FRA (i.e. 29 December 2006)
would be deemed to be the owner
of that land. The rights proposed to
be accorded to Adivasis include
pattas (Tenurial Rights) to forest
lands and access rights to forest
dwellers. But on a close
examination, the Act seemed to be
more of a conservation manifesto
with a host of mandates imposed on
the forest-dwellers like land rights
were subject to undertaking of
responsibilities for forest protection,
conservation of forests and wildlife,
protection of catchment areas,
water sources, and ecologically
sensitive areas. Hunting was
explicitly excluded from the list of
forest rights. Cunningly, in the name
of recognizing a pivotal role of the
Gram Sabhas (village bodies) in
ensuring the rights of the forest
dwellers, decision making, planning
and management for Joint Forest
Management, the actual power
rested with the governmentadministration and ruling party
satraps who control and steer the
Gram Sabhas to cater to the class

interest of the ruling bourgeoisie. A
glaring example is the fact that most
of the forest-dwellers were not
informed that their tenurial right to
land was subject to producing
prescribed
documents
within
stipulated time. Even corruption
cases are also reported. A tahsildar
of Ramanathapuram district of Tamil
Nadu was found guilty last year for
transferring the ownership of 4,000
acres of land, including vast tracts of
panchami land, to the Adani group,
which has installed a solar power
plant there near Kamudhi near
Ramanathapuram.

BJP-government connived in
legalizing forcible eviction
During the Congress rule in the
post-FRA period, this process of
giving tenurial right to land hardly
took off. On the other hand,
progressive assertion of the
capitalist state over the forests and
turning them into ‘reserve’ areas has
been threatening the existence of
the tribal and other forest-dwelling
have-nots and resulted in their large
scale eviction. Once the BJP
government came to power, it made
the whole implementation process
more complicated and hazardous by
prescribing inexplicable stringency
over the kind of documents needed
for establishing the right of
ownership over the land. For
obvious
reasons,
illiterate
impoverished helpless tribals and
other forest-dwellers could hardly
produce or manage to secure such
documents
from
appropriate
authorities
with
proofs
of
authenticity. Numerous official and
independent reports have confirmed
that huge numbers of claims have
been wrongly rejected and that
forest officials, in particular, have a
track record of illegally preventing
people’s
rights
from
being
recognized. In several states there
have been reports on administrations
going particularly slow on even
accepting community-level claims.
In several cases, the claims have
been rejected based on flawed
methodologies in violation of FRA
rules. For example, in Gujarat,
claims were rejected only based on
satellite maps and not on ground
surveys. While oral histories and
testimonials from village elders are
legally acceptable forms of
evidence, the bureaucratic takeover
of the claim process has resulted in
this provision being largely ignored.
Field research in Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Odisha

has
shown
how
disparate
verification criteria, confusing
nomenclature,
intra-society
dynamics,
misinformation
propagated by opponents, lack of
awareness and mobilisation amongst
communities, no targeted support by
civil society and the apathy of
implementing agencies have done a
serious disservice to non-tribal
forest-dwellers, It was expected
that the task of recording ownership
against reasonable and practicable
verification would be vested with
the administrative machinery. But in
practice, the onus of proving bona
fide ownership of land was squarely
passed on the poor tribals and the
forest-dwellers.
Both state and
central governments have repeatedly
recognised this – but the Central
government chose not to inform the
Supreme Court of this basic fact. In
absence of this all-important
information and any pleading from
the government side, the Supreme
Court pronounced in its ruling that
the state governments would
“ensure that where the rejection
orders have been passed, eviction
will be carried out on or before the
next date of hearing i.e. 27 July
2019. As per media report, the total
number of rejected claims from 16
states adds up to 1,127,446 tribal
and
other
forest-dwelling
households. Several other states that
have not provided details to the
Court have been asked to do so.
Once they follow suit these numbers
are likely to swell even beyond 20
lakhs. Further, as per FRA,
claimants can lodge an appeal if their
claim has been rejected. But,
according to a Supreme Court
lawyer, “if a claim is appealed, under
the state government’s books, it
shows as rejected,” Now the
Supreme Court verdict said that the
eviction would be applicable to
cases ‘in which orders have attained
finality’. It remains unclear what
that means because, “under the
Act,” opines a Supreme Court
lawyer, “there is no provision for
evicting tribals and forest dwellers.
So it remains to be seen how these
orders will be implemented.”
Moreover, the eligible forestdwellers under this Act include
individuals and communities of both
Scheduled Tribes (STs) as well as
non-tribals, knows as Other
Traditional
Forest
Dwellers
(OTFDs).
Both are equally
wretched and distressed. But there
is a discrimination in so far as
eligibility to land right is concerned.

The STs need to prove that they
have ‘primarily resided in the forest
or forest land prior to 13-12-2005’.
But, OTFDs must prove having
‘primarily resided in forests or on
forest lands for three generations
(75 years) prior to 13-12-2005’
which dates back to a period when
most of these areas were under
princely states or zamindars, with
no survey or land demarcation, and
no government records. Thus, most
of these equally deserving OTFD
communities are unable to produce
documentary evidence to support
their claims. So ambiguities,
discriminations and confusions are
galore. Moreover, there are
allegations that as against 5 kathas
(32 kathas make one acre) of land
cultivated by one tribal person,
tenurial right is granted for only 2
kathas. Thus, in a total travesty of
justice, the original forest-dwelling
communities, with the smallest
ecological footprint, face being
ousted from their homelands in the
name of saving the environment.
While these people have been
protecting many plant species such
as roots and tubers as a food source,
the
self-styled
conservationist
groups and wild-life protectors who
are clearly acting as the field agents
of the vested interest are accusing
them of creating fragmentation and
posing a huge threat to biodiversity.
What could be more ridiculous than
this!
Rightly
observes
one
spokesperson
of
the
global
movement for tribal peoples : “This
(Supreme Court) judgment is a
death sentence for millions of tribal
people in India, land theft on an epic
scale, and a monumental injustice.”

Why this attack on tribal rights
But why this calculated move to
evict the tribal people from their
ancestral forest land? Why is it that
the central and state governments
are showing such criminal apathy
when the lives and livelihood of
around 20 lakh tribals and other poor
forest dwellers are put at stake?
There is no mystery in it. Rather this
is what these governments as most
trusted representatives of the ruling
capitalist class are carrying out with
élan for last seven decades albeit
creating
a
smokescreen
of
development. All the policies,
practices
and
measures
are
carefully chalked out to faithfully
serve bourgeois class interest which
is diametrically opposed to the
interest of the oppressed people the
Contd. on page 5
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Planned attack on life and livelihood of the wretched
forest-dwellers cannot be allowed to go unabated
Contd. from page 4

tribals and other forest dwellers
included. So with every passing day,
while it is a sunshine for profitgreedy industrial houses, corporate
behemoths, crooked businessmen
and their lackeys, exacerbates the
gloom
and
pitch
darkness
enshrouding the common toiling
millions. This is the real face of
decadent, moribund, rotten, utterly
corrupt,
crude,
cruel
and
outrageously inhuman capitalism
camouflaged behind a façade of
parliamentary democracy. To get
the vast forest lands at their
disposal, the monopoly houses,
having an eye on expanding mining,
tourism and realty businesses,
needed to break all legal barriers
and scrap whatever little protective
regulations are still in existence. The
FRA, as mentioned above, stipulated
that in forest areas no commercial
venture could be undertaken without
the consent of the Gram Sabha.
This particular clause stood against
the attempt to grab tribal land in
Niamgiri hills in Odisha by the
notorious Vedanta group accused of
recklessly violating environmental
and other ecology protection laws in
Tuticorin of Tamil Nadu and other
areas. So, both the government and
such culprit industrial tycoons sought
to circumvent legal barriers in a
different way. They formed a 91member Gram Sabha in Anarula in
the southern corner of the heavily
forested state of Chhattisgarh
without a single local member so that
‘official’ consent could be obtained
without any hassle. In the process
was facilitated diversion of the
forestland, to Raipur-based Aarti

Sponge and Power Ltd, “diverted”
for mining. Several thousand acres
of multi-crop fertile land belonging to
the local Adivasi population were
grabbed in the Godda district of
Jharkhand by the Adani group,
known to all to be extremely close
to the Prime Minister. Both proof of
entitlement and police protection
against surging protest from the
inhabitant tribals were provided to
the group by the Jharkhand
government. And the hapless locals
found the young paddy stocks
labouriously sown weeks ago on
their cultivable land, the only source
of their livelihood, being bulldozed by
the “Adani ke log (Adani’s people)”.
Such examples are not short in
number. Big Industrial houses with
the governments in tow have been
dodging law nationwide to take over
forest land without consent of the
tribal communities. These cases are
spread across Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh and Karnataka. In many
places, the land-grabbers could
simply kick the local forest-dwellers
out of their home and hearth
because they had no document that
could establish their land rights. And
now the present Supreme Court
ruling would ‘legalize’ such eviction
and the forest as well as few
cultivable lands belonging to the
backward tribals and other sections
of people would practically be
handed over to the industrial houses
and mining mafias on a silver platter.
Even without formal acquisition,
vested forest lands are clandestinely
handed over to the industrial groups
and mining giants through backdoor.

Strangely, while the poor forestdwellers have been accused of
deforestation
and
impairing
ecological balance, the industrialists
who are destroying forest land, the
real estate developers who are
razing hillocks into rabbles, the
governments who are felling trees
after tress for widening roads or
even for constructing temporary
helipads for the ministers and
leaders of the ruling bourgeois
parties, escape scot-free. Already
over 5 lakh acres of forest land have
reportedly been destroyed in last
two decades for mining and dam
construction. This is the cruel face
of class-divided capitalist society in
which gross injustice, crass
inhumanness, ruthless oppression,
glaring deprivation and surfeit of
deceptions rule the roost.

Suffering forest-dwellers must
unite with people to rise in
protest but along right track

Surely, such planned attack on
the life and livelihood of the
abysmally wretched tribal and other
sections of forest-dwellers cannot
go unabated. There must a
concerted organized countrywide
protest. Both the affected forestdwellers as well as other sections of
toiling masses who are equally
pressed under the grinding wheel of
capitalist exploitation must unite,
share common cause and spearhead
a powerful protest movement which
gradually needs to be elevated to an
undaunted resistance movement.
But certain important aspects need
to be kept in mind. Spontaneous
outbursts against such acts of
injustice and impropriety are quite
natural.
But
such
outbursts would subside
very soon unless they
are transformed into a
well-knit
sustained
organized
movement
under correct revolutionary
leadership.
Moreover, the votebased bourgeois parties
for whom pelf and
power of parliamentarism is the sole
objective of political
existence, often try to
exploit the accumulated
grievances and wrath of
the
deprived
and
On 19 February 2019, People’s March to Parliament was organised by Joint Forum for
Movement on Education (JFME) in Delhi against various anti-education moves of the
persecuted
forestgovernment. Thousands of students, teachers, karmcharis and members of civil society joined
dwellers including tribals
the march from Mandi House to Parliament Street in New Delhi. The rally was addressed,
by feigning solidarity
among others, by Comrades Pran Sharma, Delhi State Secretary, SUCI(C), Ashok Misra, General
with their cause and
Secretary, AIDSO and Prof. Narendra Sharma, President, AISEC, Delhi Chapter.
even making a show of

movement. Illiterate and politically
unconscious forest-dwellers often
fall in the trap of these votemerchants, rally behind them and
extend electoral support to them
only to find their own legitimate
movement aborted midway, their
cause backstabbed and seats of
power occupied by the leaders of
such parliamentarian parties. Time
has come when like all sections of
the oppressed millions, the tribals
and other backward sections of
people ought to understand that
realization of their just demands,
preservation of their self-esteem,
guarantee to their right to live and
live with honour can not come by
through the route of vote or
parliamentarism.
In
fact,
parliamentary vote politics has
duped and would continue to dupe
them unless and until they acquire
necessary political consciousness to
identify the vile bourgeois design
working behind. Similarly, indulging
in ultra-adventurism or so called
armed struggle without necessary
preparedness would also prove to be
a fiasco since it too, as great Lenin
said, is nothing but an infantile
disorder. Great Mao Zedong
categorically pointed out that “Some
comrades,
disregarding
the
subjective and objective conditions,
suffered from the malady of
revolutionary impetuosity. They will
not take pains to do minute and
detailed work among the masses,
but riddled with the illusions, want
only to do big things. This is remnant
of Putschism (i.e., relying on a small
section of masses and attempting to
series of local uprisings). [SW. Vol.
II, p-107] Indulgence in mindless
violence, individual killing or aimless
terrorist acts do not complement
revolutionary struggle for social
progress, rather jeopardize it and
strengthen the hands of ruling
capitalism. The only course the
suffering forest-dwellers need to
adopt is to develop in right earnest a
united movement in solidarity with
the just struggles of other
sections of the oppressed masses
against this heinous conspiracy to
displace them from their ancestral
home and land and ensure
conduction of their movement along
right track and under correct
revolutionary leadership. We also
call upon the workers, peasants and
right-thinking people at large to
firmly stand by the forest-dwelling
poor and join them in their just
struggle for saving their life and
livelihood.
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Central Committee's Call to observe
Death Anniversaries of Great Marx and Stalin
in a befitting manner on 14 and 5 March respectively
Central Committee of the SUCI(C) has called
upon all State units of the Party to observe 136th
death anniversary of great Marx and 66th death
anniversary of great Stalin, worthy continuer of
Marx, Engels and Lenin, 14 March and 5 March
respectively in a befitting manner. On those days,
the various State Committees have been advised
to observe the following programmes:
1. Hoisting of red flag and Garlanding of the
portrait of Marx and Stalin in all Party offices
and important public places in as many
locations as possible along with the singing of
the Internationale.
2. Wearing of Marx and Stalin badges by all
comrades.
3. Organizing Quotation exhibitions of Marx and
Stalin in as many places in the states as
possible.
4. Sale of the following books—
i) Marxism and Development of Human
Society: Comrade Shibdas Ghosh
ii) Some Aspects of Marxism and Dialectical
Materialism: Comrade Shibdas Ghosh
iii) In Memory of Great Karl Marx: Comrade
Provash Ghosh
iv) ‘On the steps taken by the CPSU against
Stalin- An open letter to Comrade
Khrushchev and other comrades abroad’:
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh
v) ‘Great Stalin and a reply to the anticommunist smear campaign’: Comrade
Provash Ghosh

The important quotations suggested for
quotation exhibitions are given below:
A.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
1.

2.
3.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Marx:
“The ideas of the ruling class are in every
epoch the ruling ideas, i.e. the class which is
the ruling material force of society, is at the
same time its ruling intellectual force.”
“The philosophers have only interpreted the
world, in various ways; the point is to
change it.”
“That the struggle for the emancipation of
the working classes means not a struggle for
class privileges and monopolies, but for equal
rights and duties, and the abolition of all
class rule.”
“...Communism is humanism mediated with
itself through the supersession of private
property.” –
“What I did that was new was to prove:
That the existence of classes is only bound up
with the particular, historical phases in the
development of production,
That the class struggle necessarily leads to the
dictatorship of the proletariat,
That this dictatorship itself only constitutes the
transition to the abolition of all classes and
to a classless society.”
“Religious suffering is, at one and the same
time, the expression of real suffering and a
protest against real suffering. Religion is the
sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of

14.

15.

16.

17.

B.
1.

a heartless world, and the soul of soulless
conditions. It is the opium of the people.”
My dialectic method is not only different
from the Hegelian, but is its direct opposite.
“To Hegel... the process of thinking, which,
under the name of “the Idea,” he even
transforms into an independent subject, is
the demiurgeous (the creator) of the real
world, …… with me, on the contrary, the
ideal is nothing else than the material world
reflected by the human mind, and translated
into forms of thought.”
“The real unity of the world consists in its
materialist, and this is proved …by a long
and tedious development of philosophy and
natural science.”
“Motion is the mode of existence of matter.
Never anywhere has there been matter
without motion, or motion without matter.”
“But if the…question is raised; what then
are thought and consciousness, and whence
they come, it becomes apparent that they
are products of the human brain and that
man himself is a product of nature,…”
“It is not the consciousness of men that
determines their being, but, on the contrary,
their social being that determines their
consciousness.”
“In the social production of their life, men
enter into definite relations that are
indispensable and independent of their will,
relations of production which correspond to
a definite stage of development of their
material productive forces.”
“The sum-total of these relations of
production constitutes the economic
structure of society, the real foundation, on
which rises a legal and political
superstructure and to which correspond
definite forms of social consciousness.”
“From forms of development of the
productive forces these relations (production
relation) turn into their fetters, then begins an
epoch of social revolution.”
“With the change of the economic
foundation
the
entire
immense
superstructure is more or less rapidly
transformed.”
“The history of all hitherto existing society is
the history of class struggles (except the
history of the primitive community)”
“Along with the constantly diminishing
number of the magnates of capital, who
usurp and monopolize all advantages of this
process of transformation, grows the mass of
misery, oppression, slavery, degradation,
exploitation; but with this too grows the
revolt of the working class. …The kernel of
capitalist private property sounds. The
expropriators are expropriated.”

Stalin:
“Marxism is not only the theory of socialism;
it is an integral world outlook, a philosophical
system, from which Marx’s proletarian

socialism logically follows. This philosophical
system is called dialectical materialism.”
2. “Marxism is the science of the laws
governing the development of nature and
society,”
3. “As a science, Marxism cannot stand still, it
develops and is perfected. In its
development, Marxism cannot but be
enriched by new experience, new
knowledge — consequently some of its
formulas and conclusions cannot but change
in the course of time, cannot but be replaced
by new formulas and conclusions,
corresponding to the new historical tusks.
Marxism does not recognize invariable
conclusions and formulas, obligatory for all
epochs and periods.”
4. “Mankind is divided into rich and poor, into
property owners and exploited; and to
abstract oneself from this fundamental
division, and from the antagonism between
poor and rich, means abstracting oneself
from fundamental facts.”
5. “… capitalist economy develops not in the
interest of society, but for the purpose of
securing the maximum profits for the
capitalists through the exploitation, ruin and
impoverishment of the majority of the
population of the given country, through the
enslavement and systematic robbery of the
peoples of other countries, specially
backward countries, and, lastly, through wars
and militarization of the national economy.”
6. “Leninism is Marxism of the era of
imperialism and the proletarian revolution.
To be more exact, Leninism is the theory
and tactics of the proletarian revolution in
general, the theory and tactics of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in particular.”
7. “The more the socialist system and the
socialist economy will be strengthened and
consolidated, the more sharpened will be the
class struggle.”
8. “It is impossible to put an end to capitalism
without putting an end to social-democratism
in the labour movement. That is why the era
of dying capitalism is also the era of dying
social-democratism
in
the
labour
movement.”
9. “The banner of bourgeois-democratic
liberties has been thrown overboard … The
socalled ‘Liberty of the individual’ no longer
exists – the rights of the individual are now
extended only to those who possess capital,
while all other citizens are regarded as
human raw material, fit only to be
exploited.”
10. “The principles of equal rights for men and
nations have been trampled in the mud; it has
been replaced by the principles of full rights
for the exploiting minority and no rights for
the exploited majority.”
11. “The banner of national independence and
national sovereignty has been thrown
overboard … Now the bourgeoisie sells the
Contd. on page 7
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Central Committee's Call to observe Death Anniversaries of
Great Marx and Stalin in a befitting manner on 14 and 5 March respectively
Contd. from page 6

12.

13.

14.

15.

rights and independence of the nations for
dollars.”
“Marxism regards law of science – whether
they be laws of natural science or laws of
political economy – as the reflection of
objective processes which take place
independently of the will of man. Man may
discover these laws, get to know them, study
them, reckon them in his activities and utilize
them in the interests of society, but he cannot
change or abolish them.”
“No science can effectively develop in nasty
atmosphere of natural laudation and hushing
up of errors … in a number of branches of
science we have not yet fully put an end to
the monopoly of various groups of scientists,
who has the way to fresh and growing
forces, … and seek to settle scientific
questions by administrative fiat.”
“The leaders come and go, but the people
remain. Only the people are immortal,
everything else is ephemeral.”
“I know that after my death a pile of rubbish
will be heaped on my grave, but the wind of
History will sooner or later sweep it away
without mercy.’

b.

religious, philosophical or some other
ideological domain, are in fact only the more
or less clear expression of struggles of social
classes.”
“What Marx accomplished I would not have
achieved. Marx stood higher, saw farther,
and took a wider and quicker view than all
the rest of us. Marx was a genius; we others
were at best talented. Without him the theory
would not be by far what it is today. It
therefore rightly bears his name.”

Lenin:
c.

“The Marxist doctrine is omnipotent because
it is true. It is comprehensive and
harmonious and provides men with an
integral world outlook irreconcilable with any
form of superstition, reaction, or defence of
bourgeois oppression. It is the legitimate
successor to the best that man produced in
the nineteenth century, as represented by
German philosophy, English political
economy and French socialism.

Stalin:
d.

C. Marxist authorities on Marx

Marxism is not only the theory of socialism;
it is an integral world outlook, a philosophical
system, from which Marx’s proletarian
socialism logically follows. This philosophical
system is called dialectical materialism.”

Engels:
a.

“It was Marx who had first discovered the
great law of motion of history, the law
according to which all historical struggles,
whether they proceed in the political,

Mao Zedong:
e.

Marxism teaches that in our approach to a
problem
we
should
start
from
objective facts, not from abstract

In response to an international call for coordinated actions to oppose U.S.

war-threat on Venezuela, on 23 February, the day of completion of 1
month of the attempted right-wing coup by the US imperialist regime
there, demonstrations were organized throughout India by the SUCI(C),
which has been a signatory to the appeal issued in this regard by various
political parties, organizations and distinguished personalities round the
world. A few photos of such demonstrations in India are appended:

definitions....and we should derive our
guiding principles, policies and measures
from an analysis of these facts.”

Shibdas Ghosh:
f.

g.

“We know that Marxism-Leninism is the
only revolutionary theory, the most scientific
and the loftiest ideology of this age, which
alone can free man from this crippled
capitalist society and give birth to a classless
new society free from all sorts of
exploitation of man by man.”
“Marxism is a noble revolutionary ideology.
Consequently the essence, the kernel of this
noblest revolutionary ideology too lies
ingrained in its cultural and ethical standard.”

D.

Comrade Shibdas Ghosh on Stalin:
“Stalin’s understanding of Leninism is the
correct understanding of Marxism-Leninism.
This understanding has brought the
communist movement to its present stature.
…….. Indeed, like his precursors Marx,
Engels and Lenin, Stalin also is an authority
on Marxism-Leninism. …..Stalin —
architect of theory of peaceful co-existence
not only as a theoretician of outstanding
caliber but also as an able practical organizer
of the communist movement, Stalin should
be remembered along with Marx, Engels and
Lenin…. to black out Stalin would have the
inevitable result of disowning his authority
and consequently of rejecting his
interpretation of Leninism.”
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Hooch tragedy
Result of a grave design to shatter people’s moral backbone
Thousands of tragedies today
torment people’s life almost
uninterruptedly in the country.
Among them, series of hooch
tragedies, that is death from
spurious rather poisonous liquor
bring about death in batches of a
few to more than hundred. In the
last one decade, there have been
reportedly 48 deaths in 2009 under
CPI (M) rule and altogether 212
deaths under TMC rule in last three
years in West Bengal . In an
incident in early February 2019,
more than 100 people died after
they had consumed poisonous
alcohol in BJP-led Uttarakhand
(Haridwar district) and neighbouring
Uttar Pradesh (Sharanpur district),
which drew strong public protests
forcing Uttarakhand government to
probe into the incident and enact
officially a stringent law against
spurious liquor. In Congress-run
Rajasthan, 9 people died in
Kushinagar hooch tragedy in midFebruary 2019. After spate of liquor
deaths in Bihar, the Nitish Kumarled government was compelled,
under public pressure, to officially
ban liquor in the state which, to
some extent, has brought down
crime rate here. And finally, of
course till to-date, BJP-led Assam
topped the list where more than 150
people mostly tea garden labourers,
many of them female, died in
Golaghat and Jorhat districts on 21
and 22 February last. Though as
routine
process,
the
state
government ordered an enquiry and
the opposition demanded judicial
probe, locals alleged that spurious
liquor is being supplied from outside
and some excise department
personnel are also involved with it.
The allegation is strong enough to
raise doubts on the fate of enquiry.
The list is partial even for the
decade. But it is dreadful and
shocking. The spread of incidents is
across the country. These may take
place in any state being ruled by any
and
every
wellknown
parliamentary parties, regional or
national, right or self-styled left. By
routine, after each incident, the
concerned
state
government
announces a probe, compensation
for the dead or still- alive victims, the
parliamentary oppositions register
their protest and forget those with
time and when they reach the
power. The victims are virtually
without exception the youth as well
as the slum-dwellers, labourers or
poor common people of other
sections; the pundits may claim ‘It is
their habit to spend their pittance
over drinks!’ But those who know

the reality, are also aware that
poverty, joblessness, insecurity are
driving these victims to such a
vacuum, where there is nothing but
frustration and frantic attempt to
forget the painful present, no
thoughtfulness, no concern for
anything. For instance only, when
tea garden labourers are unpaid for
months, when they see before their
eyes gardens are closed down for
the land for shopping malls and real
estates to come up in their place,
how will they look at it and define
their living? Or, when a jobless ablebodied young man finds hundreds of
thousands applications are submitted
for even menial jobs, how should he
activate himself for a bright future?
Besides, the legal or illegal liquor
trade plays it role in other ways too.
It is contributing heavily towards
fast rise in crime rate—atrocities on
women, murder, theft, gang violence
and what not. Most of the road
accidents, particularly at the dead of
night are caused by drunken drivers,
who mercilessly run over people on
road and take refuge in some
restaurant to hide; they even cause
death to him- or herself or any copassenger and so on, causing, legally
speaking, unintentional death at the
most. Most, if not all, grievous
crimes on women and children are
done by inebriated persons,
miscreants or even relatives. There
has been reports of wife deserting
her husband for drinking and the
latter thrashing his six-year old girl
to death for questioning his habit and
asking for books instead. A class
VII student had to flee her home for
studies which her drunk father did
not approve.
In summary then, the liquor,
legal or illegal, is taking its toll in all
possible ways. It is not only killing
people, it is shattering families,
tearing apart social fabric, destroying
moral senses. While it was expected
that
any sensitive, civilized
government should take note of this
dreadfully escalating menace and
ensure preventive steps, the
parliamentary parties, as said earlier,
seem to be, instead, overt approvers
of it. The series of hooch tragedies
simply mock at their governance. It
is not that the menace is
uncontrollable. In some states,
under public pressure, the sale and
consumption have been officially
banned and that has, to some extent,
brought down the incidence of liquor
related crimes. Similar ought to have
been the case with other states. But,
it is, instead, found that most of the
state shamelessly stand for liquor
trade on the plea of earning

revenues. In advancing this plea, all
the bourgeois parties—Congress,
BJP, TMC or CPI (M) sail on the
same boat.
In a state like West Bengal
traditionally known for people’s
movement led by leftist forces, it
was one such big left CPI(M) then
leading a government decided to
issue license for 1400 liquor shops in
2005. In the same state, TMC who
rode to power raising slogan against
the misrule of the CPI (M) did not
only care to withdraw the liquorlicenses issued by the CPI(M) but
announced to issue license for 1200
more liquor shops. As per the
figures from the West Bengal State
Beverages Corporation Limited
(BEVCO), a government ancillary,
these liquor shops add to 5,300
existing foreign liquor outlets and
bars. Even TMC government is
reported to be mulling taking over
the entire distribution of liquor so
that
this
‘revenue
earning’
proposition is centrally controlled.
The moot question is: Is the
concern for revenues genuine for
these governments? Were there no
other means, decent and desirable,
to earn revenues? Have these
governments made any sincere and
all-out efforts to check limitless
corruption at all levels, high to low,
which could prevent drainage of
public exchequer to private coffers?
Has it ever occurred to them what
wastage of money goes on after the
top- heavy administration with
fabulous salaries and lucrative
perks? Why are the corrupt
i nd ust r i a l i st s-b usi ne ssme ncapitalists are awarded with huge
tax reliefs? Why should the people’s
representatives earn increasingly
fatter sums? Why should there be
announcements of sops, freebies
and gratis from public exchequer just
for electoral interest? Why should
government spend huge sum for
widely
advertising
claimed
“success” and inauguration or
foundation
stone
laying
ceremonies by the ministers? And
then, how is it that consequent
shortfall in revenue earning and
excess government exchequer is
sought to be financed by
encouraging a roaring liquor trade
and thereby shove people into the
dungeons of illegal liquor outlets?
How is it that planned fostering of
socio-cultural
degeneration
is
justified in the name of revenue
augmentation? Is it a civilized
proposition or a gangster’s logic?
Taken all these loose pieces
together, it is clear that the criminal
callousness of the governments
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towards the recurring hooch
tragedies and the hapless victims, is
not just attempts to save liquor
barons, or local businessmen
engaged in illegal liquor trade. Nor it
is just the question of saving some
powerful rich from a liquor –related
crime. The way the governments
ignore the genuine means of
revenue earning and instead promote
liquor trades for revenue; the way
they maintain meaningful apathy
towards taking effective means
against
corruption,
wastage,
lavishness and yet cry for revenue,
it becomes evident that the question
does not lie simply there. It has
deeper roots and more dangerous
design. The ruling monopolists and
their henchmen including their
political managers of different hues,
namely the subservient governments
of bourgeois petty bourgeois parties
know it pretty well that they cannot,
nor they have the intent to, solve the
problems of acute unemployment,
price rise, debt traps for farmers,
industrial stagnation or economic
recession etc. They are also aware
that people are becoming restive day
by day; their resentment and wrath
so far directed against the
government will gradually be
directed against the system. And this
is what the rulers cannot afford
people to do. So they plan to distract
them from the path of identifying the
system, the capitalism as their
enemy, from the attempt to stand
united and resolved to fight against
it till they overthrow it. Among all
other measures, one deadly and sure
shot to misdirect people is through
making them liquor-addicts and
drug-addicts
so
that
being
intoxicated, they lose their reasoning
faculty, their sense of morality and
ethics, judgement of right and wrong
and thus are so emasculated from
within that they lack ability to stand
erect against injustice, oppression,
deception and degeneration. This is
the very reason, the parties to prove
their allegiance to their masters, be
it a party claiming to be Marxists but
really far from it, or a party of ‘maamaati-manush’ like TMC or a flag
bearer of religious fundamentalism
or pseudo-nationalism— all or any
of these parties sail in the same boat
of recklessly spreading this menace
of liquor-drug- sex-violence and
thereby sully the socio-cultural fabric
and damage family life. They have
the single goal, to drag more and
more poor people, more and more
directionless, frustrated youth to be
trapped into the clutches of this
menace, and thus taken away from
the desired path of standing against
the exploitative system and injustice
bred by it. From behind all talks of
revenue –earning for development of
Contd.on p.9
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Communist Party of Pakistan’s press statement on
visit of Saudi Arabian Crown Prince
The main purpose behind the over exaggerated media propagation
of visiting crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, was
nothing, but a mere hope based on delusions, to be bringing all imaginable
affluence and fortunes to Pakistan . A Déjà vu, festive, was observed
during the previous Government on the visit of Chinese President Xen
Peng in the same manner. One can question, does these treatise bring
any progress, economic stability and have caused to elevate exchange
rate of rupee? The answer is in negative!
Saudi or Chinese investment treatise and MOU are never supposed
to bring progress, development and prosperity for the country and the
people. This can be achieved, when we grossly cut down the
expenditure of the Government and the military, adopting simplicity and
resourcing self-reliance.
Measures should be taken to rehabilitate country’s best agricultural
land, restore dilapidated industrial structure, oil, gas and mineral resources
of the country should be nationalized and utilized for the progress of the
development of the country and prosperity of the people, instead of giving
it to the foreigners at throw away prices. This statement was issued by
Communist party of Pakistan after the meeting of its political bureau.
Serious apprehensions regarding covert objectives of the visit of the Crown
Prince were also observed in the statement, which can be clearly seen in
the joint press conference of Saudi and Pakistani foreign ministers, where
the previous strongly ranted against Iran.
It is widely believed that a contingent of the Pakistan army stationed
in Saudi Arabia and the Ex-Army Chief of Pakistan Army Mr. Raheel
Shareef, currently an employ of the Saudi Royalty, may be utilized for
regime change in Iran in the wake of deepening US – Saudi : Iran conflict.
Communist Party of Pakistan asks upon the people to rise for a vital
role to play at this very crucial time, not let Pakistan become once again
another proxy shenanigan in service of the imperialist powers, a similar
dirty role it has played in past in the overthrow of People’s Revolutionary
Government in Afghanistan, turning Pakistan into a Jihadi base camp,
funded by Saudi Arabia and its Arab and Western allies, under the
patronage of Pakistan Army and USA.
CPP strongly condemns the terrorist attack in Pulwama Kashmir
(India) and violence against innocent people. Pakistan Government
should muzzle its non-state actors and similarly Indian Government has
also to manage the increasing fanaticism in India, otherwise it will be
most unfortunate if India, too, becomes another Pakistan.
There is no doubt in the fact that Jaish-e-Muhammad has
tremendously helped BJP to increase its vote bank to win again in the
coming elections.
Fanatics and militant fundamentalists on both sides of the border are
mutual good buddies, rescue one another when fall in need of each other.
Polit Bureau.
18.02.2019 Communist Party of Pakistan.

Excerpts from the message delivered by
Nicolás Maduro, President of Venezuela
on 7 February last to the
people of the US through social media
We are living today in a
historical crossroad. There are days
that will define the future of our
countries, giving us a choice
between war and peace. Your
national
representatives
of
Washington want to bring to their
borders the same hatred that they
sowed in Vietnam. They want to
invade and intervene in Venezuela
— they say, as they said then — in
the name of democracy and
freedom. But this is false. Their
history of the usurpation of power in
Venezuela is as false as the
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.
It is a false argument, but it can
have dramatic consequences for our
entire region…You may not like our
ideology or how our society looks,
but we exist and we are millions….I
address these words to the people of
the United States of America to
warn of the gravity and danger that
some sectors in the White House
intend, that is, to invade Venezuela
with unpredictable consequences
for my country and for the entire
American region. President Donald
Trump also intends to disrupt the
worthy initiatives to open a dialogue
promoted by Uruguay and Mexico,
with the support of CARICOM, for
a peaceful solution and dialogue on
behalf of Venezuela. We know that
for the good of Venezuela we have
to sit down and talk because to
refuse to dialogue is to choose the
path of force….The political
intolerance toward the Venezuelan
Bolivarian model and the desires for
our immense oil resources, minerals

Massive strike by the teachers in US
After years of cuts in wages to
the teachers and slash in education
budget, school teachers in various
states of the US went on a strike on
different dates in January last. Kristin
Beller, a kindergarten teacher in
Wake County, North Carolina who is
helping to organize a massive effort
to encourage teachers to use a
personal day to take off work, said:
“For years, people would say you
don’t have a real union in North
Carolina, but what we have been
saying for so long is that a union is a
group of people that come together
with similar struggles and decide
together to choose something better
for themselves…We may not have
collective bargaining rights, but we
can act like a union.” Strikers had
public support. For example, in Los
Angeles, the parents of those they

teach, drivers in the streets and a
man selling bacon-wrapped hot dogs
said he was offering them a dollar
off. Stacey McKenna, the mother of
a child at Mulholland middle school,
LA said she supports the strike, even
though it means her daughter will
miss a few lessons. “They are not
asking for anything unreasonable…
Smaller class sizes, more support
staff like librarians, counselors,
nurses – staff we used to have at
school all day, every day, and now get
maybe one or two days a week if
we’re
lucky.
Profit
isn’t
everything…There
are
more
important things out there, like
educating our kids,” commented she.
At a press conference on 14 January
last, union leaders in Denver
expressed frustration at failed talks
to reach a deal over the weekend.
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Union president Henry Roman said
teachers were committed to reaching
a deal but said that both sides needed
a cooling off period. The union
pushed for lower bonuses for highpoverty and high-priority schools to
free up more money for overall
teacher pay and criticized the district
for spending too much money on
administration. “When we fail our
public school teachers, we fail their
students - and we fail our future”,
was another notable comment from
a supporter. This mass action by
aggrieved school teachers of US
shows how education and, for that
matter, the teachers are targeted by
ruling capitalism in every country
with a view to diluting the standard
of education, curtailing higher
education and stripping education of
its essence.

and other great riches have
prompted an international coalition
headed by the U.S. government to
commit the serious insanity of
waging a military attack on
Venezuela under the pretext of a
non-existent
humanitarian
crisis….The people of Venezuela
have painfully suffered social
wounds caused by a criminal
commercial and financial blockade,
which has been aggravated by the
dispossession and robbery of our
financial resources and assets in
countries aligned with this demented
onslaught….The U.S. people must
know that this complex multiform
aggression is carried out with total
impunity and in clear violation of the
Charter of the United Nations,…
politicians in Washington, on the
other hand, are willing to send their
sons and daughters to die in an
absurd war, instead of respecting the
sacred right of the Venezuelan
people to self-determination and to
safeguard their sovereignty…Like
you, people of the United States, we
Venezuelans are patriots. And we
shall defend our homeland with all
our soul…. We appeal to the good
soul of U.S. society, a victim of its
own leaders, to join our call for
peace. Let us be all one people
against warmongering and war.

Hooch tragedy
Contd. from page 8
the country, the governments are
busy in this nefarious game.
When all parties subservient to
bourgeois class interest prescribe
poison to people, our Party,
swimming against the current for
upholding people’s cause and unite
them on a platform of conscious
struggle based on higher proletarian
ethics-culture-morality, has taken up
cudgels against this menace of liquor
trade involving common people. The
response is tremendous and in places,
the masses, drawing inspiration from
such socially-beneficial and desired
initiative, are coming out in large
numbers
to
join
protest
demonstrations
and
even
spontaneously destroying the liquor
outlets. It remains as the imminent
task that such movements be stepped
up further, get further organized and
be transformed into a sustained one
to exert enough pressure on the
reluctant, misguiding governments to
take effective means towards
curbing roaring liquor trade.
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SUCI(C) strongly condemns Pulwama
terrorist attack

Five left students’ organizations—AIDSO, SFI, AISF, AISB and PSU—jointly
organized a big rally in Delhi on 18 February against centralization,
communalization and commercialization of education. With others, Comrade Ashok
Misra, General Secretary, AIDSO addressing the rally (inset).

Mass movements in various parts of the country
against burning problems of people’s life

Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), issued the
following statement on 15 February 2019:
We strongly condemn the most heinous attack on a CRP convoy
by a terrorist group in Pulwama, J&K, yesterday in which over 40
para-military persons were killed and many more grievously injured. It
is surprising how could so many armed terrorists enter a high security
zone bypassing all stringent surveillance system and orchestrate such
a murderous attack. Surely, it shows that despite spending huge amount
on upgrading defence capabilities every year, such lapses and lacunae
continue to plague the security of the country.
We wonder if the armed forces are not secured in the country,
what is the safety of the common men. We convey our condolences
to the bereaved families and the injured.

SUCI (Communist) strongly opposes
heinous move on the part of the
Governments to evict poor tribals and
other forest-dwellers from their
ancestral land
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), issued the
following statement on 21 February 2019:
According to a report published in the newspaper today, 11,27,446
tribal and other sections of forest-dwelling poor people in 16 states are
now facing threat of eviction from their centuries old ancestral home
and hearth because the respective state governments have decided not
to renew their lease agreements on the pretext of non-submission of
necessary documents. It is known to all that these backward
downtrodden people are deprived of minimal socio-economic-cultural
rights, languish in abject poverty and have hardly any means to
somehow eke out a living. Now with this eviction notice, they would
lose even the very right to live, turn into street beggars and die like
cats and dogs. The decision of the state governments to invalidate this
right to ancestral land to the poorest segment of the countrymen does
raise apprehension that the giant land-sharks, realty tycoons, giant
corporates and other vested interest groups might be having an eye on
this huge stretch of land from commercial interest with their pliant
governments in tow accelerating further the heinous scheme of
deforestation.
We strongly protest this most inhuman act of eviction and demand
of governments to desist from such an outright anti-people move.

Bhopal, MP on 18 February

Bhubaneswar, Odisha on 19 February

Massive rally of youths in Delhi on 27 February organized by AIDYO on pressing demands of the youth like providing jobs to the unemployed etc. The rally
was addressed among others by Shri Prakash Raj, well-known film personality of South India and Bollywood as well as a social-activist (inset), Comrades
Ramanjunappa Aldali, Prativa Nayek , Zubair Rabbani and other AIDYO leaders as well as Comrade Arun Kumar Singh, Central Committee member and
Bihar State Secretary, SUCI(C).
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