Volume 55 No. 19
May 15, 2022

Fortnightly Organ of the SOCIALIST UNITY CENTRE OF INDIA (COMMUNIST) 8 Pages
Page : 1 Price : Rs. 2.00
Founder Editor-in-Chief : COMRADE SHIBDAS GHOSH

Rising communal flare-ups are handiwork of
RSS-BJP to corner votes and keep people divided
Whenever there is spurt in
precipitated communal violence
through deliberate provocation,
exacerbation of hate campaign
against the religious minorities,
overdose of Hindutva passion and
increasing identification of new
areas and domains that can come
handy in painting the minorities
culpable of denigrating Hindu
religion, one can understand that the
RSS-BJP are on electoral mode. It is
said that the wicked is not starved of
subterfuge. Aptly the phrase fits the
RSS-BJP leaders who are now
desperate to fan up Hindu

SUCI(C) severely
condemns issue of
LIC IPO at far
reduced price
Comrade Provash Ghosh,
General
Secretary,
SUCI
(Communist), in a statement
issued on 4 May 2022, severely
condemned launch of LIC IPO at
a far reduced price by the BJP led
NDA government. He said:
‘‘It is the biggest ever
privatization scam in India since
the government who earlier held
the valuation of LIC to be Rs 14
lakh crore had drastically reduced
it to less than 6 lakh crores within
two months. So, the price per
share of the IPO which ought to
have been Rs 2132 has now been
revised at Rs 904 to Rs 949. As a
result, the government which could
mop up around Rs 54,000 crores
by selling 3.5% of its holdings in
LIC, would now add around Rs
26 thousand crores or less to its
kitty through IPO. This hefty price
reduction is stated to have been
decided after discussions with
domestic and foreign investors.
Thus, the BJP government is not
only opening up the door to
privatization of a jewel like LIC
through disinvestment route but is
also handing over the shares to
the private houses at a throwaway
price.
Contd. on page 2

communalism under the garb of
Hindutva with a view to securing
votes based on a yawning cleavage,
mistrust and misgivings created
within the two religious communities
living together amicably for
centuries.They know that with the
toiling masses reeling under a host of
most burning problems in every
sphere of life, elections have to be
fought riding on some conjectured
non-issues and widening precipitated
divides among the people mainly
along religious line. Accordingly, the
field is set with pliant media,
committed bureaucracy, partisan
administration and criminals on payroll in tow. In the shadow of achhe
din, the narrative of Hindutva has
been brewing. The aim is to create
noise, mar the humdrum of days
with anger, hate, and whip up
intense, fallacious, feelings of fear
and insecurity in the mind of Hindus
against Muslims, to move ahead on
this ruinous path of ‘Divide and
Rule’.

Pattern of precipitating
communal divide
The pattern of precipitating
communal trouble is a well-nigh
thought-out ploy. RSS-BJP and a
multitude of Sangh Parivar
organizations—some mainstream,
some fringe—deploy and refashion
small local disputes to spur rage and
suspicion against the minority
Muslim people and in some cases
against the Christian communities as
well, each time reviving and fuelling
old stereotypes. The manufactured
flashpoints are also familiar: disputes
over land for shrines and

graveyards,
an
offending
loudspeaker in a place of worship,
stone-pelting in religious processions,
charges of ‘love jihad’, meaning
young Muslim men sexually
harassing hapless Hindu women or
entering into wedlock with Hindu
girls, sometimes with the added
twist of forced conversions, or cow
vigilantism. It is as though the RSSBJP-Sangh Parivar ring leaders are
hunting for any dispute which can be
twisted and morphed to heighten
communal tempers. Then there is
enough grist being brought to the
rumour mill; utter falsehoods and
highly exaggerated reports feed into
the fires leading to further
generation of tensions. The highly
sophisticated IT cell of the RSS-BJP
and the, by and large, submissive
media become instrumental in this
sinister game. Social media
platforms have undeniably served
the BJP well in spreading its
narrative into the remote corners of
the country. It infiltrates propaganda
with gusto into the closed bedroom
of a teenager or the drawing-room
of a young family. As such, throngs
of young men and women have
become part of the BJP-saffron
sena,
talking
foolishly
or
unrealistically about Hindutva and
Hindu Rashtra. On the rise is a
sickening and worrying mentality
that Muslims should not, and cannot,
exist. These brainwashed young
group create apps like Bulli Bai and
Sulli Deals to spread hate against
Muslim women. They demand
everyone chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’ if
they are to live and survive in the

BJP-ruled India. Thus, the common
people are virtually left on their own
to be swamped with lies, falsehoods
and concoctions that then get them
caught up in frenzy and reaction
against shadows far removed from
reality, or mere phantoms taken as
real.
The ruling monopolists and
their subservient RSS-BJP-Sangh
Parivar want that Hindus and
Muslims should fight so that nobody
asks Modi Ji ‘where are the 15 lakh
rupees in every account that you
promised’, ‘why is the general price
line soaring menacingly’, ‘what
about creating 2 crore jobs a year
and the 16 crore jobs over eight
years’, ‘why is the gap between
handful of super-rich and millions of
toiling poor widening’, ‘why is the
crime graph rising and corruption
mounting’? With assembly elections
in the offing in Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh,
Himachal
Pradesh,
Karnataka and Rajasthan, heat is
being generated in all these five
states by whipping up communal
passion and violence as would be
corroborated by a spate of incidents
occurring in tandem. They want
Hindus and Muslims to remain
embroiled in fratricidal conflicts in
the election-going states so that
people do not raise all these
pertinent questions.

Some recent incidents in
poll-bound five states
Now, let us turn to some recent
incidents that would attest to what
has been stated above. In
Rajasthan, violence had broken out
Contd. on page 2

Protesting astronomical hike in LPG price

Kolkata, West Bengal

Hyderabad, Telangana
[More photos on page-8]
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In the shadow of achhe din, narrative of
communal Hindutva is brewing
Contd. from page 1

on 2 April in Karauli during the Nav Samvatsar
Shobha Yatra, a rally to celebrate the Hindu
New Year. As the yatra with a bike rally
reached a Muslim locality near Masjid
Maniharan and through Atwara, a Muslimmajority enclave in Karauli town, the song was
blasted out of loudspeakers. It was at this point
stones were allegedly pelted on the procession.
From unknown sources they were pelted with
stones from rooftops, causing injuries to the
people on the bikes and the policemen
accompanying them, police said. The FIR says
the stone-pelting appeared to be ‘‘a preplanned conspiracy’’. Shops were burnt, and
about two dozen persons were injured. Police,
accompanying the march, were unable to
control the violence. Local residents allege the
crowd raised incendiary slogans such as ‘‘topi
wala bhi Jai Shri Ram bolega’’ (one wearing
the skull cap will also chant Jai Shri Ram).
They also sang an inflammatory song of which
lyrics are as follows—
‘‘The day the Hindus wake up,
the consequence will be
That the skull-cap wearer will bow down
and say victory to lord Ram.’’
Three days after communal violence
erupted there, smoke continued to rise from the
burnt shops. All around were lots of half-burnt
bangles, new bangles still in their cases, a
destroyed mini-safe and a shop with its entire
first floor collapsed. Then curfew was
imposed, and Internet and SMS services were
restricted. Not only have such rallies grown in
strength, there is a new addition to the bikes
and saffron flags: songs of hate, which speak
of killing and humiliating Muslims are spread
through YouTube and other online platforms.
Communal tensions gripped Jodhpur
hours before Eid on 03 May, prompting the
authorities to suspend mobile internet services
and impose a curfew in 10 police stations areas
of the city. Members of a minority community
were installing Eid flags and they put up a flag
on a roundabout alongside the statue of
freedom fighter Balmukund Bissa. This led to
a confrontation as members of the other
community alleged that a saffron flag, which
they had put up there ahead of Parshuram
Jayanti, had gone missing. The issue
snowballed into stone pelting and clashes. BJP
MLA Suryakanta Vyas in Jodhpur objected to
the installation of an Eid flag alongside the
freedom fighter’s statue though this has been
going on for years. Obvious is who provoked
the skirmish and why.
Ram Navami processions have a history
of leading to communal conflagrations while
passing through areas dominated by minority
community. This year also, such processions
were held with participants brandishing swords
in the open and covertly targeting the
minorities. Khargone city of Madhya
Pradesh, which saw large-scale violence
during Ram Navami celebrations, is under a
curfew since 1May.
After communal riots caused wide-spread
damages there, several families in the Sanjay
Nagar locality, one of the worst-hit areas, have

written ‘Ye Makaan Bikau Hai (this house is
for sale)’ outside their houses. A delegation of
Muslim clerics called on Madhya Pradesh BJP
Home Minister and raised the issue of alleged
targeting of their community after the
communal violence in parts of the state,
including Khargone city. Anger continues to
prevail among the minority community due to
‘‘one sided action’’ by the administration (in
violence-hit areas) like jailing only members of
their community, no action against hoodlums
vandalizing their shops and houses etc. Another
stone pelting incident was reported during a
Ram Navami procession in Sendhwa town of
Barwani district of the state.
Gujarat had come into the limelight—not
for any beneficial reason but for a well-planned
anti-minority pogrom in 2002 which snuffed out
hundreds of innocent lives and caused severe
damage to properties and belongings of the
minority people. Ram Navami celebrations in
the state also took a violent turn after
communal clashes were reported in three
districts, leaving one person dead and many
injured. In the Himmatnagar area of
Sabarkantha, a rath yatra was organised on the
occasion of Ram Navami. But then as usual,
there was conventional allegation of miscreants
pelting the procession with stones and burning
down the rath (a tablo of chariot). In
retaliation, the Ram Navami observers torched
several vehicles and shops. Section 144 of
CrPC, prohibiting gathering of more than five
people, was enforced in sensitive areas of the
town, including Chhaparia locality dominated by
minorities where arson took place. As a
precautionary measure, several schools were
shut down in the area where the clashes took
place. Even after reports of violence, the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad decided to take out
another rally in the same area. The Minority
Coordination Committee, an Ahmedabad-based
rights organisation, has written to the Gujarat
director general police asking for increased
security and to take action against those who
disturb peace. ‘‘We demand action against antisocial elements who in the garb of the religious
programmes had been trying to disrupt peace
and harmony in Gujarat. All CCTV footage in
Himmatnagar should be checked and those
caught carrying weapons without permission
should be booked and arrested’’.
In Anand district, riots erupted in
Khambat where also a Ram Navami
procession was taken out. Again, it has been
alleged that stone pelting happened on the
procession. A 65-year-old man was killed in the
ensuing violence. Prohibitory orders were in
force in the town. Of late, poignantly, Muslims
about 600 Muslim fishermen from Mahatma
Gandhi’s hometown, Porbandar, have
approached the Gujarat High Court seeking
permission to undergo euthanasia because of
being continuously harassed, persecuted and
denied their rights to go for fishing despite
having licences whereas all facilities are
regularly given to Hindu fishermen. (The New
Indian Express 07-06-22)
Karnataka has witnessed 20 major
Contd. on page 4
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SUCI(C) severely condemns
issue of LIC IPO
Contd. from page 1

By allotting shares to the global investors and
speculators at a heavily discounted prices, the
government has shown utter disregard for the millions
of policy holders from the common public who were
instrumental in developing and nurturing this giant
institution of LIC.
The process of privatization of LIC had started
in February last when the government gave away a
part of its stake in LIC by signing DRHP (Draft Red
Herring Prospectus) with SEBI (Securities and
Exchange Board of India). Now the IPO has been
launched. It once again proves that the BJP
government is there only to serve the profiteering
greed of the Indian and foreign monopolists as well
as the multinationals at the cost of the interest of
people and employees-workers.
We appeal to the people of India to resist this
mega scam and rise in protest against the ongoing
ruthless privatization.’’

SUCI(C) expresses
indignation against defending
of Black Sedition Law by BJP
government
Comrade Provash Ghosh, General Secretary,
SUCI(C), has issued the following statement on 10
May, 2022:
‘‘We find with deep indignation that the BJP-led
central government has defended in the Supreme
Court the highly autocratic penal law on sedition
(Section 124A of the IPC) promulgated during the
British rule to punish the freedom fighters. During the
75 long years of independence, despite people’s
demand, neither the Congress, nor the BJP nor any
other ruling dispensation had ever cared to scrap this
most atrocious law which confers on the government
an absolute and arbitrary power to punish anyone it
thinks inimical even up to the extent of life
imprisonment. Following continuous abusing of this
law by the governments, both central or at the states,
a clutch of petitions challenging the Constitutional
validity of the clause was filed in the Supreme Court.
When a three-judge bench presided by the Chief
Justice of India asked the petitioners and the Centre
to file their written arguments on the point, the Centre
in its written submission held that that instances of
abuse of a law can’t be a justification for its
reconsideration. The government also upheld the
validity of the law as ‘‘long standing, settled’’ and
having stood the test of time. But then, on a
rethinking, the government, in order to preclude
eventuality of the law being annulled by the Supreme
Court, informed the Apex Court that it had decided
to reconsider and re-examine the law or Section 124A
and asked the Court not proceed with the hearing till
that time. In other words, the government wants to
buy time so that the case automatically dies down.
This surely smacks of a tricky attitude on the
part of the BJP government who wants to deceive
both the Supreme Court and people as it is
determined to muzzle any voice of dissent or protest
or even disagreement by invoking black laws that
glaringly militate against the very basics of
democracy. It is time for the democratic minded
right-thinking people including jurists to unitedly rise
against such a despotic stand of the BJP government
and ensure the repeal of the notorious law.’’
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Would marginal hike in interest rate announced
by RBI salvage gasping economy?
After holding on to Repo rate
(the rate at which commercial banks
borrow from RBI) for a long period,
the RBI has announced its increase
by 40 bps (basis points) to 4.4%.
Consequently, RBI also raised the
rates of SDF (Standing Deposit
Facility—a liquidity meaning cash
holding window through which the
RBI will give banks an option to park
excess liquidity with it) and MSF
(Marginal Standing Facility which
enables banks to borrow funds from
RBI in emergency situations when
their liquidity absolutely dries up) by
more or less similar quantum to
4.15% and 4.65% respectively.
Further, it also raised cash reserve
ratio (CRR) by 50 bps to 4.5%. CRR
is the percentage of a bank’s total
deposits that it needs to maintain as
liquid cash. This is an RBI
requirement, and the interest free
cash reserve is kept with the RBI
compulsorily. A raise of CRR by 50
bps would result in allowing a bank
to have cash to the tune of Rs 87,000
crores unlocked for lending purpose.

Explanation provided by RBI
These are the facts. Now the
question is why have these rates been
raised. The explanation provided by
the RBI and many economistscolumnists based on capitalist
economic theories is that since
inflation (meaning too much of
money chasing too little goods and
therefore triggering price rise) is
going up at a higher pace, it is
necessary
to
restrict
cash
circulation. When the interest rate
rises, the cost of borrowing rises.
This makes borrowing expensive.
Hence borrowing will decline and
as such the money supply (i.e., the
amount of money in circulation) will
fall. Moreover, common people
would be encouraged to save more
and reduce spending (provided the
banks increase interest on deposits
following hike in borrowing rate).
Thus, a fall in the money supply
will lead to people having lesser
money to spend on goods and
services. Hence, they will buy a
lesser amount of goods and
services. This, in turn, will lead to a
fall in the demand for goods and
services. With the supply remaining
constant and the demand for goods
and services declining; the price of
goods and services will fall.
Apparently, it looks very convincing
if one remains confined within the
pages of text books on classical
capitalist economics. But is the state
of affairs so simple? Perhaps not.

Revisiting the basics
Before we proceed further, let

us go back to the basics once. There
are stated to be four main drivers
behind inflation. Among them, one is
cost-push inflation, or the decrease in
the aggregate supply of goods and
services stemming from an increase
in the cost of production. The other
one is demand-pull inflation, or the
increase in aggregate demand,
categorized by the four sections of
the macroeconomy: households,
business, governments, and foreign
buyers. The two other contributing
factors include an increase in the
money supply of an economy and a
decrease in the demand for money.
Let us ignore the latter two for
avoiding academic discourse and
focus on the former two.

Indian scenario
Aggregate supply is the total
volume of goods and services
produced by an economy at a given
price level. When the aggregate
supply of goods and services
decreases because of an increase in
production costs, it results in costpush inflation. Cost-push inflation
means prices have been ‘‘pushed
up’’ by increases in the costs of any
of the four factors of production—
labour,
capital,
land,
or
entrepreneurship—when companies
are already running at full production
capacity. Companies cannot maintain
profit margins by producing the same
amounts of goods and services when
their costs are higher and their
productivity is maximized. So, to keep
the profit margin intact, they jack up
price. Since, higher price might make
the produced goods unaffordable for
many buyers, the companies, to put it
straight, the industrialists or
corporate houses, reduce production
and sell less quantity of goods at
higher price. And to hold back rise in
production cost, they simply retrench
workers (euphemistically called
downsizing or right sizing) and seek
to modernize the productive tools like
machines
with
sophisticated
technologies. Any rise in the cost of
raw materials is also offset against
less production and truncated
manpower. For example, the petroldiesel-LPG-Kerosene prices are now
piercing the sky. The government, in
shrewd camouflage, is attributing the
reason to rise in crude oil prices in
the international market while
remaining silent about the hefty tax
and cess imposed on these items.
Now, in the context of understanding
inflation, demand for the commodities
is remaining the same while the cost
of raw material i.e., the crude
imported has gone up. So, the profit
is secured by the Oil marketing

companies by raising the prices albeit
with green signal from the
government resulting in higher prices
of the finished goods, thereby
causing inflation. Who is bearing the
brunt? Of course, the common
people. Who are benefitting? The
giant oil corporates. It has been
reported that operating profit in the
retail oil segment of Reliance
Industries owned by the richest
Indian monopolist, Mukesh Ambani,
rose to Rs 3,584 crore, a gain of
16.3% year on year (YOY) basis in
the January-March 2022 quarter. In
fact, Reliance has become the first
Indian company to take in $100
billion (Rs 7,60,000 crores) in annual
revenue. (Economic Times 07-05-22)
Now we turn to other side of
inflation. When demand for produced
goods exceeds what the economy
can produce, the four sectors
(households, business, governments,
and foreign buyers) compete to
purchase a limited amount of goods
and services. That means the buyers
‘‘bid prices up’’ again and cause
inflation. This excessive demand,
also referred to as ‘‘too much money
chasing too few goods,’’ usually
occurs in an expanding economy. J
M Keynes, the well-known
bourgeois economist, held that an
increase in aggregate demand is
caused by a rise in employment, as
companies need to hire more people
to increase their output. Is it the
situation in India now? Are the
households flushed with so much of
money as to bid up prices? Just the
reverse. There is a steady fall in their
purchasing power because of rising
unemployment and huge job loss.
The peasants are also deprived of
remunerative prices of their produce
so much so as to be forced to distress
sale. 83 crore Indians are reportedly
surviving on less than Rs 20 a day.
The strength of India's middle class
has shrunk to 6.6 crores, down a third
from a pre-pandemic estimate of 9.9
crores. Moreover, the number of
poor people in the country went up
by 7.5 crores. (India Today-19-0321) Again, if a government reduces
individual taxes, some middle class or
higher middle-class households might
have a bit more disposable income in
their pockets. This, in turn, might spur
consumer spending a bit and boost
demand to that limited extent. Has
the BJP government reduced taxes?
Again, the answer is, no. In fact,
when the BJP Finance Minister after
the last budget was asked why the
government did not reduce individual
tax to give relief to people, she
instead sought credit for not
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increasing direct tax. (The Mint, 0102-22) Is there any increase in
government spending for public
welfare either? Facts say no. Rather
allocation towards MNREGA, the
100-day work scheme for rural areas,
has been reduced from Rs 98,000
crores to Rs 73,000 crores. Subsidies
are being slashed drastically. Another
factor which is stated to trigger
inflation is the depreciation of
currency exchange rates. If value of
Rupee falls, say, with reference to
US dollars, then an importer of Indian
goods would pay less price in dollars.
As a result, exports would increase
because of rise in overall level of
demand, assuming supply cannot
keep up with increased demand.
What is the scenario in this regard?
Indian rupee is falling every day with
respect to US dollar. The rupee fell
to a lifetime low of 77.58 per dollar
as on 9 May last. (Economic Times
09-05-22) But what is the picture of
the export-import front? India's
merchandise exports rose to a record
$418 billion in the Financial Year
2022. (Economic Times, 04-04-22).
But India's merchandise import in
April 2021-March 2022 was USD
610.22 billion, an increase of 54.71%
over USD 394.44 billion in April
2020-March 2021. (Government
press release dated March 2022) So,
imports far outpace export meaning
outflow of foreign currency is more
than inflow.

Fallacious argument about
demand-pulled inflation
In such a backdrop, RBI has
increased interest rates on the
pretext of lower money supply as if
inflation is triggered by increasing
demand. Now, the question is, as seen
from what has been discussed above,
there is hardly any demand (here
demand is to be understood as
purchasing power of the people and
not the demand of their life) because
of relentless plummeting of income
level of the common masses.
Business houses do not go for buying
consumer goods. Government too is
not spending enough to generate
remunerative engagement of people
at large to augment their buying
power. Moreover, supply is curtailed
by hoarding so that price does not fall.
Pulses are reported to be rotting in
FCI godowns. Potatoes are rotting
outside cold storages because of
shortage of storing capacity. Niti
Ayog admits that 40% of fruits and
vegetables produced in the country
go waste simply because of nondistribution. (ABP 12-05-20). So, the
bogey of supply constraint is a
bunkum. Moreover, appetite for
Indian
goods
overseas
and
consequential flow of foreign fund is
far less than what India is spending
in foreign currency to import. It is
Contd. on page 7
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Rising communal flare-ups

Communal divide is engineered so that people do
not raise questions about their growing misery
Contd. from page 2

incidents that triggered communal
tension during the tenure of present
BJP Chief Minister. As communal
strains deepen in Karnataka over
hijab row, violence and protests have
gripped many parts of the state. A
group of men belonging to Hindu
Jagarana Vedike, a Hindutva activist
group, chased a state-run bus in
Puttur in Dakshina Kannada district
after they received information that
a Muslim man was travelling with a
Hindu girl. The group forced the two
students to get down from the bus
and started abusing them. The group
harassed the man suspecting 'love
jihad'- a term used by Hindu groups
alleging that Muslim men target
Hindu women for conversion to
Islam. Six paramedical students,
three boys and three girls of AJ
Institute of Medical Sciences in
Mangaluru had gone to Karinja hill,
off
the Mangaluru-Bengaluru
National Highway. A group of five
men belonging to a saffron group
stopped them. After learning that
they belonged to a different faith,
the gang started questioning them
about the purpose of their visit and
why they were with the Hindu girls.
Hindu Jagarana Vedike members,
part of the Hindutva brigade, barged
into a Christian prayer centre
alleging
forcible
religious
conversions. Two students were
injured in a clash during
Ramanavami celebrations at the
Central University of Karnataka in
Kalaburagi district.
Himachal Pradesh is a calm
Himalayan state with 95% Hindu
population and 2.18% Muslims
mostly belonging to Gujjar tribal
community.
Yet,
this
tiny
impoverished community is not
spared by the Hindutva fanatics out
to poison the entire country with
venom of communalism. In
December last, a middle-edged
minority man staying at Indora area
was doing household chores when
men from the electricity department
of the BJP-led Himachal Pradesh
government came to his two-room
concrete home and wrenched out
the electricity meter. The men said
they had been sent by the local
administration, which told their
department that 42 families from
Gujjar Muslim tribe of shepherds and
farmers were illegally occupying the
land and had been served eviction
notices. Though the accused showed
the visiting men the title to his land,
issued 21 years ago, they removed
the meter and asked him go to the
revenue department. The revenue
department said his land falls under
uncultivable wasteland and so he

could not stay there since it
belonged to the government. Five
days before the incident, members
of arch communal Vishwa Hindu
Parishad
(VHP),
a
Hindufundamentalist group, attacked
Gujjars with sticks, repeating the
attack after two days as well.
On 15 February, after the
eviction notices had been served and
stayed, the VHP showed up again
and burnt wooden sheds in which
fodder was stored. Though the
sufferers complained to police and
named two of the attackers, the
police made no arrests but only
talked of ‘‘investigating’’ the matter.
The ripping out of electricity meters
and burning of cow sheds are stated
to be part of a campaign launched
against the Gujjars of Indora on the
instigation of the VHP, which
alleged a ‘‘land jihad’’—an
unsubstantiated trope often used by
the RSS-BJP-Sangh Parivar-via
encroachments on pastures. The
plea on which the VHP used to try
and rally Hindus against the Gujjars
revolved round discovery of a dead
cow near a village called Surdwan
in Indora tehsil. The cow had
injuries, but a post-mortem revealed
it had not been slaughtered, and the
injuries, police said, could have been
inflicted by a predator. Unconvinced,
the VHP demanded the eviction of
Gujjars from the area. ‘‘Even if the
cow died of natural causes, the
external injuries have been caused
by Muslims,’’ said the VHP sartpas.
‘‘Muslims want to disrupt the peace
and harmony of the area and should
be sent out.’’ Several mosques and
mazaars have been vandalised in
the state by Hindutva groups since
2019. In the latest incident in
January 2022, masked men from the
Hindu Jagaran Manch (HJM)
destroyed a Muslim shrine in the
town of Nahan in Sirmaur district.
The VHP claimed the land was
meant for cow grazing and
gaushalas or cow shelters. After the
Gujjars were evicted, the VHP said,
they planned to set up a cow shelter
in the high pastures. The BJP-led
state government clearly is an
accomplice to all these crimes.
Besides all these, so called
dharma
sansads
(religious
conclaves) are being regularly
organized in different parts of the
country from where open call is
given to taking up arms against the
Muslim minorities. Of late, the BJPrun municipal corporations have
started demolishing houses and
shops of the minority communities
with bulldozers in Jahangirpura and
Shaheen Bagh areas of Delhi on the
pretext of those being 'illegal

constructions. It is threatened that
similar bulldozer operation would be
undertaken in minority-dominated
Tughalabad, Sangam Bihar and
New Friends colony as well. (ABP
10-05-22) A hue is being raised to
recite Hanuman Chalisa (40 verses
of Hanuman, the black-faced
monkey scripted in the Ramayana
as a devotee soldier of Rama) on
loudspeaker in public as a counter to
azan sounded from the mosques.
Processions wielding lethal weapons
is another latest addition to the
incendiary design of Muslim-baiting.
Muslim vendors are debarred from
selling their stuff near temples. RSS
men are secretly placing beef pieces
inside temples to stir up retaliatory
violence.
Of late, so-called investigations
are conducted in the historic
mosques on the plea of ascertaining
if those were built by destroying
temples. In the school syllabus,
history of Mughal period is excluded.
Many roads, areas and railway
stations with Muslim names are now
rechristened with Hindu names.
Even demand is raised for changing
name of Taj Mahal. NRC, D-voter
illegal infiltration— all are purported
to buttress the same agenda. A
closer look at all these events
indicates a widening communal
fracture in the society.

Orchestrated precipitation of
communalism by RSS-BJP
Such blood-curdling fratricidal
clashes, engineered violence and
vandalism as well as persecution and
even lynching of the minority people
on this or that flimsy pretext are all
parts of a motivated orchestration by
the communal RSS-BJP-Sangh
Parivar. The moment the soil is
properly inflamed, rowdy, rogue
elements and criminals are set
against the religious minority to add
fuel to the fire. Videos are also
circulating in social media where
some participants of Ram Navami
rally are found to leave the
procession and then from a distance
pelt stones at the procession. The
police-administration is held back
from taking any action so that the
riots continue, innocent blood spilt on
the soil, and the Hindus could be told
how their religion is being slighted
by the minority people. Once this
motivated propaganda grips the
majority community, the very
objective of electoral polarization is
achieved.
The conspicuous silence of the
BJP Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
his top ministers, state leaders, and
RSS leaders over the deepening
chasm is further helping spearhead
the venom-spewing. Also, speeches
by the ‘supreme leader’ himself,
explicitly evoking Kabristan and
Shamshan, calling historic Muslim
Mughal
rulers
Babur
and
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Aurangzeb as aggressors and
nurturing
anti-Hindu
mind,
mentioning identification through
clothes; cabinet ministers calling
Muslims gaddar, while allowing
gatherings in the name of religion
only to spew more anti-Muslim
rhetoric. As a result, a free space
has been created for the various
Hindu organisations to brazenly
preach and provoke anti-Muslim
sentiment.
So, it is as clear as daylight
that what has been happening is
nothing but an orchestrated game of
high sophistication by the RSS-BJP
basking in the limelight of nasty
bourgeois power-politics—the game
of mopping up votes by staining
hands in communal bloodbath, while
the ‘who’s who’ of different
parliamentary bourgeois parties
shrewdly play along. The RSS-BJP
and its saffron brigade are the main
culprits to whip up communal
passion and spew anti-Muslim
venom to keep the atmosphere
communally surcharged. With the
BJP in power and known communal
figures at the helm of affairs, the
country is faced with grave danger.

RSS always preached
Hindu-Rashtra and
Hindu communalism
It is pertinent to add that the
RSS has all along been an advocate
of so-called Hindu Rashtra and held
that those professing other religions
or ethnicity must hold in reverence
Hindu religion, must entertain no idea
but those of the glorification of the
Hindu race and culture and must lose
their separate existence to merge in
the Hindu race. They must stay in
this country wholly subordinated to
the Hindu Nation, claiming nothing,
deserving no privileges, far less any
preferential treatment not even
citizen's rights. In keeping with this
doctrine of arch communal Hindutva,
the RSS took up Muslim-bashing as
one of its prime agendas. With the
BJP, the political outfit of the RSS, in
power, we have now been
witnessing worst articulation of that
vile doctrine. It goes without saying
that this very doctrine totally ignores
history, subverts logic and rides only
on blind fanaticism and doctored
notions. In fact, it is a fascist
doctrine. Our freedom fighters or the
exponents of Hindu religion never
endorsed such venomous thoughts or
hatred against other religions. The
brand of Hindutva that the RSS-BJP
champion is the product of some
deeply flawed ideas of a few selfstyled ideologues based on theories
of irrevocable division, mistrust and
disharmony among the toiling people
much to the glee of the ruling
bourgeoisie who, in order to prolong
its decadent moribund oppressive
class rule, grabs any thought that
Contd. on page 6
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UGC regulation on two degrees:
a WTO-GATS mandated
corporatization of education
The education scenario of the
country is presently characterized by
two distinct traits: one, hectic weird
measures in the process of
implementing NEP (New Education
Policy) 2020 and two, tall talks to
justify
those
measures
by
government spokesmen, so-called
autonomous agencies like the UGC
and a section of the intellectuals,
including
columnists, in their
association or even pay-roll.
One of the latest of such
measures is the ‘soon-to-be-notified’
(as on 21 April 2022) University
Grants Commission (Academic
Collaboration between Indian and
Foreign
Higher
Education
Institutions to offer Joint Degree,
Dual Degree and Twinning
Programmes) Regulations 2022. The
exercise is really nothing novel. In a
similar 2016 regulation the UGC
toyed with an offer of Joint degree
and Twinning programme. Only a
few educational institutions of the
country looked keen to introduce
those programmes. The ‘‘dual
degree’’ programme is newly added,
for which both the Indian and
foreign institutions will give separate
and simultaneous degrees for a
course of the same discipline, and at
the same level. As it stood, the UGC
had no option but to go for
amendments, one in 2021 and now
again in 2022. By those, what the
UGC has done is easing the rules.
For what and why? It will be made
clear later.

Now, what were the
relaxations?
The NEP 2020 stipulated in its
Section 12.8 entitled International
‘‘High performing Indian universities
will be encouraged to set up
campuses in other countries, and
similarly, selected universities e.g.,
those from among the top 100
universities in the world will be
facilitated to operate in India’’ (p.
39). In one earlier version of the
present UGC Regulation, foreign
partner institutions were required to
be among the world's top 500. The
latest amendments approve and
increase this to the top 1,000 in
global rankings. Does it ensure
improved quality? Obviously, it was
questionable. So,
the UGC
chairperson had to dish out a
justification. He explained: ‘‘The
increased bandwidth is only to allow
more institutes to partner and offer
more choices to the students.’’
Faithful to the ruling dispensation, he
is said to have added that the UGC

believe that the regulations will lead
to the internationalisation of our
higher education (Is it the crying
need for Indian students now?) and
will also provide a great opportunity
for our Indian students to acquire
multidisciplinary education for an
internationally relevant career. (Are
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary
education one and the same?)
The amendments also curb the
regulator’s supervisory role in
facilitating such collaborations.
Under the earlier 2016 regulations,
an institution was required to apply
to the UGC for approval for foreign
collaboration. By the new ‘soon-tobe-notified’ regulations, Indian
universities that meet a minimum
academic standard will not be
required to seek UGC’s permission
to offer such programmes. They say
it would be 'Freedom at large' ‘free
for all’. But the matter of fact
remains, to get its design through,
the UGC had to undertake easing
out the rules to help the ‘partners’,
read corporate houses of this
country and foreign ones, to make
easy business.
As usual with other similar
measures, in this case too, it was
claimed that the draft of this
regulation (an amendment) was
placed in the public domain last year
to
invite
suggestions
from
stakeholders and there are people
who enthusiastically endorse that
claim and certify that this draft is
based on suggestions from all the
stakeholders. But the education
fraternity at large is hardly aware of
having been asked for and having
sent any reply to any such
suggestions.
In any case, despite easing, the
regulations still remain complicated.
However, the simplest fact is, India
has decided to allow certain Indian
higher education institutions to enter
into
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding (MoU) with foreign
institutions to offer dual degree, joint
degree or twinning programmes.
There
are
conditions,
nonetheless. To qualify for such
academic collaboration, the Indian
college, institute or university must
figure among the top global 1,000
QS (Quacquarelli Symonds-an UKbased company which ranks
universities
based
on
five
components
like
Academic
reputation, Employer reputation,
Research citations per paper, etc.)
World University or Times Higher
Education rankings have emerged

as one of the top 100 universities
under the National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF). The
college or university must have
secured a minimum grading of 3.01
on a 4-point scale from the National
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC). Likewise, the
foreign collaborator institution must
also have figured among the 1,000
global top QS or Times Higher
Education Rankings. However, in a
country like India, where a university
proposed by one of the leading
monopolists is given the status of an
institution of National Importance
before there was even a drop of ink
on any paper of agreement or
document, leave aside the physical
existence of the university, in such a
country all these stipulations for
qualification may prove to be
meaningless, if the interested
institutions may find out some
‘other’ channel to place its case in
the corridor of power.
Now free to collaborate with
foreign universities, the qualifying
Indian institutions will provide their
students with the opportunity for
advanced learning with global
expertise. Flatly and simply, it means
a student enrolled in a BA History
programme in an Indian university
can pursue a part of his/her course
at a foreign institution.
Nowadays Indian students fly
en masse to foreign universities,
more so the USA ones, after
completion of their undergraduate or
postgraduate courses. If this speaks
well for the education and economic
system of their home country is a
moot question. Apart from that,
much to the disadvantage of majority
of Indian students, the present
government has introduced another
complicated FYUP (Four Years
Undergraduate Programme) with an
eye to helping those finishing UG
courses in India and aspiring to take
admission to PG courses in the
USA. Yet, after so many trickeries,
the concerned circles raise doubt
whether the top global institutions
would rush to sign MoUs with
Indian institutions under this recent
UGC regulation. But, here in India
private autonomous colleges (the AC
among the three kinds of HEI
prescribed in the NEP 2020) and
deemed universities, which are
turning out to be ‘education shops’
as conscientious academicians call
them, are most likely to utilise this
opportunity to enter into agreements
for twinning or dual/joint degree
programmes with foreign institutions,
flaunting them in their brochures to
attract students. In other words, it
will encourage private capital of the
corporate
houses
already
enthusiastically minting money from
their education business, to find

PAGE FIVE
further fillip from this new UGC
regulation. Corporatization of
education, a mission of the NEP
2020 will move one more step
ahead. Only the well-wishing
columnists may think, the UGC may
have to monitor the quality of
academic
delivery
in
such
programmes. Of course, in vain!
The ground reality is, the
regulation
leads
to
several
contradictory points. It is assumed
that ‘learners’ (the term follows
usage by the World Bank, DPEP
etc., that shuns the term students)
can broaden their knowledge and
skill base and become experts in
more than one field of study.
…Hence, they can have greater ‘job
options’, with broadening of ‘their
career prospects’. In a country with
‘record figure’ of unemployment,
does job option depend on what the
students or job seekers know, or on
the availability of jobs? Is it not a
fact that UG/PG/even Ph.D degree
holders stand in the queue of
thousands even lakhs of applicants
for clerical, even menial posts? Of
course, with dual degrees, a jobseeker will be able to flaunt ‘two’,
not just ‘one’ credential, but, more
likely, to no avail.
It is held that pursuing a dual
degree programme allows them
(students)
to
receive
an
interdisciplinary education that will
both diversify and specialize their
training and skill, to receive ‘‘mutual
credibility’’ for the required courses
that overlap in the two programmes.
It does not require much brain
racking to reach the above
conclusion; had there been a triple
degree programme, the students
would have had still more
interdisciplinary advantages. The
problem lies elsewhere. First, here it
is
sometimes
held
as
‘interdisciplinary advantages’, but
the UGC chairperson claims that the
Regulation would help Indian
students to acquire multidisciplinary
education. Whereas modern science
has given birth to interdisciplinary
approach based on advanced or
specialized knowledge of two or
more disciplines, such as Molecular
Biology being based on biologyorganic chemistry-genetics etc, the
multidisciplinary approach advocated
by the votaries of the NEP 2020 is
really a motley of even the least
related branches which does not
impart comprehensive knowledge on
any of the component branches.
Which one does the UGC mean:
interdisciplinary or multidisciplinary?
It is further claimed that in
programmes of dual/joint degree or
twinning programmes ‘‘one may
build a career in either field or could
use
one’s
interdisciplinary
Contd. on page 6
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Rising communal flare-ups

Regulation on two degrees

Ruling Indian monopolists are fully backing
RSS-BJP in spreading communalism-fundamentalism

Academic autonomy would be curbed

Contd. from page 4

drives a wedge among the people. If people
remain disunited, pitted against each other
and embroiled in internecine fights, the
exploitative bourgeoisie remains secured
against possible upsurge against its misrule.
It is here that the doctrine of Hindu Rashtra
or Hindutva perfectly conduces to the
fascist design of the ruthlessly oppressive
ruling bourgeoisie. So, the ruling Indian
monopolists are fully backing the RSS-BJP
in spreading communalism-fundamentalism.

Violence and communal rancour have
reached automated mode
It is for this reason that today the
violence and communal rancour have
virtually reached an automated mode. The
current stirrings may not be coming from the
director, may not be always dictated, or
supervised by the top brass of the Saffron
Brigade, it is happening because of the
narrative that has been set. The heat will
continue to rise, bulldozers will be used
assiduously, and religious festivals will
become processions of strength and
arrogance. In the last 15 days, nine states
reported communal violence. In the coming
months, every festival season may report
communal violence. Little flames will erupt
in every sensitive town, village or city. We
have reached the same fragmented and
hackneyed political rhetoric of our troubled
past. To create and instil anxiety has become
a necessity to keep the two religions divided
and unbridgeable. No leader—from BJP or
the bourgeois opposition—would care about
fixing the problem, rather would like to use
it shamelessly for scoring points and seeing
how far the envelope can be pushed to stay
in power.

Communalism has no place in a
civilized society
Clearly, this nuisance of communalism
has no place in a civilized society. It needs
an emphatic mention in this connection that
though the branded bourgeois parties from
their ulterior electoral interest want to divide
people on communal-casteist-ethnic line,
orchestrate communal-casteist-ethnic riots
to exacerbate feelings of mutual hatred and
disaffection, the overwhelming section of
the common toiling masses, irrespective of
caste, religion or ethnicity, generally do not
harbour any kind of mutual hatred, mistrust
and intolerance, are not involved in these
internecine clashes, do not want the amity
and fraternity among them to be disrupted;
not even a wee bit disturbed. And yet it is
precisely the hapless impoverished masses
who first and foremost become the victims
of those devious stratagems hatched by
these communal fiends who not only seek
to precipitate bad blood among the
peacefully living neighbours but bring the
fuelled paranoia to such a peak as to make
the people dread staying in the hitherto
amiable neighbourhood any more. So, a
united voice needs to be raised against this
arch communal, ruinous agenda of the RSSBJP which poses serious threat to the very
unity of the country and allows inflamed

passion to rule over human sense and civility.
The Hindutva zealots must be isolated from
the people. Alongside combining all anticommunal democratic forces against this
sinister communal and fascist design of the
RSS-BJP and developing a countrywide
united
organized
powerful
anticommunalism movement, it is imperative
that a fierce ideological struggle be released
to inflict a crushing defeat on the vile
doctrine of Hindutva, Hindu Rashtra and
anti-Muslim tirade.

Foil this vile conspiracy
Are we so powerless that we need to
bear with the obstreperous conduct of
dishonest vote-catchers and dance to their
tune? Should these communal, fascist forces
be allowed to continue to hold people to
ransom, pit one section against the other,
engage arch criminals to run amuck on the
targeted group of people with frenzied
violence and soak the motherland with the
blood of tortured and brutalized innocents so
as to make a career in vote politics? Is this
what the martyrs of our freedom movement
laid down their life for? All saner persons
and right-thinking human beings will say,
‘‘No. Never. We must create a bulwark of
resistance. We shall not commit ourselves
over to demonolatry but pick up the gauntlet
against the communal-casteist evils and
fascism—the greatest enemy of mankind?
Waste no more time can we. We have to
confront the monster head on with our
invincible weapon—the weapon of
sustained united organized mass struggles on
the burning problems of life involving all
sections of the masses, rising above all
divisiveness and based on higher ethics and
culture under correct revolutionary
leadership.’’
People’s counter-attack needs to be
two pronged. On the one hand, surging
wave of this movement powered by
cemented unity and solidarity among the
masses and guided by correct leadership
would help thwart the advancing
communal-casteist-fascist forces and
compel them to beat retreat. This task is
imperative and warrants immediate
shouldering in right earnest. Our appeal to
the people: let us immediately build up
innumerable
people’s
resistance
committees right at the grassroots level
involving all sections of toiling people as
well as people of eminence and
intellectuals, while creating a band of
volunteer corps, thoroughly expose the
murky face of all bourgeois parties and
self-proclaimed ‘lefts’ and isolate them
from the masses, organize series of anticommunal programmes throughout the
country leaving no locality in either cities or
villages
uncovered.
Alongside,
a
thoroughgoing ideological struggle needs to
be released against the pernicious doctrine of
communalism-casteism-fascism playing with
fire, right from the grassroots level to ring
the death knell of these sworn enemies of
the people. This alone can save us from the
impending danger and ruinous turn of events.

Contd. from page 5

knowledge and insight to
create a niche career for
oneself. It aims at better
comprehension of one’s
chosen subject of study’’. In
the
NEP
2020,
the
policymakers have lamented
a lot on slump in quality and
comprehensive knowledge in
students in recent time. If
that be the condition with
students striving for a ‘single
degree’, one may wonder
how will a fractured attention
between
two
degrees
enhance comprehension!
However,
be
it
interdisciplinary
or
multidisciplinary,
there
remain more notes of
caution. One of those is that
dual degree will not
guarantee students’ earnings
to be higher than those opting
for single degrees. Rather,
dual degrees will require
more
credits
(meaning
lectures or lab-work) than a
single degree does. Naturally
the students must spend
more time in college and
more money in higher
education.
Moreover,
students might find it difficult
to maintain a part time job
while studying in a dual
degree programme. In both
the
cases,
education
becomes more costly.
Besides, even the flagbearers of this regulation
apprehend that equal interest
in two fields of study may
lead to confusion later as to
which area of study may
finally be chosen for a
career. On the contrary, it is
also claimed at the same time
that dual degree programme
will be a good option for
those who chalk out a clear
plan for their future career
with more available career
options. How do the two fit
with each other: ‘two fields’
leading to ‘confusions’ or two
fields providing ‘more career
options’, thus turning out to
be a ‘good option’?
At some point, the
proponents of dual degree
hold that those students may
be able to develop excellent
time management skills.
Elsewhere, they conclude
that dual degree does
demand more commitment
while acquiring apt time
management skills as one
must adapt to alternative

teaching
styles
and
sometimes language barriers
too. Sometimes it may
become difficult to balance
one’s heavy accelerated
course load—to find time to
dedicate oneself with passion
for the subject and the
intensive intellectual obligation
to fully learn, and for the
academic requirements of
both degrees in a limited time.
Learners (students) trying to
earn many credits in a short
period may experience high
levels of stress and stricter
schedule. Failing to complete
that number of classes, they
may not be able to stay on
their initial timeline, that is,
they may fail in their time
management schedule. So
dual degree leads to spending
more time for those, more
money, more stress and, may
be, eventual frustration!
A
dual
degree
programme may not suit
every learner’s requirement.
This may serve the purpose
of those who have a strong
drive to attain degrees with
additional workload. It may
be more suited for those who
are oriented towards higher
studies and research work.
Even now, do not such
students studying for a single
degree, take up short or
bridge courses on any
subject, they may find
necessary for their higher
studies and research work?

But pertinent questions
left unanswered above
are: for what and why is
this UGC regulation?
The move did not come
out of the blue. It is a part of
a neatly designed conspiracy.
Towards the fag end of 2015,
the
BJP-led
Union
government submitted to the
WTO its ‘offers’ for ‘market
access’ in ‘Higher education
Sub-sector’.
By that, it
opened up the education
sector, or more precisely the
higher education sub-sector
of the country to the WTOGATS regime.
Now, the WTO is a
machinery that enforces
imperialist diktats and the
GATS
(The
General
Agreement on Trade in
Services) under the WTO is
the treaty to extend the
multilateral global trading
system to service sector.
Contd. on page 8

PROLETARIAN ERA

MAY 15, 2022

Bank Rate hike

Simplified concept of demand-supply
binary can hardly explain hourly
crisis of dying capitalism
Contd. from page 3

also fictional that hitherto common
people were spending more and now
they would tend to save more and
reduce spending. Then, how could
RBI claim that the inflation is
demand-pulled and not cost-based?
While expressing concern for
this upward revision of interest rates,
the economists-columnists confined
within the four walls of capitalism
also apprehend that enhanced cost of
borrowing would entail rise in EMIs
(Equated Monthly Instalments) on
loans and hence demand for loans
would decline. How many people
compared to the entire population
avail bank loans for buying cars or
other utility items? So, increasing
EMI might cause some hardship to
the fresh borrowers but that cannot
be a major concern. Actually, the
contention of the aforesaid groups of
economists-commentators is the
higher interest to be paid by the
corporate borrowers whose profit
margin would then go down. That is
what they are miffed with. First of
all, even when interest was
progressively going down, there has
not been any significant offtake of
loans by the corporates for
productive investment. Secondly,
proceeds of many loans have been
used by them for other purposes
including speculation and takeover of
other companies, both domestic and
foreign. Thirdly, rising NPAs
(defaulted loans) indicate how public
money has virtually been embezzled.
So, demand for loan would dry up for
a miniscule rise in interest does not
stand as a sound proposition. The
only silver-lining is that bank
depositors including retired persons
might get something extra from their
savings if the interests are increased
by the banks in response to the RBI's
declared monetary policy.

What prompted RBI to
announce miniscule rise in
interest rate
So, the cardinal point is what
prompted the RBI to do it? Simple
answer is that in view of the growing
unsolvable crisis of capitalism, the
formulators of monetary policy in the
Apex bank are in double whammy. If
they reduce interest, people's income
from bank deposits would fall
entailing dip in their buying capacity
and consequential plummeting of
demand. Greater ease of getting
loans would further stimulate credit
offtakes for non-productive purpose,
fuel speculation and enlarge the
basket of defaulted loans which, in
turn, would impel the government to

bail out the suffering banks by
granting assistance from public
exchequer and thereby deplete
government treasury. On the other
hand, if they increase interest rate,
there is row over enhancement of
borrowing cost mostly from the
quarters of industrial barons and
corporate behemoths. The BJP
Finance Minister has found an
explanation. She said it has been
necessitated as a part of global
synchronization-a term she could
hardly define save and except
pointing figure at international
developments
for
economic
catastrophe in the country. But then
what other alibi could she provide
knowing full well that capitalist
economy of the country is endemic
of the system that abets flourishment
and prosperity of the ruling
bourgeoisie by squeezing even the
last drop of blood of the toiling
millions. The policy jinx RBI is struck
with is nothing but an inevitability of
immense and hourly unsolvable crisis
of capitalism.

India is in a state of stagflation
Coming back to the question of
inflation, it is, as shown above, is not
‘demand-pulled’ but is indeed ‘costpushed’ aggravated by large scale
corruption,
hoarding,
black
marketing, speculation and price
manipulation that decadent moribund
system generates, aids and nurtures.
Again, this cost-pulled inflation needs
a special qualification. It is profit
maximization urge-pulled inflation-a
truth the Indian ruling quarters and
their subservient academicians
cleverly conceal. Pertinent to
mention that India is in a state of
stagflation, a combination of
stagnation and inflation which is a
feature of dying capitalism and
cannot be explained based on the
prescripts of classical bourgeois
economics which say inflation takes
place when people have more money
to buy goods and hence there is a
spurt in demand entailing more
production whereas recession or
stagnation of produced goods occurs
when there is low or no demand
indicating no money in the hands of
the buyers and so fall in prices or
deflation opposite of inflation. But
then how could surging inflation and
growing
stagnation
be
in
cohabitation? Seeing in the context of
monetary policy, if interest rate is
brought down, it is supposed to
stimulate investment. But much to
the discomfort of the bourgeois
planners, such does not happen as in
a shrinking market (meaning starved

of demand because of dip in people’s
buying power), the monopolists and
multi-nationals feel no urge for
productive investment. In fact,
private investment has increased
around only 3% in last 20 years.
(ABP-04-05-22) The very claim of
increase in investment is a misnomer.
If one invested Rs 80 out of an
income of Rs 1000 earlier and now
invests Rs 100 out of an increased
income of Rs 2000, the rate of
investment dips and does not
increase.
Rightly
commented
editorial of a leading daily that
‘‘Monetary authorities have also
rightly pointed to the impact that the
increases in domestic pump prices of
petroleum products have had on
inflation. The onus is now squarely
on the RBI and fiscal authorities to
move in lockstep and take every
possible measure including cutting
fuel taxes to keep inflation from
running away and landing the
economy in stagflation.’’ (The Hindu05-05-22)

What can give some relief to
tormented people
And due to continuous raise in
price by the business houses to
preserve profit maximization coupled
with pro-monopolist fiscal policies
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(like overdose of taxes and cess on
goods and reckless tax concessions
and waivers to the corporate sector)
even the produced goods find no
takers and remain stockpiled. Thus,
capitalism is caught in its own web.
RBI too is enmeshed in that. So, the
quackeries like tickling with interest
rates would bring no succour.
People can get some relief only if
they are provided with regular
remunerative means of earning
which would augment their buying
power.
The Government needs to
retrace from the path of reckless
privatization, take initiative to set up
labour-intensive industries under its
aegis, tax the rich at higher rate and
refrain from showing any mercy to
the economic offenders, loan
defaulters and price manipulators.
Oil prices must be brought down by
reducing tax components. Blackmarketing hoarding and such other
grave offences have to be dealt with
a strong hand. There is no other
alternative. Suffering people should
also close their rank in voicing this
demand unitedly and in an organized
way to exert pressure on the
government and make it yield to
their demands.

India ranks 150th in the World Press
Freedom Index
India’s ranking in the World
Press Freedom Index has fallen
down to 150th position from last
year’s 142nd rank out of 180
countries, according to a report by a
global media watchdog released on 3
May 2022. On the World Press
Freedom Day, Reporters Without
Borders and nine other human rights
organisations asked Indian authorities
to stop targeting journalists and online
critics for their work, the international
non-profit organisation said in a
statement on its website. More
specifically, they should stop
prosecuting
them
under
counterterrorism and sedition laws.
‘‘The authorities’ targeting of
journalists coupled with a broader
crackdown
on
dissent
has
emboldened Hindu nationalists to
threaten, harass and abuse journalists
critical of the Indian government,
both online and offline, with
impunity,’’ it said. The ‘Reporters
sans Frontiers’ (RSF) said: ‘‘The
authorities should also conduct
prompt, thorough, independent and
impartial
investigations
into
allegations of threats and attacks
targeting journalists and critics,
including
from
government
officials… journalists should not have
to risk their freedom and their lives to
do their work.’’
It bears recall that when India
was ranked 142 in this index last year,
the BJP-led Indian government

disagreed with stating that the
ranking was done based on ‘‘very
low sample size, little or no
weightage to fundamentals of
democracy,
adoption
of
a
methodology which is questionable
and non-transparent, lack of clear
definition of press freedom etc.’’ But
the government has not yet provided
credible evidence in favour of its
disapproval. According to a media
report, under the Modi government,
the ongoing assault on media
freedom takes multiple forms like
arrest and imprisonment of
journalists, filing fake cases, use of
intrusive surveillance against them,
physically assaulting and intimidating
them, banning media houses on
charges of sedition, rendering the
Press Council of India ineffective
etc. (Source: Hindustan Times-09-02-22,
04-05-22, The Wire 03-05-22)
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Comrade
Swapan Ghosh,
Polit Bureau
member,
SUCI(C),
hoisting Red
Flag at the
Party’s Central
Office in Kolkata
on May Day.
Also present are
Comrades Swapan Ghosal, Manab Bera and Chhaya Mukherjee, all
Central Committee members (first, second and third from the right) and
other State level leaders of the Party.

AIUTUC condemns announcement of LIC IPO
In a statement issued on 5 May 2022, Comrade Shankar Dasgupta,
General Secretary, AIUTUC vehemently condemned announcement of
launching LIC IPO by the BJP led central government in the process of its
aggressive privatization drive in tune with the mission of ‘ease of doing
business’ at the behest of the domestic and foreign financial oligarchy.
Second Karnataka
State Level
Conference of
AIKKMS at
Dharwad on 2829 April 2022.
Seated on the dais
among others, are
Comrades
Shankar Ghosh
General Secretary
and Satyawan,
President, respectivly, ofAIKKMS. (7th and 8th from the right)

West Bengal State Secretary, SUCI(C) writes to
Union BJP Minister of Textiles demanding scrapping of
anti-labour, anti-farmer policies in Jute sector
In a letter issued on 3 May 2022
to Union Minister of Textiles,
Comrade Chandidas Bhattacharjee,
Polit Bureau member and West
Bengal State Secretary, SUCI(C),
drew his attention to the severe crisis
Jute Industry in West Bengal is facing
because of questionable Jute policy of
the central government. Already.
Sixteen Jute mills have got closed
now, throwing 50 thousand Jute

workers into joblessness and untold
misery.
Life of about 2.5 lakhs of Jute
workers and 40 lakh peasants involved
in this industry are in grave
uncertainty. He urged the minister to
follow the fair jute policy, use of ecofriendly, biodegradable jute bags
instead of synthetic bags and scrap
the anti-labour, anti-farmer policies of
the Government.

Protesting
astronomical
hike in
LPG price
Patna, Bihar

Anantapur,
AP
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Revolutionary
tribute to the
martyrs’ column in
front of the
AIUTUC Central
Office in Kolkata.
Comrade A L
Gupta, vice
President, AIUTUC, offering red salute.

Regulation on two degrees

New proposal was never placed in public
domain for securing opinion
Contd. from page 6

These are the means evolved and
made active by the capitalistsimperialists particularly during the
days of globalization-privatizationliberalization. But the myth of
globalization has vanished into thin
air. The capitalist-imperialist world
now needs newer and newer
trickeries and treacheries to carry
on smoothly the fruitless efforts
towards getting over market crisis,
industrial stagnation and economic
recession. The India government,
acting as the political manager of
the ruling monopolists, preferred to
dance happily to the tunes and
diktats of the big imperialist powers
and their ancillaries like the WTO,
World Bank, etc.
So, while in 2015 they offered
Higher education Sub-sector to the
WTO-GATS thus shoving it into
the vagaries of global market, in
2016 they promulgated the ‘‘joint
degree— twinning programme
regulation’’. But the path did not
prove smooth for them. They
needed to ease the rules. In the
broader sphere of total economy
too, the Union government
hectically
moved
towards
simplification and liberalization of
FDI-related rules and norms
relating to 15 major sectors of the
Indian economy, including vital
ones like construction, defence,
banking, single brand retail trade
and wholesale trade for small and
medium scale industries etc. These
were clearly oriented towards
opening up the economy, even
national
security
to
the
multinationals as well as imperialist
powers. Along with those, they
took up the education sector as a
part of the same game plan or the
same conspiracy. So, there was
one amendment after another to
reach the present 2022 amendment
referred to above. Notwithstanding
all verbiages, the move is directed
towards protecting and promoting
the interests of Indian and foreign
corporate houses to pursue trade in
education in the global market at

the cost of the interests of majority
of students-teachers and people of
the country. Such a move can only
snatch the minimum education of
any worth from the Indian people
and bring disaster to the traditionally
acclaimed academic and pedantic
glory of the country, as well.
The above narration presents
in brief some of the problems that
the gorgeous regulation of the UGC
may pose while advocating dual,
joint degrees and twinning
programmes. The motive is also
indicated. These make the ‘Combo
learning’ (for dual or joint degree or
twinned
programme;
The
Statesman) a jumbo project to
plumb the extent to which education
of the country can be handed over
to the corporate houses of the
country and abroad, the bird's eye
being the USA. NEP 2020 is its
origin; the UGC the foster-father. It
will rear a handful of rich students
academically well-groomed for life
to be used by the government as a
brand for India in the global market
of the education service sector,
courtesy WTO-GATS and World
Bank. It will require more money
for studies, forsaking of part-time
jobs even if the students may be
needing those, more time, more
stress. Thus, it will add to everdeepening
privatizationcorporatization of
education
discriminating and depriving those
handfuls from the hapless
overwhelming majority. Pity! In the
NEP 2020 and in the ‘heart-toheart’ talk, from ministers to even
the prime minister, the government
exhorts students not to run after
degrees; but allures them with a
goal of earning not just one, but
more than one degree: dual, joint or
twinned, the terms are immaterial.
This goal can be reached by only
those who can satisfy the demands
of the corporate houses, financial,
academic, work-hours put in or
anything else.
(Sources: The Statesman, 20-04-22.
The Indian Express, 21-04-22, The Hindu,
19-04-22, 21-04-22)
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