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Draupadi Murmu’s Election as country’s President—not a sign of
dalit or tribal empowerment but crafty bourgeois design to befool people
Indra Meghwal, a nine-yearold school student of Surana village
in Jalore district of Rajasthan,
belongs to so called ‘low caste’ or
dalit. Being thirsty, he drank water
from the pitcher reserved for upper
caste students and teachers to drink
from. His upper caste teacher got
angry and beat him mercilessly for
the ‘‘offence’’. Critically injured,
Indra was taken from one hospital to
another by his family. But he was
not treated anywhere. Finally, when
he was admitted to the Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital, he succumbed to his
injury on 14 August, just before the
75th anniversary of Independence
Day. Just two days after that, on 16
August, thirteen-year-old Brijesh
Kumar, a third-grade school student

of Pandit Brahmapootra Higher
Secondary School in Uttar Pradesh,
lost his life after being beaten up by
an upper-caste teacher because he
could not pay the monthly fee of Rs.
250. Two tribals, Sampatlal Vatti
and Dhansai Vatti, were allegedly
lynched to death by Bajrang Dal
ruffians in Madhya Pradesh in May
last on suspicion that they were
storing cow meat. Not only Indra or
Brijesh or Samatlal or Dhansai,
when we open the pages of daily
newspaper, we more often than not
find incidents of persecution, murder
and gang rapes of the so called
dalits or tribals, two extremely
backward and abjectly povertystricken communities who continue
to languish in a virtually sub-human

Tribute to Great Mao Zedong
Comrade Asit
Bhattacharyya,
veteran Polit
Bureau member,
offering floral
tribute to Mao
Zedong, at
Central Party
Office, Kolkata,
on 9 September,
the 47th
Memorial Day
of this great
leader of the proletariat. Standing (from right) are Comrades Saumen Basu and
Swapan Ghosh, Polit Bureau members, Comrade Manab Bera, Central
Committee member and Chandidas Bhattacharjee, Polit Bureau member and
West Bengal state Secretary. The Day was observed with due solemnity
throughout the country by the SUCI(C).

SUCI(C) expresses indignation
at Supreme Court decision to close pending
Gujarat anti-minority communal genocide cases
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI (Communist), issued the
following statement on 1 September 2022:

‘‘We are deeply shocked to find that the Supreme Court of India,
in its judgment delivered on the 30th August 2022, instead of disposing
the long pending petitions of the victims of 2002 communal killings of
Gujarat including that of the Human Rights Commission, decided to close
them in an arbitrary manner terming them to be ‘infructuous’. In our
opinion, it is an act of grave miscarriage of justice which is tantamount
to rewarding the perpetrators of the 2002 Gujarat pogrom.
We urge upon the Supreme Court to at once rescind this highly
unjust order and take up those petitions thereby ensure justice to the
petitioners as quickly as possible. We also urge upon the right-thinking
people of the country to raise their strong voice of protest against this
injustice.’’

life condition. Violence against the
dalits and tribals and their exclusion
on social and economic lines have
been continuing in a harsh and
pitiless manner. No amount of
sophistry by the BJP-government
can sideline the brutality of caste
discrimination and violence against
the dalits or the tribals.

Who are called
dalits and tribals
When people hear the phrase
‘‘caste system’’ in India, they often
think of what they believe to be now
defunct practices of economic,
social, ethnic, and religious hierarchy
or discrimination among extinct
civilizations. What most do not
realize is that there are still millions
who continue to suffer under the
caste system even today. It was not
long ago that the dalits used to be
labelled as the ‘‘lowest caste’’ in
India. Worse is that they still are
stigmatized as ‘‘untouchables’’. The
word dalit means ‘‘oppressed’’ or
‘‘those who have been broken’’.
These individuals are not only
excluded but also placed at the
bottom of the Hindu caste hierarchy
and are viewed by some as tainted.
While dalits form an inextricable
element of Indian society, the tribals
live on the margins of civilization.
The two groups probably share a
common origin, and both are
branded by their low status relative
to the dominant Hindu society
and hence are equally
oppressed and maltreated.

Dalits and Tribals are
subjected to
inhuman treatment
The ghastly crimes
against the dalits and tribals
who are somehow eking out a
living, range from brutal
murders, burning alive, loot
and arson, rape and gang
rape of the girls and hacking
to death on flimsy pretext by
the goons basking under the
shelter of social-high ups
connected with the ruling
dispensation. Some dalits
have been killed for the
‘crime’ of riding a horse,
some for having a moustache,

some for sitting on their feet. The
dalit women cannot dip their
vessels in the wells earmarked for
so called upper castes and elites to
draw water. If any of them touches
some other woman belonging to
non-dalit community by mistake,
she faces harsh comments and is
even manhandled. Dalit women
have to take their own glasses for
tea as no tea stall or roadside
eateries will offer them theirs. If any
dalit family refuses to skin dead
animals, they face the wrath of the
local elites and village heads. Yet, if
they perform the skinning, they face
the brutality of the cow vigilantes.
Of late, the law of the country is
being revised to allow monopolist
tycoons take over the jungle lands
where the tribal people have been
residing. Instances of eviction of
theirs are galore. In 2020 alone,
more than 50,000 complaints of
violence against the dalits were
filed by the henchmen of the
quarters of vested interest but the
perpetrators of heinous crime
against the dalits are generally
spared
of
any
conviction
whatsoever. In fact, because of
their haplessness and virtual
alienation from the mainstream of
the society, they are soft targets of
being subjected to all sorts of
maltreatment, humiliation and
Contd. on page 2
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President Draupadi Murmu

Are dalits and tribals born to be tortured, highly discriminated
against relentlessly persecuted and even socially ostracized?
Contd. from page 1

physical assault. The stealthy
humiliation they face every day
forces the dalits to live constantly in
an atmosphere of fear.
Likewise, notwithstanding the
legal recognition of the tribals or
Adivasis as Scheduled Tribes (STs),
the tribal community still suffers
from enormous violence, deprivation
and discrimination across India.
Since the tribals or Adivasis are
situated at the margins of society;
any kind of systemic violence they
face arises from the everyday socioeconomic processes of Indian
society. The National Crime
Records Bureau [NCRB] reports
show that in the past ten years
(2011-20), 76,899 crimes have been
reported to have been committed
against the STs.
In Madhya
Pradesh, the prostitution rings
exploit the tribals while in Jharkhand
and
Chhattisgarh,
counterinsurgency operations against so
called Maoists regularly victimize
the tribals living there. In May 2019,
women belonging to de-notified
tribes testified that they were
tortured and raped almost every
day. De-notified tribes are not
scheduled, so they lack legislative
protection, making them even more
vulnerable. The dalits in India have
been segregated socially and ritually
and from upper caste groups,
whereas the tribals have mostly
remained in distant proximity from
the mainlanders that makes them
prone to physical and social
exclusion. But both are equally
marginal, prone to all kinds of
assaults and subjected to inhuman
treatment.

In BJP rule, crime against
dalits and tribals have
increased significantly
A sudden spurt in atrocities
against the dalit community is
evident in a period when the arch
Hindu communal BJP who openly
flaunts its support to ‘Brahminism’
(i.e., supremacy of the Brahmins
who rank at the top of social
stratification) has assumed power.
So, when the frenzied assailants
target a particular kind of victims,
the trigger often is, alongside plain
and simple communal hatred against
the religious minorities, highhanded
casteist attitude of the powerful
among the higher castes towards
the dalits or tribals. Retired
General VK Singh, the country’s
former BJP Defence Minister, while
commenting on the uproar over the
burning of two dalit children in

Haryana a few years back, said:
‘‘What is there to shout about two
puppies dying!’’ Being denied justice
at every step, hapless dalits or
tribals tend to ask the society and
even themselves: ‘Are we not
human beings like everyone else and
do we not have the same human
blood flowing in our veins? Are we
born to be tortured, highly
discriminated against, relentlessly
persecuted and even socially
ostracized at places by the quarters
of power and vested interest?’
Anti-tribal crimes are no less
in number compared to atrocities
against the dalits. Tribal women
are much more prone to sexual
violence as they are considered
‘less than human’ by the majority of
Indians. In June last year, a teenage
tribal girl in Chhattisgarh was
allegedly raped and killed in a staged
encounter by the members of
security forces. As per media report,
a large chunk of the rising crimes
against the tribals has happened
during the BJP rule.

Why these tortures on
and humiliation of
the dalits and tribals
Obvious question is why these
growing atrocities and crimes
against the dalits and tribals
virtually the poorest, yet inalienable
part of downtrodden people? When
the 75th year of independence is
being celebrated with pomp and
grandeur by the ruling party and its
government
to
flaunt
their
‘nationalism and patriotism’, the
country is not only witness to these
ugly deprivation, discrimination and
oppression of the dalits, tribals and
other sections of toiling masses, but
is fast sliding down to lower and
lower depths. A deeper probe into
the cause of such inhumanity would
reveal that the root of all these evils,
vices, maladies and aberrations is
the prevailing worn-out, utterly
corrupt and crisis-ridden capitalist
system. More the market crisis of
the ruling capitalism aggravates,
more pronounced and accentuated is
the attack on the oppressed masses
in all spheres. The untold misery and
penury of the dalits and tribals is
also a part of that.

BJP leaders weaving ploys
to deceive the persecuted
dalits and tribals
As faithful servant of ruling
monopolists of the country, the BJP
leadership is well aware of this stark
reality. It is also well conversant
with the fact that lest this truth
stated above should unfold before

the dalits and tribals as well as
other under-privileged sections, the
ruling class cunningly tries to woo a
tiny aspirant group within them with
undue privileges, lure of lucre and
power. Thus, a small fraction,
hardly 3%, of the dalits and tribals,
usurping all opportunities and
benefits offered to them by the
ruling class and its political
managers, has emerged as a
‘creamy layer’, a diminutive group
of affluent ‘elites’ enjoying all
privileges and clout as part of the
handful of dominating super-rich in
the society and the reactionary
ruling quarters, being totally callous
and indifferent to the rapid
degeneration of the livelihood of the
backward caste and community
populace. Thus, this privileged group
has
practically
become
an
appendage to the ruling bourgeoisie
and is found to indulge in all kinds of
unlawful and corrupt activities as is
common with any other bootlicker of
oppressive capitalism. In a crafty
move, the ruling class has carved
out this privileged group from the
most oppressed section of the
masses to be pliable to its class
interest and projected as proof of
prosperity (!) of the dalit and tribal
populace. Emergence of this
privileged section within the dalits
and tribals clearly attests to the fact
that in dying capitalism, class
division is becoming sharper every
moment; the yawning gap between
the haves and have-nots is making
social
stratification
more
pronounced and vivid.
It is in this backdrop that in
order to befool the people, the BJP
is playing various tricks of which
one is to choose a candidate from
among the dalit or tribal
community, for some key positions
including that of the country’s
President. By doing this, they want
to showcase how the dalits and
tribals are progressing and featuring
in the mainstream of the society. In
keeping with that motive, Ram Nath
Kovind, who was born in a dalit
family, was chosen as the President
in 2017. This time, Draupadi Murmu,
a tribal by birth, has been sworn in
as the 14th President of India. As
usual, the bourgeois media is abuzz
with the promotion of a tribal
woman occupying the highest office
in a country of 1.4 billion people.
Even social media is filled with line
after line of vivid accounts of how
she was neglected during her
education and other fields of
activities. It is no wonder that the
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monopoly-controlled media would
embellish such deceptive moves of
the ruling party as signature of dalit
or tribal empowerment. So, while
singing the glory of the ‘great’
democracy of this ‘great’ country, it
is stated that ‘when Draupadi
Murmu has become the President,
the tribals and dalits would live
with honour. Their heyday has
come!’ What can be more
deceptive than this?

Neither Kovind nor Murmu
protested growing crimes
against dalits or tribals
Pertinent to mention here is
that former President Ram Nath
Kovind was the president of the
BJP Dalit Morcha between 1998
and 2002 and served as the national
spokesperson of the party. He
donated his ancestral home in
Paraunkh to the RSS. He was twice
elected to the Rajya Sabha on BJP
ticket and served as governor of
Bihar as well. But he did never utter
a single word in condemnation of the
shocking incidents like diabolic rape
and murder of dalit girls which took
place in Unnao, Hathras, Chitrakut
in UP and Delhi or when a dalit
man and two of his cousins were
severely injured by 17 men in
Mirkan village of Hisar district in
Haryana by upper caste criminals or
a 30-year-old dalit youth, lone
earner of his family of eight, was
lynched by 11 people who suspected
him of theft. Where then was his
dalit conscience? Draupadi Murmu,
too, was a member of the BJP
cabinet in Jharkhand. When she was
a minister, a law was passed in the
Jharkhand Assembly to evict the
tribals from the forest areas
inextricably linked to them. But
Draupadi Murmu did not protest.
When four dalit youths were
brutally assaulted by a bunch of selfproclaimed cow-vigilantes in Una
town of Gir Somnath district in
Gujarat, neither Ram Nath Kovind
nor Draupadi Murmu even
condemned the incident. When five
dalits were attacked by armed
Bajrang Dal members at Shantipura
village in Karnataka for allegedly
stealing a cow and slaughtering it,
Draupadi Murmu was mum. When
Rohit Vemulaa brilliant dalit PhD
student of Hyderabad University
had been suspended in an unjust
manner after a complaint by the
local unit of the ABVP, the student
wing of the BJP, and later committed
suicide, no one heard either
Draupadi Murmu or Ram Nath
Kovind to protest. They did not
utter a single word when Rohith
Vemula’s searing letter, which is in
the public domain, as an indictment
of social prejudices. A week back,
another minor dalit girl was
allegedly gang-raped and set on fire
by two men in Pilibhit, UP, and is
Contd. on page 6
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Another scam exposed in
BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh
The BJP, of late, has been
raising too much of hue and cry
against the parties opposed it and
vaunts its own ‘purity’. A latest
trend has been to engage central
investigating agencies like CBI, ED,
Income Tax department in probing
alleged scams, corruption and money
laundering of not only the opposition
leaders but even the media houses
which have been critical of the
policies and measures of the ruling
BJP and its governments, both at the
Centre and in the states. But when
it comes to corruption and crime its
own record is really mindboggling.
Take the infamous Vyapam scam
that began to unfold by 2013 in BJPruled Madhya Pradesh, shocking
democratic
minded
people’s
conscience throughout the country.
Though this recruitment scam
reportedly originated in the mid-90s
under Congress rule, as it spread its
tentacles wide and deep and fully
flourished under the BJP rule from
2003 onwards it attained a
dimension that is truly threatening
and unprecedented demonstrating
how hollow, or rather, hypocritical
was the BJP’s much vaunted claim
of corruption free rule.

Recap of Vyapam scam
The Vyapam scam involves all
recruitments along with the
professional
examinations
or
eligibility tests for government jobs
including police, bank officials,
teachers as well as entrance
examinations for medical and
engineering colleges. In MP, these
are being carried out since 1970
through examinations under the MP
Professional Examination Board
(MPPEB, Vyavsayik Pareeksha
Mandal or Vyapam in vernacular).
From 2009 onwards it came to light
that these competitive examinations
and appointments in various
government services and professions
including medical profession were
and are being rigged in exchange of
huge amount of money to favour
candidates recommended by or
known for their closeness to
ministers, including the BJP Chief
Minister and the ruling party leaders
of the state or elsewhere, the RSSBJP big-wig and pliant bureaucrats.
Even the son of a former Governor
featured among some of the
accused. And what goes on in this
rigging? Consisting of different
means, it may include impersonation
of examinees, issuing fake admit
card, fake mark sheet, pushing in a
different name in the appointment
letter for one, or the printing of
additional blank answer scripts to

provide these to examinees all of
whom paid hefty sums of money, to
help them fill these up at home etc.
etc. In other words, whatever little
scope of government jobs and
obtaining professional degrees is
there, that was manipulated to
tamper with the results in exchange
for huge amount of money. Though
originally it was told that the amount
believed to have been exchanged as
bribes in this scandal was around Rs
2000 crore, it is now revealed that
the figure is as high as Rs 36,000
crore. All revelations indicated
unambiguously that a scam of
Vyapam’s nature and magnitude
could not have taken place without
the connivance of highest echelons
in the political-administrativebureaucratic hierarchy. But these
appear as the tips of the ice-berg,
when one comes to know about
the horrible feature that earned this
scam its particular notoriety, and
raised it from the status of a highranking scam to a well-orchestrated,
most ghastly crime perpetrated by a
powerful nexus of persons in the
corridors of power with the help of
strong band of mafia and
professional killers. During these
few years of investigation, there
have occurred at least 48 unnatural
deaths (unofficially more than 100)
of accused persons, witnesses,
government approvers, probing
officials-professors-deans
or
investigating journalists, media
persons and whistle-blowers. All
these deaths took place under
suspicious circumstances. In its
dimension, Vyapam scam which has
been established in court surpasses
all other scams, But, then it got lost
from people’s memory, or got buried
under other issues hyped up
scandals. Till today, it has not come
to the fore who were the chief
offenders of the Vyapam scam.

Controversial Rafael deal
Questions were raised and
rightly so about the highly
controversial Rafael jet procurement
case. After testing out a number of
global options, the Indian Air Force
back in 2012 intended to replace the
ageing Russian fighter jet planes, put
the 2-engine Rafael aircraft, built by
France’s
Dassault,
and the
Eurofighter Typhoon on its final list.
The then Congress-led UPA
government issued a tender for 126
fighter jets and, because of a lower
bid offer, planned to buy 18 off the
shelf Rafael jets in fly-away
condition from Dassault Aviation of
France, with the remaining 108 jets
to be built in India by the Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited (HAL), a
Public Sector company. But the said
plan was abandoned after the BJP
government came to power. In
2015, on a visit to France, Modi
announced a completely new deal, in
which India would be getting 36
Rafael jets from France. In
September 2016, the Indian and
French governments signed an
inter-governmental
agreement
which is now known as the ‘‘Rafael
deal’’. This deal stipulated that India
would buy 36 off-the-shelf Dassault
Rafael twin-engine fighters for a
price estimated to be Rs. 59,000
crore or 7.8 billion Euros. Two
aspects of the deal have first raised
eye-brows,
then
precipitated
murmur and finally created a
commotion. First one is that the BJP
government has been paying much
higher price for the acquisition of the
jets (Price of 126 jets as decided
during
the
previous
UPA
government in 2012 is now being
paid for buying only 36 jets i.e. over
300% increase in price). Secondly,
soon after the agreement was
completed, it came to be known that
state-owned HAL which has a 60
year
long
experience
of
manufacturing aircrafts, including
fighter jets, has been removed.
Instead, the bulk of that Rs 30,000
crore that has to be invested in the
Indian defence system as per the
deal would be channelled through
Dassault Reliance Aerospace, a
49:51 joint venture established
between Dassault and industrial
tycoon Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Aerostructure which has no past
experience and expertise of
manufacturing
aerospace
and
defence equipment and were
burdened with hefty loans. How
could then Dassault select such a
heavily
debt-burdened
nonexperienced Indian farm for such a
maiden joint venture in defence?
There is every reason to smell a rat
in the whole episode that insinuates
towards some kind of insistence as
well as diplomatic pressure on the
part of the Indian government.
Further, through this joint venture
Dassault Aviation is slated to inject
about over 100 million euro, the
largest Defence FDI in a single
location in India. How would Anil
Ambani fund his part in this project?
In fact, a document released by two
former NDA ministers cited a
statement issued by Anil Ambani's
Reliance Group which mentioned
the new price working out to be Rs
1,660 crore per plane. Secondly, then
Joint Secretary & Acquisition
Manager (Air) in the Ministry of
Defence who had been part of the
Contract Negotiations Committee
(CNC) is reported to have raised
questions
about
the
deal’s
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benchmark price and put his
objections
on
record.
Notwithstanding the fact that a
Supreme Court headed by the then
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi who,
immediately after retirement, was
nominated to Rajya Sabha by the
ruling BJP, had dismissed in 2018 a
batch of PILs challenging the deal
between India and France for
procurement of 36 Rafael jets,
questions and doubts are still galore.

Other alleged frauds
There are many other
allegations of scams and scandals
involving the BJP and its
governments and satraps.
The
Karnataka mining scam involving
the then BJP Chief Minister of
Karnataka, 16 BJP Ministers
accused
of
corruption
in
Maharashtra, Delhi and District
Cricket Association (DDCA) scam
alleged to have involvement of
former BJP Finance Minister late
Arun Jaitley, IPL scam involving
BJP ministers, Chhattisgarh ration
scandal during the BJP rule, a
disputed transaction of worth Rs
25,000 crore, which pointed to fiscal
profligacy and a rising debt burden
for Ports and Fisheries of Gujarat in
which names of some of the BJP top
brass of the state had featured—are
some of the cases to mention.

Latest revelation of another
money laundering case in
Madhya Pradesh
Now, once again the BJP-led
Madhya Pradesh government has
come to the fore in connection with
swindling of government money by
manipulating data. A confidential
36-page report by the Madhya
Pradesh
Accountant
General
(MPAG) accessed by some media
houses, has found large-scale fraud,
irregularities in the identification of
beneficiaries, production, distribution
and quality control of the ambitious
free food scheme for schoolchildren.
Some of the more shocking findings
of the report were based on an
examination of around 24 per cent
of beneficiaries of the Take Home
Ration (THR) scheme for 2021, a
programme tasked with providing
much-needed nourishment to 49.58
lakh registered children and women.
These included 34.69 lakh children
aged between 6 months to 3 years,
14.25 lakh pregnant women and
lactating mothers and 0.64 lakhs
‘Out
of
School Adolescent
Girls’(OOSAGs) aged between 1114 years. While the School
Education
Department
had
estimated the number of out-ofschool girls at 9,000 in 2018-19, the
Women and Child Development
(WCD) Department under the
supervision of the Madhya Pradesh
BJP Chief Minister himself,
Contd. on page 4
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Corruption of BJP

Many allegations of scams involving the BJP
and its governments and satraps have unfolded
Contd. from page 3

estimated their number at 36.08 lakh
without conducting any baseline
survey. Knowing well that the
figures were inflated, the WCD
directorate adopted the figure of
OOSAGs at 5.5 lakh. Audit
verification revealed that at 49
Anganwadi centres in eight districts,
just three OOSAGs were actually
registered, while the MIS portal of
the WCD department showed
63,748 registered OOSAGs and
claimed THR distribution to 29,104
OOSAGs during 2018-2021.This
clearly indicates the extent of data
manipulation in OOSAGs estimation,
ultimately leading to the fake
distribution of THR worth Rs 110.83
crore.
One of the most startling
irregularities was found in the
transportation of the THR from the
production plants. Six THR
manufacturing plants located in
different parts of the state, claimed
to have transported 1125.64 MTs of
THR costing Rs 6.94 crores. But
the verification of the transport
department’ database of respective
states revealed that those trucks
(which were claimed to have been
used for THR transportation) were
actually registered as motorcycles,
cars, autos and tankers or the trucks
didn’t exist at all in the database,
meaning the THR was transported
in ghost trucks. The BJP
government of Madhya Pradesh is
still tight-lipped on the issue.
Apparently, the leaders of the
RSS-BJP, the ruling combination, are
trying to suppress the scams and the
usually eloquent rhetoric-savvy PM
Narendra Modi and his cabinet
colleagues have been maintaining an
eerie and deafening silence on
allegations of scams of their own
party and governments. These
provide enough indication of their
attitude towards corruption and
confirms their sinister attempt to
shield the culprits.
As indicated in the beginning,
the BJP has, of late, been overactive
in unearthing scams of the opposition
leaders and non-BJP governments
by setting the central investigating
agencies upon them. But nowhere
such agencies are deployed to probe
into the corruption of the BJP
leaders and governments despite
allegations from various quarters. As
if, the BJP is soaked in purity and
hence cannot do any wrong. This is
nothing but a bunkum! Using the
seat of power, the ruling BJP is
shielding all its misdeeds with
alacrity as if it is the sole claimant of

cleanliness in vote-based bourgeois
politics. What else can be further
from the truth.

Corruption is bred by decadent
moribund capitalist system
It needs to be understood that
scam and corruption are not
clutched out of thin air or are
attributable only to some identified
parties or persons. Corruption and
crime are bred by the decadent,
moribund,
rotten,
reactionary
capitalist system. It is not confined
to any national barrier, nor to any
particular walk of life or field of
social activities. The entire capitalist
world is virtually suffocating from
the fuming fire of corruption and
crime; the human society from top
to bottom is turning blue from the
poison of the two. It ought to be
noted that even when capitalism
started its journey as a progressive
force in human civilization,
corruption and crime existed. But
the society had put leashes upon
those. Right from the start,
capitalism hinged on profit making
which is contingent upon deprivation
and oppression of the toiling masses.
But, at the initial stage, self-restraint
was put on defining profit as
reasonable. There was free
competitions among the capitalist
owners, in a laissez faire economic
environment. As the system entered
the imperialist stage, became
moribund, imperialist powers began
sucking colonies dry, clutching at
their neck, while profit making
turned into maximum profit hunt anyhow, by any means, brushing
aside any and every norms, values
and ethics. Obviously in the
capitalist society living upon
discrimination
born
out
of
exploitation and oppression, the reign
of corruption and crime started from
the centres which weighed heavily
with capital, the ‘omnipotent’ source
of power is in the government and in
the state machinery. The system
thus breeds these two vices. So,
people at the other end of
discrimination, the have-nots, the
powerless have become the real
victims. Just like a drama, all this is
being enacted in this or that country
in different or in newer and newer
forms. When the curtains are raised,
people are aghast with the latest
deadly form of the virus of
corruption and crime. India under
the new union government of the
BJP has been witnessing the latest
act of this relentless drama which
eventually takes shape, on a scale
and severity perhaps unprecedented
in the world. Let there be no doubt

about the fact that anyone,
irrespective of hue, engaged in
serving this obsolete rotting capitalist
system or wedded to the task of
protecting as well as sustaining it,
cannot remain insulated from
corruption. The BJP, the Congress,
the regional bourgeois parties like
the TMC, DMK, SP, TRS, the
pseudo-Marxists and so forth are all
subservient to capitalist system and
working as its political managers. So,
all of them are power-mongers and
vulnerable to the lure of lucre.

Only those engaged in
conscious fight against
capitalism can remain insulated
Obviously, those who engage
themselves steadfastly in conscious
and continuous fight against
capitalism, the root of the evils,
stand the chance of keeping
themselves away from corruption
and crime. Be that as it may,
however, can the right-thinking
people afford to remain silent or
simply sit tight in view of the
spiralling virulent spate of frauds,
scams and corruptions? Clearly, in
this moribund capitalist set-up, no
enquiry will find its desired end, until
and unless people stand up unitedly,
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raise their voice of protest, and
remain vigilant. So, any and every
democratic minded person needs to
take it into their heart that there
must develop in the society an
ambience which would stand
resolutely against corruption and
crime. Only such an ambience can
act as the bulwark against these
virulent enemies of mankind. And
such an ambience can be generated
only through a sustained organized
democratic movement with a
definite purpose and direction,
based upon firm conviction of
ideology, high ethics and morality
taking shape in the personality and
character of the band of
innumerable volunteers across the
country, magnetically attracting and
holding together a vast periphery of
common people to stand as
benevolent active or passive
supporters of movement. Such an
anti-corruption movement must
stand conducive to the movement
against capitalism itself. Only with
these conditions fulfilled and the
desired movement picking up
momentum, there can work a check
on this all-powerful capitalist society
and its subservient permanent nexus
of the monopolists-industrialistsbusinessmen-tainted politicians-high
handed bureaucracy-army and even
a part of ‘sacrosanct’ judiciary and
the henchmen of all of them.

AIDSO, Tamil
Nadu, observed
101st death
anniversary of
Subramani
Bharati, poet of
patriotism and a
front-ranking
freedom fighter,
on 11 September
2022
AIMSS organized
Women’s convention with
slogan of JUSTICE FOR
BILKIS
BANO
in
Hyderabad
on
3
September last.
Mr. K Srinivas,
Editor, Andhra Jyothi,
Telugu daily newspaper
was the main speaker. In
his speech he praised the Bilkis
Bano’s valiant struggle and
achievement. He said that now the
whole
society
should
take
responsibility to safeguard Bilkis
Bano’s and her struggle for
justice. Manjula Naidu, AIMSS
leader, also addressed gathering.
Around 500 girl students
participated in this convention.
Students
also
spoke
very
emotionally and they were inspired
by the programme. Ch. Prameela,

AIMSS Telangana State In-charge
presided over the programme. In
this convention a resolution was
passed condemning the act of
remission to 11 rapists and
murderers in Bilkis Bano incident.
With 40 girl students we
formed
a
‘Sthri
Suraksha
Samanthi’ was also formed.
AIMSS
Hyderabad
President
Hemalatha, Secretary Jyothi,
Member Bharathi participated in
the convention.
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Bail to Teesta Setalvad after
two months and a half —a few questions
The well-known social and
human right activist Teesta Setalvad,
played a notable role in ensuring that
several victims of the notorious antiminority pogrom in Gujarat in 2002,
orchestrated by frenzied armed
hoodlums of the arch Hindu
communal RSS-BJP-Sangh Parivar,
got justice in courts. The present BJP
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi and
Union BJP Home Minister Amit Shah
were Chief Minister and Home
Minister, respectively, of Gujarat
when this carnage took place.
It was alleged by many
including some top-ranking police
officers that this massacre could not
have occurred without tacit approval
of the state government. But all
such allegations including Court
petitions were neatly suppressed,
and a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) constituted by the government
itself expectedly gave a clean chit to
the then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi and 63 others in
2012. A Magisterial Court in Gujarat
upheld the report. Visibly upset with
the SIT report and the verdict of the
Magisterial Court, Zakia Jafri, wife
of slain Congress leader and MP
Ehsan Jafri, filed a petition in
Supreme Court challenging the SIT’s
refusal to file a case against
Narendra Modi for his alleged role
in the anti-Muslim violence. Ehsan
Jafri was among the 68 people killed
in Ahmedabad’s Gulberg Society
during violence on 28 February
2002. Now, in the SC a Division
Bench also dismissed the plea of
Zakira saying that it was devoid of
merit. She and two former Gujarat
police officers—R.B. Sreekumar
and Sanjiv Bhatt—have instead
been accused of misleading the SIT
to get innocent persons convicted.
The ruling of the Supreme Court
was pronounced on 24 June 2022.
On the next day, for reasons
better known to the authorities, a
team of Gujarat Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) went to the residence of
Teesta in Mumbai to take her into
custody. The Gujarat ATS was not
carrying any warrant for arrest.
Teesta protested and wanted to
lodge a complaint with the local
police station. With great difficulties
she made her way into the police
station where she informed the
media aloud that they were not
letting her register her complaint.
Finally, under pressure, the Mumbai
police took down the names of all
the ATS officers who had come
there. Meanwhile, Teesta’s phones
were
seized
without
any
panchnama (A record of witness

testimony, usually prepared by the
police, during the investigation of a
crime or after a death) at her home.
Then she was taken to Ahmedabad
Crime Branch Office where she
made a verbal complaint to the
incumbent ACP saying her detention
was illegal. She also described how
an officer had pushed her, abused
her and seized her phone. At every
juncture, she reminded the police,
the crime branch officials and the
prosecution officials that this is a
political case. Then she was
produced before a magistrate who
ordered her five days of remand.
From then onwards, she was in
custody for two months and a half
on the unproven charge of an
alleged conspiracy to forge
documents and present false
evidence in court to implicate
political leaders and send innocent
persons to jail by misleading the
investigation into the 2002 Gujarat
carnage case.
Finally, a Bench of present CJI
U U Lalit and Justices S. Ravindra
Bhat and Sudhanshu Dhulia said,
‘‘We have considered the matter
only from the standpoint of interim
bail and we shall not be taken to
have expressed anything on the
merits of the submission advanced
on behalf of the appellant. The
entire matter on merits shall be
considered by the High Court
independently and uninfluenced by
any observations made by this
Court.’’ While granting interim bail
to her, the Supreme Court Bench
had dealt a firm rebuff to the
Gujarat government, which stoutly
opposed her release after showing
great alacrity in arresting her for

pursuing allegations that high
functionaries were involved in the
Gujarat pogrom of 2002. The Bench
raised five points to the Gujarat
government:
1. The petitioner (Setalvad) has
been in jail for two months
without a chargesheet being filed
in the case.
2. The first information report
(FIR) was filed the day after the
Supreme
Court
judgment
dismissing Zakia Jafri’s plea
questioning the clean chit given
to Narendra Modi in the Gujarat
riots case. The FIR does not add
anything other than the top
court’s observations.
3. The Gujarat High Court made
notice returnable on Setalvad’s
bail plea in six weeks; a long
adjournment period.
4. The offences Setalvad was
charged with do not pertain to
serious matters such as murder
or bodily injury.
5. None of the offences Setalvad
has been charged with bar the
grant of bail.
The Supreme Court Bench
also pulled up the Gujarat police for
its failure to file a chargesheet or
elicit anything from the custodial
interrogation of the activist. ‘‘There
is no offence in this case which
comes with a rider that bail cannot
be granted, like UAPA, POTA.
These
are
normal
IPC
offences…These are not offences
of bodily offences; these are
offences of documents filed in court.
In these matters, the normal idea is,
after the initial period of police
custody, there is nothing which stop
the investigators from conducting

PAGE FIVE
investigation without custody…And
as per Section 437 mandate, a lady
is entitled to favourable treatment,’’
the Court further observed.
Obviously,
certain
basic
questions arise about the punitive
process and justice delivery system.
Is it that a kind of state terrorism is
operational under the guise of
maintaining rule of law? Is the
investigation procedure under the
influence of the Executive i.e., the
bureaucracy-ministers
gradually
reduced to a farce or a showy
business?
Is
the
Executive
increasingly arrogating to itself the
absolute power so much so as to
subvert judicial autonomy? Are the
police completely turned into a
puppet body of the party in power?
Can the police act in any manner
which is precluded in law? Is any
dissent
or
disagreement
or
expression of a contrary view being
regarded as equivalent to treason?
Are democratic rights of the
common citizens pilloried in
‘democratic’
India
whereas
unilateral, arbitrary and wanton
actions on the part of the power that
be are sacrosanct and hence above
board? Are the ministers, legislators,
leaders or even ordinary workers of
the ruling dispensation licensed to do
anything with impunity? Is not a
government accountable for any
lethal attack on any group of citizens
or community by miscreants? Can
criminals openly go berserk and
mercilessly slaughter innocent
citizens for days on end unless the
police-administration acquiesce in
such bestiality? Is the judiciary
yielding place to the omnipotent
Executive to decide both legitimacy
and legality of any step or act?
Democratic-minded
people
need to seriously ponder over all
these questions, and what it entails
for them to do.

How tax on oil is decided in BJP-ruled India
Union BJP Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on 5 September
last defended the windfall tax on
domestically produced crude oil and
additional tax on exports of refined
petroleum products, saying the levy
has been imposed in full consultation
with the industry. ‘‘Let me tell you
frankly that … that India wants to
be a refining hub, India wants to
encourage investments in refineries,
and India wants to… ensure that
profitability is not taxed with the
intension to earn revenue for the
government…So, the belief that
windfall tax is ad hoc is slightly
unfair. Because the price and the
taxation rate decided are arrived at
after full consultation with the
industry. We’ve come up with these
parameters based on cracks margins

that the industry has given to us,’’
she told a summit organised by
Elara Capital. The minister added
that she had clearly said everything
would be done in consultation with
the industry and it is doing that every
15th day.
So, she confesses that the
government does everything in
consultation with the industrial
houses and ensure that their profits
are not taxed. Great indeed! The
common Indians are bearing the
brunt of sky-high escalation of fuel
prices but the government is
deciding the fiscal policies only with
the industry barons.
Further, the government has
been repeatedly saying that retail
tariff of fuel is spiralling because of
rise in importing crude. But it is now

revealed that India is importing not
only crude oil but also cheaper
refined fuels from Russia. India had
brought more than 40 million barrels
of Russian oil between lateFebruary and early-May, which
comes to about 20% more than
flows for all of 2021, according to
Bloomberg calculations based on
trade data. Imports of Russian
refined products have tripled in
recent months from the preceding
three-year average. In August 2022,
the average monthly price of Urals
crude oil, Russia’s major export oil
brand, was approximately 74.7 U.S.
dollars per barrel when international
oil price was hovering around $100.
But the benefit has not been passed
on to the countrymen. It is also
Contd. on page 8
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President Draupadi Murmu

Violence against dalits and tribals have been
continuing in a harsh and pitiless manner
Contd. from page 2

now in a ‘‘serious condition’’. No
reaction from either Ram Nath
Kovind or President Draupadi
Murmu had been received. 3 hours
after Draupadi Murmu took oath as
the first tribal President of India,
acute distress drove hundreds of
women, mostly by women of tribal
communities and other Backward
Classes in Purulia District of West
Bengal to come out in open protest
for non-payment of wages for work
done under MNREGA since 21
December last. In March 2022,
three men were arrested on the
charge of sexually harassing a tribal
woman in Alirajpur district, in the
BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh (MP).
The Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act,1989 is considered
one of the most prominent laws to
prevent offences against people of
scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes. In spite of the many deterrent
provisions of the act, offences and
atrocities against the community
have been on the rise with higher
acquittal rates and lower conviction
rates. With rise in such crimes, the
tribals secluse themselves more and
more from the rest of the civilized
society.
So, in which way does their
placement on this high pedestal
serve the interest of downtrodden
dalits or tribals? Clearly bourgeois
politicians subservient to the class
interest of ruling capitalism are in
truth merely making use of their
dalit or tribal tag as a ploy to
deceive the downtrodden dalit and
tribal masses as well as other
sections of the toiling people.

Not casteist feuds but
accentuation of class struggle
can serve dalit and tribal cause
In decadent moribund capitalist
society of our country in which
democratization has remained
truncated due to definite socio-

historic reasons, the outdated
casteist system not only remained
intact but being used by all
parliamentary parties to strengthen
their vote bank has become even
more deeply entrenched. And with
growing all round social-cultural
degradation and criminalization of
parliamentary
politics,
crime,
violence,
rape,
gang-rape,
discrimination, and injustice-such
atrocities against and maltreatment
of the dalits and tribals are on the
rise too, perpetrated in most of the
cases by the upper caste people
who are controlling capitalist rural
economy and by virtue of that are
also calling the shots in sociocultural affairs. So, the dream of a
better life and some relief from the
ongoing torture and discrimination
would continue to elude dalit and
tribal populace.
So, when the bourgeois
politicians or pseudo-Marxists who
are now fully anchored to bourgeois
vote-politics talk of dalit and tribal
interest or make show of dalit or
tribal movements, their objective is
to reap benefits in vote politics and
hence keep such movements strictly
confined within the bounds of
bourgeois parliamentarism. The
unfortunate part of the situation is
that this sinister design is getting
good dividend in absence of desired
powerful
united
democratic
movement which was and is needed
by exploited people as the only way
to pave the road for ultimate
emancipation
from
capitalist
exploitation. Since the desired
democratic movements of oppressed
people are either weak or absent,
the ruling capitalist class with a
sizeable section of rich privileged
upper castes in its camp and fold,
use this abhorrent caste-system and
accompanying categorization of
various sections of exploited people
like
the
dalit
or
tribal
categorization.

Odisha state AIDSO conference was held amid great enthusiasm
and massive participation on 10 and 11 September 2022 in
Berhampur. The conference elected a 59-member strong state
committee with Comrades Somnath Behera and Sidharth Rath
as President and General Secretary respectively.

So, at many places and on
many
occasions,
out-and-out
bourgeois-petty-bourgeois parties
have sprung up for the purpose of
rising to power through vote playing
upon dalit or tribal problems and
exploiting the abject plight and
penury of the dalit and tribal
people. After riding to power, they,
however, make a volte face and
enthusiastically serve the rich, the
capitalists and become cog and
screw of the oppressive capitalist
machine sparing none including
dalits for whom they shed so much
of crocodile tears.
Let the
oppressed dalit and tribal masses
harbour no illusion about such selfstyled pro-dalit pro-tribal outfits
often propped up by ruling
capitalism from behind to serve its
vested class interest. Their
experience would prove how these
so called dalit outfits or casteist
parties as well as the selfproclaimed tribal parties had more
often than not betrayed their cause
which is inseparably linked with the
cause of all oppressed people. Have
they not seen dalit or tribal leaders
sharing power with declared upper
caste parties and thereby make
fortunes like any other bourgeois
leaders? Have not some of the
leaders of such self-proclaimed
dalit or tribal outfits become
MLAs, MPs, ministers and even
chief minister in alliance with or
being backed by mainstream
bourgeois
parties? Are not
eyebrows raised when a band of
politicians who customarily flaunt
their dalit or tribal credential to
endear themselves to the dalit or
tribal electorates, are found sitting
on heaps of wealth, indulging in all
kinds of misdeeds for selfaggrandizement and adopting all
foul means to ride to power? Has
electing self-styled messiahs of
dalits or tribals to legislature or
nominating self-proclaimed dalit or
tribal candidates to occupy the
chair of the country’s President
brought any succour to the immense
suffering of dalit or tribal
communities? Some dalits have
also left the ambit of Hindu religious
community and adopted neoBuddhism as new religious identity.
Has that alleviated their poverty or
hardship? In the past also, many
dalit people embraced Christianity
or Islam (this was stated by
Vivekananda himself) to save
themselves from the oppression of
the caste-based Hindu society. Has
that mitigated their hardship?
The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), that serves as the
BJP’s ideological fountainhead, has
been engaged in the process of
Hinduizing the tribals in central and
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north-eastern India. The smaller
business communities are usually
mobilized by the RSS under the
umbrella term ‘Vananchal’, which
then exploit the converted tribal
groups to counter Christian adivasis.
The BJP has reportedly benefitted
from this precipitated division among
the tribals as a large number of
RSS-backed
tribal
welfare
organizations helped the BJP
consolidate its vote bank by
communalizing issues. This trend has
moved eastwards till Nagaland and
Assam too. These are the questions
oppressed dalit and tribal brethren
and honest sympathizers to their
cause should seriously think over.

Emancipation lies in
overthrowing capitalism
by revolution
It needs to be made clear to the
oppressed masses that apparent
upper caste exploitation is actually a
manifestation of ruthless capitalist
exploitation in the typicality of the
Indian society and setting one caste
against the other is only aimed at
orchestrating fratricidal bloodbath
and internecine conflicts which work
in favour of sustaining this oppressive
capitalist system and keep the
inevitable anti-capitalist revolution at
bay as long as possible. Division, it
needs to be clearly understood, is
between two classes-the exploiter
and the exploited—and not along
casteist, religious or ethnic lines. So,
what is needed to be strengthened is
class struggle of the oppressed
millions rising above caste, creed,
ethnicity, region or religion, against
the ruling capitalist class based on
correct revolutionary ideology, higher
proletarian culture and ethics and
under
correct
revolutionary
leadership. Then and then only the
road would be paved for desired
emancipation of all oppressed
masses including the dalits from the
clutches of capitalist oppression.
Once this movement surges
forth and picks up steam, under
correct revolutionary leadership,
necessary political consciousness
would dawn upon the exploited
masses including the dalits and the
tribals who would then be able to
understand the trickeries of the
bourgeois rulers to mislead them. It
would then be clear to them that
those who with a dalit or tribal
stamp are saddled in the key posts
of governance are neither true
representative of dalits or tribals
nor able in the least to advance their
cause, even if had a desire to do so.
Hence, Ram Nath Kovind or
Draupadi Murmu may be the
President of the country, but it will
not change the miseries of life of
dalits, tribals and other so called
lower caste people

PROLETARIAN ERA

SEPTEMBER 15, 2022

Story of Skid Row
Skid Row is a district in
downtown of Los Angeles (LA),
California; a 3-minute drive from the
city centre. California is the
wealthiest state in USA. The state of
California has the largest number of
billionaires in US, 186 billionaires,
second comes New York with 135
billionaires. The story of Skid Row is
the story of another America, the
story of the homeless people of
America and the other face of the
super-rich capitalist country. Skid
Row is surrounded by localities with
high rise buildings, the contrast visible
to anyone. The streets of Skid Row
give shelter to more than 6000
homeless people who struggle for
basic survival. They live in make shift
tents, tarpaulins, chicken houses,
sheds, some in rejected vehicles, etc.
The area has few public toilets and
no basic amenities. The city garbage
collectors, street cleaners never visit
the area. The living condition of the
people are very poor. They collect
food, clothing, items for daily use
from the garbage containers of the
adjoining localities. The local
administration however locked the
garbage containers with the plea that
it causes nuisance, an inhumane act
of the administration. The life
expectancy of people in this area is
48 years, 20 years less than USA
average.
The story of Skid Row starts
with the history of California when
it became a part of USA. The
attraction of gold and opportunities
for jobs made people from east
moving to west. The railroad that
connected LA had the terminal at
Skid Row. The dreams of many
were shattered and they ended up
with no jobs and homes, they all
settled in streets of Skid Row. The
homeless
were
treated
as
untouchables by the wealthy
neighborhood. In 1970s the city
planners started drawing lines to
contain the growing population of the
area, to demolish all old buildings
and build new high rising areas. The
planners thought of bulldozing the
area, but the Skid Row community
resisted the plan. The argument of
the community was that demolition
of one Skid Row will create a
number of small such areas
throughout LA. That made sense to
the authorities. They instead
demarcated the area as a
containment zone, so that the
surrounding area can have sky
scrapers. They built public toilets
and benches in Skid Row area and
the reason for this was ‘‘to keep the
undesirable population elements in
Skid Row’’, thus criminalizing the
helplessness of these people by

calling them undesirable population.
They installed harsh glowing prison
lights between Skid Row and
neighboring area, so that the
residents will be restricted and locks
were provided in garbage bins of
surrounding areas so that the
homeless won’t scavenge food from
the garbage bins. A brutal act, leave
aside providing food to the hungry,
even restricting them from collecting
left over from garbage bins. An
undeclared ghetto for the Homeless.
What kind of inhumane treatment to
the poor? In 1990s when funds for
mental patients dried up, hospitals
and sanatoriums would dump these
mental patients in this area, knowing
well that they will be contained. The
police frequently visit the area. The
fear of eviction always haunts them.
The policy of containment and
drawing boundaries for the jobless,
homeless people; a city within a city
reflects the callous attitude. The real
problem of employment, affordable
housing, high rentals, mental illness,
drug addiction was never addressed.
The pandemic and economic crisis
leading to high rise of prices of
essential commodities made things
worse.
The story of Skid Row is the
story of many cities of USA. The
official statistics show that 580,466
people
were
experiencing
homelessness in US in 2020 and out
of them 406,326 were individuals and
174,139 were individuals with
families. The states with highest
homeless populations are California
(161,548), New York (91271) and
Florida (27,487); the three rich states
of USA. However, the problem of
homeless population is there in every
state of US and is increasing rapidly
as per the New York Times report.
The New York times briefing
says—‘‘Shelters across US are
reporting a surge in people looking
for help with wait lists doubling or
tripling in recent months… and
inflation is compounding the problem:
Rent has increased at its fastest rate
since 1986, putting houses and
apartments out of reach for
Americans….The crisis means more
people do not know where they will
sleep tonight… More Americans
now say they worry a great deal
about homelessness compared with
the years before the pandemic….
Seven million low-income renters
cannot get affordable homes,
according to National Low Income
Housing Coalition.’’
What is the demography of
the homeless in US? The number of
minorities like the African Americans
and Natives are proportionately very
high compared to whites and Asians.
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Massive
Demonstration
in Kolkata by
West Bengal
AIDYO on
various
demands like
employment to
all youths,
those of Bike
Taxi operators, Food Delivery Boys,
private tutors, cyclists, empanelled
members for appointment in group D
and C of state government, immediate
appointment of all who have cleared
SSC-PSC examinations. In his
address, Comrade Moloy Pal, West
Bengal State Secretary, AIDYO, also
touched upon other burning issues of

the youths and condemned unabated
proliferation of obscenity, drug and
liquor addiction etc. to smash the
moral backbone of the young
generation. A 5-member team led by
Comrade Anjan Mukherjee, AIDYO
State President, submitted a
memorandum to the
Chief Minister’s office.

Are these residents skilled? A blog
survey shows they are skilled in
various jobs like painting, plumbing,
mechanical maintenance, etc. and
are willing to work. The pathetic
picture is that of highly educated
young professionals who cannot
afford a rented house in cities and
live in their vehicles in these areas,
may be for a temporary period.
What is the age group of them? The
concern is that the number of
seniors who have retired from
service is increasing in these
communities. They paid their taxes
and contributions to social security
throughout their work life and had
no saving, thought that the social
security check will be sufficient.
They cannot meet their ends now,
with meagre social security
allowance that they get. What about
the veterans those who fought for
US in different wars? Veterans
account for 11% of homeless people
in US. An estimate states, almost
40000 to 60000 veterans are without
shelter in US in any given night. The
disturbing fact is 50% of them are
above 51 years. The unemployed,
single and families, senior retired
citizens, veterans, even some fresh
young professionals; they all are
living in streets.
The myths created about the
homeless need to be dispelled. The
false notion given is that they are
drug addicts. There is no survey to
show the percentage of homeless
who are addicts. The problem of
drug addiction is a major one in US
and the same is increasing every
day. Literature suggests drug
addiction is ‘‘both a cause and result
of homelessness’’. The trauma of
living on roads leads to drug
addiction in some cases. The other
myth created is that they are
sufficient shelter homes for
homeless. The reports say that the
shelter homes that existed have
reduced their bed strength in recent
times. One report says, the waiting
list for shelter homes on a given
night can be 1000 names long. One
more myth propagated is that the

homeless don’t want to work. The
true picture is that they are skilled
and willing to work, but there is no
job. The problem gets compounded
as they don’t possess an address or
access to internet.
The cause of homelessness is
the economy. They are unemployed
as the job market is shrinking, and
more so after the pandemic. The
social security or the retirement
benefits that senior citizens and
veterans get is meagre. The rent of
houses has increased in city areas.
Rental for a studio apartment is in
between $1000 to $3000 which is
more than the minimum wage. The
authorities have never given due
attention to affordable housing. The
result is homelessness which has
increased in recent times and will
increase in future.
The military expenditure of
US annually is $780 billion dollar
which is equivalent to sum of
military spending of the next eleven
countries of the world. Why the
richest country in the country in the
world, spending huge amount in
military can’t solve the problem of
homelessness or provide basic
necessities of life? The problem lies
in the economy, that is the capitalist
imperialist economy whose main
concern is maximum profit, and the
state and finance capital are all
subservient to monopoly capitalism.
The result is exploitation of toiling
masses, leading to low wages, lack
of purchasing power, unemployment,
price rise or inflation and so on
Homelessness will persist as
the crisis of capitalism will be more
acute in future. This is the real
picture of capitalism—Skid Row, the
residence of homeless and Beverly
Hill, Bay Area, the residence of
billionaires. Skid Row exists
throughout the capitalist world. The
two faces of decadent, ugly,
inhumane Capitalism. The problems
of homelessness exist in all capitalist
countries, more in undeveloped
countries but the rich capitalist
countries like US are not immune
from it.
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Progressive Alliance of Pakistan demands
immediate remedy to man-made flood situation
Imdad Qazi, Convener-Progressive Alliance, and General
Secretary-Communist Party of Pakistan along with others have said the
following in a press release:
As a consequence of its profitdriven selfishness, the imperialistcapitalist system has abused nature,
resulting
in
environmental
contamination and the annihilation of
both humans and the natural world
as a result of climate change.
Countries like Pakistan have to deal
with the damage that these polluting
countries have caused. As a result
of the rains, floods, and the
consequent human catastrophe, the
entire country is experiencing grief,
pain, and trauma. The country's four
provinces and Gilgit-Baltistan have
all been devastated by the rains.
This monsoon flood has ravaged
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit as it moved
downstream. the flood drains and
natural and historical passageways
have been occupied by the feudal
lords of Sindh, particularly those in
the government.
The flood channels were
cultivated, fish farms and lavish
farmhouses have been constructed
by these feudal lords. In addition,
numerous canals have not yet been
blocked; water continues to flow
through them. The feudal lords who
are part of the Zardari regime and
who have been elevated to the
status of district kings are also using
public funds to pump water from
their properties into these canals
using the government machinery.
Thousands of deaths have occurred.
Millions of animals have perished or
been swept away. Due to the water
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standing for more than 15 days,
different diseases have begun to
spread among humans and animals.
Malaria, typhoid, gastrointestinal
illnesses, and skin diseases are
prevalent. Mosquitoes have made
life miserable day and night. Every
source of drinkable water has been
depleted. Now the children, the
women, that is, the human race, are
starving and thirsty, awaiting death
in the sun and hubris under the open
sky. It appears that the greedy,
narcissistic, and heartless rulers of
Pakistan wish to aggravate the flood
crisis by blocking the water in order
to obtain aid and loans from the
international community.
We demand from the platform
of the Progressive Alliance, which is
constituted of parties across
Pakistan, Jammu and Kashmir, and
Gilgit-Baltistan, that the distribution
of aid be overseen by a committee
comprising those who are more
familiar with the affected population.
In addition our demand is that
Pakistan must not take part in any
bloody games being played by
imperialists and must stop the
Taliban from organising in
Pakhtunkhwa. This time, the
struggle for the interests of the
United States, Europe, and China,
Russia will be waged through
bloodthirsty groups like ISIS and
murderous mercenary groups like
the Taliban. Pakistan ought to
protect itself against this.

Comrade Shankar
Ghosh, General
Secretary, AIKKMS,
addressing the Andhra
Pradesh State AIKKMS
conference held on
9 September 2022, at
Vijayawada. A 21strong state organizing committee was formed with Comrades M Girish and
Nagamurthyalu, as President and Secretary, respectively.

A section of the gathering of Andhra Pradesh State AIKKMS conference

Due to shortage of space, the fourth instalment of
‘‘An American sees the Soviet Union’’
could not be accommodated in this issue.

BASAD(Marxist) Condemns Attack by the
Police and Awami League hoodlums on
Political Gatherings in Bangladesh
Comrade
Masud
Rana,
convenor, Central Executive Forum
of Bangladesh Socialist Party
(Marxist) has, in a press statement
issued on 1 September 2022,
expressed strong indignation at and
condemned the incident of Shaon, a
youth group worker shot and killed
by the police, while the Foundation
Day anniversary rally of BNP was
being observed at Narayangunj. To
quote him, ‘‘The present day fascist
Awami League Government has
opted for suppression of opposition
views, bring down attacks on and
file cases against opponents, let
loose police atrocities and assaults
by its criminal brigade groups as
well as kill them with impunity.
It has become an everyday
affair for the police and criminal
groups (loyal to the ruling party) to
attack even democratic programmes
like peaceful meetings, rallies and
gatherings. The Government has

resorted to rash means of abducting
political opponents to heckle them.’’
He also said, ‘‘The Awami
League which has been installed in
power through large scale rigging, is
imposing anti-people decisions in the
interest of the big business houses
and destroying all democratic values
and institutions. So, there is no
alternative but to develop powerful
democratic movement and give birth
to political power of the people to
thwart the terrible onslaught of the
fascist rule of the Awami League
has brought down on the life of the
people.’’
He has firmly demanded an
impartial investigation into the
incident of Narayangunj and bring to
book the guilty police officers. At
the same time, he has raised the
demand that police interference in
and attack by ruling party ruffians
on democratic movements should be
stopped immediately.

How tax on oil is decided
in BJP-ruled India
Contd. from page 5

reported that Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance Industries Ltd saw a 46.3
per cent jump in April-June quarter
as robust refining margins due to
intake of cheaper Russian crude
and fuel exports buoyed its dominant
oil-to-chemicals business. The
consolidated profit of Reliance rose
to Rs 179.55 billion ($2.25 billion) in
the three months ended 30 June
2022 compared with Rs 122.73
billion a year earlier. Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), the nation's top
oil firm in public sector, had also
brought as much as 3 million barrels
of crude oil that Russia had offered
at deep discount to prevailing
international rates.
What is not known to many is
that India is a net exporter of
refined products. India exported 5.7
million metric tonnes (MMT) of
petroleum products in May, 6%
higher than in April 2022. Indian
refiners have been working
overtime to meet the soaring fuel
demand. The average run at Indian
refineries has jumped to 110% in
May from 93% a year. In AprilJune, it exported nearly 60% more
products in volume terms than it
imported, with the biggest export
items being diesel, petrol, jet fuel
and naphtha. Indian state-run

refineries took around 60% of the
Russian volumes in July. The biggest
volumes of 250,000 bpd were
discharged at Sikka port, which
serves Ambani-owned Reliance
Industries refining complex in
Jamnagar. It was followed by
Adani-owned Mundra port (240,000
bpd), which has pipeline connection
to HMEL’s Bathinda and Indian
Oil’s Panipat and Mathura
refineries.
So, when the citizens of the
country are bleeding white because
of exorbitant rise in petrol-diesel
entailing phenomenal spurt in
general price line of all essential
items, the two monopoly houses
reportedly close to the ruling party
are reaping huge profit from oil
business. Also, when domestic
supply is squeezed, export of oil is
rising. Moreover, the very fact of
importing Russian oil at a very
cheap price is also suppressed lest
there should be question about retail
tariff being so high. This is how the
BJP government is defrauding
people while ensuring profit splurge
of monopoly tycoons.
(Source--Times of India 17-03-22,
NDTV 19-03-22, The, Economic Times 2706-22,08-08-22, Economic Times Energy
World 23-06-22, The Print 05-09-22,
Statistica.com 04-09-22)
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