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SUCI(C) condemns
policy of
accreditation by
BJP government
Condemning the accreditation
policy
by
the
Central
Government for the journalists,
Comrade
Provash
Ghosh,
General Secretary, Socialist
Unity
Centre
of
India
(Communist),
said
in
a
statement on 8 February 2022
that:
‘‘Stringent conditions laid
down by the BJP-led Central
Government for journalists is
nothing but another ill motivated
fascistic design to demolish the
relics of freedom of press and to
keep the people in dark about its
anti-people pro-monopolist acts.
We demand withdrawal of
this
anti-democratic
new
accreditation policy and restore
full freedom of press.’’

Are the exploited millions of this country wasting
time fighting for rights, Mr Prime Minister?
The BJP Prime Minister of our
country, Shri Narendra Modi, has
reportedly lamented that the people
of our country, ‘‘have been busy
talking about rights, fighting for rights
and wasting time.’’ He also added,
‘‘...forgetting one's duties has played
a huge role in keeping India weak.’’
Criticizing this statement made by no
less a person than the Prime Minister
of the ‘largest democracy in the
world’, an editorial in Deccan Herald,
Bangalore dt. 26.01.2022 observed
that, ‘‘...Constitution was adopted
as the defining basis of the social
contract between citizens and
state. We the people, gave unto
ourselves the Constitution and
thereby the fundamental rights
granted to all citizens by it. It is
these rights that turned the people
of the country from the subjects of
a British colony into citizens of a

sovereign republic...these rights
are at the heart of the
constitution....’’…The
words
‘‘Fundamental duties’’ were inserted
during the period of the dark chapter
of independent India i.e., during the
Emergency period in 1976, under
Smt. Indira Gandhi led central
Congress government. They are not
‘‘...part of a basic structure of the
constitution and are not justifiable
and enforceable, as fundamental
rights are.’’ Is there any similarity
between Indira Gandhi’s rule and that
of the present regime under Modi-led
BJP government or there is
dissimilarity? If one sees from
people’s perspective, no dissimilarity
would be noticed. Rather it would
appear that the present BJP
government is faithfully continuing
with the heritage of Indira Gandhi’s
rule with added dimension of

Pegasus Episode

Hideous underbelly of rotten world capitalism
and its servitor BJP government in India is
virulently unfolded
On 19 July 2021, a consortium of 17
international media organizations published a
report of investigation of around a leaked list of
phone numbers from across the world, dubbed
the Pegasus Project. The data was accessed by
a Paris-based non-profit called Forbidden Stories
and Amnesty International, who then shared it
with 17 international media organization across
the world as part of the Pegasus Project. The
revelation that Pegasus, a spyware manufactured
by an Israeli company NSO and sold only to its
client governments to carry out surveillance on
some targeted groups or persons by hacking their
computers and smartphones, had stirred the entire
world. According to NSO, this spyware is sold
only to governments to investigate and prevent
terrorist and national security incidents. By its
own admission, the spyware firm has 60
customers spread across 40 countries. It bears
mention here that governments not on the
Pegasus list do not have clean hands either. Many
technologically advanced countries are, in fact, at
the heart of snooping, using cutting edge software
tools. The US operates in a league of its own.
Last year, a US court of appeals held that the
mass domestic surveillance of phone calls by the

country’s National Security Agency may have
been unconstitutional.

Capitalist-imperialist powers have been
using Pegasus for long for snooping
Since NSO had introduced Pegasus to the
global market in 2011, a number of governments
tied knots with it for secret surveillance.
European powers have reportedly used Pegasus
quietly to thwart terrorist plots. Mexico deployed
the software not just against gangsters and
smuggler lords, but also against journalists and
political dissidents. The United Arab Emirates
used the software to hack the phone of a civil
rights activist. Saudi Arabia used it against
women's rights activists and for spying on a
dissenting columnist whom Saudi operatives killed
and dismembered in Istanbul in 2018. So it was
meant not just for terrorist and security issues
only. It was meant also, and may be mainly,
against political opponents too.
The intense desire inside the imperialist US
government for offensive hacking tools has not
gone unnoticed by the company's potential
American competitors. In January 2021, a cyberweapons firm called Boldend made a pitch to
Raytheon, the defence-industry giant. According

oppression and repression. Why is it
so? Because both the governments
had been and have been subservient
to the ruling monopolists and the
capitalist state. More crisis-ridden is
capitalism in its present decadent
moribund stage, more ruthless is the
exploitation of the toiling masses. To
divert people's attention from the real
cause of their growing poverty and
misery and thwart outburst of
people’s accumulated grievances to
the extent possible, the bourgeois
governments, whether of the
Congress or the BJP, have been
found to bank on, inter alia, coining
beguiling slogans. During the Indira
Gandhi rule we heard slogans like
‘‘Garibi Hotao’’, ‘‘socialistic pattern
of society’’, ‘‘democratic socialism’’
and so forth. Narendra Modiji, in
fact, has made floating new slogans
Contd. on page 2

to a presentation obtained by The Times, the
company had developed for various American
government agencies its own arsenal of weapons
for attacking cell-phones and other devices. The
details of purchase and testing of Pegasus by US
spy agency FBI have already come to the fore.
As part of their training, FBI employees bought
new smartphones at local stores and set them up
with dummy accounts, using SIM cards from
other countries - Pegasus was so designed that it
could not be detected when hacking into
American numbers. This version of Pegasus
was "zero click" - unlike more common hacking
software, it did not require users to click on a
malicious attachment or link - so the the
American phone users could see no evidence of
an ongoing breach. They couldn't see the Pegasus
computers connecting to a network of servers
around the world, hacking the phone. What they
could see, minutes later, was every piece of data
stored on the phone vanished as it unspooled onto
the large monitors of the Pegasus computers:
every email, every photo, every text thread, every
personal contact. The Pegasus computers could
also see the phone’s location and even take
control of its camera and microphone. F.B.I.
agents using Pegasus could, in theory, almost
instantly transform phones around the world into
powerful surveillance tools.
Nurtured by
repressive governments and with exports to other
governments aspiring to reach similar heights of
repression, the industry is booming. Israel and its
Contd. on page 4
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Right and duty’ binary

BJP government is shrewdly passing on the onus of its
non-performance and non-delivery on people
Contd. from page 1

with a shifting goalpost a ritualistic habit. First it
was ‘‘achhe din’’, (good days) then ‘‘Swachh
Bharat’’, (Clean India) ‘‘saab ka saath, saab ka
vikas’’ (all together, development for all),
‘‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’’, ‘‘Make in India’’, ‘‘Amrit
Mahotsav’’ (Grand Nectar Festival), ‘‘Amritkal’’
(Nectarin peiod), ‘‘Gati Shakti’’ (Power of
Speed) and so forth. But now the BJP
government has found that the best way to hide
the hideous underbelly of the deceitful slogans is
to pass on the onus of non-performance and nondelivery on the people. Hence, the identification
of the cause of a ‘weak India’ in the disregard of
the people about discharging their own
responsibilities. Incredible indeed!

Servitors of reactionary capitalism are
deceiving people
But then why the BJP, the Congress and
other faithful servitors are prompted to play con
games with the people? For that, we would have
to look at the proven scientific analysis of the
history of social development provided by great
Marx, Engels and Lenin. Marx showed that
during advent of capitalism by overthrowing
outmoded reactionary feudalism the emerging
capitalist class was then historically not only
progressive but also revolutionary in character. It
propelled the society forward in all directions.
Renaissance was the period of enlightenment
from the dark middle ages. Slogans of
‘‘individual freedom’’, ‘‘equality, liberty,
fraternity’’ and ‘‘women’s liberation’’ rent the
air. It was indeed the dawn of a new era in
history! These slogans reflected the then social
urge for freedom from feudal bondage and
progress. In its urge for taking control over the
means of production from the feudal lords and
monarchy and foster industrialization based on
iconoclastic development of science and
mechanics, it needed ‘free labourers’ to work in
their factories. Commensurate with that, it raised
the slogan of individual freedom and freedom of
women from feudal thralldom. But this freedom
was not from the exploitation of man by man
which assumed a new form in capitalismexploitation of labour by capital–as brilliantly
expounded by the great Karl Marx. In course of
development capitalism reached its highest stage,
viz, monopoly capitalism and then imperialism.
Just as once the bourgeoisie itself dug the grave
of feudalism and established capitalism in its
stead, so also today it is the working class which
will dig the grave of capitalism and in its stead
establish socialism where exploitation of man by
man would cease to exist.

Features of fascism
And as a last resort to stave off inevitable
anti-capitalist socialist revolution led by the
working class, the capitalist class is increasingly
resorting to fascism which, as elaborated by
Comrade Shibdas Ghosh, eminent Marxist
thinker and founder of the SUCI(C), is marked
by the following features:
(i) Concentration of wealth in the hands of a
few by pushing out the rest from
competition,
(ii) so also concentration of political power in
the hands of a few subservient to the
monopoly houses by making parliament,

administration, judiciary committed to the
monopolies as the order of the day.
(iii) cultural regimentation by a peculiar fusion
of spiritualism with technical aspects of
science.
So, individual freedom and freedom of
speech, which were
the cornerstones of
bourgeois democracy are being thrown to the
winds, the hard-earned democratic rights of the
people are snatched away by promulgating, one
after another black laws, muzzling voice of
protest and dissent by coercion and shielding the
evils bred by rotten capitalist order with
mellifluous radical slogans. Hence, great Lenin
had once remarked that during its heydays,
capitalism was more attached to freedom and
liberty, while at its moribund stage, it was more
attached to militarism and bureaucracy.

Indian scenario
It is the Congress as trusted representative
of the ruling bourgeoisie, that laid the rock
bottom foundation for consolidation of Indian
capitalism and took measures for the speediest,
widest development of capitalism in India, of
course, in the crisis ridden period of world
imperialism-capitalism. In the mid- 1970s, when
multitude of problems plagued the populace all
around and the charisma of Smt. Gandhi was on
the wane, people all over the country burst out
in spontaneous movements. It was then that the
Congress government clamped emergency and
robbed people of most of their civil and
democratic rights. It was precisely at this hour
that Smt. Gandhi started speaking about the
duties of the people, only to protect and
preserve the vested interest of the capitalists.
Her regime introduced the charter of duties of
Indian citizens in the constitution, which till then
had only contained the charter of rights of the
people. But as the people refused to accept this
flagrant violation of democratic principles and
upped their ante against Indira’s rule, the ruling
monopolists sensed danger and were compelled
to project a bourgeois alternative to the
Congress. Thus was formed the Janata
conglomerate of which the BJP was a
constituent. Since then, through many twists and
turns and frequent change of incumbent party or
combination at the Centre, the BJP finally
appeared to be the party best suited to serve the
class interest of the monopolists.

7 years of BJP government
nightmare for people
What has been the people's condition under
the incumbent dispensation? For the past 7
years the central government is in the hands of
the Modi-led BJP. With the blessings and
backing of the monopoly houses and through the
exploitation of the growing wrath of the people
against the Congress, the BJP came power
with a massive mandate both in 2014 and 2019.
Suffering people presumed that
this
‘saffron’government would reverse the trend
pursued by the previous Congress governments.
People expected that better days would be
ushered in, unemployment would be removed,
job loss would no more take place, education
and healthcare would become available to all
and dignity as well as prosperity of women
Contd. on page 3

Comrade Parimal Sen passes away
On 26th January last, Comrade Parimal
Sen, veteran member of West Bengal State
Committee, SUCI(C) and
former secretary, Hooghly
District Committee, breathed
his last at Calcutta Heart
Clinic and Hospital, at the
age of 79 following multiple
diseases aggravated by Covid
19
infection.
Comrade
Parimal Sen came in contact with the Party in
1961 when our beloved General Secretary,
Comrade Provash Ghosh, then a student leader,
started visiting Sreerampore College to develop
AIDSO organization there. Comrade Parimal
Sen was a student of the college where Comrade
Sukomal Dasgupta, our departed former Central
Committee member, was a professor. Another
veteran member of the State Committee and
former State Secretary of AIUTUC, Comrade
Dilip Bhattacharya, who was then a student of
Comrade Sukomal Dasgupta, introduced
Comrade Parimal Sen to Comrade Provash
Ghosh. Thereafter followed a rapid growth of
AIDSO at that College so much so as to win in
students’ union election and Comrade Parimal
Sen gradually became closer with the Party.
Comrade Sen hailed from a very poor
family. He went to Sambalpur in Odisha to take
up a job. He took the initiative to establish
contact with Party organization there and was
actively associated with Party work. Leaders like
Comrades Tapas Dutta, Dhurjyoti Das and
others helped him in his further development.
During the 1980s, he returned to Hooghly and
started regular Party work in that district.
Despite the restrictions for being a government
employee, he played a leading role in developing
workers’ movement and workers’ organization in
Hooghly in course of which he emerged as a
foremost trade union leader of Hooghly district,
became district president of AIUTUC, and later
elected Vice President of AIUTUC, West
Bengal State Committee. In 2013, at the AllIndia Conference of Trade Union of our Party
at Bangalore, he was elected a member of the
All India Working Committee of AIUTUC.
Even in the midst of serious physical
ailments, Comrade Parimal Sen had discharged
the responsibility as the secretary of the Hooghly
District Committee of our Party with utmost
dedication even two months before his demize.
He also played a significant role during historic
Singur movement. In his death, both workers’
movement and our Party have lost a worthy
leader.
Floral tributes were offered at his mortal
remains, on behalf of Comrade Provash Ghosh.
Other Central and state leaders also offered
revolutionary tribute. His mortal remains were
then brought over to the Hooghly District
Committee office, where other State and district
leaders as well as Polit Bureau member
Comrade Gopal Kundu offered garlands to pay
tribute to the departed leader. After the rendition
of the song on our great leader Comrade
Shibdas Ghosh and the ‘Internationale’, the
comrades bade farewell to the departed leader
with tears in their eyes.
Red Salute Comrade Parimal Sen
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Right and duty’ binary

Slogan of ‘Amritkal’ is purported to divert
attention from alarmingly growing misery
and penury of people
Contd. from page 2

would be guaranteed by honouring
the slogan of beti padao, beti
bachao (educate the girl, save the
girl). But what has been people’s
experience? The rich became richer
even during pandemic as evident
from following data–

Rich became richer
* During pandemic the number of
billionaires in India jumped from
102 to 143.
* Collective wealth of the 100
richest Indians in 2021 peaked at
a record high of Rs 57.3 lakh
crores.
* Wealth of billionaires in India
during pandemic (March 2020Nov 30, 2021) jumped from Rs
23.1 to Rs 53.2 lakh crores, i.e,
more than doubled.
* 142 Indian billionaires own more
wealth ($ 719 billion) than 555
million people ($ 657 billion)
(bottom 40%).
* Richest 98 have same wealth
($657 billion) as the poorest
555 million people.
* If each of the 10 richest Indian
billionaires spends $ 1 million (Rs
7.5 crore) daily, it would take
84 years to exhaust their wealth..
* Combined fortune of Indian
billionaires more than doubled
during the pandemic.
* Number of billionaires shot up by
39%.

Poor became poorer
* 4.6 Crore Indians were pushed to
extreme poverty in 2020 (this
figure is half of global 'new'
poor!)
* 84% households suffered decline
in income as per CMIE survey
for 2021:
* Even before the Covid pandemic
havoc, 60% of global rise in
poverty belonged to India * More
than 23 crore live below poverty
line in India
* India ranked 94 out of 107
countries on global hunger index
* Pandemic has set gender parity
back from 99 to 135 years.
* Women collectively lost Rs 59.1
lakh crores in earnings in 2020
* 1.3 Crore more women are out
of work than in 2019.
* Unemployment rate has reached
highest level in last 45 years.
Previous issues of our party
organ Proletarian Era have
published many articles depicting
the economic miseries and
political oppressions faced by the
people.
We ask you humbly Prime
Minister Sir, do all these data
compiled recently show that India

has reached ‘‘Amritkal’’ or is it fast
plunging into the dungeon of
ruination? Is asking for right to
livelihood for the poor when the rich
are enjoying all the wealth and
privileges of the society, a crime? Is
the demand for getting a job by the
able bodied unemployed young
people is so unjustified as to evoke
disgust? Is demand for bringing
prices of essential commodities
down within the purchasing capacity
of the common people to be held as
‘too much’? The fragility and
inadequacy of the healthcare system
in the country was thoroughly
exposed during the pandemic period.
But allocation for health in union
budgets is going down every year.
Health spending has remained
abysmally low at 1.2-1.6% of GDP
and increased only by 09% over last
22 years. Is then demanding access
to free or at least affordable
healthcare at conveniently located
hospitals a luxury?
Education
spending is as low as 3% of the
GDP and increased only by 0.07%
over last 18 years. Like healthcare,
government control is being used to
push for increased privatization of
public universities, which have to
depend
on
less
and
less
government funds now.
When
number of school dropouts are
increasing, highly disproportionate
student-teacher ratio is lowering
standard of education, most schools
in villages and semi-urban areas are
in dilapidated condition, many
schools are folding up and education
is stripped of its essence by
framing syllabus bereft of the
desired scientific, secular and
democratic content, is it a height of
folly to demand right to proper
education to all? Crimes against
women are rising alarmingly.
Rapes, gang-rapes,
murders,
tortures, acid attacks, dowry
deaths, honour killings, domestic
violence, female foetcides and
infanticides
are
going
up
harrowingly.
In such a situation, is the
demand for appropriate steps to
stop atrocities against women and
protect the right of women to a
safe livelihood, uncivilized Mr
Prime Minister? When the whole
world knows how the Covid
pandemic and the economy have
played havoc with the life of the
working class, the hapless migrant
labourers and the peasants for the
last two years, is the demand for
suitable compensation to these
distressed millions
a privilege
Prime Minister Sir?
When lakhs of farmers, old and

the young, men and women,
occupied the borders of Delhi,
braving all odds and coercive
measures, and sacrificing more
than 700 lives, in just demand for
repeal of three Black Farm Laws
and the highly pernicious Electricity
(Amendment) Bill 2021, along with
demand for legalization of MSP and
prevention of corporate takeover of
agriculture–could that life and
death battle be termed as
‘terrorism’,
‘foreign
powersponsored disturbance’, ‘antinational’ and non-righteous?
Constitution, which you, Prime
Minister Sir and your party consider
to be so sacrosanct stipulates in
clear terms right to life, right to
religion and safeguard to the
minority. Does your government
really champion the objectives
enumerated in its charter of duties?
The answer is an emphatic NO!
The arch Hindu communal Sangh
Parivar has been brazenly violating
those constitutional provisions by
openly giving call to kill the
minorities, lynching Muslims,
Christians and backward dalits,
vandalizing their houses, properties
and places of worship, fomenting
communal fanaticism and inciting
communal-ethnic violence. Who
does not know your government is
not just a mute spectator but
indulgent
onlooker
to
the
innumerable number of attacks on
the minorities, particularly the
Muslims and Christians as well as
killings of dalits by the so-called
upper caste people wielding power
and enjoying patronage of the Sangh
Parivar? Is it unbecoming of a
civilized person
to demand
immediate stoppage of this frenzy,
stringent punishment of the guilty,
decry the role of your government
and ensure safety of the religious or
ethnic minorities? What undue right
is solicited by this demand? Even
when the constitution speaks of
secularism, you, Mr Prime Minister
and your cabinet colleagues have
been on a spree to highlight Hindu
religious customs and practices as
superior, and encouraging the
building of Hindu temples and
statues of Hindu mythical characters
with alacrity and impunity. Does it
infringe upon any constitutional
provision when voices are raised
against such activities? Is it also,
according to you, Prime Minister Sir,
tantamount to abuse of democratic
rights?
Everybody knows that from
day one, the Congress government,
as faithful servitor of the Indian
national bourgeoisie who captured
power through a compromise with
the British imperialists, began
curtailing the people’s rights
enshrined in the constitution, curbing
democratic movements and instead

stressing on people’s duties as if the
people were on the wrong side and
the government was avidly pursuing
democratic principles. With passage
of time, not just the undemocratic
but the fascist face of the
government started unfolding. The
fascist measures thrust upon the
people of the country by the Indira
Gandhi regime were only meant to
gag voice of protest and dissent, the
essential pillars of democracy and
serve the aggregate interest of ruling
capitalism. Is not the incumbent BJP
government led by you, Prime
Minister Sir, not just bearing the
legacy of the erstwhile Congress
government but has gone far ahead
in giving a far strong footing to
fascist autocracy to devotedly serve
the monopolist tycoons like AdaniAmbani and their ilk?

Fascism is general feature
of dying capitalism
But Prime Minister Sir, history
is written by the people and not the
fascist autocratic leaders. It bears
recall that when the intellectuals and
political leaders all over the globe
were celebrating the death of
fascism with the crushing defeat and
death of Hitler and Mussolini, it was
the lone voice of Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh which cautioned the world
that fascism does not die with the
death of some fascist leaders.
‘‘Fascism
is
a
historically
conditioned form of counterrevolution in which capitalism
seeks to stave off revolution by an
anticipatory move. It is designed
to save the crisis-ridden, chaosdiscredited capitalist order from
collapse in the face of mounting
dissatisfaction of the people
against the existing system’’, he
observed. (Call of the Hour, SW Vol
II) He further showed that fascism
would appear as a common feature
in all imperialist-capitalist countries
irrespective of the extent of their
respective stages of development.
So, fascism would raise its ugly head
in any and every imperialistcapitalist country. Armed with the
teachings of Marxism-LeninismShibdas Ghosh Thought, we know
that till the time capitalism is
overthrown
by
anti-capitalist
socialist revolution led by a correct
revolutionary party, fascism cannot
be uprooted from the soil. Socialist
Unity Centre of India (Communist),
founded by Comrade Shibdas
Ghosh, the great leader of the
proletariat, is striving utmost to
make people imbibe this truth and
organizing class and mass struggles
conducive to development of
revolutionary movement. Prime
Minster, Sir, people are on the right
path and are no more going to be
fooled by your flawed 'right and
duty’ binary.
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Pegasus

BJP Government reportedly procured
the spyware to snoop into the privacy of
targeted persons
Contd. from page 1

elite Unit 8200–itself is a hotbed of
crackerjack surveillance tech firms
that can assist you with phone
hacking, facial recognition and other
creepy
smartphone
spyware.
Hence, NSO was doubling its sales
every year–$15 million, $30 million,
$60 million. That growth attracted
the attention of investors. In 2014,
Francisco Partners, a US-based
global investment firm, paid $130
million for 70 percent of NSO’s
shares, then merged another Israeli
cyber-weapon firm, called Circles,
into their new acquisition. A New
York Times investigation reveals
how Israel reaped diplomatic gains
around the world from NSO’s
Pegasus spyware–a tool America
itself purchased but is now trying to
ban.
Under the ban, NSO’s future is
in doubt, not just because of its
reliance on American technology but
also because its presence on an
American blacklist will probably
scare away prospective clients–and
employees. One Israeli industry
veteran says that the ‘‘sharks in the
water smell blood,’’ and Israeli
officials and industry executives say
there are currently a handful of
American companies, some with
close ties to intelligence and lawenforcement agencies, interested in
buying the company. Were that to
happen, the new owner could
potentially bring the company in line
with U.S. regulations and start
selling its products to the CIA, the
FBI and other American agencies
eager to pay for the power its
weapons offer. Obviously, it would
spell still more dangerous omens.

BJP government is on the
list of the spyware clients
A chilly flutter was created in
India when the news was appeared
that the BJP Government had
procured the spyware to snoop into
the privacy of over 300 persons of
India including journalists, politicians,
industrialists, social
activists,
ministers, Supreme Court judges
and even the chief of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). As
the findings have been vetted by 16
media entities from across the world
as well as Amnesty International, it
was not that easy to brush aside the
disclosure that the BJP Government
had bought this insidious software
tool to have unauthorized access to
and interception of all information
about select people in brazen
violation of the privacy and security
of the Indian citizens. The

Government initially tried to deny
involvement through a slew of
ambiguous and ludicrous defensive
arguments like calling the story not
only ‘‘bereft of facts but also
founded
in
pre-conceived
conclusions’’. It further mentioned
in its official statement that ‘‘the
allegations regarding government
surveillance on specific people
has no concrete basis or truth
associated with it whatsoever’’. In
India there is a well-established
procedure through which lawful
interception
of
electronic
communication is carried out in
order for the purpose of national
security, particularly on the
occurrence of any public emergency
or in the interest of public safety, by
agencies at the Centre and states.
The requests for these lawful
interceptions
of
electronic
communication are made as per
relevant rules under the provisions
of section 5(2) of Indian Telegraph
Act,1885 (which deal with Power
for Government to take possession
of licensed telegraphs and to order
interception of messages in
emergency situation) and section 69
of the Information Technology
(Amendment) Act, 2000 (power to
intercept, monitor or decrypt or
cause to be intercepted or monitored
or decrypted any information
generated, transmitted, received or
stored in any computer resource).
But neither of these two laws gives
unbridled power of espionage on
individuals. Even Shree Krishna
Committee
which
had
a
responsibility to look out for the data
protection law in India expressed its
concern over the government's
enthusiasm
to
curtail
the
fundamental right of right to privacy.
Finally, the technical analysis on
smartphones that confirms the
presence of the spyware and its
methodology was undertaken by the
reputed Citizen Lab, housed at the
University of Toronto. But the
Government still went on defending
itself by arguing that ‘‘presence of a
phone number in the list does not
amount to snooping’’. Minister of
Electronics
and
Information
Technology, Ashwani Vaishnaw said
in Parliament on 20 July 2021:
‘‘When we look at this issue through
the prism of logic, it clearly emerges
that there is no substance behind this
sensationalism.’’ ‘‘Ministry of
Defence (MoD) has not had any
transaction with NSO Group
Technologies,’’ Minister of State for
Defence Ajay Bhatt said in August

2021 in a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha to a question. However, the
response, if one looks at it carefully,
was specific to the MoD and did not
exclude other Ministries, particularly
Home Ministry and investigative
agencies under it like CBI, ED etc.
that might have been engaged with
the Pegasus firm.
At
the
peak
of
preposterousness had been the BJP
Home Minister Amit Shah. He
claimed that the Pegasus Project
chose 18 July 2021 as the day to
begin publishing stories because the
aim was to disrupt both the opening
day of the monsoon session of
parliament
and
the
Modi
government’s great plans to make
India a developed country. This
claim was indeed laughable, given
that the government decided to pick
July 19 as the opening of the
monsoon session only at the end of
June. In any case, the leaked
database pertains not just to India
but to France, Morocco, Mexico,
the UAE and the idea that the
Pegasus Project was aimed solely at
Modi was clearly ridiculous.

Supreme Court directed an
independent probe
The Government’s defence
was visibly weak. Pegasus involves
hacking–a criminal offence under
India’s Information Technology Act
and no lawful authorization for
hacking is permitted by statute. This
is why the Modi government cannot
acknowledge
using
Pegasus,
because that would be tantamount to
admitting that it broke the law, and it
certainly cannot admit to targeting
journalists, opposition political
leaders besides its own ministers and
others.
So, a petition was filed in
Supreme Court by senior journalists
N. Ram and Sashi Kumar for an
independent probe headed by a
former or sitting judge into such
mass surveillance of using a
military-grade spyware which, it
held,
‘‘abridges
several
fundamental rights and appears
to represent an attempt to
infiltrate, attack and destabilize
independent institutions that act
as critical pillars of our
democratic set-up’’. The petition
was accepted by the Supreme Court
and it set up an inquiry headed by a
retired judge. A ‘‘vague denial from
the government is not sufficient’’,
the Supreme Court said sharply,
asserting that the government could
not give any clarity despite being
given ‘‘ample opportunity’’ to do so.
There had been no specific denial by
the Central Government. The Court
also declined the Government's
request to set up an expert panel,
saying it would ‘‘violate the settled
judicial principle against bias’’.
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Chief Justice NV Ramana began
the judgment with a quote–‘‘If you
want to keep a secret, you must
also hide it from yourself’’, while
delivering the order.

UN human rights experts for
global moratorium on
spyware trade
Also, a panel of UN human
rights experts have called on
governments to impose a global
moratorium on the sale and transfer
of spyware technology, saying the
revelations by the Pegasus Project
consortium are cause for deep
concern. ‘‘It is highly dangerous
and irresponsible to allow the
surveillance technology and trade
sector to operate as a human
rights-free zone,’’ the experts
warned, adding that they are deeply
concerned
that
‘‘highly
sophisticated intrusive tools are
being used to monitor, intimidate
and
silence
human
rights
defenders,
journalists
and
political
opponents’’.
‘‘Such
practices violate the rights to
freedom of expression, privacy
and liberty, possibly endanger the
lives of hundreds of individuals,
imperil media freedom, and
undermine democracy, peace,
security
and
international
cooperation,’’ they added. This is a
clear indication of how the
revelations have bothered even the
noted international human right
activists.

New York Times report about
India’s procurement of Pegasus
But ‘‘Crime is terribly
revealing,’’ said celebrated detective
novel writer Agatha Christie. ‘‘Try
and vary your methods as you will,
your tastes, your habits, your attitude
of mind, and your soul is revealed by
your actions.’’ New York Times, the
well-known print media, in its issue
dated 28 January 2022 has clearly
brought out that ‘‘In July 2017,
Narendra Modi, who won office
on a platform
of
Hindu
nationalism, became the first
Indian prime minister to visit
Israel. For decades, India had
maintained a policy of what it
called
‘commitment
to
the
Palestinian cause,’ and relations
with Israel were frosty. The Modi
visit, however, was notably
cordial, complete with a carefully
staged moment of him and Prime
Minister
Netanyahu
walking
together barefoot on a local
beach. They had reason for the
warm feelings. Their countries
had agreed on the sale of a
package of sophisticated weapons
and intelligence gear worth
roughly $2 billion–with Pegasus
and a missile system as the
Contd. on page 6
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AIDSO observes week long protest programme
against disastrous National Education Policy
National Education Policy
(NEP) - 20 introduced by the BJP
government h is a blueprint of
Privatization, Commercialization,
Centralization, Vocationalization and
Communalization of education. In a
fascist
autocratic
way
the
government is implementing the
policy in various states and in

various central institutions. To fight
out NEP-20, AIDSO from very
beginning is trying to build up mighty
democratic student and mass
movements against this. Various
state committees of AIDSO also
undertook many programmes, both
online and offline, on that week
which included massive poster

campaign, meetings, workshops,
discussions,distribution of lakhs of
leaflets, mass protests through email, signature campaign, rallies,
cycle
rallies,
demonstrations,
submission of memorandums, street
corner meetings, auto campaign,
cultural programmes, exhibition of
short films etc. Online workshop

Kolkata

Chhattisgrah

was held in the states of Karnataka,
Kerla and Jharkhand. State level
online discussions were held in
Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Punjab etc. In
Odisha, an online discussion on
attack on University Autonomy was
held. Many eminent educationists
and thousands of students, and
teachers took part in this campaign
week throughout the country.
AIDSO is pledge-bound to intensify
the movement in the days to come.

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh

Dissidence in BJP over ticket distribution
The growing dissidence in the hinted on his social media page that
party is proving to be a headache for he could be contesting the elections
the party, which is already reeling from Kheragarh seat against the
from the recent defection of 10 BJP candidate.
(India today-18-01-22)
MLAs, including three ministers.
Several of the dropped
Times News acknowledges that
contenders for the BJP ticket SUCI (C) candidate from Srinagar,
Uttarakhand is the poorest
are rumoured to be contacting
of all contestants
the Opposition parties in order
to enter the electoral fray
against the BJP.
In Etmadpur, BJP’s Ram
Pratap Singh Chauhan had
defeated BSP’s Dharmpal
Singh. However, in an
inexplicable decision, the BJP
dropped Ram Pratap Singh
and has given a ticket to
Dharmpal Singh, who joined
the BJP only a few days ago.
Angry at being sidelined,
Digamber Singh Dhakrey,
who had contested the
Mayoral elections on a BSP
ticket before joining the BJP,

Election
campaign in
Srinagar,
(Gharwal)
Uttarakhand
by SUCI (C)
comrades

Bihar

Growth in industrial
production
slides
from 27.6 % to 3.2%
in six months
The BJP government and its
Prime Minister and Finance
Minister often renew their selfstyled optimism about revival of
economic
growth.
Industrial
production, as everyone knows, is a
key indicator of economic progress.
But much to their discomfiture,
growth in industrial production came
down to an eight-month low of 3.2
per cent in October last. Industrial
growth figures have been 27.6% in
May, to 13.8% in June, 11.4% in
July, 12% in August, 3.3% in
September and 3.2% in October
2021.
Growth represented a hefty
expansion seen in the first quarter
owing to the low base of the
previous year. The data does not
give hopes of any broad-based
recovery. But it may not result in a
stiff decline in GDP as it is value
added in industrial sales that is taken
in GDP and not physical volumes of
factory production as depicted by
the Index of Industrial Production.
(Source: Business Standard and
ABP 11-12-21)

US war crime
in Middle East
Newly obtained Pentagon
documents show the United
States’ air wars in the Middle East
have been marked by ‘‘deeply
flawed intelligence’’ and ‘‘faulty
targeting’’ that resulted in the
deaths of more than 1,000 civilians
over the last decade, according to
a New York Times investigation.
‘‘Not a single record provided
includes a finding of wrongdoing or
disciplinary action,’’ the newspaper
reported. It further said as per its
investigation, the number of
civilian
deaths
had
been
‘‘drastically undercounted,’’ Many
civilian survivors of US attacks,
the report says, were left with
disabilities requiring expensive
treatment,
but
condolence
payments numbered fewer than a
dozen. Asked for comment,
Captain Bill Urban, spokesman for
the US Central Command, told the
Times that ‘‘even with the best
technology in the world, mistakes
do happen, whether based on
incomplete
information
or
misinterpretation of the information
available.’’
(Al Jazeera-19-12-21)
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Pegasus

Flagrant subversion of ‘right to
privacy’ is typical of fascist autocrats
Contd. from page 4

centerpieces.
Months
later,
Netanyahu made a rare state
visit to India. And in June 2019,
India voted in support of Israel
at the U.N.’s Economic and
Social Council to deny observer
status to a Palestinian human
rights organization, a first for
the nation.’’
Dumbstruck at this startling
revelation, the Ministry of External
Affairs and the Ministry of Home
Affairs declined to comment on
the story. The BJP high-ups are
taking shelter behind the fact that
the case is sub judice. As of now,
the Supreme Court-constituted
committee is mandated to identify
the guilty, establish if any
government agency acquired the
spyware, and find whether lawful
procedures were followed for
operating it. The Committee has
not yet submitted its report. But
the government has not refuted
the report either which definitely
smacks of something fishy.

Crux of the revelation
But why the global bourgeois
leaders at the helm of governance
and hankering for power have no
other option but to bank on abuse
of latest technology? What
prompts them to commit a most
heinous crime like secretly
tracking and keeping a tab on the
movements and activities of
persons they suspect of turning
dissenter in future or being strong
contenders in the race for power?
Why they need to keep a covert
vigil even on a section of their own
‘confidants’. If one seeks to find
the reason in the autocratic
aspirations of some individual
leaders like Modi, then one would
not be able to acquaint oneself
with the inherent fundamental
truth. They would need to go into
the very root of such a criminality.
These offending bourgeois leaders
like Modi who are now kingpins of
such devilish acts are all servile to
a system that is so rotten as to
emit nothing else but effluvium to
relentlessly pollute and smother
everything that is civilized and
righteous. Because, they are now
afraid of their own shadows.
More crisis-ridden is capitalism,
more, more afraid it becomes of
its downfall and so more it is
baring its fascist autocratic tooth
and claws, unfolding its utter
corrupt and wanton reactionary
character. In order to prolong the
moribund decadent existence,
capitalist-imperialist rulers and
their political agents are adopting

all foul means, all kinds of
notoriety, all sorts of draconian
measures and even undercover
activities to stave off popular
upsurge as well as muffle
dissenting voice. For that, reckless
abuse of advanced technology has
become a regular practice. In our
country, the BJP, now the most
trusted political face of the ruling
Indian monopolists, has become
instrumental in operationalizing this
sinister machination. So, spying on
political opponents and dissenters,
snatching all basic human rights
including right to privacy and even
right to live freely , ruthless
crushing of democratic mass
movements by resorting to most
cruel and inhuman methods are on
a menacing rise.
And now it is coming to fore
how, using people’s money, the
BJP government like all its
despotic counterparts in different
imperialist-capitalist countries, is
procuring spywares to track the
movements of their targeted
suspects. History would bear out
that such tracking systems were
misused by despotic and fascist
forces earlier as well. German
rulers used IBM Hollerith D-11
card sorting machine in the census
of the country in 1933 and since
there was a provision for
identifying race and ethnicity, the
Nazi rulers with the help of IBM
could conveniently count and
identify the Jews whom they
savagely butchered out of racial
hatred. Now that technology of
such espionage tools have been
much more fine-tuned to hack
personal electronic gadgets of the
targeted persons even if those are
on ‘switch off mode’ and have an
access each and every private
details of theirs on a real time
basis. This is a flagrant violation
of the right to privacy and
brazenly militates against the
elementary democratic codes that
the bourgeoisie itself framed
during their period of rising. So
even the judiciary could not
acquiesce in the move despite the
government's motivated argument
that the allegation cannot come
under scanner as any step to
safeguard country’s security is
above board. While PM Modi and
the BJP have to be put on the
dock for such a unpardonable
criminal offence, one has to
imbibe the underlying truth that the
bigger and the more venomous
culprit is the decaying capitalist
system that they serve to remain
in power.
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AIMSS condemns precipitated Hijab row in Karnatka
AIMSS in a statement dated 12 February 2022 expressed deep anguish
and pain over the recent happenings in Karnataka centring round the Hijab
issue. Several students have been wounded in the clashes. This has
disturbed the cordial relations, friendship, love and trust among the students
within the educational institutions and has also developed a sense of fear
among them.
AIMSS severely condemned the BJP led state government and the arch
Hindu communal organizations affiliated to RSS-BJP-Sangh Parivar which are
spewing venom against the religious minorities over flimsy issues centered on
religion, language, dress code, food habit etc. thus attempting to break unity of
the toiling massesf or reaping narrow sectarian electoral gains.

Karnataka State SUCI(C) Hijab controversy
fuelled by ruling BJP and Sangh Parivar
Comrade K Uma, Karnataka
State Secretary, SUCI(Communist), in
a statement issued on 11 February
2022, severely condemned the incidents
threatening communal harmony and co
existence of different religions in
Karnataka for the last few days and
the way the BJP State Government has
handled them. It is glaringly evident that
an issue in a college, in a district which
could have been solved, is now blowing
up across the state due to the overt and
tacit support of the government. The
conscious people of the State have to
take note of this fact: The rulers of the
country threw to the winds the dream
of secular, democratic India of
Vivekananda, Netaji and Bhagat Singh.
In post independent India, all the
governments have permitted the
observation of religious rituals in the
government and educational institutions
and at times encouraged them too.
Instead of the real concept
of
secularism which means that the State
should be completely neutral regarding
religion, considering it as an issue of
personal belief or non-belief, all the
ruling governments have consistently
patronized all religious customs.
Religious rituals are permitted in
government schools and colleges,
offices, even at the centre of State
governance, the Vidhana Soudha. The
concept that the religious rituals are not
to be observed in institutions sponsored
by the government is given a good bye.
Additionally, the ruling parties have
been nurturing communalism-casteism
by supporting one religion/caste or the
other inciting them against others for
their petty vested electoral interests.
United people’s movements are
bursting forth against the intolerable,
burning problems of their lives through
out the country as well as in the State.
The government has failed to redress

the dire straits the people are in due to
the severe economic oppression and
Covid pandemic. In such a situation, on
one hand to break the unity of the
people and on the other, to divert the
attention of the people from their real
problems, the government and the
affiliated institutions of the ruling party
have taken recourse to the present
machination. For decades, all kinds of
religious rituals are going on in schools
& colleges. But, all of a sudden, a
controversy was raised against
wearing of ‘Hijab’, an emotional issue.
The government which is expected to
take a neutral stand, has been glaringly
discriminatory. Young minds were
polluted with this vile intention, incited
to riots. Fear and a feeling of
insecurity were created in the minds
of Muslim minorities, especially among
the girls who were keen on being
educated. By not taking any action
against those ‘students’, obviously
violating laws, the situation was
allowed to worsen.
Apart from this, the government
and the many leaders of the ruling
party sided with such criminal actions
and have created an atmosphere of
turmoil through out the state; this has
maligned the dignity & honour of our
State known for communal harmony.
The harmonious tradition enriched by
stalwarts like Kuvempu, Tejaswi,
Kodagina
Gowramma,
Pandit
Taranath and the like has taken a
severe beating. But it is very
heartening to note that the peace
loving people and majority of the
students of the State have not fallen
victims to this conspiracy in spite of a
strong incitement. They have
maintained their unity. We heartily
congratulate them for this.We demand
of the government to check such evil
designs on a war footing.

Inflation spiralling, admits government
Government data published on 12 December 2021 showed that wholesale
price index has climbed up by 14.23 %, highest in last 16 years. As a result, the
retail prices of essential food articles like pulses, vegetables and edible oil as
well as other necessary items have gone up harrowingly, admitted the
government data. It is obvious that had not fuel prices risen astronomically,
perhaps price index would not have gone up so much. No doubt, our economy
is reviving as is being claimed by the BJP government (Source: ABP 14-12-21)
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Assault, muder and arrest of
Journalists in Yogi-led UP
Since Adityanath assumed
office as the BJP chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh in 2017, a total of 12
journalists have been killed in the
state, 48 physically assaulted, and
66 were booked under various
charges or arrested. Twelve cases
of intimidation, detention or spying
have also been reported. In total,
138 cases of persecution of
journalists were registered. This was
stated in a report published by the
Committee Against Assault on
Journalists (CAAJ). In 2017, two
journalists–Naveen
Gupta
of
Hindustan newspaper in Kanpur's
Bilhaur, and Rajesh Mishra who was
a Dainik Jagran journalist in
Ghazipur–were shot dead. In 2020,
a total of seven journalists–Rakesh
Singh, Suraj Pandey, Uday Paswan,
Ratan Singh, Vikram Joshi, Faraz
Aslam and Shubham Mani Tripathi–
were murdered.Rakesh Singh,
associated with Rashtriya Swaroop,
a local newspaper, was killed after
his house was attacked and set on
fire in Balrampur, allegedly for him
exposing corruption. An Unnaobased journalist Shubham Mani
Tripathi sought police protection
after he received threats for
exposing the sand mafia. However,
he was shot dead before his request
was addressed.Vikram Joshi was
gunned down in broad daylight in
Ghaziabad while TV journalist
Ratan Singh was also shot dead in
Ballia. Another journalist, Uday
Paswan and his wife were beaten to
death by gangsters in Sonbhadra’s
Barwadih village. In Unnao, a
journalist with a local English daily,
Suraj Pandey, was found dead under
suspicious circumstances on a
railway track. While the police
called it a suicide, the victim’s family
alleged that it was murder.
Srivastava, who exposed the
corruption of the local liquor mafia in

Pratapgarh, sought police protection
before his murder. Instead of taking
action, however, the police labelled
the murder as an accident. The
Editors' Guild of India had also
issued a statement regarding the
matter, questioning the working of
the UP Police. Meanwhile, during
the Lakhimpur Kheri incident,
journalist Raman Kashyap was
killed. In 2022, journalist Sudhir Saini
was allegedly beaten to death in
broad daylight in Saharanpur.
Santosh Jaiswal, a regional journalist
based in Azamgarh, was arrested
and imprisoned for exposing the
matter of primary school students
being forced to clean the school
premises on September 7, 2019. A
female Dalit journalist, Muskan
Kumari, was stabbed in Lucknow in
September 2021.The police kept
harassing regional journalist, Pawan
Jaiswal, for reporting on how school
children were being served
substandard food as mid-day meals,
until the Press Council of India
stepped in and took cognizance of
the matter. The CAAJ report claims
that most of the attacks on
journalists and press freedom–
including legal notices, FIRs, arrests,
detention, espionage, threats and
violence–have been instigated by the
state and the administration.
The CAAJ report also
mentions how correspondents of
major news organisations like the
BBC and The Hindu had to face
litigation from the Uttar Pradesh
government.
Meanwhile,
the
Adityanath government also tried to
implicate Delhi-based journalists–
The Wire’s founding editor Siddharth
Varadarajan, along with Mrinal
Pandey, Rana Ayyub, Zafar Agha,
Saba Naqvi, Vinod K. Jose, and
Anant Nath–in various cases.
(Reproduced from
The Wire dated 12-02-22)

As against casteist-communal politics of ruling BJP and other
bourgeois parties, SUCI (C) is fighting election
in UP , upholding line of genuine leftism.

Campaigning at Moradabad
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AIDSO and AIMSS organize protest rally in Tezpur,
Assam, against incident of gang-rape and murder
On 5 January last, a 50-year
old lady was gang-raped and killed
by miscreants at Nurbari Tea estate
in Tezpur, Assam. As
soon as this news of
this brutality was
received, AIDSO and
AIMSS
activists
rushed to the spot and
on the next day i.e. 6
January, a protest
rally of 200 aggrieved
and enraged local citizens was
organized. From the rally, slogan
was raised to arrest the culprits and
give them exemplary punishment.
Near Mahabhairav Police Station, a
huge police force obstructed the
rally. At this, the participants of the

rally burst into anger and raised
voice in support of their just
demand. Sensing the public mood,

the police promised to hunt down the
culprits within two days and take
them into custody. This timely
intervention of AIDSO and AIMSS
in upholding a righteous cause
received huge appreciation and
support among the masses there.

Queer case of privatization of
Central Electronics Limited
The Central Cabinet has
recently approved disinvestment of
100% equity shareholding in the
Central Electronics Limited (CEL), a
central public sector enterprise
(CPSE) under the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research
(DSIR) and sell it to a financial
intermediary or trading company
called M/s Nandal Finance &
Leasing Private Limited. As per the
financial statements filed by Nandal
Finance and Leasing in 2019-20
reportedly closely linked to a private
university in Noida-Ghaziabad region
having proximity to BJP leaders. It
shows that the government has sold
a PSU company engaged in satellite
manufacturing system and electric
generator fuse for hand grenades and
bullet proof materials for body
armours to a furniture company for
reasons best known to them. It
reminds one of how the government
had channelled the bulk of Rs 30,000
crore transaction that was to be
invested in the Indian defence system
as per the Rafael jet deal through
Dassault Reliance Aerospace, a
49:51 joint venture established
between Dassault and industrial
tycoon Anil Ambani's Reliance
Aerostructure which has no past
experience and expertise of
manufacturing
aerospace
and
defence equipment. It clearly shows
that not only the BJP government is
in a hurry to hand over the PSUs
built once with people's money to the
corporate houses but also ensuring
that the benefits accrue to the select
business groups even if they do not
possess any prior experience in the
concerned areas.
CEL established in 1974, with
an objective to commercially use
indigenous technologies, is known for
the development of products in the

domain of strategic electronics
through its own efforts and in close
association with the premier national
and international laboratories,
including defence laboratories. It has
due professional expertise and 130
odd efficient engineers are working
in it. It produced the first solar cell
(1977) and solar modules (1978), the
first solar power plant (1992), Phase
Control Module (PCM), LRDE
(Electronics Radar & Development
Establishment) for use in Radar,
Cadmium Zinc Telluride (CZT) for
defence applications and Axle
counter for the use of railway
signalling systems. Now the same
PSU is handed over to an enterprise
having only 10 employees. The
selling of CEL is not a mere addition
to the ongoing privatization spree, it
is a big blow to the works and
researches in the scientific field.
The scientific community has
raised concerns over the decision.
In particular, they fear that the
Nandal Finance may cause damage
to the competence built through the
CEL by the country over a period of
four decades and a half. The
scientific community is also afraid of
that the Nandal Finance may try to
dismantle
the
technological
capabilities and manufacturing
operations of CEL, since the firm
has no in-house technological and
managerial competence. Moreover,
CEL had pending orders worth Rs.
1,592 crore. With these orders alone,
CEL would be able to provide the
Government of India with a gross
profit of about Rs. 730 crore. So,
when the BJP Prime Minister has
been emphasizing on 'Make in India'
concept, in what way privatization of
CEL is compatible with that? Will
the BJP government and its
ministers explain please?
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Movement crystallizing centred on
Deocha pachami coal mining project
deputation to the local Deputy
Magistrate and pressed for meeting
a 6-point demand. But still no
concrete step in this regard is
forthcoming.
On
1
February, our Party held
a protest demonstration
near
the
District
Magistrate’ office at
Suri, Birbhum. Then a
14-member team led by
Comrade Madan Ghatak,
undertook a campaign at
Comrade Madan Ghatak talking to people all the affected areas of
of Deocha area during campaign trail Deocha to rouse the
at Deocha Pachami area of people to immediately form
Birbhum district of West Bengal, people’s struggle committees and
the TMC-led state government had spearhead a powerful movement in
promised proper rehabilitation, support of their just demands. The
received
very
compensation and job to the poor campaign
peasants and tribal people to be encouraging response and steps are
displaced once the mining would afoot to launch the movement. A
start. But though the excavation deputation has also been given to
date is nearing, no concrete state industry minister on 15
measure in regard to fulfilment of February Incidentally, it is pertinent
the promises are in place. Our to mention that industrial tycoon
Party had taken up the issue in Gautam Adani and his son have
right earnest and on 29 November met the TMC chief minister twice
last, Comrade Madan Ghatak, and reported to have expressed
Birbhum
District
Secretary, interest in their association with the
SUCI(C), led a four member mining project there.
In Proletarian Era dated 1
January 2022, we had reported that
after discovery of huge deposit of
excellent quality of coal and basalt

Over 16 crore people forced into poverty while
wealth of the rich soured during pandemic
The first two years of the
COVID-19 pandemic saw incomes
of 99% of humanity fall and over 16
crore people were forced into
poverty even as the world’s ten
richest men saw their fortune more
than double to $1.5 trillion (over Rs.
111 lakh crore) at a rate of $1.3
billion (Rs. 9,000 crore) a day, a new
Oxfam study showed on Monday.
The world’s ten richest men
saw their fortunes grow at a rate of
$15,000 per second during the first
two years of the pandemic and if
these ten men were to lose 99.999%
of their wealth tomorrow, they
would still be richer than 99% of all
the people on this planet.
‘‘They now have six times
more wealth than the poorest 3.1
billion people,’’ said Oxfam
International’s Executive Director
Gabriela Bucher. ‘‘It has never been
so important to start righting the
violent wrongs of this obscene
inequality by clawing back elites'
power and extreme wealth including
through taxation–getting that money
back into the real economy and to
save lives,’’ she said.
According
to
Oxfam,
billionaires' wealth has risen more
since COVID-19 began than it has
in the last 14 years. At USD 5

trillion, this is the biggest surge in
billionaire wealth since records
began.
A one-off 99% tax on the ten
richest men's pandemic windfalls,
for example, could pay to make
enough vaccines for the world; to
provide universal healthcare and
social protection, fund climate
adaptation and reduce gender-based
violence in over 80 countries, while
still leaving these men $8 billion
better off than they were before the
pandemic.
‘‘Billionaires have had a terrific
pandemic. Central banks pumped
trillions of dollars into financial
markets to save the economy, yet
much of that has ended up lining the
pockets of billionaires riding a stock
market boom. Vaccines were meant
to end this pandemic, yet rich
governments
allowed
pharma
billionaires and monopolies to cut off
the supply to billions of people,’’ said
the Study.
‘‘Rich governments must
immediately waive intellectual
property rules over COVID-19
vaccine technologies to allow more
countries to produce safe and
effective vaccines to usher in the
end of the pandemic,’’ Oxfam said.
(The Hindu 17-01-22)
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West Bengal AIDYO’s valiant movement
against ‘Liquor at your doorstep’ project
of TMC government
Not content with
liberal grant of licence
for opening liquor
shops to augment
excise
revenue
generation without
caring for the ruinous
consequence on the
social life, the TMC
government of West
Bengal has now
brought a new scheme ‘‘Duare
Mad’’ (liquor at your doorstep) to
push up liquor sale. An E-portal has
been set up from the Excise
Department
of
the
State
Government, which many from the
Department have termed as the
‘‘Liquor at Doorstep Project’’. Even
though the project started in last
August with a view to extending the
sale of liquor and augmenting the
revenue collection from it, currently
the Government is ready to make
pacts with four professional/
commercial groups in Kolkata,
Mumbai, Bangalore and Chennai for
the purpose. Who does not
understand
that
with
such
proliferation of liquor supply chain
even as a part of ‘home delivery’
system,
the
rapid
cultural
degeneration eating into the very
vitals of life particularly of the
youths, aimlessly desperate to lead
an unethical life in absence of
education and job, would assume
further proportion to pollute the
social life on a higher scale. This, in
turn, would entail yet more spurt in
domestic violence and atrocities on
women. No civilized government
can vet such a catastrophic policy
just for the sake of revenue
augmentation. The leaders of our
freedom movement who were
within the Congress, then a
platform, virtually declared war
against spread of liquor consumption
during the British rule. It is

surprising to note that the ruling
TMC (Trinamool Congress) bearing
the word Congress in its name, has
decided to show utter disrespect to
the venerated freedom fighters by
encouraging liquor consumption as
one of the principal source of
revenue collection.
To thwart such a ruinous
measure, SUCI(C) and its mass
fronts in West Bengal have decided
to launch a powerful protest
movement throughout the state. As
part of that, AIDYO, the youth wing
of the Party, organized a mass
demonstration involving common
people in front of the office of the
excise department on 11 February
last in Kolkata. But the police
resorted to violent lathi-charge to
vandalize
the
peaceful
demonstration and took 50
protesters including President and
Secretary of State AIDYO into
custody. This has further added fuel
to the fire and the common citizens
visibly enraged at such a move of
the TMC government in furtherance
to the policy pursued by the
erstwhile CPI (M) government have
been closing their rank to escalate
the movement to a further height.
Incidentally, a survey by a leading
Bengali daily to asses public reaction
to such a movement by the Party
disclosed 80% support in favour of
the same. AIDYO has observed
protest week from 9 to 15 February,
against police atrocities.

‘Didn’t Pay Bribe So No Ticket’ : Congress’ UP
campaign poster girl alleges bias against OBCs
‘‘I’m sad that despite my hard work in the constituency, I didn’t get
the ticket for UP assembly polls. My face was used in ‘Ladki Hoon Lad
Sakti Hoon’ campaign. I received a landline call and the caller asked me
for money for ticket but I denied. I completed all the tasks, but the
nominations were pre-planned and was given to a person who joined just a
month ago. I want to send this message to Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi
that this is what is happening on the ground,’’ said the the Vice-president of
Mahila Congress in Uttar Pradesh.
She hit out at Priyanka Gandhi’s secretary Sandeep Singh on Twitter
and accused him of demanding bribe. ‘‘They (Congress) used my face, my
name and my 10 lakh social media followers for the campaign. But when it
came to the ticket for the upcoming election, it was given to someone else.
This is injustice. It is all pre-decided. I did not get the ticket because I am
an OBC girl and could not bribe Priyanka Gandhi’s secretary Sandeep
Singh,’’ she wrote. (Source: News 18-15-01-22)
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