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‘‘The peasant must make his choice: (i) either freedom to trade in grain, which means speculation in grain,
freedom for the rich to grow richer, freedom for the poor to be pauperised and to starve, return of undivided
power to the landowners and capitalists, dissolution of the alliance of the peasants and the workers, (ii) or
delivery of grain surpluses at a fixed price to the state, i.e., the united workers’ authority, which means an alliance
between the peasants and the workers to get rid of the bourgeoisie altogether and to eliminate any possibility of
their rule being restored.
The richer peasants, the kulaks, will choose the first alternative; they will want to try their luck in alliance
with the capitalists and landowners against the workers, against the poor, but such peasants are a minority in
Russia. The majority of the peasants will prefer an alliance with the workers against the restoration of capitalist
rule, against ‘‘freedom for the rich to grow richer’’, against ‘‘freedom for the poor to starve’’, against the
deceitful camouflage of this accursed capitalist ‘‘freedom’’ (freedom to starve to death) with flowery words about
‘‘equality’’ (the equality of the well-fed, who have a surplus of grain, and the starving). Our task is to fight thecunning capitalist deception …of resounding and flowery phrase-mongering about ‘freedom’ and ‘equality’.’’
(‘‘Deception of the People with Slogans of Freedom and Equality’’, CW Vol 29)

Statement of SUCI (Communist)
on Kazakhstan
Socialist Unity Center of India (Communist) expresses deep
concern at the recent happenings in and wholeheartedly supports as well
as hails the fighting workers, youths and common people of
Kazakhstan. We also condemn the brutal atrocities on the protestors
employing military and police by the ruling dispensation, killing 160
workers, arresting over 2000 and detaining over 6000.
We would also like to reiterate that the massive movement against
price rise, unemployment, poverty, etc. are the direct consequence of
the collapse of Soviet Union and restoration of capitalism in Kazakhstan
30 years back. Because of capitalist oppression, there is widespread
discontent among the people is and the workers as the common people
are on war path against the pro-capitalist government which is following
the path of globalization-liberalization and making life miserable for the
workers and other sections of toiling people. Moreover the ruling class
is cunningly diverting the just movement by fomenting fundamentalism
and orchestrating ethnic conflicts among the people.
It has to be seriously and carefully noted that taking the advantage
of the situation, US, Russia, EU, China, Turkey and other countries are
trying to interfere in the internal affairs of Kazakhstan under various
pretexts. Not only that. The ruling capitalist class of Kazakhstan has
urged Russia to help curbing the movement. We call upon the workers
of Kazakhstan as well as the workers of the intervening imperialistcapitalist countries to foil this heinous move at any cost.
We would like to express our solidarity with the fighting
Kazakhstan workers and fully support their following demands:
1. End of police and military oppression against the demonstrations
and withdrawal of military from the cities
2. Release of all Political prisoners.
3. No military or political interference of imperialist powers like US,
Russia, EU or China.
4. End of authoritarian regime in Kazakhstan
5. Nationalization of foreign companies.
6. Restoration of the right to form unions, political parties, carry out
strikes and organize meetings.
7. Place wealth, industries and resources of Kazakhstan under social
ownership controlled by workers collective.
We call upon the workers and common people of India and the
world to stand in firm solidarity with the fighting workers of
Kazakhstan.
Socialist Unity Center of India (Communist)
12. 01. 2022
Central Committee

Why super-spreaders like Election and Holy
festivals are given primacy over containing
exponential rise in Covid pandemic
Number of Covid 19 infected
Indians might soon cross 15 lakhs in
no time, forecast the experts and
concerned medical fraternity. If 1%
of them require hospitalization, the
available health infrastructure in the
country would prove to be too
inadequate. Over 60% of India’s
adults are reported to have been fully
vaccinated with two doses of antiCovid jabs, whereas nearly 89% have
received at least the first dose, claim
government sources. Omicron variant
is spreading exponentially whereas
the delta variant is also active to
invoke a third wave–more engulfing
than the previous two. Many fully
vaccinated
Indians
are
also
contracting the infection second time
and even third time. Such is the
rampage of Covid 19 pandemic now.

Elections are not postponed
despite Covid surge and
protocol violation
While common sense would say
that to stem the surge, it is absolutely
necessary to strictly abide by covid
protocols and those at the helm of
governance should lead by example.
But is it so happening? The Election
Commission (EC) has declared on 8
January last that the assembly
elections of the 5 states–Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Goa
and Manipur--will be completed in
seven phases beginning from 10
February and ending on 7 March
2022.
Though the EC in its
customary declaration has talked of
certain restrictions like banning public

rallies till January 15 (and review
thereafter) and a renewed empty
appeal to comply with Covid
directives, one, based on past
experiences, wonders how far would
all these be implemented. In fact,
already the leaders of the BJP and
their bourgeois opposition have been
engaging in full-fledged campaign
throwing Covid safety norms to the
wind. Be it the BJP or Congress or
the Samajwadi Party, visuals from
these rallies show people packed
together with no physical distancing.
Only a handful are seen wearing
masks. Why talk of the participants
in the rallies? Even the BJP leaders
are seen on the dais without mask.
Let us start with the BJP Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Ruling party and bourgeois
opposition leaders
are violating Covid norms
In his address to the nation on
the day it was claimed that India had
crossed administration of one billion
Covid vaccine doses, the Prime
Minister's parting message was about
the need to continue using masks.
‘‘We have to wear masks in the
same way as we wear shoes when
we step out,’’ he had said. But he
himself did not wear a mask during
the G20 Summit. Nor was he seen
with a mask during his recent visit to
poll-bound Manipur. A video of prime
minister went viral on social media in
December 2020 which showed him
without any mask, and refusing one
Contd. on page 2
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Election and religious festivals

Bread and butter of vote-oriented
parties is election, not concern for
public health
Contd. from page 1

when offered at a handicraft fair in
Kutch, Gujarat. Though this has
led to a lot of criticism, but
according to his sycophants in the
saffron brigade, Modi is a superman
and hence he is not afraid of germs
and viruses. The BJP Home
Minister Amit Shah, meanwhile, is
almost never seen with a mask. His
recent Kashmir trip saw him interact
very closely with uniformed
personnel and civilians in the Valley,
without mask even though most
officials around them were masked
up. In the last week of October
2021, BJP Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh attended an Ambassadors'
Round Table in New Delhi. The
photos tweeted by Singh showed
him as the only person without a
mask in a room full of men and
women wearing them. In October
again, BJP Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and BJP
Minister for Housing & Urban
Affairs and Petroleum and Natural
Gas Hardeep Singh Puri launched
an audio-visual song on India's
vaccination drive. Photos from the
event showed that both the ministers
were without mask. Paradoxically,
Mandaviya’s ministry has been
consistent in its messaging that the
second wave of Covid is not over
yet, and therefore, masks should be
worn strictly at all times. As already
mentioned, rampant violations of
Covid restrictions are on at the
electoral campaigns and rallies in
Uttar Pradesh. In photos published
in the media, the state BJP chief
minister is also seen without mask in
meetings and public functions.

Electoral spectacle of UP
is horrifying from Covid
perspective
Visuals from the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s roadshow in
Hardoi,
Congress’s
women's
marathon on 29 December,
Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav's rally at Unnao, the attending
people were seen paying scant
attention to the Covid safety rules–
a situation that is causing much
concern, especially in view of the
rapid spread of the highly infectious
Omicron strain of Covid. Less than
30 per cent of the population is fully
vaccinated in Uttar Pradesh, which
was one of the states hit worst
during the second wave of the virus.
Images of thousands of bodies
buried on the sandbanks of Ganga
and floating down the river had
made headlines even in the foreign
media. The situation has come to

such a pass that Allahabad High
Court had to request UP BJP
government
and
Election
Commission a month or two back
and ban the election-related
gatherings. ‘‘Gram Panchayat
elections in UP and the Bengal
assembly elections infected a lot of
people, which caused many deaths
as well,’’ the Court said, adding ‘‘If
rallies are not stopped, results will
be worse than the second wave’’.
But who cares to pay heed to
righteous advices? Lust for power
overrides all.

Equally worrying is the
situation in West Bengal
Everyone knows how the
decision to go ahead with assembly
elections in West Bengal last year
triggered a phenomenal rise in the
Covid 19 figures. Repeatedly the
doctors and other health experts
requested to postpone the elections.
But those requests were of no avail.
Desperate to win in that election, the
BJP top brass right from the Prime
Minster, Home Minister and others
virtually camped in the state and
organized big rallies brazenly
violating Covid 19 safety measures.
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parliamentarian parties.
However, it seems no lesson
has been taken by the vote-savvy
politicians. Despite exponential rise
in Covid 19 cases, the elections to
four
municipalities
including
Bidhannagar (Salt lake) of greater

West Bengal State SUCI(C) demands
immediate postponement of declared municipal
elections and banning of Ganga Sagar Mela
In a letter dated 5 January 2022 to the West Bengal TMC Chief
Minister, Comrade Chandidas Bhattacharjee, West Bengal State
Secretary, SUCI(C), had pointed out that while no one can remain
indifferent to the galloping rise in covid infection particularly after brazen
violation of Covid protocols during campaigning in recently concluded
Kolkata municipal election, the state government, defying opinions of
medical fraternity, is going ahead with promoting all sorts of religious
festivities including potential super-spreader like Ganga Sagar Mela
Government as populist measures the disastrous effect of which would
be borne by the common people. Comrade Bhattacharjee demanded that
until the situation normalises, the Municipal elections scheduled on 22
January to four municipalities be postponed, Ganga Sagar Mela stopped,
number of local trains and buses increased to prevent overcrowding and
liquor shops, bars, restaurants and cinema halls be totally closed down.
He hoped the chief minister would forthwith take necessary and effective
steps in this regard.
In another letter issued on 12 January 2022, Comrade Bhattacharjee
renewed his request to the state Chief Minister to stop the Gang Sagar
Mela in view of harrowing rise in Covid figure.
Kolkata are scheduled to be held on
22 January. Neither the Election
Commission nor the TMC-led state
government is willing to postpone
the polls despite request from our
Party and subsequently from other
parties in opposition. In fact, there

Gujarat SUCI(C) writes to BJP Chief Minister
to stop all public programmes
In a letter dated 2 January to the Gujarat BJP Chief Minister,
Comrade Meenakshi Joshi, Gujarat State Secretary, SUCI(C), were
reiterated the demand for cancellation of all public programmes including
the ‘Vibrant Gujarat Summit’. It is to be reminded, she added, that during
the second wave of corona virus, our neglect cost us dearly. We lost lot
of people without treatment; the virus went beyond our control and even
so many hospitals found to have scarcity of beds when cases were
increasing rapidly. So we request you not to repeat such neglect and have
further loss of lives. We hope that you will honour people’s demand as
voiced by our party to cancel all the programme including Vibrant summit.
Equally beside themselves were the
TMC and other vote-based parties in
flouting the norms. The result-the
TMC won and the BJP trounced.
But the citizens of West Bengal had
to pay a big price for satiating the
greed
for
power
of
the

Election Commission to decide the
issue. Already both TMC and the
opposition parties like the BJP, CPI
(M) are undertaking campaigns in
full swing caring little for maintaining
Covid protocols. In tandem is rising
the number of Covid patients. Even

was too much laxity in allowing
Christmas
and
New
Year
celebration, which was evidently a
key factor behind astronomical spiral
of Covid third wave. The TMC
leadership is fighting shy of the
question by arguing that it is upto the

those who might go to cast vote
would also be immensely vulnerable
to Covid attack. Such is the
inhumanity of the power craze of the
parliamentarian parties and the
disdainful
attitude
of
the
administrative bodies like the
Election Commission.
Not just the municipal
elections. The annual Ganga Sagar
Mela where lakhs of pilgrims from
all over the country assemble on the
Sagar Island in the South 24
Parganas district on the occasion of
Makar Sankranti to take a dip
where river Ganga meets the sea,
has also been permitted. TMC Chief
Minister has categorically stated that
her government cannot stop or
impose restrictions on the Mela
because this is a public event. One
would recall that the ruling BJP
governments, both at the Centre and
in Uttarakhand, gave green signal to
Kumbh
Mela
at
Haridwar,
Uttarakhand, in April 2021 when the
country's daily new Covid-19 cases
had crossed the two lakh mark.
Contd. on page 4

India’s Covid death toll is six
times the official figure

Levy of ‘Station Development Fee’
on Railway Passengers

The study conducted by researchers
from India, Canada, and the US, including Dr.
Prabhat Jha from the Centre for Global
Health Research at the University of Toronto
and Dr Paul Novosad from the department of
economics at Dartmouth College which is
published in the ‘Science’ journal states that
India's actual Covid-19 death toll would be
around 32 lakhs against officially reported
number of 4.8 lakhs i.e. six times more.

In December 2021, the Railway Board came out with a
detailed circular that the outstation passengers who would board
and/or alight at these selected railway stations taken up for redevelopment would have to pay anywhere between Rs 10 to Rs
50 towards so called ‘Station Development Fee’ depending on the
class of coach one is travelling in. This would be in addition to the
ticket fare. As per the new Hybrid Annuity Model, the private
contractor would fund 60 percent of the project cost while Indian
Railways would pay 40 percent of the cost.. This would mean that
common people would have to pay to the private houses for using
designated railway stations. (The Free Press Journal 08-01-22)

(Indian Express 08-01-22)
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Glasgow Climate Summit

Rigmaroles and pseudo-promises galore but problem of
threatening global warming hardly addressed
In Proletarian Era (Vol 55 No
6 1 November 2021), we have dwelt
at length on the various threatening
aspects of increasing climate change
following rising global warming and
had also shown that one after
another global summit has failed to
arrive at a consensus over adopting
requisite
remedial
measures
because of contradiction within the
imperialist-capitalist countries over
their respective interests of profit
maximization. We had categorically
mentioned that though science has a
clear prescription in regard to
arresting man-made global warming,
the vested interest of the
imperialists-capitalists is posing
obstacle before implementing the
scientific solution. The latest
Glasgow Conference (COP 26)
which was held from 31 October to
12 November 2021 also ended
inconclusively or rather dismally
despite the warning brought home in
the
latest
report
of
the
‘Intergovernmental
Panel
on
Climate Change’ (IPCC), a body
comprising scientists from all over
the world, that any delay in arresting
global warming would be ‘code red’
for humanity.
As we explained in our
aforesaid article, spike in carbon
dioxide (CO2 ) emissions, mostly
because of fossil fuel burning,
reckless discharge of toxic gases
from the industries and mindless
deforestation needs to be curbed
with due expediency based on the
advice of the scientific community.
In the last 70 years, global
temperature has risen by 1.1 degree
Celsius (C) and will further increase
to 1.5 C during the next decade
because of the accumulated
emissions in the atmosphere. If this
increase exceeds1.5 C, global
climate would not be conducive to
human habitation. In order to
contain temperature rise to 1.5 C by
2100, the emission of greenhouse
gases (GHG) like CO2 should be
restricted to 18.22 gigatons by 2030
which is half of the current rate of
37 gigatons. Emission of other
greenhouse gases (GHGs) like
methane, too, should be reduced.
When Glasgow conference was in
progress, about 1,00,000 people
including environment activists
marched there to demand more
action on the climate crisis. Some
displayed banners and posters
asking
for
‘Net
Zero
implementation. ‘‘Net Zero’ is a
term which denotes that a country's

carbon emissions are offset by
taking out equivalent carbon from
the atmosphere, so that emissions in
balance are zero. Other issues
which were raised centred round
the demand for climate justice.
Many people who had assembled
from different countries, including
scientists, criticized the developed
countries for hiding behind ‘NetZero’ pledges while evading their
responsibility for immediate and
deep reduction of fossil fuel
emissions. Such demonstrations
which took place in Glasgow, and
throughout the UK, as well as in
many other countries across the
globe, bore testimony of public
demand to the rulers of various
imperialist-capitalist countries taking
part in the summit for urgent action
to contain climate change.

Outcome of Glasgow
Conference
But did these just demands find
due consideration in the summit?
Leaders of the imperialist-capitalist
countries who attended Glasgow
summit had earlier made promises
to curb deforestation, phase out use
of coal as source of energy and cut
methane (a toxic greenhouse gas
causing global warming) emissions
and made pledges to attain ‘‘NetZero’’ by 2050. The developed
imperialist countries had also
promised to provide financial
assistance to the tune of $100 billion
annually from 2020 to 2025 to the
less developed and developing
countries to curtail use of fossil fuels
and produce energy from alternative
eco-friendly green sources. But in
last two years, the proportionate
amount of the promised grants did
not flow to the recipient countries.
US and China also announced
a joint declaration to cooperate on
climate change measures, a deal
that reassured observers of Beijing's
apparent intention to accelerate its
efforts to combat global warming
after a long period of quiet. Yet other
than mentioning such measures in
general terms the declaration did not
contain any concrete commitment,
nor did China give any CO2
reduction target at Glasgow.
It is found that there is still a
significant gap between the
measures the countries had
committed to and what is needed to
avoid more than 1.5C of warming,
beyond which recurrence of worst
floods, scorching heatwaves leading
to wild fires, droughts, melting ice-

sheets, cyclonic storms and rising
sea levels would go on fuelling
climate change to the detriment of
entire mankind. US, China and India
are now the three principal emitters
of CO2 emissions Though all three
have pledged to apparently reach
‘‘Net Zero’’ emission target in the
decades ahead, India and China
pursued last-ditch interventions to
soften language on coal usage. India
which earlier agreed to ‘phase out’
coal, changed its stand in the last
minute and insisted on watering
down the language on use of coal by
replacing the word ‘‘phase out’ by
‘phase down’ in the text of the
climate pact so that it is not under
pressure to curb coal burning within
shortest possible time limit. That
formulation made it into the final text
endorsed by almost 200 nations.
The US played a role in accepting
that weaker position, calling into
question
their
short-term
commitment to curb coal usage. It is
pertinent to mention that it was the
US and China who first embraced
the term ‘‘phase-down’’ in their
bilateral climate agreement, which
they adopted with great fanfare in
the middle of the Glasgow
conference. Before the dramatic
final plenary, the US even signalled
acceptance of the ‘‘phase-down’’
language that had been used in the
joint statement with China,
according to a media report. Clearly,
the US that relies largely on their
shale gas for energy production is
clearly unwilling to commit to phase
out other fossil fuels. England which
banks on their gas resources, also
toes the US line. China's diplomats
made it clear in private that it–the
world's top emitter–was reluctant to
include more stringent formulations
on ending coal. ‘‘To shout slogans
could cause unnecessary negative
impacts on the pace. It could be like,
‘pull up seedlings to help them
grow,’ ’’ said Li Zheng reportedly, a
member of China's delegation at
Glasgow, in an interview, using a
Chinese maxim. ‘‘To demonize fossil
fuel will only hurt ourselves.’’ It
would not be unwise to say that the
visible resistance from India on the
final text of the Glasgow Climate
Pact helped conceal the role played
by China and even the US in the
outcome. There were a few notable
side deals too. The US and the
European Union spearheaded a
global methane cutting initiative in
which around 100 countries have
promised to reduce methane

emissions by 30% from 2020 levels
by 2030. But China, Russia and
India, contributing 35 % of global
methane emissions, did not sign the
pledge.
Along with about 100
countries
agreeing
to
stop
deforestation by 2030, Brazil,
another 'associate' of US, which did
not attend the Glasgow summit, has
also pledged to stop mindless felling
of trees by 2030 and preserve its
forests. But facts reveal that in
2020-21 alone more than 13,000
square kilometres of forest from
within the Amazon belt that had
been a habitat of over 30 lakh
species, both plants and animals and
about 30 million of human beings
belonging to over 350 ethnic
communities, has perished from
logging of trees. The rate of felling
of trees has increased by 22% -- the
highest in last 15 years. The
Glasgow deal or declaration to halt
and reverse deforestation and land
degradation has been preceded by
different like-minded initiatives and
agreements, starting from 2008
when some 67 countries agreed to
stop deforestation by 2020, all of
which ended in failure. This is how
the imperialist-capitalist rulers are
giving priority to profit economy
over human life.
What is most alarming and is
worth taking note of is that even if
the participating countries live up to
their commitment made in the
conference, the quantity of carbon
emission by 2030 would be 37.71
gigatons. In that event, global
warming would be at least 2.4 C by
2100, much above the desired limit.
And if rate of emission continues to
be what it is now, the rise in global
temperature would touch 3 C by
2100 signalling the end of human
civilization. But the imperialist powers
having record highest per-capita
carbon emission are not bothered at
all. While China has indicated a 2060
net zero year, India has agreed to a
net zero year of 2070.
Moreover, though the common
people are the worst victims of
climate change, particularly in the
relatively less developed or poor
countries, there is no commitment
for compensating these homeless,
displaced and hapless populace
through any scheme earlier
eulogized as ‘‘loss and damage’’
scheme. There is not even a word
about lowering mining and use of
fossil fuels.
Contd. on page 4
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Significant gap between measures committed
and measures needed to contain climate change
Contd. from page 3

Position of developed and
developing countries in fuel
consumption
Central to building trust is a
commitment by wealthy nations to
provide climate finance, to help
developing countries deal with the
impacts of climate change and to
transition
to
low-emissions
development. Because there is a
marked difference between the
developed imperialist countries and
less developed capitalist countries in
so far as nature of fuel consumption
and quantum of each fuel is
concerned.
Even a report of World Bank,
financed and monitored by big
imperialist countries, could not but
admit that ‘‘Because low-income
countries have so few other assets,
proportionately, renewable natural
assets such as land and ecosystems
are crucial for them, comprising
around 23 per cent of their total
wealth. This is the highest fraction
of total wealth coming from
renewable natural capital among all
income groups. Like GHG emission,
poor and developing countries need
to use these natural resources even
if it reaches an ‘‘unsustainable’’
level. This is because these are the
only resources available for
sustenance. Many estimates have
pointed out that nearly half of the
world population eke out a living
from degraded resources like land
and forests. In future, these
resources might not be able to
sustain productive livelihoods. But,
for this population there is no
alternative as well.’’
So the poor and developing
countries, or those whose survival
and livelihood critically depend on
natural resources, will be again put
under pressure to bring down
consumption and thus face added
constrains and miseries if the
developed imperialist countries turn
away from not only helping them
without any strings attached, but
also refraining from curbing use of
fossil fuels like gas and oil.
There is also another anomaly.
If, say, Sweden outsources garment
production in Bangladesh and then
sells the stuff in its own market, the
emission for producing that garment
is attributed to Bangladesh, and not
Sweden. This is how the rich
countries insulate themselves from
the allegation of increasing carbon
emission and squarely pass on the
brunt on the poorer countries.
In a research report published
in 2017, it came out that just 100 big
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industries are responsible for 72% of
GHG discharge in the atmosphere.
Multinationals are the biggest
culprits in this regard. Financing for
liberal deforestation of invaluable
tropical forest to harvest palm oil in
Indonesia is provided by the
multinational banks. Multinationals
are also involved in Amazon
deforestation spree.
Who is,
therefore, to shoulder the main
responsibility of addressing the
climate issue with due seriousness?

Imperialist powers are
undeterred in unipolar world
After the sad implosion of the
socialist camp, the major imperialist
powers led by US chieftain, under
the garb of globalization 'reforms',
have been prying open the markets
of the developing countries for
unhindered loot and plunder and
exploitation of their cheap labour
power to the hilt, while outsourcing
their polluting industries, pushing
people even further into appalling
poverty. In the process they have
been impoverishing toiling people
even in their own countries. And in
this, Indian monopolists who had
long before that attained imperialist
character, acted as junior partner.
Moreover, not only did imperialist
Russia also jump into the fray later
on, but in the last decade, imperialistcapitalist China too, having smoothly
‘accomplished’ counter-revolution,
has emerged as a strong
superpower
challenging
the
supremacy of US imperialism. And
in its trade war with USA it has, for
example, already secured for itself a
controlling share in different
countries for mining and possession
of certain rare earth minerals
indispensable today for the
production of green energy, for
example, solar batteries. In respect
of climate issue also, the big powers
want to put the main burden of crisis
on developing countries, by offering
technology transfer and other
devises to shift to non-fossil ecofriendly green energy sources like
solar plants, windmills etc. only
against hefty payment, to secure
roaring profits for their big
corporates. That means, market
economy once again features even
in adopting measures to save the
earth from an inevitable doom.

Viewing climate change action
from perspective of market
economy
Clearly, the big powers are
taking a stand as if so called
Contd. on page 6

Neither over-chanting of Hindutva, nor a
holy dip in the Ganga would bring any
succour to suffering people
Contd. from page 2

Scorning the medical advice and
cautions from all worried quarters,
the RSS-BJP, in order to foment
Hindutva sentiment to reap electoral
benefits, went on with the event.
They openly encouraged people to
participate in the event claiming that
the ‘blessings of Ma Ganga would
ensure that coronavirus did not
spread’. But alas! Much to their
discomfiture, Ma Ganga did not
come to their rescue. Thousands of
the pilgrims including the sadhus and
Hindutva protagonists had to face
the fury of corona. Over and above,
it came to light that around 4,00,000
Covid-19 test results issued during
the Kumbh Mela were fake.
Besides the Uttarakhand Health
Department,
independent
investigations carried out by media
outlets had also revealed that a
private laboratory which was
appointed by the Mela authorities
conducted the tests. The test results
deceptively showed a positivity rate
of only 0.18% during the Mela
whereas, in reality, the overall
positivity rate in Haridwar at that
time was 10%. The Modi
government’s refusal to accept
advice from its own scientists and to
be guided by doctored data was one
of the main causes of the Covid-19
crisis, a global health expert
commented. The Kumbh Mela was
indeed a super-spreader as pilgrims
from all over the country had
flocked there. The stubborn refusal
of the BJP government to not only
not to prohibit but even cut short the
event was grossly irresponsible and
short-sighted
as
well
as
unconscionable. Now, apprehensions
are galore that the ongoing Ganga
Sagar Mela might prove to be
another super-spreader despite all
assurances by the TMC government
to adopt all precautionary measures.
One does not need to be too
intelligent to understand that it is
impossible to enforce covid norms
when lakhs of people assemble at
one place. In fact, photos of flagrant
violation are flashed in both print and
electronic media as well as social
media.

Why the BJP and TMC are
sailing on the same boat
Obvious question is why
people's health and pandemic are
overridden by the bizarre hurry for
holding elections or overzealousness
in organizing a religious festival. The
answer is obvious. The bread and
butter of the vote-oriented parties is
election. And the election is not
fought by them on people’s issues or

by truly addressing the pressing
problems of their life. Their whole
and sole plank of these parties is
polarizing the voters along religious,
casteist and ethnic lines, surfeit of
counterfeit promises, announcement
of freebies and sops, hurling
invectives against the opponents and
sickening self-eulogy. The RSS-BJP
have no issue other than fomenting
Hindutva sentiment, if not frenzy,
and fuelling anti-minority hatred to
win at the hustings. Alongside, there
is a persistent attempt by the ruling
quarters to project a ‘larger than life’
image of Modi as Prime Minister
and capitalize on that. That is why
they allowed Hindu religious
festivals like Kumbh Mela or Char
Dham yatra ignoring the question of
concomitant threatening surge of the
pandemic. Since this Hindutva
propaganda is found to be paying in
the country engulfed by religious
backwardness, obscurantism and
marked by absence of necessary
political
consciousness,
the
bourgeois opposition is also peddling
Hindu sentiment in this or that form.
So the TMC leadership is not
inclined to stall Ganga Sagar Mela
lest that should injure Hindu religious
sentiment and provide a fodder to
the canon of the RSS-BJP, now its
principal electoral opponent, after
virtual decimation of the pseudoMarxists who are also wholly
anchored in electoral politics.
It is for the suffering people to
realize this hideous underbelly of
bourgeois electoral politics. Neither
over-chanting of Hindutva, nor a
holy dip in the Ganga or rallying
blindly behind any catapulted powermonger superman leader would
bring them any succour. The covid
pandemic can be thwarted only by
science and scientific prescripts of
conduct including strict adherence to
specified
safety
protocols.
Capitalism and its lackeys would
give them nothing but misery,
pauperization, neglect, injustice,
deception,
deprivation
and
despondency. It is time for rallying
unitedly against capitalism and its
ruthless oppression, isolate its
servitors irrespective of hues and
tread along the right path towards
ultimate emancipation under correct
revolutionary leadership while
intensifying class and mass struggles
against all machinations of capitalism
including precipitation of communalcasteist-ethnic division, inciting
blind religious passion and playing
with people’s health. (Source: Deccan
Herald-16-04-21, The Wire-06-05-21, 1506-21, CNBC TV 18 15-06-21, The Print
30-10-21, Hindustan Times-02-11-21, The
Hindu 05-01-22)
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Proposal of merger of film institutions
is fraught with sinister intent
It is glaring that the
corporatization and centralization
spree of the BJP government would
spare no field of activity. After the
PSUs, Railways, Road Transport,
Education, Healthcare, Insurance,
Electricity, Mining, Civil aviation,
Defence production, Agriculture and
Retail sale, it is now the turn of the
entertainment
sector.
The
government has decided that to
merge all the branches of the Films
Division (FD), Directorate of Film
Festivals (DFF), National Film
Archive of India (NFAI) and
Children's Film Society of India
(CFSI) with the National Film
Development Corporation (NFDC).
The merger is slated to take place
by January 2022. While FD, DFF,
NFAI and CFSI are public funded
institutions, NFDC is a corporate
body.

Number of sudden and opaque
announcements
Over the last 13 months, a
number of sudden and opaque
announcements by the Ministry of
Information and broadcasting (MIB)
are reflective of its disdain for the
development of the industry to
foster diversity of social culture and
different views and outlooks and
instead put profit as the sole
objective. In November 2020, it
decided to bring all the Over-the-Top
(OTT) platforms, such as Netflix,
Amazon and Hotstar, under its
ambit. The Film Certification
Appellate Tribunal was abolished in
April 2020.The Tribunal used to
hear the appeals filed by any
filmmaker who was aggrieved by
the order of the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) in respect
of a film. Less than three months
later, it announced to amend the
Cinematograph Act, 1952 which
puts into place a rigorous method of
certifying
films
for
public
consumption- commercial films
displayed in cinema halls and other
public viewings. It is also responsible
for the existence of the Central
Board of Film Certification (CBFC).
The amendments, inter alia,
proposed that the Union government
would be empowered to reconsider
the certificate it has issued to a film
if the government feels that it does
not conform to the 'Guiding
Principles' under Section 5B(1).
Under the section, CBFC cannot
certify media content that goes
against the "interests of the
sovereignty and integrity of the
State, security of the State, friendly
relations with foreign States, public

order, decency or morality, or
involves defamation or contempt of
court or is likely to incite the
commission of any offence". In
essence, this amendment sought to
revise the final verdict of the
Censor Board notwithstanding the
fact that all CBFC members,
members of the advisory panel, and
regional officers are appointed by
the Union government. Thus, the
Union government sought to have
complete control over India's media
content and its censorship despite
the CDFC already having various
safeguards in place. Besides their
draconian nature, all the orders had
something else in common: They
were taken without consulting the
primary stakeholders, the filmmakers
and aimed at constricting cinema.
Curiously enough, the amendment
proposition goes against a Supreme
Court decision in 2000 that reduced
the Union government's power in
media censorship, wherein the court
ruled that the government cannot
weigh in on cases which have
already been reviewed and classified
by the CBFC.

NFAI, FD, DFF and CFSI are
institutions with a heritage
Secondly, the FD, DFF, CFSI
and NFAI are institutions with a
history having made stellar
contributions
to
producing,
disseminating and preserving the
labour and creativity of diverse film
cultures in the country. FD produces
and distributes documentaries. It
also hosts the annual Mumbai
International Film Festival dedicated
to documentaries, shorts and
animation movies. The DFF
organises different film festivals and
awards, including the International
Film Festival of India, the National
Film Awards and the Dadasaheb
Phalke Award. The CFSI produces
children's films, while the Punebased NFAI preserves the country's
cinematic heritage and is a valuable
resource for students, researchers
and scholars. It functions as a
separate entity under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting. All
these flock there from around the
world, looking for material from
among the thousands of original
prints - some from silent cinema books, posters and clippings. On the
contrary, NDFC, registered under
the Companies Act, functions based
on profit-generation objective.
Obviously, the question arises how
can such a corporate body
undertake projects and tasks of a
non-profit nature like preservation of

archives of invaluable films?
Moreover eminent film personalities
believe that NFDC has become a
dead institution and hence putting a
non-functional organization at the
helm is inexplicable.

Arguments put forth
in favour of merger
Actress Hema Malini, former
chairperson, NFDC, and now a BJP
MP, for obvious reasons, sought to
justify the decision of her political
bosses. Let us quote her verbatim:
‘‘This is a timely decision of the
Government.
Reasonable
convergence of activities and
resources (of all four bodies) will
not
only
lead
to
better
coordination but this synergy will
create balanced growth of Indian
film industry, wherein feature films
including content for over-the-top
(OTT)
platforms,
children's
content, animation, short films
and documentaries, will be made
by a singular organisation. NFDC
will work as an umbrella
organisation, which will mean that
film development, production,
promotion and preservation of
filmic content will all come under
single management. This will save
manpower
engagement,
operational expenditure and also
financial wastage. NFDC has to
make its road map and redraft its
Memorandum of articles of
Association to enhance its
contribution to the film industry.’’
Resonating with her views, a
member of the ‘Expert Committee
On Review of Autonomous Bodies’
stated, ‘‘The content produced by
these bodies couldn't always be
called quality. Since each one
was producing and making films,
there was a lot of duplication.
There was also a lack of synergy.
For instance, children’s film and
content remains underutilised. The
content hasn’t resonated with
young audiences always. There
will be focus on that area. With
NFDC becoming an integrated
body, resources can be used
better. It will also focus on
developing content for OTT and
on making films and explore
better ways to achieve its goals.’’
The government circle further
argues that the merger would
facilitate quicker decision-making
and a growth trajectory guided by
profitability and deliverables that
reflect in the balance sheet of the
company. Post-merger, NFDC
would be able to monetise the
existing assets and infrastructure of
all the units. With an expanded asset
base, NFDC will emerge a stronger
institution that would be in a position
to make bigger decisions in content
creation than it has hitherto.
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X-raying the arguments
Notable aspects of the
arguments, if put in sequence, would
be as follows:
(i) Single management ensures
quicker decision-making, better
coordination and the resultant
synergy creates balanced
growth of Indian film industry.
(ii) It will save manpower
engagement (read downsizing
with massive retrenchment),
operational expenditure and
also financial wastage.
(iii) This amalgamated whole
would be governed by
objective of profitability and
also monetise assets and
infrastructure units (meaning
handing those over to private
houses for commercial use).

Counter-arguments
against the merger
In July 2021, when the BJP
government
first
announced
amendment to the Cinematographic
Act, numerous Indian filmmakers
wrote an impassioned letter to the
government, expressing concerns
that the amendment would endanger
‘‘freedom of expression and
democratic dissent’’. More than
3000 persons eventually signed the
letter. But the government did not
reply to that letter. Again more than
850 eminent film personalities and
activists sent another letter on 19
December 2021 wondering how
could the government-appointed
'High Powered Committee under
Shri Bimal Julka, Chief Information
Officer, submit its report without
engaging the primary stakeholders
and demanding that
A) ‘‘Public funded institutions
like FD, NFAI and CFSI must
not be merged with a
corporation like NFDC.’’
B) ‘‘Transparent and open’’
consultations
should
be
made with the ‘‘various
stakeholders
including
filmmakers and employees’’
of the four affected bodies.
Those
state-run
organisations should have
‘‘full autonomy, enhanced
state
funding,
and
commitment to their original
mandates.’’
C) ‘‘The
government
must
declare the FD, NFAI and
CFSI archives as national
heritage - funded by public
money and belonging to the
general public" - and it must
protect the archives and
"give written assurances in
the Parliament that they will
not be sold or auctioned
either now or in the future.’’
As is known to all, the archives
Contd. on page 7
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Glasgow Climate Summit

Indian government should speedily develop
technology to harness green energy sources
under its aegis
Contd. from page 4

capitalist market economy would
settle the issue of climate. Nothing
can be more incorrect and
hypocritical than that. This is an
issue of survival of human
civilization. So it is foolish, if not
devilish, to seek climate solution in
economic prescripts or negotiations
in capitalism. As we explained in our
earlier article, science does have an
answer to the question of containing
global warming and halting climate
change. But the insatiable greed for
profit maximization by the
monopolist giants and multinationals
are posing obstacles before due
scientific solution to this harrowing
problem. To all the big imperialist
powers, raising their corporates'
respective profit graph by using
cheaper and abundant fossil fuel has
primacy over the imperative task of
helping the relatively less-developed
and poor countries to reduce fossil
fuel consumption and harness
renewable energy sources. Thus,
they view global warming problem
merely from pure commercial angle
and political hegemonism. They
appear to be more keen to extend
human habitation beyond the earth
and establish regular communication
with that, than to saving the earth
from the impending danger of
climate change!) Secondly, there is
a tug-of-war among them in so far
as snatching better benefits through
hard bargaining is concerned.
Everyone is trying to outwit the
others by shrewd moves and
diplomatic tactics. This imperialistimperialist contradiction is the real
deterrent to desired solution to
climate change issue.
Moreover, if the imperialistcapitalist governments, following the
ruinous prescripts of globalizationliberalization, assign the job of
planting of trees and reforestation to
the
corporate
houses
and
multinationals, they would, in turn,
claim ownership of forest lands and
mining rights to natural resources
under the surface. If the corporate
demands are to be acceded, a host
of the tribals and other poorer
communities would be evicted from
their home and hearth. This has
happened in America. This is
happening in India also. And
moreover, to view tree planting
merely from profit motive would
only exacerbate the already existing
acute environmental problems and
people's distress. Can the profitbased capitalist market economy
which has itself created this problem
of global warming and attendant

climate change resolve the same
within its ambit? Will not such
expectation be akin to driving a
square peg in a round hole? But that
is what the imperialist powers would
advocate under this or that pretext.

Indian context
In India, we should particularly
look at the role its rulers are playing.
Addressing the Glasgow Summit,
the BJP Prime Minister (PM) of
India had stressed on a five-point
plan or 'Panchamrit' (Five elixirs) to
fight the devastating effects of
global warming and climate change.
His "Panchamrit" were that India
would increase its 2030 target for
an installed capacity of 'non-fossil
energy', mostly solar from 450 to
500 gigawatts, fulfil 50% of its
energy
requirement
through
renewable energy by 2030, reduce
carbon emissions by 1 billion tons,
bring down carbon intensity by 45%
by 2030 and achieve "Net-Zero" by
2070. As usual like his other
utterances, this too, t sounded so
positive! But India, as stated above,
pitched for extending time limit of
carbon reduction and forced the
term 'phase down' coal instead of
'phase out' coal, as it intends to go
on increasing coal emissions. It has
handed over many coal mining
blocks to the private houses and
gone for large-scale privatization of
coal
based
thermal
energy
production. More privatization of
these two sectors are in the offing.
Then, being the third largest polluter
what has it been doing to alleviate
the problem? Rather, the Indian
rulers are sitting tight, to all
appearances, and going on blaming
the developed imperialist countries
for not doing enough themselves. It
warrants mention that the ruling
Indian monopolists have long ago
attained imperialist character and
are exporting capital abroad,
occupying top slots in the list of
global rich, and their unimaginable
wealth, clout and power have been
keeping to grow unabatedly. The
BJP PM has gone to the extent of
boasting d that India is going to be a
$5trillion economy by 24-25 and
close to $10 trillion by 2030. But
while on the discussion table in
global summit and the question of
receiving financial aid from bigger
imperialist powers arises, the
spokespersons of India project
themselves as representatives of a
developing and poor country. This is
ridiculous. It is true that considering
the vastness of poverty and severe
unemployment in our country, for

which India is categorized as a poor
country or emerging economy, not
only is the enormity of social
disparity -- where 1% super rich
own 75% of the country's wealth somewhat obscured but the role
played by the Indian monopolists too
gets shielded somewhat.
But
describing India as a poor or
emerging economy by the ruling
dispensation in terms of possession
of wealth is far from truth.
Moreover, India is scientifically so
advanced as to feature among the
foremost in space technology,
electronics, missile production, (for
which the government spends huge
amounts from the public exchequer)
and pharmaceuticals etc.. How can
then the Indian government shun its
responsibility of bringing down
carbon
emission
with
due
expediency and swift enhancement
of renewable energy production not
only by employing latest technology
but promoting, supporting and
nurturing scientific research in every
possible way to meet some still
existing technological challenges?
Instead, the BJP government, as
political manager of the ruling
monopolists, is lax in enforcement of
environmental laws, allow the big
industries (for example, Sterlite
copper plant owned by monopolist
Vedanta group which was forced to
close in 2018 by the affected
people's movement in Tamil Nadu
for unbriddled air pollution) to
refrain from taking adequate
measures to arrest environment
pollution and evade fine.
Any destructive measures
taken in the interest of the
corporate, are often justified as
strategic interest though it is
shrouded in questionable secrecy, or
may even go in the name of climate
action. It is not for nothing that the
EIA (draft Environment Impact
Assessment Notification, 2020), has
introduced suitable clauses while
further watering down scrutiny over
projects impacting the environment
(and people's life) ! India did not
sign up to halt deforestation by 2030,
apparently on the pretext of lack of
infrastructure.
Deforestation,
however. runs rampant here with
giant monopolists grabbing those
lands rich in mineral deposits by
mercilessly evicting immensely poor
tribal people. India did not agree to
cut methane gas emission either,
knowing fully well that it is
responsible for formation of groundlevel ozone (smog) which is a
harmful air pollutant, apart from
being a very potent, though shortlived, GHG. Moreover, according to
UNEP’s
Global
Methane
Assessment, methane leaks from oil
and gas operations and from coal
mining–a major source of emission -
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can be fixed at virtually no extra
cost. Further, methane emission
from huge untreated garbage dumps,
etc. is a serious pollutant and needs
to be remedied anyway under the
much trumpeted 'Swatch Bharat'
(Clean India). India which itself
aspire to be a $10 trillion economy
by 2030, has also indicated that for
achieving its 2030 goals, it needs a
trillion dollars, by that year, from
developed countries. This looks like
an advance excuse for not fulfilling
that target.
The most ludicrous argument
advanced by the BJP leaders is that
India cannot come out of coal
because it provides livelihood to so
many people. Great! The life and
livelihood of people are going to be
much more imperilled if climate
continues to change menacingly
because of man-made global
warming. Secondly, as we have
already stated, Indian government, if
it so desires, can enhance green
energy sources much faster if
necessary funding is released from
the exchequer. The oft-repeated
plea of the government regarding
fund crunch is a bunkum. Lakhs of
crores of rupees of tax defaults by
big corporates are being condoned.
Corporate tax is slashed drastically
to deprive the exchequer of
substantial revenue income although
the profit as well as wealth of the
big industrial houses and top
industrialists are soaring by leaps
and bounds. Tax concessions to the
corporates over last few years is
reported to be hovering around Rs
35 lakh crores. Quantum of defence
budget for 21-22 is Rs 4.72 lakh
crores. €1.3 billion (Rs 10,
90,000crores) have been spent to
buy 36 Rafael jets, Rs 8,400 crores
were expended to buy two luxury
jets for PM and President, Rs 3,000
odd crores have been the cost of a
so called unity statue of Sardar
Patel, Rs 20,000 crores are
budgeted for constructing a new
parliament building and its annexes,
Rs 2,500 crore is earmarked for
installing a Ram statue in Ayodhya.
Is it known how much money is
collected in the much-clamoured
'PM CARES' fund and what is it all
being used for? Are all these
spendings more important than
securing people's life being under
serious threat due to climate
change? And what prevents the
government to absorb the workers,
in coal mining and power generation,
in the alternative green energy
sector? Why should not the
government take the responsibility of
speedily developing technology to
more and more harness green
energy sources under its aegis?
Why should this area be handed
Contd. on page 7
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Film Institutes’ Merger

Unilateral amalgamation of public-funded heritage
institutions with a corporate body is grossly undemocratic
Contd. from page 5

of FD and NFAI hold within them not just cultural
history of the country but also the visual history
of arts, society, and historical events since 1947.
Why would that kind of material be under the
control of a for-profit entity?
The signatories also expressed concerns and
anxieties of the employees working at the four
public institutions. A senior FD official, on the
condition of anonymity, said to a media house that
more than 400 employees, across different
organisations and cities, would bear the impact.
‘‘These are people with whom one has worked
over the years, known them, and values them’’
he said. ‘‘They were performing a particular
role; they've spent their lifetimes working in
these institutions. Is it fair to all the employees
of these organisations, which will be all
dismantled and brought under the NFDC?’’, he
added. According to film experts, bringing all
these bodies under one spectrum is seemingly
impractical a proposition because they have their
own heritage, own ways of functioning. Adoor
Gopalakrishnan, a celebrated award-winning film
director holds that ‘‘So far the government’s
approach to cinema has been exceedingly
negative. Disbanding the Film Certification
Appellate Tribunal, the plans to introduce
super censoring, and now the merger move.
All these self-contained institutions will be
crushed under the heavyweight of the
leviathan that the government is trying to
create. No wonder, in the four decades since
its inception, the NDFC has been on course of
steady decline and has by now clearly
distanced itself from film business. It is strange
that the government is now planning to saddle
it with a heavy load of functions the incumbent
is hardly capable of performing even if it is
blessed with loads of funds. It looks like
someone's weird, impulsive idea of bringing a
comatose NFDC back to life. All these smack
of distrust of film people who are creative and
free-minded. A democratic government should
spread conducive vibes rather than turn
oppressive and punitive.’’

The design is of fascistic autocracy
It is therefore clear that these very moves
are purported to regiment film production through
centralized control, subversion of autonomy of the
public institutions, introduce so called asset
monetization concept, a backdoor entry to
privatization, to the institutions of national heritage

and view all and sundry activities from profit
motive. Already, we are aware that while many
vulgar and obscene films as well as films
promoting obscurantism and bigotry are given
clearance for exhibition, any production that in
any way goes against the arch communal
Hindutva doctrine and the ongoing attempt to
glorify a distorted history of the nation is forced
into withdrawal. With preservation of old records
and archives as well as restoration of the classics
being now under definite threat in the commercial
environment, people, particularly the young
generation, would be disconnected from history.
For example, the NFAI, which was set up in
1964 to archive Indian cinema history did a
commendable job in preserving Indian cinema
history by refurbishing the prints of Raja
Harishchandra, the first Indian film made in 1913
and the first talkie, Alam Ara, filmed in 1931.
Now, instead of expanding it, the government is
out to diminish, if not eliminate, its existence
thereby causing a deep injustice to the huge
volumes of films produced in the country. It is
evident that the NFDC would now be used to
meddle with both the form and content of the
films and hunt for profit maximization. The
monopoly houses and the underworld which are
now virtually having monopoly in film production
would get further impetus to serve bundles of
'trash and rubbish" in the name of entertainment
on either big screen or OTT platform whereas the
serious filmmakers, those who refuse to align with
the mainstream cinema would be put to
disadvantage by design.
Earlier, state governments used to come
forward to help such sombre filmmakers and
many of those films were a running success
because of wider acceptability among the
audience. Many such films fetched international
awards as well. But that supportive role of the
governments is now to be virtually disbanded.
Instead surfeit of junk productions would
dominate to break the moral backbone of the
nation, sink the countrymen into religious
blindness, destroy their rational thought process
as well as aesthetic sense or capacity to
appreciate true beauty and thus reduce the
cinematic art into a rotten stuff. This is what the
ruling fascist autocracy is aiming at. All artloving people, intelligentsia and cultural activists
ought to unitedly rise against this sinister
gameplan and foil it.
(source: Deccan Chronicle 08-07-21, Hindustan
Times 27-12-21, Indian Express 29-12-21, The Wire 0301-22, First Post 12-01-22)

Kerala state SUCI(C) organized a huge Protest March to State Secretariat
in Thiruvananthapuram, on 12 January 2022,
in demand for withdrawal of disastrous K Rail Silver Line Project
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Glasgow Climate Summit

Suffering people need to build
up a united organized mighty
climate movement
Contd. from page 6

over to business tycoons like Adani and Ambani
on a silver platter? We know that the BJP
government, as bootlicker of the ruling
monopolists, would not answer this question. No
government subservient to ruling capitalismimperialism can do that either.

Capitalism is inhuman, heartless, sees
nothing beyond profit maximization
This is the murky face of capitalism now in
its death throes all over the world including India.
It is out and out reactionary, utterly corrupt,
inhuman and heartless. It has nothing to offer but
death and destruction. To it, profit maximization
through maximum exploitation supersedes
everything, even though it plunges into ever
deeper market crisis thereby. Each and every
issue-economic-political-social-cultural--is decided
keeping scope for profit in mind. Every sphere of
human activity-science-arts-sports-educationhealthcare-entertainment, not to speak of
production and ecology–all are in the thraldom of
profit objective of the ruling monopolists. All
policies are designed in keeping with that. Climate
issue is also no exception. Lest the corporate
monoliths and multinationals, should have shortfall
in profit because of switching to renewable
energy sources from cheap fossil fuel, there is so
much of dilly dallying on the part of the Indian and
other governments. This holds true all the more
for the governments of Western imperialist
countries, especially the USA that are beholden to
the most powerful fossil fuel industries, even if it
is a question of saving mankind by addressing the
climate issue in right earnest.
After all, already one and a half century
ago, Engels pointed out that governments are but
managers of the capitalist class. So, the task of
compelling the capitalists-imperialists to take
appropriate and pro-people measures towards
adaptation (of environmental measures) and
mitigation of global warming with no further loss
of time befalls the conscious toiling millions of the
world. The suffering people need to build up a
united organized mighty climate movement under
proper leadership and along right track to assert
pressure on the imperialist-capitalist states. And
the historic truth is that this climate protection and
social justice movement cannot achieve success
unless it is conducive to anti-capitalist
revolutionary movement since, because, as
highlighted above, capitalism is the root of all evils,
human-induced global warming included. Let us
conclude by recalling what great Engels had said
in the Preface of German Edition of Communist
Manifesto in 1992: ‘‘…the manifold types of
social quacks who wanted to eliminate social
abuses through their various universal panaceas
and all kinds of patchwork, without hurting capital
and profit … outside the labour movement…were
the adherents of the various utopian systems… ’’
(Source: The Guardian 28-09-21, current affairs 02-11-21,
Times of India 03-11-21, 16-11-21, The Wire 05-11-21,
Down to Earth-09-11-21,10-11-21, 11-11-21, 15-11-21, 3011-21, The Hindu 13-11-21 and 17-11-21, Business
Standard 14-11-21, scroll.in-20-11-21, ABP 17-11-21, 2311-21, 25-11-21, 29-11-21, 30-11-21, 10-12-21, 30-12-21)
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Demonstrations, Conventions and Signature
Collection in demand for repealing Electricity
(Amendment) Bill 2021 and privatization of Power
sector in December 2021 at the call of the State
Electricity Consumers’ Associations and the
All India Body of Electricity Consumers

West Midnapur, West Bengal, 2 December

Ahmedabad, Gujarat, 27 December

Puducherry, 4 December

Dharwad, Karnataka, 7 December

Gwalior, MP, 2 December

Cuttack, Odisha, 2 December

Inequality in India has widened
after independence
When the BJP Prime
Minister and his associates are
busy on narrating
what a
‘spectacular’ progress India has
made over the last few years
and preparing to celebrate
‘‘Amrit
Mahotsav’’
in
commemoration of 75 years of
India’s independence, the World
Inequality Report 2022 published
a few days back proved to be
dampener. On India, the report
says: ‘‘While the top 10 per cent
and top 1 per cent hold
respectively 57 per cent and 22
per cent of total national income,
the bottom 50 per cent share has
gone down to 13 per cent. India
stands out as a poor and very
unequal country, with an affluent
elite.’’
According to the report,
India's middle class is relatively
poor with an average wealth of
only 29.5 per cent of the total
national income, as compared
with the top 10 per cent and 1 per
cent who own 65 per cent and 33
per cent, respectively. The top
10 per cent earned 20 times

UP-O-Yogi

more than the bottom 50 per
cent. One in every four people in
India was multidimensionally
poor. The bottom 50 per cent of
the households own almost
nothing. Fruits of economic
reforms monopolised by the elite.
In a way, inequality in India has
widened compared to British rule
(since the period power was
transferred from the East India
company to the British Crown till
Independence), said the report.
Since the mid-1980s, deregulation
and liberalisation policies have led
to one of the most extreme
increases in income and wealth
inequality observed in the world,
the report found.
The report also had adverse
comments on the transparency of
data released by the government.
‘‘Over the past three years, the
quality of inequality data released
by the government has seriously
deteriorated,
making
it
particularly difficult to assess
recent inequality changes,’’ it
said. (Source: Indian Express and

Few days back, the BJP
Prime Minister commended the
UP BJP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath by saying that he is
UP-O-Yogi (Suitable) for the
state. And within days, Yogi
proved how he does fit into the
‘commendation’ by fanning up
communal divide in full throttle.
In a highly controversial
comment seen to imply a
religious divide, he called the
election in UP an ‘‘80 versus 20
battle’’.
The numbers citied by him
roughly correspond to the ratio of
Hindus to Muslims in UP. ‘‘80
per cent is those who are
supporters of nationalism, good
governance and development.
Such people will vote for the BJP
and those who are against this
and supporters of mafias and
criminals, anti-farmer and village,
such 15-20 people will take a
different path. So, in this 80-20
fight, it is the lotus that will show
the way,’’ he said, referring to the
BJP’s
election
symbol.

Business Standard, 08-12-21)

(IndiaToday-10-01-22)
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Moradabad , UP, 2 December
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Chennai, 24 December

India’s ‘robust’
infrastructure
A portion of the proposed 7.5-km road
constructed by the irrigation department in
Kheda Azizpura village of UP’s Bijnor
developed cracks when BJP MLA of Sadar
constituency Suchi Choudhary slammed a
coconut to the ground during the inauguration
ceremony in accordance with Hindu ritual.
Upset over this, the MLA and her
supporters sat on dharna till a team arrived
on the spot to collect the samples of the
material used in the construction of the road.
A budget of Rs. 1.16 crore had been
sanctioned for the road and the irrigation
department had constructed a 700-metre
portion of it. ‘‘When I got there and tried to
break a coconut, the coconut did not break.
Bits of the road came off,’’ Choudhary told
media.
This is no new a thing. Most of the
potholes which appear in no time after
construction or repair of roads in various
parts of the country including metropolis like
Mumbai and Kolkata, are again filled up
with sub-standard material only toto be
peeled off at the earliest. Can such thing
happen unless there is a connivance
between the contractors and the
administration? (Source:: Times of India 15-09-21,
The Telegraph 16-09-21, Hindustan Times 04-12-21)

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF : PROVASH GHOSH
Edited & Published by Asit Bhattacharyya from 48 Lenin Sarani, Kolkata 700 013 and printed by him at Ganadabi Printers and Publishers Private Limited,
52B, Indian Mirror Street, Kolkata 700013. Phone : 2249-1828, 2265-3234 E-mail : cc.sucicommunist@gmail.com, proletarianera@gmail.com, Website : www.sucicommunist.org

