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Long Live Great Marx
‘‘The essential conditions for the existence and for the sway of the bourgeois class is the formation and augmentation
of capital; the condition for capital is wage labour. Wage labour rests exclusively on competition between the laborers.
The advance of industry, whose involuntary promoter is the bourgeoisie, replaces the isolation of the laborers, due to
competition, by the revolutionary combination, due to association. The development of Modern Industry, therefore, cuts
from under its feet the very foundation on which the bourgeoisie produces and appropriates products. What the bourgeoisie
therefore produces, above all, are its own grave-diggers.’’ (Communist Manifesto)
5 May 1818 - 14 March 1883

Long Live Great Stalin
‘‘The very fact that capitalism is rationalizing its technique and is producing a vast mass of goods which the market
cannot absorb, this very fact tends to intensify the struggle within the imperialist camp for markets and for fields of
capital export and leads to the creation of the conditions for a new war, for a new redivision of the world. Is it difficult
to understand that the excessive growth of capitalism’s productive potentialities, coupled with the limited capacity of the
world market and the stability of ‘‘spheres of influence,’’ intensifies the struggle for markets and deepens the crisis of
capitalism? Capitalism could solve this crisis if it could increase the wages of the workers severalfold, if it could
considerably improve the material conditions of the peasantry, if it could thereby considerably increase the purchasing
power of the vast masses of the working people and enlarge the capacity of the home market. But if it did that, capitalism
would not be capitalism. Precisely because capitalism cannot do that, precisely because capitalism uses its ‘‘incomes’’
not to raise the well-being of the majority of the working people, but to intensify their exploitation and to export capital
to less-developed countries in order to obtain still larger ‘‘incomes’’ –– precisely for that reason, the struggle for markets
and for fields of capital export gives rise to a desperate struggle for a new re-division of the world and of spheres of
influence, a struggle which has already made a new imperialist war inevitable.’’
[Speech at the joint plenum of the Central Committee and the Central Control Commission of the CPSU(B)]

18 December 1878
– 5 March 1953

Genesis of current Ukrainian Conflict lies in the rivalry
between Russian imperialism and US-led imperialism
On 24 February morning,
Russian forces launched a military
assault on neighbouring Ukraine,
crossing its borders and bombing
military targets near and within big
cities. This Russian military
aggression and intervention in
Ukraine has been vehemently
condemned by all peace-loving
people of the world. Two days back,
Russia gave recognition to the
Donetsk People's Republic and the
Lugansk People's Republic in the
Donbass region of eastern Ukraine,
established in 2014. These two
breakaway regions were seized by
Russian-backed rebels after Russia
invaded Crimea in the same year
after an US-backed coup ousted
pro-Russian President Yanukovych
and installed their pliant regime.
Russia even declared that it would
send troops to protect the two
republics if they come under further
attack from either the present proUS Ukraine regime or NATO.
Demanding :
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Within no time, US and some of
their European allies imposed
stringent economic sanctions on the
two republics. In fact for last two
months, the US had been
propagating that Russia would
invade Ukraine. But the Russian
authorities continued to deny that.
French President Macron tried to
mediate between the US and Russia
for an amicable diplomatic solution
through dialogue. Once it appeared
that the tension might be diffused by
successful bilateral talk. But now,
these aggressive postures on either
side have made the situation further
complicated and
finally
an
aggressive move towards military
settlement is in display.

Ukraine —hotbed of
imperialist intrigue
Ukraine, now a capitalist
country after collapse of Soviet
Union following counter-revolution,
has been a playground for imperialist
intrigues and machinations for long.
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Right from the day Ukraine was
dismembered from erstwhile USSR,
the US imperialists have been trying
to establish their hegemonic control
on this country rich in natural
resources
and
remarkable
agricultural production. Much more

is its strategic importance as its
boundaries touch Russia, Belarus,
Romania, Slovakia, Hungary,
Moldavia, Black Sea and Azov Sea.
Although Ukraine is not rich in oil
and natural gas, it is one of the main
Contd. on page 2

SUCI (Communist) vehemently criticizes unilateral
m11ilitary intervention of Russia in Ukraine
Strongly criticizing the unilateral military intervention of Russia
in Ukraine which took place on 24 February 2022, Comrade
Provash Ghosh, General Secretary, SUCI (Communist), issued the
following statement on the same day:
We strongly condemn imperialist Russia’s military invasion of
Ukraine, in the name of ‘A Special Military Operation’. As US
imperialists-led NATO extended its sphere of control over most of the
East European countries, Russia as a contending power and in its bid to
bring Ukraine under its domination has launched this aggression.
Conflict on domination between US imperialism and Russian
imperialism created this war situation which is endangering the world
peace. Moreover, being faced with unprecedented crises of
unemployment, retrenchment, poverty and rising peoples’ outbursts of
movements these imperialists powers are escalating war, war tension and
national chauvinism to divert peoples’ attention.
We demand that Russian government must stop this aggression
immediately and call upon the people of whole world to raise their voice
against this aggression.
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Ukraine

Lenin’s prognosis that ‘‘imperialism
generates war’’ is once again reaffirmed
Contd. from page 1

regions in the world over which oil
and natural gas of Russia and
Caspian Sea are transported to
Europe and other countries. Ukraine
also possess a highly developed
infrastructure and cheap but highly
educated and equipped labour
power—both endowments of Soviet
socialism. So both economically and
strategically, it assumes immense
importance to the US imperialists
and their allies. Hence, the Pentagon
rulers, the US corporate houses,
multi-nationals as well as the big
business of the Western imperialist
countries have been having an
eagle’s eye on Ukraine for last three
decades. To bring Ukraine to their
side, the US imperialists were
making frantic efforts to rope it in
the NATO. In fact, NATO was
expanded to almost every country of
Eastern Europe to lock in place
capitalist restoration of the formerly
socialist countries. But their efforts
to woo Ukraine totally to their side
did not materialize as Russia, which
gradually emerged as a formidable
imperialist power after dismantling
of socialism and having similar
economic and political interests,
appeared as their bete noir.
However, US did not spare any
possible means to bring Ukraine
under their fold by orchestrating
coups, planting rebels, installing
pliant regime and so forth. On the
other hand, Russian imperialists too

aligning Ukraine towards the EU.
Before long the constantly growing
confrontation and increasingly
deadly clashes, in a series of events
dubbed ‘Euromaidan’ (a wave of
demonstrations and civil unrest in
Ukraine, which began on the night
of 21 November 2013), seemed to
push Ukraine to the brink of civil
war. In February, Yanukovych left
for Crimea and from there went into
exile in Russia. The following year
parliament deposed him as President
and subsequently in 2019 he was
condemned for treason in absentia.
Though the monopoly controlled
media was trying to paint the conflict
as one between democracy and
corruption and between nationalist
west Ukraine and the majorly
Russian-speaking east Ukraine, in
fact it was basically a political
reflection of contradiction between
the two imperialist camps vying with
each other over domination on that
country. This can be gauged also in
the way the US and European
capitalists had earlier been
supporting Yuschenko who was
trying to bring Ukraine into NATO
in his standoff with Yanukovych
both in the 2004 presidential
elections, and during the latter’s two
stints as prime minister in
parliament. On the other hand,
Yanukovych seemed to be tilted
towards Russia. Since restoration of
capitalism, the people of Ukraine
have been subjected to ever-
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country and creating a situation with
the possibility of direct confrontation
gripped Ukraine, that culminated in
the Euromaidan events.

Crimea episode
Here a special mention needs
to be made about developments in
Crimea, a peninsula along the
northern coast of the Black Sea in
Eastern Europe. It has a population
of 2.4 millions, made up mostly of
ethnic Russians with significant
Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar
minorities. The peninsula was
reorganized as the Crimean
Autonomous
Soviet
Socialist
Republic in 1921. Later, it was
downgraded from an autonomous
republic to an oblast (region) of the
Russian Soviet Federated Socialist
Republic, and in 1954 it was
transferred to Ukraine to mark the
300th anniversary of the Pereyaslav
Agreement, a treaty that had
submitted Ukraine to Russian rule.
After sad dissolution of Soviet
Union, the Crimean Peninsula, on
which the de facto republic is
located, became a part of postSoviet Ukraine in 1991, upon the
latter’s independence, by virtue of
Ukraine’s uti possidetis inheritance
of the territory from the Ukrainian
Soviet Ssocialist Republic, of which
Crimea was a part since 1954. In
2014, Russia recognized and
supported the separatists, the
secessionists—the overwhelming
majority, apparently, being ethnic
Russians who wanted to join Russia
at that time and did not want to stay
under pro EU-NATO regimes. Two
two
federal
subjects
were
established in that peninsula,

SUCI(C) organized countrywide protest demonstration
on 26 February against Russian invasion of Ukraine
and in demand for dismantling NATO

Kolkata
were trying to keep Ukraine aligned
to them by blowing hot and cold.
Trouble began when on 21
November 2013 Viktor Yanukovych,
the then and subsequently deposed
President of the country, announced
his sudden decision to postpone
signing the ‘‘association agreement’’
with the European Union in favour
of aid and natural gas agreements
with Russia, even though he had
earlier agreed to endorse
it.
Following that, there was mass
unrest and came out on the streets
in protest by sign proponents of

Bangalore
increasing
suppression
and
oppression. On the other hand,
Russian interference in their internal
affairs and nascent Russian
imperialism’s domineering attitude
during the tenure of Yanukovych’s
rule gave birth to mass discontent
which erupted in the form of
massive demonstrations. Capitalizing
on this discontent among the people,
the Yuschenko group finally
managed to win the election in
December 2004. But from then on,
a serious political crisis ensued even
posing threat to the integrity of the

Republic of Crimea and the federal
city of Sevastopol. But the territories
are still internationally recognized as
being part of Ukraine. But they
continued to remain the centres of a
stand-off. Pro-Russian and proUkrainian demonstrations clashed
with each other. While the former,
apparently larger in number declined
to go with ‘Ukrainian fascists’, the
latter chanted slogan against ‘illegal
occupation’ of Crimea. ProRussian lawmakers stood for a
referendum on 16 March 2014, a
move that has been dismissed as

‘illegitimate’ by the new Ukraine
government backed by the western
imperialist powers. Thus, people of
Ukraine continued to be strangled by
capitalists-imperialists and their
brute power game. The spate of
incidents in succession exacerbated
the situation further. While
clamouring
against
Russian
incursion, the US imperialists
nakedly imposed sanction and
warned those undermining the
‘‘democratic processes’’, dictated
terms and thus nakedly intervened in
Ukraine’s internal matters.
Again at the end of the
‘Euromaidan’ protests in February
2014 when a series of violent events
involving protesters, riot police and
unknown shooters in the Ukrainian
capital Kyiv led to the ouster of the
Yanukovych
pro-Russian
government and he fled to Russia, a
new pro-US government was then
formed in Ukraine. Pertinent to
mention that it was not merely an
event of ‘people’s rebellion against
an autocratic rule’, nor just a
‘struggle for democracy’ as the US
imperialists and their lackeys with
the help of pliant media tried to
make the world believe. Their cries
for democracy rather prove to be in
the same refrain in which they
raised the hype whenever they
come out to force a change of
regime be it in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Libya or Syria. Nor, was it triggered
merely in response to uncalled for
Russian military intervention in the
neighboring Ukraine ostensibly to
protect people of Russian origin or
speaking Russian. In fact, Russia
was having concerns for its national
security because of
aggressive
presence of NATO inching forwards
towards Russian doorsteps. It is
pertinent to mention here that after
being thoroughly discredited in the
oil-rich Middle-East and beating
retreat in Syria, US imperialists have
been trying to switch to East Europe
in pursuit of their hegemonic design.
On the other hand, Russia, which
gained success in militarily aiding
the President Assad-led Syrian
regime in combating US aggression,
derived confidence of its own might
and ability. Thus the two major
imperialist powers have been in
confrontation for quite sometime.
What is most regretful is that around
14,000 precious innocent lives of
Ukrainian people were lost in this
sustained
virtual
civil
war
orchestrated by the two major
contending imperialist camps.
The Ukraine crisis has thus
been deep enough to draw in the
major powers of the capitalistimperialist world, namely the US and
the European majors led by
Germany, France, on the one side
and Russia on the other. They are
embroiled in a crisis that seemed at
Contd. on page 4
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Union Budget 2022

Hollow basket draped in
variegated verbosity
One person had borrowed Rs 5
lakhs from his friend. But he was
persistently evading repayment. His
friend was indeed enraged. From
friend, he was turning into a foe. No
promise of earliest repayment or
‘impeccable’ reasons for inability to
pay back the loan at present could
satisfy the friend. Seeing no way to
come out of the predicament, the
person planted a sandal wood tree
and told his friend: ‘‘This sapling is
yours. When it would grow into a
tree in about 10 years’s time, its
value would be more than Rs 5
lakhs. Hope you would agree that I
have not only honoured my words
but made provision for your extra
gains.’’ When one looks at this
years’ Union Budget, one would find
that the BJP-led government, its
Prime Minister (PM), Finance
Minister (FM), a slew of
bureaucrats and erudite economic
advisors have found the above story
worth emulating in preparing their
ritualistic document interspersed
with high-sounding phrases and
jargons sans substance. ‘‘This
Budget seeks to lay the foundation
and give a blueprint to steer the
economy over the Amrit Kaal (time
of nectar) of the next 25 years from India at 75 to India at 100. It
continues to build on the vision
drawn in the Budget of 2021,’’ said
the BJP FM in her budget speech. In
last year’s budget speech, she
exclaimed: ‘‘This moment in history
is the dawn of a new era–one in
which India is well-poised to truly be
the land of promise and hope.’’ And
then she quoted from Rabindranath
Tagore’s Fireflies–a collection of
Aphorisms, ‘‘Faith is the bird that
feels the light and sings when the
dawn is still dark’’. Then she
informed
the
countrymen
relentlessly assailed by economic
distress, fiscal savagery, mounting
unemployment and rising corruption
at all levels of government
administration that her budget
proposals ‘‘will further strengthen
the Sankalp (pledge) of Nation
First, Doubling Farmer's Income,
Strong Infrastructure, Healthy
India,
Good
Governance,
Opportunities
for
Youth,
Education
for
All,
Women
Empowerment,
and
Inclusive
Development,
among
others.
Additionally, also on the path to
fast-implementation are the 13
promises we (the BJP government)
had made in the Budget of 201516 which were to materialise
during the Amrut Mahotsav of

2022… too resonate with this
vision of AtmaNirbharta (Selfreliance).’’ Excellent conjuring !!!
But then honourable FM, where is
your report card of fulfilment of the
‘‘13 promises’’ and strengthening of
‘‘Sankalp’’? Do you not owe a
responsibility to the citizens of India
who expect corroboration of that?
Or do you and your PM as well as
other colleagues and associates
believe that substituting Budget
speech by a hollow pedagogic
discourse would well neigh be a
cover to bountiful deceptions you
have been dishing out customarily
every year and the people would be
overwhelmed by repeated obnoxious
desk-thumping by the treasury
bench during delivery of the speech?
Then you all are living in fool's
paradise. And we shall prove that
hereunder.

Example of ‘‘bold strides’’
towards self-reliance
Earlier it was celebration of
Amrit Mahotsav in 2022. Now it is
stepping into an Amritkal having a
span of 25 years. Earlier it was a
mission. Now it is a vision. By
‘‘Nation First’, the FM in 2021
might have referred to the ‘‘Make in
India’’ slogan, an offshoot of
Atmanirvar Bharat. What is the
progress in this respect and how
have the common toiling masses
been benefitted from that? Which
are the consumable goods that have
been produced in the country for
people's benefit? Are the Indian
people getting items of daily
necessity at a much cheaper price?
Mahotsav has no answer. For
example, China’s share in India’s
import basket has surged over a
year after calls emerged for boycott
of Chinese goods in the aftermath of
the India-China standoff and the
subsequent proclaimed push by the
BJP
government
for
‘Atmanirbharta’ (self-sufficiency).
India’s imports from China jumped
to $97.5 billion. The major items of
import from China include telecom
instruments, computer hardware and
peripherals, fertilisers, electronic
components/instruments,
project
goods, organic chemicals, drug
intermediates, consumer electronics,
and electrical machinery, Minister of
State for Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel said in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha. (The Hindu
15-02-22) Let us not cite more
examples.

Doubling farmer’s income (!)
Farmers were assured that
their income would double by 2022.

Has it been achieved? The
government is tight-lipped. It is also
silent over growing suicides by
peasants. Over 4.5 lakh peasants
have committed suicide in the last
two decades. Every day, 28 people
dependent on farming die by suicide.
Will the days to come bring any
relief to the highly distressed
peasants ? At least, the agriculture
budget does not give any such
indication.
Budget
allocation
towards agriculture has dropped
from 4.3% to 3.8% when compared
with the total budget figure.
Allocation towards Fasal Bima
Yoyna (Crop Insurance) has been
reduced. Last year, Rs 4000 crores
were allocated for PM Sichai
Yoyna (which is meant to focus on
investment in irrigation and
improving water-use efficiency).
Half of that has not been spent
despite tagging PM’s name to it. In
fact, for farmer-centric allocations,
the picture of proposed outlays
versus actual disbursements looks
murky. Even before the pandemic,
the shortfall between budgeted and
actual expenditure claims was
roughly 42% for schemes of the
aforesaid Sichai Yojana. The
proposed five river linking projects
by spending Rs 44,605 crore on the
pretext of augmenting irrigation
benefits might prove disastrous to
maintaining ecological balance. This
year, glaringly to incite Hindutva
passion centring round the Ganga
river, a scheme of Chemical-free
Natural Farming on farmlands in 5km wide corridors along river Ganga
has been announced. In fact, this
would cater to the profit
maximization motive of the big multinationals who are now seeing
fortune in marketing organic food to
the affluent and overseas buyers.
The government says this would
clean the Ganga river. This is also a
bluff. The factories situated along
the bank of the Ganga are merrily
releasing industrial wastes including
toxic wastes into the river violating
environmental norms. That is
causing river pollution. Floating dead
bodies in UP and Bihar during
corona pandemic bore testimony of
how ‘‘concerned’’ the government is
about purification of the Ganga.
Allocation towards agricultural
education and research has been
curtailed. Budget for procuring
crops at Minimum Support Price
(MSP) has been stated to be Rs
2.38 lakh crores, lower than the
actual expenditure of last year.
Incidentally, the historic peasant
movement has demanded for legal
guarantee to MSP which the
government has not yet accepted.
Interestingly, the Budget speech has
declared 2023 as the International
Year of Millets and said that support
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will be provided for post-harvest
value addition, enhancing domestic
consumption, and for branding millet
products
nationally
and
internationally. Millets are crops of
smaller granules which were hitherto
known as poor man's food. But the
nutritional value of millet is more
than rice or wheat. So the giant
multinationals are procuring millets,
processing them and then selling
them as attractive brands of course
at a higher price. In keeping with
the profit interest of the agri-giants
from millet trading, the BJP FM has
promised support for post-harvest
value addition, enhancing domestic
consumption and for branding millet
products
nationally
and
internationally. What is more
noteworthy is that for financing the
start-up agriculture and rural
enterprise which would provide ITbased technical support to the
Farmer Producer Organizations and
delivery of digital and high-tech
services to the peasants like ‘‘use of
‘Kisan Drones’
for crop
assessment, digitization of land
records, spraying of insecticides, and
nutrients’’, the FM besides
announcing such schemes to be on
PPP model has talked of creating a
fund with 'blended capital', to be
raised under the co-investment
(means so called private-public
partnership) model. This evidently
would not benefit the peasants but
the giant private players in
agriculture. Moreover, in a country
where around 80 crore people are
stated to be in poor category and
most of the villages do not have
potable water supply, how would
private player-sponsored digital
agriculture be of any service to the
peasants at large?
The PM has claimed that
fertilizer subsidy has been raised this
year from Rs 79,000 crores to
Rs1.05 lakh crores. Is it a truthful
claim? Searching out budget figures
from the annexures to the FM's
speech, it is seen that fertilizer
subsidy is estimated to decline from
from Rs 1,40,122 crore last year to
Rs 1,05,222 crore during 2022-23
fiscal i.e. a reduction by 25% while
food subsidy is estimated to decline
by 28% to Rs 2,06,831 crore from
Rs 2,86,469 crore in the same
period.
Taken together, total
subsidies towards food and fertilizer
are estimated to further decline to
Rs 3,17,866 crore from Rs 4,33,108
crore in the current fiscal. In its
revised budget estimate for 2021-22
fiscal, the government pegged total
subsidies to be at Rs 4,33,108 crore
as against the actual budget estimate
of Rs 7,07,707 crore in the previous
financial year, a decline by 39%. So,
what about doubling farmers’
Contd. on page 5
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Ukraine

Power conflict between two imperialist forces
should not impair struggling unity of oppressed
Russian and Ukrainian people
Contd. from page 2

one stage to be one of the severest
of confrontations since the days of
the ‘‘Cold War’’, between the
western imperialist power bloc and
Russia, now itself a capitalistimperialist power. Though China,
which also turned into an imperialist
power after completion of counterrevolution in 2004, did not involve
themselves directly in the conflict,
their tacit support has been to
Russia. India, another imperialist
power, so far has not sided with
either US bloc or Russia, abstained
from voting against Russia at UN
Security Council and only appealed
to Russia for eschewing violence.
This skilful equidistance is to keep

Gas) in the world. The US have
also surpassed Russia as the world's
largest gas producer. US oil and gas
giants, as well as their pliant
bourgeois leaders have been pushing
European countries to increase their
capacity to receive LNG by framing
it as an energy security issue since
that enable them to dispose of
excess
domestic
production
conveniently as well as profitably.
Shifting purchases to the US would
make all the European economies
dependent on US pricing.
But a thorn in their neck is a
1,230-kilometer-long long natural gas
pipeline project called Nord Stream.
It runs from Russia to Germany's
Baltic coast pipeline under the

the present German chancellor Olaf
Scholz said that ‘‘With regard to the
latest developments, we need to
reassess the situation also with
regard to Nord Stream 2. It sounds
very technocratic but it is the
necessary administrative step in
order to stop certification of the
pipeline’’. So there is a stalemate.
The fact is that Russia already
provides around a third of Europe’s
natural gas through other existing
pipelines. While it is far cheaper,
environmentally preferable and more
direct to build pipelines from Russia
to European customers than to
export from North America, US
corporations are driven to offload
liquefied natural gas (LNG) gas in
Europe, Asia or elsewhere. The
Pentagon rulers apprehend that
Russia would use Nord Stream 2
as a tool for influence over Germany
and Europe and undercut the ability

Protest demonstration by SUCI (C) against Russian invasion

Majuli, Garhmur, Assam
the scope for bargaining with either
side in deriving economic-political
advantage in future. Thus, Ukraine
continued to remain a hotbed of
imperialist-imperialist contradiction
and intrigue surcharged with war
psychosis.

Nord Stream 2 project
There is another formidable
issue on which the imperialistimperialist contradiction is so
accentuated as to result in war
threat. The advent of hydraulic
fracturing or ‘‘fracking’’ has
transformed the US into an oil and
gas superpower. Though the
environmentalists are staunchly
opposed to fracking because the
extraction process poisons local
groundwater quality and causes
seismic events, most of US gas
production is by fracking. To store
and transport natural gas extracted
through fracking, it is chilled to
minus 162 C (minus 260 F), which
transforms it to liquefied natural gas,
which is 1/600th of its volume in a
gaseous state. The liquid is shipped
in reinforced massive tankers called
LNG carriers in large, onboard,
super-cooled (cryogenic) tanks to
the special LNG terminals in
Europe. LNG needs to be
transformed from its liquid state
back to gas and then transported
through pipes at high pressure. With
fracking technology in operation, the
US has become
the largest
exporter of LNG (Liquefied Natural

Baltic Sea, parallel to an earlier
Nord Stream pipeline and would
double its capacity, to 110 billion
cubic meters of gas a year. It is a
joint German-Russian energy project
which is now complete. At present,
Germany imports 35% of the gas it
needs from Russia, and Angela
Merkel, former German Chancellor
thought that Nord Stream 2 would be
a way of getting much more
Russian gas delivered directly to
Germany through transmission under
the Baltic Sea bypassing Ukrainian
transit infrastructure. Ukraine, in that
case would stand to forego
approximately $2bn in transit fees
from Russia. The loss of the fees,
the US rulers fear, could further
destabilize the country now having a
pliant regime of theirs. This newly
laid pipeline is set to double the gas
supply. It was awaiting final
certification by German regulators
who hitherto maintained that the
pipeline was solely a commercial
project. But now, perhaps under
pressure of US, the German
government is withholding the
clearance as it took the step after
Russia formally recognised two
breakaway regions in eastern
Ukraine, and sent troops there.
Though Germany badly needs the
pipeline for its energy transition from
coal and nuclear until it can build or
import enough renewable energy
and has already closed down three
of its last six nuclear power stations,

Patna
of giant US energy corporations to
sell their far more expensive natural
gas extracted through hydraulic
fracturing or fracking. It would
deprive them of enjoying financial
and geopolitical advantage in the
region. So, the US imperialists have
been trying to sabotage the project
at every turn as they are frantic to
short-circuit any European plan to
connect more with Russia and China
which would hinder the prospect of
exporting domestically surplus
natural gas to Europe and other
countries. Both the US and their
allies had been pressuring Germany
to publicly state that the future of
the pipeline which would be at risk
if Russia moved against Ukraine. In
fact, daily US announcements of
ominous information on Russian
plans to invade Ukraine have
dominated the media for two
months. Breaking news headlines
used to announce secret information
that U.S. intelligence has of 150,000
Russian troops on the Ukrainian
border. It clearly indicates that US
imperialism badly needs a war
threat to block expanding European
trade with Russia and China. On the
other hand, in the global competition
for expanding natural gas market,
Russia would cease to derive the
expected advantage if the project
would fall through. It also
commands enormous military might
and possesses highly developed
nuclear weapons. So, it is not
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cowed down by US war threats as
it knows the balance of military
power in the present global situation
does not affirm to any of the
superpowers' indulgence in a large
scale war. So, military action at local
levels might well nigh be a strong
bargaining strategy. The pro-US
Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelensky has already called Nord
Stream 2 ‘‘a dangerous political
weapon’’. It might therefore be so
that in order to create pressure on
the pro- NATO government, that
Russia has opted to undertake
aggressive military action as it can
hardly afford to lose fuel trade
advantage in Europe.
Ukraine has imposed a state of
emergency and told its citizens in
Russia to leave immediately, as
Moscow began evacuating its Kyiv
embassy in view of the Russian
military onslaught. The US, as
expected, has described Russia’s
actions as the start of an
‘‘invasion’’. Along with their allies
they have unveiled incremental
economic sanctions against Russia.
US President hastened to add that
they would impose sanctions on the
company building Russia’s Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline as well.

From spectacular rise in
socialism to debacle in
capitalism
After joining the USSR in
1922, Ukraine transformed itself into
a giant industrial force from a
backward agricultural and simply
mineral-rich region with the planned
socialist economy of the Soviet
Union. It became the second most
industrialized state in the USSR after
Russia. And it was that planned
socialist economy free from
exploitation and hence from market
crisis by dint of which Ukraine
could rise again after the unthinkable
destruction and devastation of World
War II. After the fall of socialism in
the USSR, the constituent states,
including Ukraine, fell away from
Russia to establish bourgeois rules
of their own just like Russia. At that
time,
Russia
formed
the
Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) to keep those
bourgeois states under its hegemonic
fold with its imperialist ambition.
Along with others, Ukraine also
joined CIS for its own capitalistic
interests. The US and the Western
imperialists at that time did not
oppose that move of Russia but with
the passage of time, Ukraine came
closer also to Western and US
imperialist countries in spite of its
closeness with Russia for its
speedier capitalist development.
The table had been turned
after the demise of great Stalin and
usurpation of the leadership of
Soviet Union and Soviet Communist
Contd. on page 6
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Not a single promise made
earlier has been honoured
Contd. from page 3

income? If the government had
instituted a sharp course correction
in agricultural policy by including a
major rise of public investment;
increasing in subsidy support to
farmers, ensuring more institutional
credit supply to the smallest of the
peasants, raising and guaranteeing
MSP at 50% above actual cost of
farming,
securing
hassle-free
government procurement of crops,
the peasants could have some relief.
But the BJP government apart from
paying meagre Rs 500 in cash per
head per month under PM Kisan
scheme as consolation, the BJP
government did nothing to improve
the lot of the peasants. Even under
this scheme, budget allocation has
marginally increased from Rs 67,
507 crores to 68, 000 crores. If one
factors in inflation, the allocation is
actually less. Allocation towards
Public Distribution System (I.e.
ration) is also lowered from Rs 2.42
lakh crores to Rs 2.06 lakh crores.
On the contrary, it drew up a
scheme to fully corporatize
agriculture much to the detriment of
the interest of the peasants.
So, the peasants had to thwart
the move by spearheading a yearlong epoch-making movement
braving all odds.

Customary parroting of strong
infrastructure and capex
The FM has made capital
investment the lynchpin of the
government’s growth strategy in
Budget 2022. ‘‘…public investment
must continue to take the lead and
pump-prime the private investment
and demand in 2022-23’’, she said
in her speech. Last year she talked
of monetizing operating public
infrastructure assets as a very
important financing option for new
infrastructure construction. Thereby,
she opened the floodgate of leasing
out assets created by public money
to corporate houses under the
pretext of garnering resources for
new infrastructure. No statement
has been made as to what extent
creation of new infrastructure has
come to the benefit of people at
large. This time, she has boasted of
securing ‘‘big public investment
for
modern
infrastructure,
readying for India at 100’’ (means
on the 100th year of India’s
independence).
To show how serious is the
government in this regard, the FM
stepped up the outlay for capital
expenditure (capex) in the central
government budget sharply by
35.4% —from Rs 5.54 lakh crore in
2021-22 to Rs 7.50 lakh crore in

2022-23 i.e. 2.9% of GDP and an
increase of Rs 2 lakh crores. If the
provision made for the creation of
capital assets through central grantsin-aid to states is taken into account,
the ‘effective capital expenditure’ of
the Union government would rise as
high as Rs 10.68 lakh crore in 202223, amounting to 4.1% of GDP. The
FM exuded immense pride in this.
But dissecting the figures, one
comes to a contrary conclusion.
Let us explain a bit as the truth
is cunningly camouflaged. We need
to recall that Central government’s
capital expenditure (capex) is
incurred through a provision in its
budget, which includes budgetary
support in the form of equity and
loans to public sector enterprises
(PSEs). The larger central public
sector comprises two big groups one, the Union government with its
ministries and departments and two,
central public sector enterprises and
entities. PSEs raise their own capital
resources from the market as well.
Their own resources are classified
as internal and extra-budgetary
resources
(IEBR).
Central
government's loans to the state
governments also count as the
central
government’s
capital
expenditure. Strictly speaking, this
loan cannot be construed as capital
expenditure. In any case, capital
expenditure of central government
together with internal and extrabudgetary resources make up the
total Union government and public
sector capital expenditure (total
central capex). Statement I annexed
to the budget speech has provided
the details. The IEBR of the PSEs,
as disclosed in Statement 1, was Rs
5.83 lakh crore in Budget 2021-22
and has decreased to Rs 4.69 lakh
crore in Budget 2022-23.The central
government has substantially hiked
the loans to state governments from
Rs 10,000 crore in Budget 2021-22
to Rs 1,00,000 crore in Budget 202223.The total central government and
public sector capital expenditure
disclosed in the annexure was Rs
11.37 lakh crore in Budget 2021-22
and placed at Rs 12.20 lakh crore
in Budget 2022-23. So the net
increase is Rs 83,000 crores and not
Rs 2 lakh crores as claimed.
Moreover, if one subtracts Rs
90,000 crores of additional loan to
the states (Rs 1 lakh crore this year
minus Rs 10,000 crores last year),
capex in 2022-23 would be only Rs
11.30 lakh crore –a net reduction of
Rs 7,000 crore.
Of the capital expenditure
provision of Rs 7.50 lakh crore in
Budget 2022-23–excluding the
capex through public sector
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enterprises, state government loans
and Rs 1.52 lakh crore of defence
capital expenditure—only Rs 1.39
lakh crore of capex is to be incurred
by all other ministries and
departments. The FM’s argument
that by increasing the capex, the
Central government was creating
conditions for crowding in more
private investment could not have
sounded hollower either in the facts
of the case. This is just one example
of how facts are cunningly
suppressed under jugglery of
figures. Also it requires to be borne
in mind that spurt in infrastructural
development ipso facto does not
mean increase in production.

Healthy India?
Everyone has seen during the
pandemic how the rickety structure
of Indian Healthcare system
dominated by private players was
laid bare. It brought to the fore how
the successive governments, the
current one included, have for
decades ignored public healthcare
systems, which has led to a situation
where privatization of healthcare has
been vigorously promoted and the
state's duty to protect the right to life
of individuals grossly neglected.
Primary and secondary healthcare
centres at a local level lie abandoned
or unmanned. General medical
practitioners, who formed the
backbone of private healthcare have
all, but disappeared. There are no
credible government medical testing
labs, except in large towns and
district headquarters. In most states
at the block-level, government
healthcare presence is either nonexistent or ineffective. In some
states, primary healthcare has been
taken away from municipal bodies
and is back with the state
government, with no benefit to the
ailing impoverished. Besides, access
to health care is poor, fragmented,
skewed to urban areas, and often of
low quality.
Lakhs of corona patients died
in absence of hospital beds, timely
medical intervention and without
oxygen support. The country has
just 0.7 bed per 1,000 inhabitants.
The prices of medicines including
life saving drugs are soaring skyhigh. Black-marketing in essential
drugs is rampant. With private
medical colleges admitting students
based on hefty donations and
irrespective
of
merit,
the
government diluting the medical
education by espousing 'mixopathy'
(a hotchpotch combination of
modern
medicine,
Ayurveda,
Homeopathy and others), the
standard of medical assistance is
also going down. Though the limited
number of doctors and other health
staff had set a glorious example by
providing all available medical
assistance to the corona patients
risking their own lives, the

government has not done anything to
reward them other than dropping
flower petals from helicopters and
beating metal plates initially.
Moreover, despite India’s poor
health care system, public health
care expenditure is abysmally low.
India spends less than 1.2 per cent
of its GDP on public health while
there is a long standing demand for
raising the health budget to at least
3% of GDP. Unsurprisingly, the
under-funding of public healthcare
has created a demand for private
hospitals among the middle class.
Private hospitals have mushroomed
in the last two decades so much so
that they provide 51 per cent of the
hospital beds available in India today.
Most of them are unaffordable to the
poor, of course. For brevity’s sake,
we are not repeating how
inefficiently and callously the BJP
government handled the corona
pandemic starting from arranging for
medical assistance to vaccination.
Though it is proved that the
sacrosanct ‘‘free market’’ has left
Indians waiting in the lines to die
and the glorified ‘‘private initiative’’
with the health corporates who
promised the sky and the moon are
distinctly failing to meet the
minimum social requirements: life
and health, the BJP government has
not cared to retreat from its policies
of privatization, commercialization
and dilution of healthcare. It ended
up announcing rolling out of a
‘Digital Health Ecosystem’ and a
‘National Tele Mental Health
Programme’ and then sounded weird
optimism that the with ‘‘accelerated
improvement of health infrastructure
in the past two years, we are in a
strong position to withstand
challenges’’.
When it comes to fund
allocation, the total health budget this
year is Rs 86, 200 crores which is
only Rs 200 crores more than the
previous year's revised budget of Rs
86,000 crores. Total public health
budget has been drastically cut from
Rs 74,820 crores to Rs 41,011 crores
i.e. by 45.19% which indicates that
whatever little scope for getting free
medical treatment in government
hospitals is still available will also
cease to exist. Over the Revised
Estimates,
the
total
health
expenditure budget in 2022-23 has
increased 0.23 per cent to Rs 86,200
crore. Cunningly the FM has taken
last year's original budget of Rs 73,
931 crores and not the revised
budget to claim that there is 16%
increase this year. Just 0.2% of GDP
is spent on medical research. Even
sum allocated for mid-day meal of
school children has been curtailed by
Rs 1,267 crores. This reduced focus
on the health despite exposure of
the near-dysfunctional health system
during the pandemic is highly
Contd. on page 7
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Ukrainian people must come out of grip
imperialism-capitalism and release proletarian
revolutionary struggle afresh to bring back
socialism
Contd. from page 4

Party by the revisionists. When no
one could initially make out that
Khrushchevite leadership would be
pursuing revisionist line, it was
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, an
outstanding Marxist leader and
thinker and founder General
Secretary of SUCI (C), who
warned way back in 1956 that
‘‘floodgate of revisionism’’ was
being opened under disguise of
denigrating Stalin and his authority.
This indeed proved to be true. As
against development along socialist
line, the revisionist leadership
reversed the direction and the
concomitant evils were manifest at
all levels of economy and society.
From 1965 the industrial growth in
Ukraine decreased, and finally
stagnated. Ukraine's economy
contracted further and severely
following the years after the Soviet
dissolution. The transition from
socialism to capitalism only meant
sufferings and downfall for the
majority of the population, of
which nearly 25% plunged into
poverty. A significant number of
citizens in rural Ukraine survived
by growing their own food, often
juggling two or more jobs and
buying the basic necessities
through the barter economy. More
than 60 million of Ukrainians were
reported to have gone abroad in
search of livelihood. Mortality rate
rose fast; scope of decent
education receded from common
people. Ukraine was hit by the
economic crisis of 2008 and the
country which once developed
without foreign aid had to live on a
humiliating IMF approved stand-by
loan of $16.5 billion. The hyperinflationary levels in the 1990s
pushed Ukraine to hold the world
record for inflation in the calendar
year of 1993. Thus, the capitalist
rule in Ukraine after dismantling of
socialism was bringing forth crisis
in people's life as elsewhere in the
capitalist world. The government
was unable to address people’s
problems and demands. This
generated huge resentment among
the masses. Proper political
consciousness among people was
marked by its absence; taking
advantage of it, ethnic-linguistic
tension and strife had been
incessantly fanned up; correct
revolutionary leadership to guide
people was lacking. All this helped
the reactionaries of the country to
come to the forefront and the
imperialist vultures to find a fertile

ground to carry through their
designs and engineer supine
submission of the country to
western imperialist dictates in the
name of bringing change. What is
further painful that the people of
both Russia and Ukraine who
once worked hand in hand in
cementing socialist construction as
constituents of Soviet Union, are
now made to turn guns against
each other because of imperialist
conspiracy after collapse of
socialism.

Ukrainians are now pawns in
imperialist–imperialist
contradiction
The growing acute market
crisis and recession made it urgent
for the imperialists to look for
newer markets even in the
unipolar world with no socialist
markets and bring in more and
more countries into their fold.
Among others, Ukraine market
has become their target. At the
same time, Russian capitalism
which had long consolidated its
power after the initial chaos of the
counter-revolution was also out to
pursue its hegemonic aspiration
for developing and expanding its
own sphere of influence. This
conflict between the Russian
imperialism,
EU and
US
imperialism is plainly centred on
grabbing market and extending
spheres of influence. Torn apart by
the ruthless capitalist exploitation
and oppression, as in other
capitalist country of the world,
compounded by the clashes and
skirmishes precipitated by the
imperialist powers to buttress their
respective narrow economicpolitical interests, the common
people of Ukraine are now pawns
in the hands of the brigands and
hegemons engaged in power
duels.
But the capitalist rulers of the
country as also the imperialist
hawks, including the Russian
rulers care a fig for suffering of
the Ukrainians. Faced with
unprecedented economic crisis,

Moscow
citizens
organized huge
anti-war rally
and demanded
of President
Putin to
withdraw
troops from
Ukraine

endemic of the system, marked by
rising prices, poverty, unemployment
and recession, the imperialists are
increesingly excalating war tension
and formenting national chauvinis11m
to divert attention of the oppressed
people. In fact, they thrive on
escalated suffering, mutual distrust and
disaffection among the people. Also
they are sestoring more and more to
militarization of economy. But
whoever may gain out of this conflict
of imperialists and whoever loses out–
the hardship of the people would not be
mitigated thereby. Rather, it would
sustain ethnic-nationality conflicts,
escalate war tensions in the region and
subject people to more and more
suffering. With the rabid anticommunist, anti-Russian and even antiSemitic fascist forces rising to power,
the progressive democratic minded
working people including those
sympathetic to socialism are sure to
face severe coercion and oppression.
Already the omens are there. The US
imperialist rulers are spitting unbridled
venom against the progressive
democratic minded section of the
population branding them as opponents
to their schemes.
So, the Ukrainian crisis is nothing
but the reflection of the crisis of world
capitalism and imperialism in a new
context. In such a situation the
patriotic people of Ukraine must now
realize that the conflict and contention
between the two groups of Ukrainian
bourgeoisie have nothing to do with
their interest because both these
groups dismantled their working class
state to restore capitalism for
exploiting them.
Both US and its allies as well as
Russian imperialism are out to fish in
troubled waters and hence backing this
or that bourgeois leader of their
country. Also the right thinking peaceloving people of the whole world can
easily make out that the armed
invasion by the Russian imperialist
rulers is triggered by nothing else but
the objective of expanding their sphere
of influence just like what the US
imperialists are engaged in globally. It
also once again proves that
contradiction between the capitalistimperialist camp and the socialist camp
was never the cause of outbreak of
any war. On the contrary, as shown by
great Lenin, ‘‘Imperialism generates
war’’. So long the mighty socialist

bloc, notwithstanding its many
limitations, was in place, it worked as
a bulwark against imperialist war
machination. But, now, in absence of
that, imperialist powers are unbridled
in their war-mongering.

Way out for suffering Ukrainians
In the circumstances, the toiling
people of Ukraine need to imbibe the
truth that the capitalist rule they have
ushered in with counter-revolution
would bring no respite to them from
any problem, any exploitation. Rather,
they would be squeezed more and
more between the two war-monger
imperialist camps fighting over grab of
market. From experience, many now
understand what they have lost with
the fall of socialism and how ruinous
has been the consequence of drifting
away from the invaluable teachings of
Marxism- Leninism. The situation has
unequivocally upheld the lesson that
only true socialism is the real
alternative for people; neither
revisionism in the cloak of socialism
nor capitalism- imperialism can free
people from exploitation, disunity,
discrimination and oppression. Hence
the goal is singular and that is
overthrow of capitalism again along
with throwing down these imperialist
demons from their shoulder. For that,
they will need to isolate the anti-people
forces and give rise to a strong
revolutionary leadership which will
uphold their cause, their rights, thwart
the bourgeois design to create linguistic
and regional cleavage in working class
solidarity, and will seek friendly and a
unified family-like relation with the
peace-loving people of the erstwhile
Soviet Russia of which they were also
once an integral part. Certainly they
need no guardian or overlord.
It is heartening to note that a
sizeable number of Russian citizens
are out in the street of Moscow and
Petrogard with anti-war slogans and
demanding of Russian President Putin
to take hands off Ukraine. This
solidarity of working people against
war-mongering of imperialist forces is
a silver line. Alongside asking for
stopping Russian military attack on
Ukraine immediately, the peace-loving
people of Ukraine as well as the entire
world should raise voice against US
imperialists and their allies and demand
dismantling of NATO. Ukrainian
people must not let themselves get
drawn into the lap of the US
imperialists or for that matter any other
imperialists in the name of resisting
Russia or vice versa. Only
spearheading a revolutionary struggle
afresh on the basis of MarxismLeninism and its developed and
enriched understanding provided by
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, the worthy
continuer of Marx-Engels-LeninStalin-Mao Zedong, can bring back
socialism in their fatherland and
remedy all their problems.

PROLETARIAN ERA

MARCH 1, 2022

PAGE SEVEN

Union Budget 2022

Reduction in budgetary
allocations galore
Contd. from page 5

condemnable and shows the
inhuman face of ruling capitalism the
BJP government is subservient to.
However, military budget has been
further increased to Rs. 4.05 lakh
crore and that too excluding the
component of Defence pensions
with exhortation to private houses to
invest in the sector.

Opportunities for youth
Officially, the unemployment
rate is hovering around 8% meaning
5.30 crore people are unemployed.
But the CMIE (Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy) report
says India's urban unemployment
rate soars to 30.9%. Unemployment
rate among those aged between 20
and 24 is 37%. Alone in the first
three months of Corona-induced
abrupt lockdown, over 11 crore
people were estimated to have lost
jobs. Of these, 9 crore were daily
wagers and around 2 crores were
salary earners. More than 80
percent of Indians work in jobs
without regular pay or social
benefits,
according
to
the
International Labour Organization.
In the cities, they are employed as
street vendors, construction workers
and in small kirana shops, or as
labourers on farms and in fields. So,
these people cannot be recognized
as employed but to be seen as
under-employed, self-employed or in
pseudo-employment. 84% Indian
households saw their income falling
in just one month in 2020.
According to World Bank report, at
43%,
India’s
pre-pandemic
employment-population ratio was
lower than the global rate of 55% in
2020. The situation has further
worsened during the pandemic. The
recent example of engineers,
graduates and postgraduates who
were among 8,000 people applying
for six posts of laboratory assistants,
also called ‘‘dom’’ (those who
handle and burn dead bodies) in the
morgue parlance, to handle corpses
at a state-run hospital in Kolkata, is
symbolic of the acute unemployment
problem in the country. Over and
above, one after another, industries
are closing down throwing lakhs out
of jobs. Recently we have seen
young people protesting for Railway
jobs, micro-sector producers in dire
straits as they have been facing
closures and PSU workers in
agitation as they fear? loss of jobs
due to privatization. It was expected
that the Union Budget would give
some relief to these sections by
promoting employment in these
sectors. But the budget has no
concern for that. It has not gone
beyond routine pronouncements

alike ‘‘Capital investment also
helps in creating employment
opportunities, inducing enhanced
demand for manufactured inputs
from
large
industries
and
MSMEs’’. But when purchasing
power of the people is on a steady
dwindle and the strength of India’s
middle class has shrunk to 6.6
crores, down a third from a prepandemic estimate of 9.9 crores,
entailing sharp fall in demand, are
not
such
pronouncements
preposterous?
Now if we look to unpack the
numbers of the Union Budget and
get to the core of what it means for
job creation, we shall find that
allocation towards skill development
and employment generation has
been cut from Rs 3,482 crores in 2122 to Rs 2,688 crores. Most
importantly, in a recent field study
undertaken by the Centre for New
Economics Studies, the team spoke
to a number of daily-wage workers
who have seen a 50%-60% dip in
days of work during a given month,
and a 70% drop on average in their
daily incomes. This is even as their
household expenses, especially
transport and conveyance, have
increased. Next is about the Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MNREGA). The Economic Survey
2022-23 itself highlighted that the
demand for the scheme remained
higher than pre-pandemic levels,
indicative of the fact that many
millions still are relying on this
programme to sustain themselves.
Despite this, the scheme found no
mention in Sitharaman’s 90-minute
speech. Rather, the government has
felt no qualm in reducing the
allocated expenditure to the Scheme
from Rs 98,000 crore under the
revised estimate in the previous
budget to Rs 73,000 crore in the
current budget, i.e. a drop by
25.2%. It is much lower than the
actual expenditure of Rs 1,11,170
crore during 2020-21. An analysis
shows that government would need
to earmark Rs 2.64 lakh crore
towards MNREGA if it intends to
offer 100 days of work per
household for the same number of
beneficiaries who opted for the
scheme during the current financial
year. Moreover, this is a guaranteed
job scheme for 100 days only. The
government is in no mood to think
what would the downtrodden ready
to give manual labour do for the rest
265 days of the year. The PM said
recently that 20% of those who
have lost job during the pandemic
would get it back. What about the
balance 80%? No answer. Who,
therefore, can dare to say that the

government is not keen to provide
jobs and income?

Education for all (!)
Death sentence of secular,
scientific education has already been
pronounced through the National
Education Policy that the BJP
government has rolled out in 2020.
Alongside, or as part of it,
saffronization of education by way
of revising syllabus is in full swing,
while the principal objective is to
completely privatize education and
subvert academic autonomy. It is
already known to all that there is
severe dearth of schools, teachers
and even proper school buildings.
With mushrooming growth of private
institutions
providing
modern
education against exorbitant fees,
the entire scope for education is
being skewed to favour a handful of
rich while the children of the poor
and even the lower middle class are
left in the lurch. The FM
acknowledged that ‘‘Due to the
pandemic-induced
closure
of
schools, our children, particularly in
the rural areas, and those from
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, and other weaker sections
have lost almost 2 years of formal
education, mostly in government
schools’’. And then she prescribed
the solution in introduction of a ‘one
class-one TV channel’ programme
of PM eVIDYA and establishment
of a digital university. The budget
does see an increase in allocation
but this is not being used to hire
more teachers, despite around 11
lakh pending appointments of
teachers about which the budget
makes no reference. The allocation
will go towards expansion of ‘‘one
class-one TV channel’’ from 12 to
200 in different languages. Thus is
guaranteed ‘education for all’.

Empowerment of women?
‘‘Recognizing the importance
of Nari Shakti as the harbinger of
our bright future and for women-led
development during the Amrit Kaal,
our
government
has
comprehensively revamped the
schemes of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development, informed
the FM. But what about stemming
growing crime against women like
rape, gang-rape, dowry deaths, bride
burning,
domestic
violence,
trafficking, female foeticide and
infanticide, eve-teasing, acid attacks,
marriage at child age and so forth?
What is the status of the ‘Nirbhaya
Fund’ created after the horrendous
Delhi rape and murder? The FM
kept mum and skillfully avoided
reference to women empowerment.

Climate issue
On climate issue, the FM
began quoting from the PM’s
Glasgow summit speech that ‘‘what
is needed today is mindful and

deliberate utilization, instead of
mindless
and
destructive
consumption.’’
The
PM’s
Panchamrit (five elixirs) prescription
in Glasgow comprised low carbon
development strategy, domestic
manufacturing for the ambitious goal
of 280 GW of installed solar
capacity by 2030 etc. As is known
to all, India, instead of phasing out
fossil fuel utilization expeditiously
towards mitigating harmful climate
change, had preached for ‘‘phasing
down’’ carbon use, meaning
prolonging the period of attaining
desired ‘‘Net Zero’’ carbon
emission. So, the less said about this,
the better. But what the FM has not
addressed at all is the issue of rising
air pollution. In 2019, ‘National
Clean Air Programme’ was
inaugurated with much fanfare. But
no additional allocation has been
granted towards that. Budget 'For
the Commission on Air Quality
Management' has been curtailed
from Rs 20 crore to Rs 17 crore.
Moreover, in course of giving thrust
on expansion of railways, road
transport and construction of more
airports, estimated 15 lakh hectares
of land would be acquired. Around
44 lakh people would be affected,
besides attendant environment
pollution. The linking of rivers, as
stated above, would also disturb
ecological balance and biodiversity.
What about all these? The
Government is silent over that.

Inequity and tax proposals
The FM has taken credit for
having not increased individual tax,
let alone reducing it. But she
brought down corporate surcharge
from 12% to 7%. Bringing down
corporate tax from 33 % to 22 %
three years back resulted in revenue
loss of around Rs 1.5 lakh crores. In
fact, in the last two decades, nearly
60 lakh crore worth of tax waivers
and concessions have been granted
to the corporates. On the other
hand, the toiling millions are backbroken because of rising indirect tax
including abnormal hike in fuel tax
and cess. Yet, the economy has not
turned around.
During the pandemic, the
common people faced worst
pauperization. In glaring contrast,
Indian billionaires saw their
combined fortunes more than
doubling during that period. Number
of billionaires went up to 142, a rise
by 39%. The wealth of the ten
richest is enough to fund school and
higher education of children in the
country for 25 years, showed an
Oxfam study. An additional one per
cent tax on the richest 10 per cent
can provide the country with nearly
17.7 lakh extra oxygen cylinders,
while a similar wealth tax on the 98
Contd. on page 8
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Greater push to privatization
spree is evident
Contd. from page 7

richest billionaire families can
finance Ayushman Bharat, the
world's largest health insurance
scheme, for more than seven years.
If each of the 10 richest Indian
billionaires were to spend $ one
million (Rs 750 lakhs) daily, it would
take them 84 years to exhaust their
current wealth. An annual wealth
tax applied to multi-millionaires and
billionaires would raise USD 78.3
billion a year that would be enough
to increase government health
budget by 271 per cent. A 4 per
cent wealth tax on the 98 richest
families in India (whose combined
wealth is 41% of the union budget)
would be enough to finance the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare for more than 2 years and
take care of Anganwadi Services,
POSHAN Abhiyan, Scheme for
Adolescent Girls, and National
Creche Scheme, for 10 years.
In such a scenario of gigantic
rise in inequity which militates
against the catchy slogan of ‘‘sabka
saath, sabka vikas’’ (inclusive
growth), what debarred the FM
from imposing levy on the super rich
to garner additional revenue to
finance essential public welfare
measures? We know, she cannot.
Because, they are instrumental in
prolonging the gap between rich and
poor in the class interest of the ruling
monopolists they are committed to
serve. This one example is enough
to unfold the pro-rich, anti-people
economic and fiscal policy of the
government.
Incidentally,
the
government which earlier negated
any recognition too highly pernicious
cryptocurrency, a convenient tool of

wealth transaction in digital mode
maintaining total anonymity, has
undergone a somersault this time
and announced launch of RBIsponsored cryptocurrency. Not only
that. The FM has imposed 30% tax
on crypto-transactions knowing fully
well that the very purpose of
floating such a mode of transaction
on digital base is to keep the entire
operation undetectable.

Final words
Though this year's budget
speech customarily announced a
plethora of schemes, it has evidently
landed itself in a variety of
contradictions. On the one hand, it
talked of privatization while on the
other, it promised more investment
in the public sector. Similarly, it also
spoke of encouraging growth of
cities and mega cities and a massive
increase in urbanization while talking
of protecting the environment.
Everyone knows that cities are
guzzlers of energy and resources.
One has to have a policy of creating
smaller cities and not mega cities.
How that is to be achieved requires
planning, which is not in sight.
Similarly, there is no fiscal relief to
the common Indians while superrich are allowed to multiply wealth
by ruthless exploitation of the
former.
The budget which has to give
an action taken report of the
previous year and concentrate on
people’s welfare has, instead, been a
hollow basket draped in variegated
verbosity. Let us make no mistake–
darker days are ahead. Only an
organized people’s movement on the
right track can force the government
to take certain remedial measures.
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Pangs of Cow vigilantism
Cow vigilantism vigorously
pursued by the RSS-BJP in keeping
with their Hindu communal plank to
derive electoral mileage through
polarization is now back-firing. Yogi
Adityanath, the BJP chief minster of
Uttar Pradesh (UP), who has been
in the forefront of cow-politics, has
banned cattle-slaughtering, abetted
lynching of religious minorities and
dalits by frenzied vigilantes, finds
that as elections in the state is
moving eastwards, awara pashu’
or stray cattle is becoming
increasingly potent an issue much to
the discomfiture of the ruling BJP.
Crop damage by stray cattle wasn’t
a major problem in the pre-Yogi
government period, as the ban on
slaughter was largely on paper. But
as the number of strays–bulls, male
calves and non-milking cows let
loose by farmers themselves–have
multiplied over time, its political
fallout could well be more in the
eastern ‘cow’ belt. While the Yogi
government’s answer to the stray
cattle menace has been to help build
more gaushalas (cow shelters) and
even prime minster Modi in his
election speech at Unnao has
promised to bring a new policy to
address ‘‘chutta jaanvaron se
pareshani (stray animal trouble)’’
after March 10, when the results of
the ongoing polls are out, farmers
are not too impressed. ‘‘If I take
my animal there, they will
straightaway demand Rs 2,000
from me.
They also loot the government
by taking money and not properly
feeding the animals,’’ avers one
farmer who cultivates sugarcane,
wheat and mustard. For farmers,
the costs are not only on account of
crop loss, but also erecting barbed
wire fences around fields to
prevent entry of animals. ‘‘For a
single bigha (0.2 acres), 100 kg of
steel wire at Rs 80-90/kg and 40
RCC poles (costing Rs 200-250/
pole) are required for three rounds.
That comes to over Rs 16,000,’’

points out a local panchayat officebearer.
‘‘Without awara pashu, my
wheat yields would be 4 quintals
per bigha. But now I’ll be happy to
even harvest 2 quintals,’’ notes
another peasant, standing guard
over his 4 bigha of wheat and one
bigha of mustard at Durauni village
in Gonda district.
The UP government is paying
Rs 30 a day for every animal housed
in gaushalas. The Gau Ashray
Kendra at Maijapur in Colonelganj,
which was opened in August 2020,
has 57 female and 45 male cattle. An
average animal, even if unproductive,
needs to be given about 5 kg of
bhusa (wheat straw) and 1 kg of
either whole flour, cattlefeed, rice
polish or mustard oilcake. The
delivered cost of bhusa and polish is
currently around Rs 16/kg, while Rs
22 for flour, Rs 24 for cattlefeed and
Rs 40-42 for oilcake. ‘‘The Rs 30/
day/animal provision cannot cover
even the requirement of bhusa,
including in the April-July period after
harvesting when prices fall to Rs 7.58/kg,’’ admits one gaushala, catering
to 12 villages in the Maijapur area.
Things have come to such a pass that
the farmers in just 40 km from
Lucknow,
reportedly
released
hundreds of cattle at an open ground
near the venue of a rally by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath earlier on 2
February to highlight the stray cattle
menace in their area.
Our suggestion to PM and
Yogiji. Please rummage through the
pages of ancient Hindu scriptures
and myths. Definitely you would find
there prescripts about solving this
menacing problem they themselves
have created to stay in power. How
can the ancient sages be so shortsighted as not to foresee that pure
Hindutva rulers like you would face
such an embarrassment in 21st
century and that too on the eve
election? (Source: Hindustan Times
12.12.21, Indian Express 22.02.22, ND TV
22.02.22)

10th Kerala AIDSO State Conference

10 th Kerala State AIDSO Conference was held amidst lot of
enthusiasm in Errnakulam from 21-23 February 2022
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