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SUCI (Communist)
expresses strong
indignation against
BJP-led central
government for
imposing GST on
poor man’s food
items
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General
Secretary, SUCI (Communist), issued
the following statement on 19 July
2022:
‘‘In ‘Amrit Mahotsav’ of 75 years of
independence, there seems to be no rein
on presenting one after another frightful
‘gifts’ from the storehouse of the BJP
government to the downtrodden millions
who are in deep waters to make both ends
meet because of astronomical price rise of
all essential items including food articles.
The latest one is the fiendish imposition of
5% GST on package rice, parched rice,
pulses, and milk, milk products like prepacked, pre-labelled curd, lassi, and
buttermilk from 18 July 2022. At one
stroke, the prices of these vital food items
have gone up by around 10% adding
perhaps a feather to the cap of the BJP
Finance Minister who has been talking of
bringing down the fiscal deficit through
appropriate fiscal measures which,
evidently, are nothing but to squeeze the
pockets of pauperized people more and
more while the top industrial tycoons
earning Rs 75 to 90 crore per hour and the
142 billionaires who collectively own over
Rs 55 lakh crores remain untouched and
continue to enjoy booming fortunes. This is
how ‘Saab ka Vikas’ (development of all)
is being 'ensured' by the ruling BJP which
glaringly defrauded people by promising
that GST would bring down the prices.
We reiterate once more that crisisstricken dying capitalism which the BJP is
serving as trusted political manager can
offer to the countrymen nothing else but
escalating
oppression,
deception,
deprivation, discrimination and repression.
Contd. on page 6

Give Mass Character
to our Revolutionary Party
[On the eve of commencement of birth centenary of
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, Founder General Secretary,
SUCI(C), an outstanding Marxist thinker of the era, great
leader of the proletariat and our leader, teacher and guide,
we are giving below a free translation of a paragraph from
the recently published work of his in Bengali titled ‘‘Biplabi
Jibon-i Sarbapekhsha Maryadamoy’’ (Revolutionary life is
most honourable) based on his discussion in a School of
Politics in Kolkata in 1974.
Responsibility of translation error and inadequacy of
expression, if any, lies with the Editorial Board of P. Era.]
‘‘Right from the formative days of the Party,
we had given utmost importance on the development
of character of the leaders and cadres. We had given
special emphasis on the ethical side of the communist
character. Without that, the firm base of communist
ideology does not evolve. Now I feel that giving
importance on character was correct but the
emphasis has been one-sided. What we observe
today is that many in the Party wish to give more
emphasis on this only. But let me place before you
what I have been thinking on this. My view is that
there cannot be any slackening on the imperativeness
of character building. But now we are no more in our
earlier stage. Time has come to advance to a higher
stage. Previously, our Party was a propaganda
nucleus or unit. At that time,
the task incumbent on the
Party workers was to
throw an idea and
propagate it with all their
might
and
utmost
dedication. They had been
trying hard to disseminate a
particular thought or idea
among the masses. We
have now crossed that
stage and are on the anvil
of the second stage. At this
second stage, it is not
enough to remain confined
to creating some organized
belts in certain select
pockets. It is a stage when
we need to take initiative
extensively to develop mass
movements and spread our
organization on a massive
scale. Because, now time
has come to transform the
Party into a mass party. At
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this juncture, it is not prudent to devote maximum time
on character building. Now we need to shoulder
another higher responsibility pending which we shall
not be able to save character also. The vigour of our
character will not be sustained if we do not organize
the masses. What is important for us today is to
increase political initiative, stay with the masses,
plunge into movement on any mass issue without
waiting for anyone’s call and thus be at the forefront
by dint of our prompt individual initiative and action.
Though our workers possess character, yet,
comparatively, this ability is lacking very much in
them. This is the main weakness. Seventy five
percent of our problems would be solved if this
weakness is removed in right earnest. Can executives
who are able to shoulder the
responsibility of building up
organization in various
fields, who are competent
to provide political and
organizational leadership,
be produced simply by
conducting study classes?
The present executives are
also the product of a
movement. But at that time,
the movement was mainly
in the form of propaganda.
So, such executives could
be created by conducting
study classes and through
personal association. But
that would not suffice
today. Now we need to
learn how to work with and
within the masses, how to
take initiative to jump into
movement, how to work
preserving our distinct
Contd. on page 2
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An American sees the Soviet Union
By Julius Walstad
(Julius Walstad was the first official delegate to the Soviet Union to be elected by thousands
of American farmers to join the delegation of ‘Friends of the Soviet Union’ to visit Soviet Union.
He visited Soviet farming regions in the Fall of 1934, a year in which severe drought had
occurred in both the USA and the USSR In this pamphlet he reported what he saw as an
American Delegate while visiting the Collective Farms in an unscheduled manner how Soviet
Agriculture was flourishing in socialism. This report is a testimonial of what Soviet socialism
could achieve within 5 years of socialism and is a befitting reply to the canard spread by the
imperialist-capitalist camp against Socialism and great Stalin. This report has been brought out
by the AIKKMS in the form of a pamphlet. With their permission, the report is reproduced below
in instalments as it would help our readers to be acquainted with the remarkable advancement
of Soviet agriculture under Stalin’s leadership. The first instalment was published in Proletarian
Era dated 15 July 2022. This is the second instalment)

The Church and Religion
Before leaving Moscow, I want to say
something about churches in the USSR and about
freedom of religion there. In Leningrad we
attended services at a Greek Catholic church and
in Moscow we went to three Roman Catholic
churches. After a sermon in one of the Moscow
churches the priest, Tschacowe, talked with the
Canadian delegate in French. In answer to the
question, ‘‘Does the Soviet government interfere
in any way with the practice of religion’’? he

replied: ‘‘You can see for yourself that we have
free religion here’’. He also told us that he had
been sent to his post as a missionary from
France. Some of the churches had as many as
eight priests.
Most of the people have, however, lost
interest in the church; instead, they are busy
building factories and improving agriculture so that
all may live well. We asked many people why
they had stopped going to church. They said that
the priests had sided with the Tsar against the
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workers and farmers. In 1921, during the famine,
people petitioned the church to use its great
wealth and its gold to buy food for the hungry.
But the priests answered that the gold belonged
to God and that people asking for such things
should be excommunicated. The church not only
would not feed the starving, but took part in
counter-revolutionary warfare against the
workers and farmers.
Part 1, Chapter 1, Article IV of the
Constitution of the RSFSR, which includes most
of pre-revolutionary Russia, reads as follows:
‘‘For the purpose of assuring real liberty of
conscience to the workers, the church is
separated from the state and the school from the
church; and the right of all citizens to practice
freely any religious belief or to engage in antireligious propaganda remains inviolate.’’
The constitutions of the other Soviet
republics, federated into the USSR, have similar
clauses guaranteeing freedom of conscience.

Planning our Tour
After the celebration, the 156 delegates to
the anniversary from 14 foreign countries met to
map out their tour. We wanted to cover the whole
Soviet Union and decided that each group would
go to a different section. The American and
Canadian farm delegates decided to go to the

Give Mass Character
to our Revolutionary Party
Contd. from page 1

identity, character and political
ideology despite negative criticism
from the opposition forces. If
efficiency is not developed in this
regard, the executives and cadres
needed for steering the process of
transformation of the Party to lead
the mass struggles competently,
would not be created. Now the Party
has become big. It is participating in
many actions and is involved in
various mass activities. So, the scope
for close association with that kind of
properly trained and developed
leaders is either less than before or
nil for many of the comrades. This is
the first point. Some cadres will
always be created. Though these
cadres might be refined in character
but when it comes to political initiative
it would be found that they have not
acquired that acumen, and are not
capable of fulfilling the immediate
requirement of the Party. When
appraised based on one yardstick,
they would be found to be dedicated,
selfless; their concept of life, fighting
zeal, capacity for sacrifice -all this is
for revolution. They are having that
mindset. But they cannot stay with
the masses. Even if they stay, they
only argue or preach sermons. They
try to be so over-educative that
people fight shy of them. If people
come across any of such
argumentative comrades, they think
that now a priest has come to lecture
them. The present generation do not
want to listen to so many things. So,
we are to learn what they want, how

to stay with them, when and in what
way things are to be explained to
them. It is not that since the masses
are to be educated, we would explain
everything in one go, starting from
what is socialism, what is the value
of life to what is known as character,
while people would scratch their
heads and scarcely respond. What
would happen next? Whenever those
persons would see us from afar, they
would start running in the opposite
direction for fear of being lectured
again. And after two or three days
in such a lecturing mode, we shall find
people avoiding us. So, we would
conclude that it is pointless to make
people understand. We are trying so
much but no one cares to lend an ear
to us. No one has a mind to learn. I
say what is the use of trying to make
them understand so many things at a
time? Live with them, remain with
them and you yourself stay
unperturbed. They would understand
slowly. So, you should have patience
and explain the things slowly so that
they can grasp what you say. There
is an old proverb: 'Patience is bitter
but its fruit is sweet'. If we remember
this, we shall be able to function
effectively.
In this regard, we need to know
another thing. Otherwise, everything
would
be
convoluted.
Our
understanding would also not be
proper. It cannot be that a
revolutionary worker would speak
like
a
revolutionary,
raise
revolutionary slogans but conduct
himself in a non-revolutionary

manner. A current is going on in
favour of what is improper and
unjust. In such a situation, a
revolutionary goes against the
current even if he is alone. His
mindset will be to go against the tide.
Human beings have two different
bents of mind. Common people, the
mediocre, have a tendency to move
in the way the wind blows, to rally
behind the dominant trend. In this
way, all boys and girls become
victims of fashion. …This tendency
to imitate is harmful because it allows
copying culture to infiltrate. In that
event, people would hardly remain
unpolluted. If people continue to bask
in imitative propensity, what worth
would they have? That is why, the
Communist Party of China (CPC) in
its Tenth Congress has said that there
are two kinds of people. One kind
who do not blindly follow an
emerging trend but move with proper
understanding and evaluation. The
general mental faculty, the bent of
mind or style of action would be such
that one would go against the current.
That does not mean that if a worthy
current surges forth, one would go
against it. No. If we confuse
between the two, we would not be
able to accept anything positive. In
the Tenth Congress of CPC, this
point has been mentioned to explain
a general faculty. But because of
inappropriate putting, it might appear
that possession of such a bent of
mind has been underscored
irrespective of condition. If the
emerging tide is worthy of

Contd. on page 7

acceptance and conducive to
revolution, should one oppose that?
Surely not. The CPC has also not
intended to say so. In the Tenth
Congress, it is stated that to go
against the current is a MarxistLeninist principle. It is not only a
Marxist-Leninist principle. The bent
of mind of all great men of all ages
had been to go against the current.
There are two kinds of men—one
simply copies while the other creates
something new. One only takes from
the society while the other gives
something back to the society. Both
these kinds of people exist in the
society. Those who always want to
give something to the society have a
bent of mind, a mental trend to go
against the current. They do not fall
victim to the current. This is what the
Tenth Congress of CPC has said
beautifully. From this, one should not
conclude that if there arises a tide of
revolution, a tide of struggle, then the
Marxist-Leninist principle is to go
against it, and we should turn away
from that current.
It is a wrong understanding.
When a revolutionary tide arises,
people jump into that in rows. So
many of them become martyrs. Some
also emerge as leaders in course of
this struggle. At this hour, if the party
which provides leadership does not
fight blindness at every level, fails to
educate the masses, then blindness
and many ill tendencies would lurk
amidst that tide. In that event, even
if revolution is successful, many
difficulties would arise afterwards.
But there is nothing to fear. The
leadership which is alert to
apprehend
such
tendencies
beforehand
is
the
correct
revolutionary leadership.’’
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Why is Sri Lanka on the brink of bankruptcy
Sri Lanka is in the grip of a
grave economic crisis. The country
which was once a case study in the
world of bourgeois economics as
with a high living standard is now
virtually bankrupt. The condition has
gone from bad to worse that the Sri
Lankan President Gotabaya had to
flee the country to evade people’s
wrath.
Though
Ranil
Wickremesinghe, a leader of the
United National Party (UNP), who
had been prime minister of the
country on six occasions and stated
to be very close to the Rajapaksa
family, has taken over as the new
President, it is not going to beget any
succour as the cause of the crumbling
economy lies in the vey capitalist
system itself, now at its dying stage.
Globally, imperialism-capitalism is
sunk in unprecedented market crisis
endemic of the system and facing
surge of massive protests from
people. So, the imperialists are highly
aggressive on weak markets with the
governments there in tow. Any
government irrespective of hue who
intends to serve the decadent
moribund capitalist system, the root
of all evils, cannot but pursue antipeople pro-capitalist policies and
hence cause more misery and penury
to the common masses. So, the
imperialist countries also lost no
chance in exploiting natural
resources of this serenely beautiful
island country by binding the Lankan
government in debt trap. It is the
common toiling Sri Lankan people no
matter which ethnicity, race or
religion they belong to, are paying the
price of prolonged pursuit of avidly
anti-people policy of running a
country on debt. Further, any
government irrespective of hue who
intends to serve the decadent
moribund capitalist system, the root
of all evils, cannot but pursue antipeople, pro-capitalist policies and
hence cause more and more misery
and penury to the common masses.
Sri Lankan problem has to be
understood in this backdrop.

Brief history of emergence of
Sri Lankan Republic
Sri Lanka had achieved political
independence from British colonial
rule in February 1948. Sri Lankan
capitalism grew in the womb of
British
colonial
rule
when
imperialism-capitalism had already
entered its decadent moribund stage,
and was crippled from birth. The Sri
Lankan independence struggle
against the British imperialism, with
both
compromising
and
uncompromising elements and trends
in it, developed as a single struggle of
that country, embracing both the
Sinhala and the Tamil communities.
The Ceylon National Congress
(CNC), a broad platform of varied
forces formed in 1919, was in the

leadership, itself being dominated by
a compromising, yet powerful section
of the rising Sri Lankan national
bourgeoisie. The Sri Lankan national
bourgeoisie which assumed state
power by arrangement, so to say
with the imperialist rulers, it could not
be expected to undertake rapid
industrialisation, modernisation and
mechanisation of agriculture and
thereby give the economy a fillip by
solving the growing unemployment
problem and ensuring availability of
basic necessities to the Sri Lankan
people. It also failed to democratise
the Ceylonese society and resolve
the minority Tamil nationality
problem, On the contrary, the ruling
Sri Lankan bourgeoisie, mortally
afraid of anti-capitalist socialist
revolution, went on trying every
means for further division among
people of Sinhalese and Tamil
nationalities to keep them embroiled
in fratricidal strife. It was so
aggravated that LTTE or the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a
leading militant Tamils’ organization,
launched a war against the Sri
Lankan government in demand for
an independent Tamil
state
comprising the Tamil-dominated
north-eastern parts of the island
country, based on the Tamils’ right to
self-determination. As a result, for
decades together, Sri Lanka had
virtually been known as a country
torn by violent and nearly incessant
strife between the Sinhalese and the
Tamil communities. This civil war
also paved way for imperialist forces
including Indian imperialism and later
Chinese imperialism to meddle into
the internal affairs of the island
country and shattered the Sri Lankan
economy.

Present economic crisis
Facts and figures have also
found place in the media in details.
So, for brevity’s sake, we are
confining only to the key aspects. Sri
Lanka has been having many natural
resources like tea, rubber, spices,
coconuts, etc. These products were
being exported and every finished
product required by the country was
being imported. Basically, it has been
a trading hub. Hence no industry
worth mentioning had developed.
Only tourism industry had flourished
and a few textile mills were set up.
Initially, exports were more or less
balanced by imports. So, there was
no crisis of balance of payments. But
after 1960s the balance shifted.
Import bill started exceeding the
exports. Hence, the rulers of the
country approached International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to step in and
fill in the gap by granting loan
generously. Alongside, initiative was
taken towards adopting policies of
liberalizing the economy. From the
latter half of 1970s, the economy was

unbundled. From 1977 onwards,
successive governments in Sri Lanka
built the country on a precarious
foundation of debt. Ever since Sri
Lanka sought to manage its trade
deficits with increased foreign
borrowings, its external debt started
climbing up. It reached at USD 1
billion in 1977 and then went on rising
to as high as UDS 56 billion in 2020.
81% of this debt was from US,
European imperialists, Japan and
India. China was a late entrant as
debt supplier. Yet there was no step
taken to stem rising imports and
slackening
exports.
Rather
indiscriminate borrowings for funding
big infrastructure projects, which
typically have low yields and long
turnaround times, have tilted the
already fragile foreign exchange
reserves
against
it.
Fiscal
mismanagement and Covid-induced
economic downturn played their part
as well. Sri Lanka, as stated above,
has long relied on foreign tourists and
remittances from its manpower
exports for its dollar earnings. But,
outbreak of Covid 19 effectively put
a stop to that. As a result, the
country’s official reserves fell to
USD 2.36 billion in January 2022.
Known external debt repayments of
Sri Lanka has reached to USD 26
billion (USD 5 billion/year) over the
next five years. This amount
constitutes over 80 per cent of
government revenue in 2020. Sri
Lanka has USD 1 billion bond
repayment due in July 2022. The
country’s official reserves fell to
USD 2.36 billion in January 2022. Its
forex reserves fell to USD1.93 billion
at the end of March this year. How
could it meet its debt repayment
obligations with this paltry reserve, let
alone fund fresh imports? So, the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka has
announced its decision to unilaterally
suspend external debt repayments of
USD 51 billion. Additionally, it is
seeking immediate help from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
to manage the balance of payment
situation. On the other hand, inflation
rate has been spiralling towards 50%
along with shortages of medicines,
milk powder, cooking gas, kerosene,
electricity and other essential items.
The number of unemployed persons
is estimated as 441,997 during the
fourth quarter of 2020. Now it is
much more. Sri Lanka is a classic
twin deficits economy which signals
that a country’s national expenditure
exceeds its national income, and that
its production of tradable goods and
services is inadequate. In fact, Sri
Lanka is now facing the double
whammy of high debt and rising
prices coupled with widespread
shortages of food, medicines and fuel
sparking nationwide protests from the
suffering citizens. The money

borrowed obviously has not been
used for peoples welfare or
economic recovery but, as it appears,
has been embezzled.

Intervention of
imperialist powers
It bears recall that way back in
1983, Sri Lanka had to devalue its
currency to the extent of quarter of
its previous worth, and opted for so
called ‘open economy’ on the model
of Singapore to make the economy a
free-field for foreign finance capitals,
particularly of the multinationals of
the West. India, Japan, US and EU
countries have economic interest in
Sri Lanka, each having dominance at
a particular historic period. In the
past, Sri Lanka’s weak tax revenue
was compensated by generous
concessional aid from traditional
donors—namely western imperialist
powers and Japan. These aid flows
had helped finance development
(read patronage) programmes to
keep the country away from the
socialist bloc. But after sad collapse
of Soviet socialism, shifting
development
priorities
have
significantly reduced these funds.
Later China, which has emerged as
a formidable imperialist power after
counter-revolution, also embarked on
a plan to extend its sphere of
influence.
More
and
more
infrastructure projects including the
multi-billion-dollar Hambantota port
and Colombo-Galle Express way
were awarded to China. These
projects are termed as ‘White
elephants’ which bled Sri Lankan
economy white. Pertinent to mention
here that over the last decade China
has lent Sri Lanka more than $5
billion for the construction of
highways, ports, an airport and a coal
power plant. Forty-seven percent of
Sri Lanka's external debt stock is
owed to international capital markets,
22% is held by multilateral
development banks, followed by
Japan having 10% of Sri Lankan
external debt. Chinese debt and
equity in Sri Lanka had been funding
over 50 projects worth more than
USD 11 billion up to 2017. Moreover,
interests on some Chinese loans are
as high as 6.5 per cent compared to
2.5-3 per cent for Asian
Development Bank loans. And now,
China has provided the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka with a UDS 1.5 billion
swap (currency swap is an
agreement in which two parties
exchange the principal amount of a
loan and the interest in one currency
for the principal and interest in
another currency) and a USD 1.3
billion syndicated loan to the
government. It is also reportedly
considering to offer the island nation
a USD 1.5 billion credit facility and a
separate loan of up to USD 1 billion.
Contd. on page 4
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Sri Lanka

Depleted foreign currency reserve coupled
with huge debt default have crippled economy
Contd. from page 3

In other words, China wants to
forestall increased influence of India
and Western imperialists on that
country. Former President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa was, of late, reported to
be keen on improving relations with
the Western powers in order to dispel
the pro-China image of his
government.
India is also equally active to
woo Sri Lanka to its side. India has
been a major trade partner. India's
capitalist
economicpolitical
aspirations reflected in the Indo- Sri
Lankan accord of 1987 and the Free
Trade Agreement of 2000. India is
the fourth largest investor in Sri
Lanka. All the major Indian
corporate houses have investments
there. India has already extended
over USD 3 billion to the cashstrapped country through currency
swaps, credit lines (a form of
unsecured personal loan that allows
one country to borrow money from
others when they need it, pay it back,
and borrow more without having to
qualify for another loan) for importing
essential items including food and
medicine. At a hearing of Sri Lanka's
Parliamentary Committee on Public
Enterprises in June last, the Ceylon
Electricity Board Chairman MMC
Ferdinando said that Former
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa had
told him that Indian PM Modi was
insisting that a 500-megawatt wind
power plant project be allotted to the
Adani Group. Though he retracted
from his statement later for
whatsoever reason, the issue did not
die down. The controversy erupted
after the Sri Lankan Parliament
passed an amendment to the 1989
Electricity Act to remove the
provision of competitive bidding to
award power projects. The
opposition alleged that the main
reason to amend the Act was to
make way for the ‘‘unsolicited’’
Adani deal. Even Gautam Adani, the
chairman of the Adani Group during
his visit to Sri Lanka in last October
said that he was looking forward to
‘‘other infrastructure partnerships’’
with the country apart from the
Colombo port project. Needless to
say, that the so-called financial
assistance in the form of loans by the
imperialist powers have not been acts
of philanthropy but a calculated ploy
to establish their economic-political
hold on this troubled country.

Sri Lanka chauvinism has been
mainstay in Sri Lankan
bourgeois politics
The Sri Lanka chauvinism has
become the mainstay in the Sri
Lankan politics for long, being
practised by all the bourgeois and

petty-bourgeois forces just as
communalism, casteism, regionalism
and other parochial divisiveness are
ruling the roost in capitalist India. The
ethnic conflict became the rationale
for state intervention in the economy,
including a major boost in military
expenditure. The motive and
objective are the same for the ruling
capitalist classes of both the
countries—to drive a wedge
between the oppressed and exploited
people of different communities so
that they cannot stand up united in
their movement against capitalist
exploitation, and draconian laws can
be introduced on the plea of
containing ethnic troubles and
thereby give a lease of life to
moribund capitalism, further the
parliamentary parties defending and
protecting the moribund capitalist
system play upon these divisions
among the people, engineered and
fostered even with the help of state
machinery to reap dividends in petty
parliamentary politics.

A feuding ruling dynasty drove
Sri Lanka to ruination
For the last two decades, the
Rajapaksa family dynasty has held
power over Sri Lankan politics.
Mahinda Rajapaksa was elected as
president in 2005 and the family
began to dominate the political
landscape. It was during Mahinda’s
10-year rule (2005-2015) that Sri
Lanka heavily tilted towards China.
The dynasty, too, began rampantly
borrowing, first to pay for Sri Lanka’s
three-decade long civil war against
Tamil minority separatists, which was
brought to a brutal end in 2009, then
for a ‘‘super-growth’’ development
spree of roads, airports, stadiums and
power grids. GDP grew from USD
20bn to UDS 80bn but more than
USD 14bn was borrowed in the
process, and all the Rajapaksas
became mired in accusations of vastscale corruption, from bribes to
money
laundering.
Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, the fugitive ex-President,
is a former military officer who has
also served as secretary to the
Ministry of Defence and Urban
Development when Mahinda was the
country’s president. Gotabaya came
to power in the November 2019
presidential
election.
The
Rajapaksa’s grasp over the
government tightened further after
their party, Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) swept the 2020
parliamentary elections. Mahinda
Rajapaksa became Prime Minister.
Tightening his grip over the small
nation, PM Mahinda brought two
relatives to the Sri Lankan Cabinet,
which means there were four
Rajapaksas in the 26-member
Cabinet.

Flawed policies of the
Gotabaya government
A series of missteps by the
Gotabaya government aggravated an
already
precarious
economic
situation. In its desire to become the
first nation in the world to go
completely ‘‘organic,’’ the Sri
Lankan government in April 2021
banned the import of all chemical
fertilizers and pesticides without
listening to the country’s agricultural
scientists but paying heed to the ill
advices of quacks masquerading as
experts. The Gotabaya Rajapaksa
government argued that it would
mitigate to a large extent Sri Lanka’s
foreign exchange crisis, as well as
stem the rise in food prices owing to
the lockdowns and other disruptions
induced by Covid-19. The decision
had catastrophic consequences.
Farm yields fell by a whopping 33 per
cent and Sri Lanka, which used to be
self-sufficient in paddy cultivation,
had to import rice from its
neighbouring countries to make up
for the shortfall. Tea production and
export, a traditional foreign exchange
earner, also declined substantially. Sri
Lanka's two million farmers have
been protesting for months against
the government’s decision to
suddenly go ‘‘organic’’ and the
subsequent order banning the import
of chemical fertilisers in April 2021.
Next, Gotabaya government
had imposed a slew of import
controls. Besides chemical fertilizers,
the government banned the import of
luxury vehicles, chemical fertilisers
and spices like turmeric to prevent
foreign currency outflows. Import
ban on motor vehicles came into
effect in March 2020. Before the
ban, Sri Lanka was spending around
USD 400 million annually on fertiliser
imports. Vehicle imports were worth
USD 1.5 billion. For a country like Sri
Lanka, which has traditionally
depended on large-scale imports for
most essential supplies, the sudden
reversal of policy led to
unprecedented problems. It crippled
the manufacturing industries sector,
especially apparels for which even
buttons were imported. Overnight,
people were staring at acute
shortages, serpentine queues for
petrol, diesel and cooking gas, and
restrictions on the quantities of food
items one could buy. Pharmacies, too,
were running low on essential lifesaving drugs as 80 per cent of the
medicines in the country were
imported. But the tipping point came
when rolling power cuts, sometimes
more than 10 hours a day, were
imposed island-wide. Then was
Gotabaya’s decision to cut down
taxes particularly of the corporates.
The tourism industry tycoons were
blessed with 60% tax reduction. That
devastated the already fragile
economy and severely dented Sri
Lanka’s economic recovery. The tax
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cuts reduced the number of
registered taxpayers in the country
by 35 per cent, leading to galloping
rise in cost of living. The move
caused revenues to fall to a historical
low of 9 per cent of the GDP. The
ongoing crisis in Sri Lanka, which is
the worst in the history of the
country, is, besides being a fallout of
dying capitalism, further worsened by
ruining policies of the government
which ignored warning signs visible
for more than a year.

Faces of the rulers changed
but not the colour
Obviously,
people’s
accumulated grievance, wrath and
inability to bear with savage assault
on their economic life were
articulated in the form of
countrywide movement. Protests
started in the capital, Colombo, in
April and spread across the country.
People have been struggling with
daily power cuts and shortages of
basics such as fuel, food and
medicines. The lack of fuel has
caused petrol and diesel prices to rise
dramatically.
In late June, the government
banned the sale of petrol and diesel
for non-essential vehicles for two
weeks. Sales of fuel remain severely
restricted. Schools have closed, and
people have been asked to work
from home to help conserve supplies.
People became so desperate to bring
down the Gotabaya regime that they
stormed his official palatial residence
in Colombo on 9 July after months of
mounting public anger. Sensing
danger, President Rajapaksa resigned
after fleeing to Singapore. Before
stepping down, he made Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
acting president. Wickremesinghe
declared a state of emergency across
the country and imposed a curfew in
the western province while he tries
to stabilise the situation. He also
appointed Dinesh Gunawardena, a
Rajapaksa ally, as the new Prime
Minister and also swore in 17 other
cabinet ministers, most of whom
were ministers in Gotabaya's regime
also. In one of the largest antigovernment demonstrations in the
crisis-hit island nation, thousands of
protesters marched down the streets
of Colombo's government district,
shouting slogans against the president
and tearing down barricades, news
agency Reuters reported. Police
deployed tear gas and water
cannons, but were unable to quell the
unrest. Hundreds of protesters forced
into Ranil's s office also, amid calls
for his resignation. The new
President lost no time to bare his
fascistic face. At midnight on 22 July
last, the military and police armed
with riot gear violently descended on
the protest camps, indiscriminately
beating and assaulting everyone and
everything in their way, dismantling
Contd. on page 6
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Renowned educationists denounce distortion
of history by BJP government and RSS
Renowned educationists, eminent historians and
democratic-minded intellectuals are outraged at the
way the BJP-led central government is out to distort
history in the name of rewriting it and thereby
depriving the students from knowing the truth. In a
webinar on the issue held on 24 July 2022, they
vehemently criticized this sinister move. Inaugurating
the webinar, Shri Prakash N Shah, President of All
India Save Education Committee, a distinguished
intellectual and front-ranking crusader against the
hideous education policy of the government, said that
India consists of its entire people and not a particular
section of people from any region, caste or religion.
He further said that the way history is used as an
ideological weapon to propagate sectarian views by
the present government is of grave concern. Their
interpretation of history is narrow, partial, sectarian,
fanatical and semi-pervert. This is an ideological
calamity and a danger to formation of an all-inclusive
society.
Prof Irfan Habib, a Historian of international
repute pointed out that history of a country is its
national memory. History of a country cannot be that
of only rulers and priests but of all people. The
cardinal principle of history is accuracy of facts and
comprehensiveness of presentation. There may be
difference of opinion among historians but they all
base their finding on evidence, facts and reasoning.
The new thing that is being promoted now is myths
mixed with facts and presented as history. The
present syllabus says ‘‘We are Aryans, we went and
peopled the world’’. The racial theory of Aryans and
non-Aryans has been discredited throughout world,
but the present government and its ally RSS still
proclaim like the Nazis in the superiority of Aryans
and contempt for non-Aryans. The general consensus
of historians, anthropologists, linguistics and
geneticists is that Indo-Aryan (an ethnic group based
on language) migrated to India after the decline of
Harappan civilization. But the RSS and its partners
say that there was no migration to India and the
Harappan civilization was also Vedic civilization. This
is total misrepresentation of evidence and distortion of
history with an ulterior motive. They have also
distorted the medieval history of India. The rulers of
medieval period have been labelled as foreigners
which is not true as they came from a foreign land
but settled here, ruled here, collected revenue and
used it here only, unlike the Britishers. This
misrepresentation is totally mischievous. In national
freedom movement the role of Savarkar has been
glorified but the facts are that Savarkar had rendered
apologies to British Government thrice. The role of
Savarkar and Viswa Hindu Parishad in freedom
movement was that of divisiveness. He appealed to
all historians of India and asserted ‘‘To oppose
falsified version of history and to stand up for the
integrity of the profession. Indian history will be
defended by Indian Historians.’’
Prof Ram Punyani, retired Professor of IIT,
Mumbai said that saffronization and communalisation
On 17 July 2022
AIDSO, Chhattisgarh, protests
closure and
privatization of government
schools. Students from Dhamtari,
Bilaspur, Raipur, Gariaband and
Mungli participated

of history started from the days of Vajpayee-led BJP
government. They label all Hindu kings of medieval
period as nationalists and all Muslim kings as
foreigners and aggressors. Kings of medieval period
irrespective of their religion were of same character
that is to rule their kingdom and expand their kingdom.
Some were liberal and some despotic. The
administrators, head of army or commanders, or
advisors of Hindu kings were Muslims and vice versa.
Medieval period was a period of religious synthesis.
There was no large-scale religious conversion during
that period. It is wrong to look at history from a
communal angle. The syncretic tradition in religion
during that period like the Bhakti or Sufi movement
has not been given importance.
Professor A. Karunanandan, retired professor
from Chennai, said, ‘‘History is not an unalterable
scripture. There may be inadequacies, commissions or
omissions in history. Rewriting of history should be
done by the academic deliberations and not by
bureaucrats or politicians.’’ He further said that the
present rewriting of history is tampering with facts
and distortion of history. This is being done with a
hidden political agenda and dismantling very
foundation of modern India based on secular, federal,
liberal and democratic values. It is an irrational
imposition through UGC rather than an academic
deliberation and consensus by experts in the field.
India is a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-linguistic
entity. It is a land of unity in diversity. It is irrational
and unscientific to say that our culture is only from
one source that is Vedic. The contention that there
was no pre-Vedic period and to predate Vedic period
to 10,000 BC is false and not based on evidence. We
are all immigrants starting from the hunter gatherers
who came to this part of Asia around 55,000 years
back. Then the growth of farming and Indus Valley
civilization, then the Indo-Aryan or Vedic migration
around 1500 BC after the decline of Indus valley
civilization. The Dravidian civilization which existed
before the Vedic civilization is not recognised in the
present rewriting of history. The recent excavations in
South India around Vaigai basin shows the features of
Dravidian civilization similar to that of Indus Valley
civilization. We have four distinct language groups in
India—Dravidian, Sanskrit, Austro-Asiatic and SinoTibetan language groups. Indian culture is not all
Vedic but a synthesis of many migrating populations,
cultures, ethnic groups, languages, etc. The unitary
concept imposed upon is politically designed.
Professor Anita Rampal, retired Professor from
Delhi University outlined the methodology for
developing textbooks. She gave importance to critical
pedagogy that is to inculcate critical thinking, not to
look at things from a personal perspective and getting
around personal prejudices. History textbooks should
be written with an intent for social learning, to
question common sense, challenge or question existing
knowledge and to be inquisitive, she added. The aim
should be to make children sensible, reasonable and
Contd. on page 8

BJP government’s
edict on ban of
‘unparliamentarian
words’
In parliamentary democracy, it is
expected that the elected representatives
of the people will have their say on
whatever
turns
them
vocal—
government’s policies, decisions or
conduct of any legislator or minister
maintaining due decency and decorum. If
they stir up too great an uproar and a
pandemonium is created inside the House,
then they may be restrained. But their
freedom to express views cannot be
curtailed. But, the BJP-led Central
government like fascist autocracy has
been merrily trampling underfoot even the
barest precepts of democracy. Of late,
they have banned use of as many as 329
words (151 English and 178 Hindi) as
unparliamentary. Among the banned
words, some are most common like
‘abused’,
‘ashamed’,
‘bloodshed’,
‘anarchist’, ‘corrupt’, etc. Among Hindi
words deemed objectionable are ‘gaddar’
(traitor) ‘girgit’ (chameleon), ‘behri
sarkar’ (a deaf government), ‘danga’
(riot), ‘jumlajeebi’ (thriving on false
promises), etc. Obviously, the objective is
to debar the opposition members from
criticizing the government.
It is worth noting that the words
earmarked now as ‘unconstitutional’ or
‘unparliamentary’ are those commonly
used by the opposition against Modi and
his government, though BJP leaders are
known to have themselves used some of
them when they were in opposition. Also,
not long back, Home Minister himself has
used the word Jumla (false promise) in
media glare whereas the Prime Minister
had used a word Andolanjeebi
(movement-mongers) to deride the
opposition.
Moreover,
the
BJP
government
has
also
prohibited
demonstration, dharna and hunger strike
within the Parliament premises by the
opposition seemingly to ensure that
globally, the BJP could project itself as a
‘protest-less’ government. These are all
aimed at gagging voice of protest or
dissent which is an essential component of
parliamentary democracy as enunciated
by the its founding fathers. So, it is
obvious that based on the strength of a
brute majority which the BJP enjoys in
Parliament, it is treading the path of
stripping parliamentary democracy of
what little of it is still in vogue.
To resist such despotic undemocratic
measures, what is needed is a powerful
organised sustained movement of the
common
people
under
correct
revolutionary leadership. It leaves no
doubt that it is only through organised
people’s resistance movement, such
systematic and persistent curtailment of
what little of democratic norms and
practices are still prevalent in the country.
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AIKKMS opposes formation of MSP
committee with known RSS-BJP activists
In a statement dated 19-07-22, Comrades Satyawan, and
Shankar Ghosh, President and General Secretary respectively of
AIKKMS said:
‘‘The MSP Committee formed by the BJP-led central government
on 18 July last comprises names of five persons all of whom are either
BJP or RSS activists. They are the supporters of three Black Farm Laws
which the peasants fought heroically against and forced the government
to repeal.
To appoint such a committee with persons who are not peasants is
nothing but an abject betrayal to the cause of the peasants.
We demand a genuine pro-people, pro-peasants committee which will
evaluate the condition of the peasantry scientifically and ensure
government procurement of all agricultural produce at a MSP (Minimum
Support Price) calculated on the C2+50% (i.e. one time and a half of the
total cost of production) basis.
We urge upon the people to come forward and help actively to
achieve this democratic demand.’’

BJP’s ‘caring bonhomie’ with the
ruthlessly oppressed and abjectly
poor tribal populace!
Doublespeak has reached its
pinnacle with the BJP leadership. In
2016, BJP Prime Minister Modi said:
‘‘Nobody in this country should have
the right to snatch the land of tribals,
nobody should get a chance (to do
this).
This is our commitment. The
government is in favour of taking the
strongest possible action in that
direction and we are also doing
that...Similarly, tribals should also get
the right to land (aadivaasiyon ko
jameen kaa haq bhi milna chaahiye)
because land is their life, forest is
their life.’’ However, the same Modiled BJP government has now devised
new rules to let private developers
cut down forests without first
ensuring the consent of the forest
dwellers. The new rules allow the
union government to permit the
clearing of a forest before consulting
the people living in it, forcing the hand
of the concerned state government to
secure consent from tribal and other
forest-dwelling communities.
Earlier, the union government
was required to verify the consent of
the forest dwellers and ensure
recognition of their rights over the
forestland
before
approving
handovers for private projects. Now,
it can approve the handover of the
forest and collect payment for
compensatory afforestation from the
private developer even before the
state government has settled forest
dwellers’ rights and ensured their
consent for the project. This rule goes
against the tribal affairs ministry’s
advice in December 2015: ‘‘It is
essential that the Gram Sabha's
decision under the FRA, as well as
its certificate that the forest rights
recognition process is complete, be
taken into account prior to Stage II

clearances which will inform and
enrich the decision-making process
of the MOEFCC.’’
It bears recall that in Hasdeo
Aranya forest in Chhattisgarh, plots
of 32 villagers — who held Individual
Forest Rights (IFR)— had been
taken away by the Adani Group by
getting tribal farmers to sign on
notary affidavits in 2020.
Amid the ongoing resistance
against mining in the region, villagers
of the Hasdeo Aranya forest in
Chhattisgarh alleged that their land
was acquired illegally. The area,
which falls in Surguja district and
spans over 1,70,000 hectares of rich
biodiversity, had been coveted by the
Adani Group for coal mining. The
forests had not been listed as a
protected area - a conservation
reserve or a wildlife sanctuary —
giving corporates a chance to stake
their claim in the region. An
investigation conducted by a team of
the Surguja district administration
also admitted that Adani group had
illegally acquired the land of 32
farmers of Ghatbarra in Udaipur
tehsil.
Perhaps for facilitating tribal
land grab by the Adani group, stated
to be very close to the BJP PM, the
rule is now going to be changed much
to the detriment of the interest of the
poor tribal people and in a show of
clear volte face by the BJP
leadership. Is it for this reason,
among others, that the ruling BJP and
its leaders are pretending caring
bonhomie with the oppressed tribal
people by highlighting nomination of
Draupadi Murmu, born in a tribal
family but aligned with reactionary
bourgeois politics as President of the
country?
(Source : Indian Express 26-10-16,
Newsclick-07-09-20, Newslaundry 07-07-22)
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Bhagat
Singh
Akhbar
Hawkers’
Union
affiliated to
AIUTUC,
observed birth anniversary of martyr Chandra Sekhar Azad,
compatriot of Bhagat Singh, in Gwalior, MP on 23 July 2022

Sri Lanka

Corrupt dynasty rule and imperialist
intervention have wreaked havoc
Contd. from page 4

the tents in which protestors had
been sleeping for over three months.
All access points to the protest site
were blocked ahead of the raid.
Eyewitness accounts and media
reports say that the military attacked
many protesters, especially those
trying to film the developments.
Soldiers broke apart ‘one tent after
the other’ in the stretch leading to
Presidential
Secretariat
and
dismantled the protest
site.
Protesters had been caught off-guard
as they could not understand the
reasons behind such an attack. There
was no warning given to vacate the
area by the military and police
personnel before the use of brute
force against the protestors.
Sustain struggling unity, develop
people’s political power
In an immediate sense, people
have been responding to severe
political malpractice and economic
mismanagement by the Rajapaksa
government. Notably, all the
agitations which emanated six
months back are centring only on one
demand, ‘President and Prime
Minister to step down’. No demand
to rollback their pro-capitalist policies
which dipped Sri Lanka into the
murky unfathomable crisis has been
raised or come to the forefront. In
fact, protest movements in Sri Lanka
have historically taken place in bursts
and have been shaped by crises. At
critical moments the people have
thrown
out
the
incumbent
authoritarian or otherwise unpopular
regimes. There has been change of
heads but the capitalist system
remained unscathed. So, do not
deeper crises await the suffering Sri
Lankan people who have now risen
above all divides, religious and ethnic
differences to unleash such a
massive,
peaceful
protest
movement? They have understood
from their experience that growing

hardship is sparing no community or
group. In such a situation, can merely
a change of government really solve
their problems with exploitative
system remaining intact? No.
Because, it does not change the
coercive pillars of the capitalist state
or the fundamental laws of operation
of capitalist economy. Of course, the
vested interests and parliamentary
parties will try to usurp fruits and
terminate such massive upsurge into
parliamentary ends. But struggling
Sri Lankan people must not fall in
that trap. Our fervent appeal to the
Sri Lankan people is to deeply probe
into their problems. Emancipation lies
in revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism. But that would not come
by unless there is a conscious effort
fulfilling all requirement. With
volcanic eruption of people's anger
and hatred, the objective condition is
ripening fast. But the subjective
condition i.e., establishment of
ideological and organizational
leadership of a correct communist
party on the masses is still wanting.
If there is a correct communist party,
strengthen it. If not, release the
struggle to build up such a
revolutionary party to realize the
cherished objective. But right at this
hour, it is of utmost importance to
preserve struggling unity of the
people, sustain organized democratic
movement and escalate it, evolve
people’s power by forming people's
struggle committees so that those
could be conducive to revolutionary
movement when that would break
out. History has adjured that task to
all toing millions round the world
including Sri Lanka.
(Source: The Print 15-08-20, 10-0921, 16-03-22, 26-04-22, The Wire-04-09-20,
09-04-22, 11-05-22, Outlook-26-03-22,
Economic Times-29-03-22, The Week 0304-22,
IndiaToday-05-04-2022,
The
Statesman 20-04-22, 10-05-22, India Forum
20-05-22, scroll.in 12-06-22, The Guardian07-07-22,
Indian
Express-10-07-22,
Amnesty.org 22-07-22, ABP 22-07-22)

SUCI (C) expresses strong indignation
against imposing GST on poor man’s food items
Contd. from page 1

So, unless the suffering millions
in right earnest dispel all hesitations
and vacillations, close their rank,
cement their fighting unity and burst
forth in powerful organized
prolonged movement under correct

revolutionary leadership against this
tyrannically exploitative capitalist
system and its bootlickers, the ruling
quarters would run its ruthlessly
oppressive steamroller unabated to
bring more misery to their life.’’
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Gujarat SUCI(C) demands strict
implementation of liquor prohibition rule
On 25 July, a pathetic hooch tragedy in the
rural areas of Ahmedabad and Botad districts of
Gujarat took away many lives and warranted
hospital admission of many more. In spite of
existence of a Liquor Prohibition rule in the state,
such incidents of loss of lives because of
consumption of poisoned liquor is increasing. This
does raise a question mark about the intention of
BJP government and its administration. This latest
tragedy has exposed the nexus of the government,

its administration, liquor-making companies and
bootleggers. SUCI(C) has sent a fact-finding
committee on 27 July to conduct an on-the-spot
enquiry. Reflecting people’s voice, the Gujarat
SUCI(C) has demanded— 1.Stringent punishment
of the officials responsible for these tragedy. 2.
Appropriate compensation to the family of the
deceased and providence of free treatment of
other affected people. 3. Strict implementation of
Liquor Prohibition Policy

An American sees the Soviet Union
Contd. from page 2

Ukraine because it suffered a drought this year
like our own western area. In the United States
we had read that hundreds of thousands of people
were starving in the Ukraine. We selected our own
route and our own stopping places. In many places
we took the farmers by surprise. There was no
attempt to tell us where to go or to put on a show
for us. One of the farms we visited had never
before received a foreign delegation. We picked
the farms hardest hit by the drought so that we
could report the worst conditions. Before I
describe the farms we visited, it is necessary to
give. a picture of the whole farm problem. Russian
agriculture before the revolution was almost as
backward as in the Middle Ages.
Plenty of farmers used a wooden plough and
had no horses or cows. The horseless farmers
were forced to hire out to landlords and rich
farmers, whom the Russians called kulaks. (Kulak
means a fist in Russian.) There were almost no
schools. Doctors were hundreds of miles apart,
and when a baby was born, an old midwife was
the only help a mother had. Very few men in the
village might be able to read. One of those would
become the ‘‘reader’’ and would read the notices
of the authorities or write their letters for the
peasants. Even in 1920 only 32% of the whole
population of the country could read and write.
When the Revolution started, the peasants
moved in on the big landowners. Most of these
fled the country. Altogether, two hundred and fifty
million acres of farm land held by the monasteries
and the landlords were turned over for the use of
the poor farmers. Today the law of the land
provides that land is for the users of the land. It
has been nationalized and cannot be bought or sold
but any citizen without capital can find land or join
a collective farm or work on a state farm
(Soukhoz) if he wants to farm. A farmer is taxed
only according to what he can produce in any
given locality. In drought years or for any other
natural causes of crop failure no taxes are levied.
This is a sort of income tax based on what he can
produce on a given area of land. They do not have
to pay our charges of rent, mortgage interest,
taxes, etc., etc. Only the Russian farmers have
never heard of ‘‘evictions’’ or foreclosures. Land
is for use, not for sale. It is really a natural
resource and is treated that way.
For the first ten-twelve years after the
Revolution Mr. Kulak had to be put up with. He
was a shrewd customer and had gotten most of
the bigger farm machinery in the community. He
had always acted as straw boss for the Baron and
the landlord, and he knew how to run and repair
the old-fashioned thrashers and engines. At that
time Russia was desperate. Food was scarce and
there was an iron ring of armies around her

borders trying to break down the new government.
So Mr. Kulak was allowed to continue. About 7%
in the village were of this type. And they hired poor
farmers and did custom work as of old. As late as
1928, 27% of the farmers had no working cattle or
farm implements and 47% had only ploughs. Onetenth of the spring field crops were still cultivated
with the sokha or wooden plough, three-fourths of
the area in these crops was sown by hand, one
third was harvested with sickle and scythe, and
40% was thrashed by flail. The counterrevolutionary armies were defeated. The Soviet
government won the recognition of the world. Then
it began its own housecleaning. New agricultural
methods, new tractors were brought in from the
United States. But they were not given to the
kulaks.
Producers’ cooperatives were formed by
poor farmers. They are known there as
‘‘Collectives’’ or in Russian ‘‘Kolkhozes’’. Modern
thrashing machines and finally combines began to
buzz around the villages. Farmers no longer had to
work for Mr. Kulak. They could borrow capital of
their own and get farm equipment from the Soviet
government. Every village hated the kulaks for
almost every family had tasted the whip of the old
order in the hands of some local kulak. From then
on Mr. Kulak rapidly lost out.
Today 90 per cent of the sown area of the
Soviet Union is handled by collective and state
farms. All thrashing is done by machine. From
1928 to 1932 tractors increased from 26,700 to
148,500. Soviet tractor plants produced 78,300
tractors in 1933 and approximately 92,500 in 1934.
At the end of 1932, the close of the first Five-Year
Plan, the national inventory of agricultural
equipment and machinery had increased 57.9%
over 1928.
During the last few years there has been a
great rush of farmers to join collectives; they saw
their increased production, the shorter working
hours, the cultural advantages of group life, schools
and theatres and better houses which these
collectives were able to build. Collectivization
made it much easier to eliminate illiteracy. In 19311932 three million farmers studied in rural schools
for this purpose, and from 1919 to 1934 45,000,000
people have learned to read and write. By 1933
90% of the people could read and write.
Beginning January 1, 1935, an important step
has been taken. Bread cards will no longer be
required from buyers. During times of shortage the
bread card system was developed in order to see
that everyone got his share but no more. Now that
there is no longer any shortage at all, the bread
card has been done away with. This is a sign of
the success of the collective farms.
(To be continued)
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Comrade Dilip Bhattacharya
passes away
Comrade Dilip Bhattacharya, former
member of West Bengal State Committee
and the first Secretary
of Jalpaiguri District
Committee, breathed
his last on 3 July last at
Jalpaiguri
Super
Speciality Hospital. He
was 82. Comrade Dilip
B ha t t a c ha r ya ’s
contribution in building Party organisation
initially in North Bengal, including in
Jalpaiguri was immense. A very meritorious
student, he had arrived in Kolkata from
erstwhile East Pakistan as refugee and after
passing Higher Secondary examination, he
joined Jalpaiguri Government Engineering
College. There through a family connection,
he got acquainted with departed Comrade
Sudhir Pal and developed keen attraction
towards Comrade Shibdas Ghosh Thought.
That very year, after Jalpaiguri was
devastated by a terrible flood, relief work
was taken up at the initiative of Comrade
Dilip Bhattacharya and organisational works
started then at Kadobari and Boalmari areas
and gradually spread to Jalpaiguri proper and
Rajgunj block, followed by Dhupguri,
Falakata, Mainaguri, etc. Comrade Dilip
Bhattacharya also succeeded in developing
labour union in Government Agricultural farm
at Mohitnagar and achieved demands raised
by the workers. At his initiative, Party unit
and trade union were developed at Ramjhora
Tea Garden. In1980, North Bengal Jute
Workers’ Struggle Committee was formed
under the leadership of Comrade
Bhattacharya. An intense struggle ensued
under the aegis of the Committee in
Jalpaiguri, Kochbihar and a part of
Darjeeling, demanding fair price of jute. At
that time, as the lone party whole-timer there,
he happily took up a life of struggle that was
arduous, difficult and laborious. He was
dedicated, skilful and systematic in
performing whatever work he took up. He
possessed the ability to take quick decisions
and carry them out effectively with courage.
He succeeded in attracting many people by
his very unassuming nature and developed
character. In 1988, at the first State
conference of West Bengal, he was elected
a member to West Bengal state committee
and afterwards given state level responsibility
of building up AIKKMS.
On 4 July when the departed leader’s
body was brought to the district office,
leaders from Jalpaiguri, Coochbehar,
Alipurduar, and Darjeeling districts along with
party workers and supporters, well-wishers
and leaders of different parties offered
garlands in tribute. At the demise of
Comrade Dilip Bhattacharya, Party has lost
a dedicated leader and the people have lost
someone very close to them.
A memorial meeting was held on 24
July at Jalpaiguri city addressed by Comrade
Saumen Basu, Polit Bureau member.
Red Salute Comrade Dilip Bhatttacharya
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A section of the
massive gathering at
BMA Milanayatan
Hall, Dhaka, on the
occasion of first
death anniversary of
Comrade Mubinul
Haider Chowdhury,
Founder General
Secretary of
Bangladesh
Samajtantrik Dal
(Marxist), on 15 July
2022.
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), offering revolutionary tribute in Kolkata. Comrade Provash Ghosh also addressed the
gathering on line. Among others who spoke were Prof Sirajul Islam Chowdhury, Professor Emeritus of Dhaka University and leaders of various
leftist organizations. Comrade Masud Rana, co-ordinator, BASAD (Marxist), presided over.

SUCI(C) condemned banning dharna, in parliament premises and ban of so called
unparliamentary words as further curtailment of democratic norms and rights
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI(C), issued the following statement on 16 July 2022:

With a view to further tightening the noose of fascist autocracy, the BJP-government has marked a slew of common words and sentences used
in registering protests and dissents as unparliamentary in the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. These words or sentences, if used, might not only be expunged
from the proceedings but even invite punitive action. Alongside, the government has issued an order prohibiting the members of both houses of
Parliament from using the parliament premises for demonstration, dharna, strike or fasting. Riding on brute majority in the houses, the ruling BJP in avid
subservience of the class interest of the ruling monopolists is stripping parliamentary democracy virtually of all its essence leaving only a façade of it
and feign to the world how Indian democracy is operative in a peaceful and disciplined manner.
We vehemently condemn these despotic measures and once again call upon all democratic-minded people to organize themselves in powerful
movement to stop this systematic curtailment of whatever little of democratic norms and practices are still in existence.
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empathetic to past memories and present conditions. History is the collective
memory of a society. The erasing or distortion of history is not acceptable. The
bubble chamber that we live in is of fake news. The more lie they propagate is to
create more addiction. The fabrication and falsification of history should be opposed
by raising our voice.
Professor Pradeep Mohapatra the moderator of the webinar, concluded with
an appeal to all right-thinking people, educationists and students to take the message
to the masses. He also urged upon all to develop a strong mass movement to fight
the evil design of the present government.

Comrade Shankar Ghosh, General Secretary, AIKKMS,
addresses a peasants’ rally at Moradabad, UP, on 19 July 2022
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